Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



■iiiSii 

3 1293 00867 3273 



I' .n 



,, Google 



PLACE IN RETURN BOX to remove this checkout from your record. 
TO AVOID FINES return on or before date due. 



DATE DUE DATE DUE DATE DUE 1 


IL135031C 

AUG 1 9 20D4 

















































































MSU la An AfflrmMtve ActlorVEqual OppwtunKy InslHutlon 



,y Google 



,, Google 



SELECT ENGLISH WORKS 



JC^ N WYCLIF 

/ 

.DITED FROM ORIGINAL IISH. 

T ^OMAS ARNOLD, M, A. 



Vol. I 
SERMtNS ON THE GOSPELS 

FOR 
SUNDAYS AND FESTIVALS 



AT THE CLARENDON PRESS 
MDCCCLXIX 

[All rigba rtarvtd'i 



,, Google 



BR 



,, Google 



I NTRODUCTION. 



The present edition of selected works of John Wyclif, English 
and Latin, was undertaken by the Delegates of the University Press 
at the earnest instance of the late Canon Shirley, who devoted the 
best part of tea years of a life, alas ! too short, to the study of (he 
works and the age of the English reformer. 

At a meeting of the Delegates of the Press, held on the 23rd 
of March, 1866, a resolution was passed, and recorded in a minute, 
of which the material portion is as follows : — 

' Dr, Shirley's proposal to prepare for publication selected English 
works of Wyclif in three volumes 8vo . . . . was accepted ; 
and he was authorized to negotiate with Mr. ,T. Arnold .... 
for the editing of the same under his own superintendence.' 

Dr. Shirley intended, as general Editor, to have prefixed to the 
works an elaborate Introduction, in which he would have endeavoured 
to fix the exact theological position of the writer in reference Ixith to 
his own and to later times, besides probably settling, so far as the 
means at our disposal allow, the chronology and authenticity of the 
immense mass of writings ascribed to Wyclif,— a subject which Bale 
left in utter confusion, and which Lewis has done very little to 
elucidate. Such minor matters as the critical collation of MSS., 
the preparation of a text for the press based on such collation, 
the verification of references, and the illustration of the text by 
occasional notes, he desired to commit to the hands of an as- 
sistant or assistants; and it was thus that he asked me to take a share 

WYCUF. b 
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ii IN TROD U C TI N. 

in the work. I gladly consented,— having indeed already formed 
the opinion independently, after reading the Fasciculi Zizaniorum 
and Dr. Shirley's admirable Introduction to that strange miscellany, — 
that the principal works of the reformer, particularly his English 
works, ought long ere this to have been given to the public. Before, 
however, any material step had been taken towards the execution 
of his plans, this good man and ripe scholar was cut off by death. 
A greater share of the responsibility of the edition has, in conse- 
quence, been thrown upon me than was originally intended, or than, 
to say the truth, I feel myself quite competent to meet. I have how- 
ever spared no pains to give to the reader a faithful and readable 
copy of those of the original works, which it has been resolved to 
print, and for this purpose I have collated, in whole or in part, 
a number of other MSS., preserved in various libraries, with the 
excellent Bodleian Codes, upon which the text of the following 
Sermons is based. I have also entered in the following pages, and 
shall enter more at length in the Introduction to the third volume, 
on the critical questions relating to the authenticity of the various 
works ascribed to Wyclif, so far as the discussion is necessary in 
order to justify the selection of his writings which has been made. 

I desire to take this early opportunity of acknowledging the great 
and invaluable assistance that I have received in the task of editing 
from Professor Stubbs, whose learning and judgment, always most 
kindly and freely imparted, have signally lightened my labours, often 
directed me into the true path of investigation, and kept me from 
falling into many errors. 

Wyclif wrote both in Latin and English ; but his Latin works are 
far the most numerous and the most voluminous of the two. Nine^- 
six Latin works are enumerated in Dr. Shirley's Catalogue », and only 
sixty-five English, It is proposed in the following remarks to give 
some account of the English writings, to show what has been already 
done towards making them known, and to explain the grounds on 
which the selection resolved upon in the present work has been 
made. 

» Calalogui o/lbt Original Worts ofiohi WyzUf. Oxford, 1865. 
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INTRODUCTION. iii 

English wbitinqs. — Of the sixty-five English works included in 
the Catalogue, there are a few which I have not yet had an opportunity 
to examine. The most important of these are Nos. 6i and 6z, De 
Officio Pasiorali and De Papa, the only MS. of which is in the library 
of Lord Ashburnham, Another is the tract De Schismaie, No. 59, the 
only MS, of which is in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. 
OLhers are Nos, 58 and 60, short tracts contained in the same 
manuscript, There are five or six others, one of which, for reasons 
presently to be given, I do not believe to be authentic, while of 
the rest I will defer the examination to the Preface of the third 
volume. 

I have only met with one English writing of WycliPs, large or 
small, which was not included by Dr. Shirley in his Catalogue. This 
is the Lincolniensis, a short tract, the only copy of which, so far 
as appears, exists in a Bodleian manuscript (MS. Bodl, 647). I have 
no doubt that this, like most of the remaining contents of that MS., 
was written by Wyclif. 

Spueious and doubtful wkitinqs. — For some time after I had 
begun to read the works which the Catalogue ascribes to Wyclif, I was 
strongly disposed to question the authenticity of a considerable num- 
ber of them, for various reasons, With regard to some of these, 
farther inquiry has not removed my doubts, while in the case of 
others, that internal evidence on which I relied to establish for them 
the high probability, if not certainty, of a date subsequent to the death 
of Wyclif, has been proved by fuller investigation to be far less 
cogent than I had at first supposed. I will take these two classes of 
probably spm'ious and doubtful writings separately. 

1. No. 1 in the Catalogue is marked 'Early English Sermons;' it is 
a collection of fifty-four sermons on the Sunday gospels, together 
with five others on great festivals. No one, except Dr. Vaughan, 
has ever ascribed these sermons to Wyclif; they exist only in two 
MSS., and the partial examination which I was able to make of them 
at Cambridge last year, convinced me that they were the production 
of a traveller in the well-worn track of homiletics, who possessed no 
spark of the erratic and daring sph'it of our author. 
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Nos. 6-9 are Commeiitaries on the Gospels of Matthew, Luke, and 
John, and on the Apocalypse. Even if they were certainly authentic, 
those on the Gospels, at any rate, could not be considered as worth 
printing, because the substance of them is wholly taken from the 
writings of the Fathers, chiefly from SS. Chrysostom, Jerome, and 
Ambrose, from Theophylact, the Venerable Eede, and Aquinas. The 
Commentary on the Apocalypse is indeed original, but contains, so 
far as I have examined it, nothing very remarkable. But there is 
good ground for believing that no part of these Commentaries, 
not even the prologues and epilogues, is by Wyclif. This I will 
first endeavour to prove as regards the Commentaries on the 
Gospels. 

In the prologue to the Commentary on Matthew occurs the 
following passage*": — 

' For t>i3 cause a synful caylif havjTig compassion on lewed men 
declarij) l>e gospel of Matthew to lewed men in Englische, wiji 
exposicion of syntis and holy writ, and alleggijt onely holy writ 
and o!de doctours in his exposicion,' &c. 

In the prologue to the Commentary on Luke (MS. Bodl. 143) 
we read, — 

' Herfore a cailyf lettid fro prechyng for a tyme for causis knowun 
of God writij) fie gospel of Luk in Englysh wi{i a short exposicioun of 
olde and holy doctours, to {)e pore men of his nacioun.' Farther on 
the writer again calls himself ' [lis pore caitif ;' and towards the end 
he breaks forth into fierce denunciations, as does also the writer 
of the Commentary on Matthew, of the ' ypocrisie, tirauntrie, and 
cursidnesse of Antecrist and his meynee,' by whom he evidently 
means the hierarchy. 

Lastly, in the short prologue to the Commentary on John (MS. 
Bodl. 343) occurs this passage: — 

'A symple creature of God, willinge to here in party J)e chargis of 
symple pore men, writiji a schort glos in English on {« gospel of 
Joon,' alleging, as he teiis us, his authors ' in general,' and remitting 
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to ' ])e grettur gloos writun on Joon where and in what bokis Jies 
doctours seyen Jies sentences.' 
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S. Thomas Aquinas, whom the compiler throughout the prologue 
calls ' Alquin.' That on St. John's gospel is also based on the 
Catena. 

Bale, in his most inaccurate catalogue of the writings of Wyclif^, 
describes the gloss on Matthew as a ' Translatio dementis Lantho- 
niensis,' But the Commentary now in question is certainly no 
translation from Clement of Lanthony {a monk of the twelfth 
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century), since its compiler quotes among his authorities Robert 
Grossetete, who flourished in the thirteenth. Nor again does it 
appear to be based on the Catena ; for although there are fewer 
extracts on the whole, and those which coincide in the two works 
ire usually gi\en more fully in the Catena, yet particular extracts may 
be found which are fuller in the Commentary. 

With regard to the Commentary on the Apocalypse, internal evi- 
dence IS, I think, decisive against its being the work of Wyclif. The 
Introduction seems to me the work of a man of softer and less robust 
nature. In his interpretation of chap, xviii., the writer expounds the 
Scarlet Woman to signify Antichrist, characterized by idolatry, 
' mammetrie,' covetousness and lechery ; but the seven hills on which 
she sits are — not Rome, but — the seven deadly sins. As the kings 
under Antichrist fought against the Lamb, so the kings that now 
were fought against holy Church, and not only ' in bodily fingis but 
in goostly also, for Jiorow |>e tallage Jiat |)ei maken ftei bringen Jie 
simple folk into synne.' This is far enough from the position of the 
man who thought that the secular power might freely resume Church 
property, and was bound to do so if it were misused; rather it 
reminds one of the state of things under Henry III. and Edward I. 
Again, the host that followed him that sat on the white horse, 
' bitoknen hem )iat willen fijte ajen Jie fend ]>orow lowness and wiji 
conventise,'— i. e. in a conventual life ; but Wychf devoted all his 
powers during many years to the denunciation of the conventual life 
in all its forms. Again, — ' As longe as Satanas is bounden, holy 
chirche regnejt, and is free to serve God, and obedient io pe Prelalis.' 
But it was the business of Wyclif's life to declaim against the prelates. 
Again, — ' pat ^t folk schulen gon in his lijt bitokne|>,' that towards 
the end of the world, ' }^ religious of God schulen wexe more and 
more, and men schul forsake worldly blisse for hope of Jie blisse 
above.' But such a prospect of the spread of monkery would have 
been to Wyclif a most dreary one. The reader will probably think 
that sufficient evidence has been adduced to prove that Wyclif was 
not the author of the Commentary on the Apocalypse. 

No. Z4, entitled 'A Short Rule of Life,' &c., is conceived in a 
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beautiful spirit, but there is not a particle of evidence to connect 
it with WycJif. Even the omnivorous Bale has not included it 
within the sweep of his catalogue. That it should be found in a 
MS, volume of tracts bequeathed by Archbishop Parker to Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge, and loosely said by him to contain 
tracts by Wyclif, does not amount to evidence ; for some of these 
compositions can be proved to be of different authorship, and the 
general statement of Archbishop Parker must not be taken for 
more than it is worth. Dr. Vaughan indeed says «, after quoting 
a fine passage from this tract, inculcating the purest Christian 
virtues on different orders of men, ' The preacher whose counsels 
were of this description was not the man to become the agent of 
insurrection, after the fashion of John Ball and Wat Tyler, as some 
of his ingenuous opponents have insinuated.' This is quite true; but 
it would have been more to the purpose to prove that the tract is 
by Wyclif, instead of merely assuming it. So far as the evidence of 
style goes, I am myself greatly inclined to doubt its authenticity. 

No. 48, a tract printed by Dr. Todd, in rSgi, under the title ' Of 
Antecrist and his Meynee,' does not appear to be authentic. The 
style is narrower and more puritanic than that of Wyclif, and the 
allusions to the persecutions to which the writer and his party were 
subjected seem more suitable to a later time. Thus (p. cxlviii.) we 
are told that Antichrist ' harder al day punyschij), as al day now men 
may see.' Again, Antichrist and his followers ' kille trcue men in 
her prison.' On the whole, this language suits a period subsequent 
to the constitutions of the archbishops Arundel and Chicheley 
better than the lifetime of the reformer; and as the evidence of style 
tends the other way, and there is not a tittle of external evidence 
attributing it to Wyclif, the tract not being included even in Bale's 
Hst, I thirdt it may be safely struck out of the catalogue of the 
reformer's writings. 

No. 47, ' Tractatus de Pseudo freris,' found in a single MS. at 
Dublin, is similarly destitute of all externa! evidence tending to asso- 

' TracH and Trtalhes ofjohn de WycUffi, p. 48. 
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ciate it with Wyclif; but as no previous writer has given any other 
than the most general description of it, and I have not yet been able 
to examine it myself, the question of its authenticity must be left 
in suspense. Nos, 51, 61, and 64 must be included in the same 
category ; there is no external evidence in their favour, but from the 
only MSS. of them being either in private libraries or at Dublin, 
I have not yet been able to examine them. 

It escaped Dr. Shirley's notice that Nos. 49 and 50 are merely 
extracts from No. 63, which will be considered in the next 



II. A considerable number of English tracts still remains, chiefly 
those contained in the weD-known C. C. C. manuscript at Cambridge, 
with regard to which there is indeed some slight amount of external 
evidence connecting them with Wyclif, but that evidence is not strong 
enough to establish their authenticity, should the analysis of their 
contents lead to an opposite conclusion. I propose to enter upon 
the full examination of the claims of this class to rank among Wyclifs 
writings in the Introduction to the third or miscellaneous volume 
of the present collection. I did indeed at one time conceive myself 
to have found a test, the application of which would in many cases 
establish the non-authenticity of a treatise without further trouble. 
In this, however, deeper research has proved that I was mistaken; 
and as the point is one which bears upon the authenticity of a por- 
tion of the sermons in the present volume, — those for the Commune 
Sanctorum, — it must be treated of here. 

Relying upon the consensus of all the ordinary English historians, 
including Lingard, I came to the study of the questions affecting the 
authenticity of writings ascribed to Wyclif with the preconceived 
belief, that the attempts of the English state and hierarchy to coerce 
heretical or erroneous opinions had not, previously to the enactment 
of the famous statute commonly called De Haeretico Comburendo, 
in 1401, proceeded to the length of inflicting capital punishment, 
either on the gibbet or at the stake, upon the holders of those 
opinions. The common impression certainly is, — and it was shared 
by myself, — that no one had suffered death in England for his 
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be sub'iequent to the pass ng of the statute of 1401, and that accord- 
ingly Wjchf could not have been its author. Tried by this test, 
the tracts numbered i' 16 18, 19, 29, 32, 33, 34, 38, and 63 (out 
of vhich all but the last vhich is in the Bodleian, are found in the 
C C C manuscnpt) since they all contain allusions to ' brennyng ' 
as a jun shment constanth impending over, or actually inflicted upon, 
the followers of Wvdif would be proved to have been composed 
manj years after the reformer's death*'. 

But if this conclusion were to be considered irrefragable, it presently 
appeared that it would affect other writings, which tradition and 
common consent, and a fair amount of direct external evidence, had 
hitherto attributed to Wyclif. Such are the Homilies on the gospels 
contained in the offices of the Commune Sanctorum, forming the 
second division of Homilies in the present edition. In Sermon 
LXIV, (p. 20i), in Sermon LXV. (p. 205), and again in Sermon 
LXVII. (p. 211), occur passages which it is difficult to understand 
in any other way than as testifying to the fact of a vigorous per- 
secution of Lollards going on at the very time. The passages are 
subjoined in a foot-notei". It immediately became a pressing question. 



f I nse these words, because there is 
a case, mentioned by William of New- 
burgh in his history (lib. ii, cap. ij), 
where some thirty PaulidEui heretics, 
having entered England about the year 
1163, were condemned al Oxford to be 
branded, whipped, and turned out of 
the city; after which, all persons being 
forbidden to harbour them or give them 
food, they ' misere perierant.' For this 
reference ! am indebted to Professor 
Stubbs. 

f Wyclif died at Lutterworth in 1384. 



I" p. 201. ' oure prelatis 

stranglen and killen men, and spoilen 
hem of her goodis.' 

p. 205. ' (lis word counforti|i Bymple 
men, ("at ben clepid eretiltes and ene- 
myes to t>e Chirche, for )>ei tellen Goddis 
lawe ; for \a ben somynned and repro- 
vyd many weies, and after put in 
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' alle |>ese [popes and bishops, 
helped by secular lords] bitraien Cristen 
men to tm'ment, and putlen hem to 
deefi for hoolding of Cristis lawe." 
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whether, in the face of these passages, the authenticity of at least 
this portion of the Homilies could he maintained. 

The first point to be ascertained was whether all the best MSS. 
contained the passages in question, or whether any omitted them, 
or showed marks of interpolation. The MSS. of the first class in 
which these sermons are contained are, besides Bodl. 788, upon 
which the text of this edition is based, two in the British Museum 
(Bib. Reg. 18 B. IX. and Cotton. Claud. D. VIII, ) and one at Wrest 
Park (No. 11). I have not had an opportunity of collating the last- 
named MS., but a reference to those in the British Museum showed 
that in each of these passages they agreed word for word with 
Bodl. 788, and exhibited no trace of interpolation. It further ap- 
peared that in one of the homilies for the Proprium Sanctorum, 
a division which in all the copies is associated with that for the Com- 
mune Sanctorum, and indisputably formed part of the same work 
from the first, namely in Sermon GIL (p. 354), mention is made of 
Richard II. as then reigning. Now, on the supposition that no 
persecution proceeding to the length of capital punishment had taken 
place before 1401, how reconcile the mention of Richard, whose 
deposition and death happened in 1399, with the passages importing 
that such persecution was actually going on ? 

Being thus led to examine narrowly the grounds of the supposition 
above mentioned, I came upon certain facts which tended to throw 
doubt on their sufficiency to carry the conclusion based on them. 
Mr. Bond, keeper of the MSS. at the British Museum, was good 
enough to point out to me a passage in the Chronicle of Meaux, 
lately edited by him for the Master of the Rolls, which is much to the 
purpose of the present inquiry. Abbot Burton says (vol. ii. p. 323) 
that the Franciscans, or a section of them, opposed certain con- 
stitutions of Pope John XXII,, who thereupon caused many of 
them to be condemned and burnt, some in France in 1318, others 
at various places in France, Spain, Italy, and Germany, in 1330; 
and that among the severities practised on this last occasion, ' in 
Anglia, in quadam silva, comhusta sunt viri qutnquaginta qm'nque, 
el mulieres octo, ejusdem ordinis et erroris.' This is indefinite, 
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certainly, but there seems no possibility of questioning its substantial 
truth ; and if it be true, then men and women were burnt in England 
for heresy before 1401, 

Again, though no chronicler records any actual execution in the 
fourteenth century, there is a passage in Walsingham which proves 
that it was threatened by at least one bishop, and, considering the 
imperfect nature of the communications between different parts of 
the country in that age, and the paucity of records, it would surely 
be hazardous to assert confidently, merely because the chroniclers 
are silent, that no such threat was ever carried into effect. Speaking 
of the LoEards in 1389, Walsingham, after blaming the culpable 
remissness of most of the ofher bishops, who instead of exterminating 
these pests went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchan- 
dise, adds that the Bishop of Norwich, ' sit nomen ejus benedictum 
in secula 1' set an edifying example of zeal for the faith, in that he 
swore that if any one of that perverse sect should presume to preach 
in his diocese, he should either be burnt or beheaded (' vel ignibus 
traderetur vel capife privaretur'). Walsingham adds that no Lollard 
coveted the honour of martyrdom, and that the diocese accordingly 
remained uncontaminated by their presence i. If the Bishop could 
threaten this, one may suppose that without any violation of law it 
could have been done. And in fact, if one reads the statute of 1401 
carefully, it becomes plain that the legislature which enacted it was 
not thinking of introducing forms of punishment hitherto unknown 
to and unsanctioned by the law, but only regularizing and extending 
uniformly over the country a pena! machinery already existing and 
legal. The remedy is to be applied, not de novo, but ' uberius et 
celerius ' than has been hitherto possible ; — and because experience 
proves that the bishops ' per suam jurisdictionem spiritualem dictos 
perfidos et perversos absque ausilio dictae majestatis regiae sufficienkr 
corrigen nequeunt;' inasmuch as the Lollards, by passing from one 
diocese into another, can with so littie difficulty evade the citations 
served upon them. In truth, to societies whose evolution for many 
s had been presided over by the Catholic Church, the crime 
Walsingham, Hislvria, vol. ii. p. l88 ; Rolls series. 
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of heresy appeared so tremendous that no punishment, however 
agonizing, could be commensurate with its turpitude; and when 
a provincial council, or even a diocesan court, had once declared the 
fact of heresy to be proved, and had handed over the culprit to the 
grasp of lay justice, the sheriif, or mayor, or bailiff, who received him, 
was little likely, unless there was a speedy and full retractation, to be 
incommoded by prayers or murmurs from the people that execution 
might be stayed. That such a monster should both in body and 
soul be as soon as possible got rid of, erased and annihilated off the 
face of the earth which he cumbered, was the shuddering: desire of 
the pious and the superstitious alike ; and for this, fire offered the 
readiest means; the miscreant might be reduced to ashes, — those 
ashes might be scattered to the winds; and while his soul commenced 
to endure its secular torments, his hateful presence would in no 
possible shape afflict Christian people more. The legislature, which 
ordained that obstinate heretics should be burned ' coram populo in 
eminenti loco,' was not afraid that any sympathy with them in their 
suff'erings would be exhibited by the people, I have entered into 
these considerations simply in order to mitigate the primd facie 
improbability that if any burnings or beheadings had taken place in 
the last twenty years of the fourteenth century, the chroniclers would 
have passed them over in silence. Things were changed in the 
sixteenth century, but at the time we are speaking of such a mode 
of dealing with heretics appeared to most men so obviously natural 
and right,— so much a matter of course, — that one can better under- 
stand how very severe punishments may have passed over absolutely 
without record. 

On the whole, then, it appears that the mention of ' brennyng ' in 
these tracts, and also in the sermons for the Commune Sanctorum, 
is not conclusive against their authenticity. There are, however, 
in the case of the tracts, or some of them, various other difficulties, 
the full consideration of which, as was said before, must be reserved 
for the Introduction to the miscellaneous volume. 

The Homilies. — To proceed to the contents of the present 
volumes. It was Dr. Shirley's intention, both on account of their 
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intrinsic importance, and because, among all the longer English 
writings, there was the greatest weight of evidence in favour of their 
genuineness, to print the Homilies'" first. This intention has been 
carried out, and the first two volumes of the present edition contain 
the entire collection,— Vol. I. giving the Sermons for the Sunday 
Gospels, and those for the Commune and Proprium Sanctorum, 
while Vol. II. contains the Sermons for the Ferial Gospels, and those 
for the Sunday Epistles. The original arrangement appears to have 
been, that the sermons for the Sunday epistles and gospels should 
be intermixed. This I infer, partly from the fact that such is the 
arrangement in a valuable MS. in the Bodleian (Douce 321), which, 
imperfect as it is, appears from the forms of the words to be some- 
what more ancient than the manuscript I have printed from, — partly 
from the same arrangement being followed in one of the copies in 
the British Museum (Claudius, D, VIII.), and also in a curious MS. 
at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, — but chieSy from a discovery, 
made in the course of my editorial occupations on MS. Bodl. 788, 
that the copy from which the writer of that manuscript made his 
transcript, must also have had the sermons so arranged \ As, how- 
ever, the majority of the MSS. adhere to the separate arrangement, 
and there is no reason to think that the two sets were written at the 
same time, or are in any way connected as to their contents, it seems 
upon the whole preferable to print them just as they stand in the 
MS. which is the basis of the edition. 

The authenticity of these sermons, taken as a whole, cannot 
reasonably be questioned. Although, so far as I am aware, no one 

I" No. 3 in Dr. Shirley's Catalogue. ten, and continued the transcript of the 

' At the bottom of pa-E^ ^^ of Bodl, gospel sermon from the point where he 

788, (he scribe had arrived near the end had broken off. The conclusion is in- 

of the gospel sermon for the Third Sun- evitable that the older copy which he 

day in Lent. On turning the leaf, was using contained the gospel and 

instead of the concluding portion of epistle sermons intermixed, so that parts 

the gospel sermon, he has written down of two sermons of each description 

a portion of the epis/li sermon for the would often appear on parallel columns, 

next Sunday in Lent ; nor did he dis- as may be seen to this day in Douce 

cover his mistake till he had written 311; such being the case, ihe scribe's 

about half a column ; when at last he eye on commencing a fresh page was 

found out what he was doing, he drew caught by the wrong column, and thus 

a pen with ted ink through the portion the present appearance of the MS, is 

of the epistle sermon that he had writ- accounted for. 
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of the numerous and widely separated MSS. which contain them 
names Wydif as the author in a handwriting contemporary with 
the copies themselves, yet they have all come down accompanied 
by the tradition of his authorship, and have never been ascribed to 
any one else. Again, the fact that the copies are so numerous 
attests their high popularity in the times before the invention of 
printing, and entirely accords with the statement of Leland'", that 
even in his (Leland's) age, many of the reformer's writings, both 
in Latin and English, were religiously preserved and diligently read 
by certain persons, ' praesertim ilia vernacula in plebis gratiam 
scripta.' Bale names the several divisions of the sermons in his 
catalogue, though not always in a way sufficient to identify them 
with certainty. For instance, his ' In Evangelia Dominicalia,' with 
incipii, ' Homo quidam erat dives,' might just as well refer to the 
spurious collection of sennons described on a previous page" as 
to those in the present collection. Again, the first words of his 
'Sennones in Epistolas' do not tally with the opening of the first 
Epistle sermon in our present copies. But with regard to the sermons 
for the Commune and Proprium Sanctorum, and those on the Ferial 
Gospels, it may be held as certain that the works which he has 
catalogued are the same as those now printed. The authority of 
Bale indeed, — Bale, who sets down Wyclifs death in 1387, who takes 
him on a journey into Bohemia, who assigns to him a score of works 
which it is most certain he never wrote ; moreover, who in his article 
on Chaucer, omits from the list of his works the Can/eriury Tales, 
and includes Lydgate's Falls of Princes, — is, if uncorroborated, of 
almost no value. Happily in the present case the weight of internal 
evidence tends strongly in the same direction ; the authoritative tone, 
the proneness to subtle and recondite distinctions, so completely in 
harmony with what we know of Wyclifs fame in the schools, the 
special hostility to the friars, the allusions to contemporary events, 
such as the crusade of Bishop Spencer, and the grant of papal in- 
dulgences to those who engaged in it (p. J36) — events which occurred 
in 1383, and therefore would have been naturally referred to in a 
•a de Scriploribus Brilannicis, art. ' Wicoclivus.' " See p. iii. 
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series of sermons preached in his parish of Lutterworth during the 
last two years of bis life, after he had been compelled to retire from 
Oxford by the Council of 138a, — lastly, a distinct reference at the 
end of Sermon XXX. {p. 79) to a Latin work by tbe writer, which, 
it can hardly be doubted was the De Veritale Scripiurae, — all these 
con^crgng pr off taken m connection with the unbroken tradition 
surroundmg the MSS which has been already referred to, appear 
to establish Wyclif in the authorship of these sermons beyond all 
reasonable doubt 

Assuming them therefore to be authentic, the questions which 
next present themsehes for consideration relate, (i) to the form they 
bear (2) to the nature of their contents. 

I. Prefixed to the 'Sermons for the Commune and the Proprium 
Sanctorum a tew explanatory remarks will be found, from which the 
relation in which thcL. sermons stand to the Sarum Missal, and to 
the generil hturgica! s>stem of the Catholic Church in the fourteenth 
century may be better comprehended. The collection of sermons 
for the Sund-iy goifels (which are for the most part the same as 
those in the Enf,lish Praj er-book), needs no explanation. The 
originator of this stj le of sermon in the Western Church was Gregory 
the Great, whose lorty Homilies, explanatory of the gospels read on 
various festivals, are most racy and profitable reading. Several pas- 
sages in the opening sermons (see pp. 3, 6, 9) make it appear that 
Wyclif composed these homilies more as drafts, or skeleton sermons, 
which a preacher might take and fiil in ad libilum, than as in them- 
selves complete discourses. The curious MS. at Sidney Sussex 
College is a standing proof that he was sometimes taken at his word; 
in this MS. the sermon for the Sunday gospel is usually given entire, 
and followed by a few hortatory remarks enlarging upon Wyclifs 
hints; to these succeeds a short instruction based on a text taken 
from the epistle for the same Sunday °. 

" These instructions have been tion showed that such was not the 

hitherto supposed {see Shirley's Cam- case; they appear to be original com- 

lona. p, 33) to be identical with the positions, the work no doubt of the 

'Sermons on the Epistles' hereafter amplifier of the Gospel sermons, 
to be printed ; but a minute examina- 
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3, To form a just estimate of the doctrinal and moral contents of 
these sermons, to realize and express the exact position which the 
writer, about whom so much windy declamation has gone forth during 
the last three centuries, occupied in face of the religious thought and 
life of his time,— this is a task for a theologian ; and I am no theo- 
logian, but merely a literary editor. But I may be allowed to point 
out that the opportunity is now first afforded to the general reader of 
ascertaining Wyclif's opinions, not from foxir or five scattered sermons 
or tracts (some of which the learned editor. Dr. Todd, by clothing 
them in black letter, has left nearly as undecipherable to ordinary 
readers as if they were still in MS. p), not from pamphlets, such as 
those so largely analyzed by Lewis, Lebas, and Dr. Vaughan, of which 
a large proportion are of highly doubtful authenticity, — but from 
a large collection of sermons, which, if any of Wyclif's English works 
are so, may be deemed thoroughly genuine. As some assistance to 
those who wish to embark in this inquiry, it may be mentioned that 
in this first volume opinions on the following important doctrines and 
practices will be found at the places indicated :— on justification, 
at p. 350; on purgatory, at pp. lai, 321 ; on the sacraments, espe- 
cially the Eucharist, passim, but see in particular pp. 1 19, 248, 365 ; 
on the privileges, graces, and power of Mary, at pp. 246, 257, 345, 
356 ; on Antichrist, at p. 350 ; on private confession, at pp. 333, 
331 ; and on clerical celibacy, at p. 364. 

Formation op the Text, — The following are the MSS. which 
have been consulted, with a view to the production of a correct t«xt 
of the Sermons : — 

p Wycliffe's Thrif Treaihes on the Cburrb. DubUn, 1857, 
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This truly excellent MS. contains, in a small thick 
folio, the whole collection of genuine Homilies, 
numbered z in Shirley's Catalogue. As to its 
history, nothing whatever is known. Not a 
single leaf is missing, ajid although of course 
not free from errors, it is one of those unusually 
correct and serviceable copies which rejoice the 
heart of sn editor. It is in the same hand- 
writing from first to last, a handwriting 
probably of the last decade of the fourteenth 
century. It is on good but thin parchment, 
sparingly ornamented with blue and red flourishes 
and head-letters. 

This MS., a small quarto, is in the University 
Library at Cambridge. It contains only the 
sermons for the Sunday gospels and epistles. It 
is on the finest vellum, and the handwriting is 
of a very superior description ; here and there it 
is richly illuminated. One may feel certain that 
it was executed for some wealthy person, who 
desired that no expense should be spared. I was 
at first inclined to rate its value very highly, but 
the remarkable femily Ukeness between it and 
A soon struck me, and at length I discovered 
a proof, amounting almost to a demonstration, 
that one must have been copied from the other. 
In the text of Sermon LIII., ' Si quis diligit me,' 
while the MS. Douce 311 refers to the right chap- 
ter, John xiv., A and B both fail into the some 
error, referring to John xyiii. Tlie balance of 
probability against the coincidence being ac- 
cidental is of course enormously great ; either 
then both MSS. must be copies from some earlier 
MS., now lost, which contained the error, or 
else one of Ihem copied it from the other. But 
the former supposition is gratuitous and im- 
probable; they have then copied each other, 
and of the two alternatives, it is more likely 
that B. a partial copy, and a MS. dt luxe, is 
copied from A, than A from B, The general 
conclusion is that B is of no value as an original 
authority; it has however the merit of not unfre- 
quently correcting errors of inadvertence or 
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This is a small MS. of but little value, in the 
Bodleian Library, containing, besides the tract 
called Vae OctuptcK, only (he sermons for the 
Sunday gospels. The hand is apparently of a 
period past the middle of the fifteenth century. 

This MS. is in the possession of Lady Cowper. 
It is a double-colunmed folio ; at the foot of 
page I are the words ' Franciscus Conies Bed- 
fordiae,' and the date '1566.' In respect of 
s of a medium quality; the or- 
s but slight, and the writing gust 
mediocre. There are two changes of hand ; 
in the first hand all the flermons are written 
except those for the Ferial gospels, the first 
portion of which is written in the second, and 
the remainder in the third hand. The first hand 
seems to he late fourteenth century; the third 
I should judge to be some fifty years later. So 
far as my examination extended, this appeared 
to be a good and serviceable MS. 

In this MS which is unfortunately much 
n tila d h rm ns are arranged in a 
p il ar d h or the Sunday gospels 
dp h mg n rmixed, while the Pro- 

p San ruin edes instead of following 

h C mmun 1 good-sized quarto, writ- 

en n p hm nt in a large bold hand, 

and rj m n ed. From the forms of 

the words ('schai,' 'gode,' 'pynyd,' &c., instead 
of ' shal,' ' good,' ■ pyned,') it seems to be rather 
more ancient than Bodl. 788. Its readings are 
often different from, and not unfrequently superior 
to, those of Bodl. 788 ; between which and itself 
there is no more connexion or resemblance than 
must subsist between two MSS. of the same 
work, both good of their kind ; — each must be 
regarded as an independent authority. It is 
this quality of its readings which makes this 
MS,, for collating purposes, one of the utmost 
value. Not that it deserves to be ranked on 
the whole above Bodl, 788; not to speak of its 
mutilations, it is disfigured by a far greater 
number of carelessnesses, omissions, and other 
blunders than its rival. For il must be remem- 
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bered, that since Bodl, 788 has been adopted a: 
the basis of the printed text, every necessary cor 
rection of it for which support is found in any 
other MS. appears at the foot of tbe page, while 



the a 






rsof 



other MSS. are passed o 

A MS. of medium quality, 1 

Colonel North, conl:uning only the sermons on 
the Sunday gospels. From the forms of the 
words, it appears to be intermediate in point 
of date between the complete copies already 
described and Laud, ^i^. 

This MS. is in the British Museum. It is a good 
and carefully written teitt, having the sermons 
for the Sunday and Ferial gospels, and the Sun- 
day epistles, arranged in order of the season, 
commencing with Advent Sunday ; then follow 
the sermons for the Commune and Proprium 
Sanclonun. So far as I have been able to col- 
late it, its readings differ little from those of 
Bodl. 78B. The sermons in the last division 






be defective — o 



1) 1 






against thirty-eight in B dl J88 

The arrangement of the m n n hi MS., 
which is very imperfec a lea fif y fi e ser- 
mons being wanting, is th same as ha n G, 
of which I believe it to be a ojy 

This is a good MS,, but impe fe a he begmning. 
The arrangement is nearly the same as that of 
the Douce MS. All the first portion of the 
volume containing it consists of a noble and 
apparently perfect copy of the ' Statutes, 
Charters, and Customs' of the university of 
Oxfoid. 

This is a low class MS., somewhat dilapidated, in 
a hand of about the middle of the fifteenth 
century. It is inferior in every respect to the 
MS. at Wrest Park (D) already described. 

A handsome folio, moderately ornamented. It is 
of the same class as Bodl, ;88, the arrangement 
of which it exactly follows, down to the end of 
the Ferial sermons ; the Epistle sermons are 
wanting, I think it is somewhat later than 
Bodl. 78S, but my examination of it was not 
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New Coll. 

Oxford, 95. 



C.C.C.Camb. 
336. 



long ot srarching enough to enable me to speak 
positively. 

This is a still commoner and poorer copy than J ; 
also decidedly of later date. Its contents cor- 
respond to those of K; i.e. it has all the ser- 
mons except those on the epistles. 

This is a copy, poorly executed, and exhibiting 
several serious lacunae, of all the sermons except 
tliose on the Ferial gospels. The arrangement 
nearly corresponds to that of Bodl. 788. 

This is the remarkable MS. above referred to 
(p. xiv). It is in a rude handwriting, and 
upon coarse parchment, and conveys the im- 
pression of having been prepared by some poor 
parish priest for his own use. 

A small volume, containing only tiie sermons on 
the Sunday epistles ; the hand is rough and 
difficult, and not of an early date. 

One of the Harleian MSS. in the British Museum, 
containing only the Epistle sermons, and aiding 
defective in the sermon for the twenty-second 
Sunday after Trinity. So far as a brief exami- 
nation enables me to speak, it appeared to be 
of no special value. 

This MS. contains, besides a complete set of the 
sermons on the Ferial gospels, seven sermons 
on gospels belonging to tlie ■ Proprium de Tem- 
pore,' but included by Wyclif under the head of 
Proprium Sanctorum. (See p. 295.) It also has 
one of the Sunday sermons. No. XXXI. The 
handwriting is of the first half of the fifteenth 
century. 

This MS. (wrongly described in Dr. Shirley's 
Catalogue) contains the sermons for the Com- 
mune Sanctorum, and most of those for the 
Proprium Sanctorum and the Ferial gospels. 
My enamination of it was too hurried to permit 
of my forming a definite opinion as to its merits. 

This is the MS. containing the homilies criticised 
on p. iii. Besides these it contains a poor 
and late copy, much mutilated, of the sermons 
for the Sundays from Advent to Trinity. 
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The MS. Bodl. 788 has, as has been aheady stated, been adopted 
as the foundation of the text of the present edition, — being ab- 
solutely complete, singularly accurate, and probably older than, or 
equally old with, any of the others, except perhaps Douce 321. 
The arrangement of its contents has been adhered to in the printing, 
except that, in order not to break the series of sermons, the tracts 
Vae Ocluplsx and Of Mynydris in the Chirche {Nos. 4 and 5 of 
Shirley) which follow in the MS., one the Sunday gospel sermons, 
the other those for the Proprium Sanctorum, are reserved for the 
third volume. The orthography of the MS. is almost exactly repro- 
duced, the characters f" and j being retained throughout. The only 
deviations permitted are these : v is freely employed in the printing 
in place of u in the MS., wherever the sound appears to require it, 
because it is manifest that, except at the beginnings of words, the 
scribe employed the same characters for both sounds. He wrote 
loue, but it would be absurd to doubt that he pronounced Imie. 
Again, the character i is used in the MS. both for that sound and 
for the sound ofy"/ it is always imt, iniurie, &c., instead of j'usi, 
injurie ; I have therefore printed 7' instead of i wherever the sound 
seemed to require it. 

Like most of its class, the MS. Bod!. 788 contains the bare words 
of each sermon, and nothing more ; there are no capital letters, no 
division into paragraphs, no punctuation. Passages quoted from 
Scripture are underlined with red ink. The editor is responsible for 
supplying the above-named defects, as well as for marginal analyses, 
biblical references, and the verse of the chapter from which each text 
is taken. 

Of the transcript of the MS. the first part, down to p. 197, was 
made by the Rev, W. F. Cornish, of Lincoln College, the remainder 
by Mr. William Sorell; to both these gentlemen I am much indebted 
for the general fidelity and accuracy with which they performed their 

In conclusion, I have much pleasure in taking this opportunity 
of returning sincere thanks to those whose assistance I have 



,, Google 



xxii INTRODUCTION. 

benefited by in preparing the present volumes; — to Professor Stubbs, 
of whose valuable aid I have already spoken; to the Rev. H. O. Coxe, 
Bodley's Librarian; the Rev. J. Mayor, the late, and Mr. Bradshaw, 
the present. Librarian of the Cambridge University Library; to 
Professor Dunne, of the Irish Catholic University, who kindly 
examined for me some MSS. in the Library of Trinity College, 
Dublin; to Mr. Bond, custodian of the MSS. at the British Museum; 
to the Rev. W. Macray, of the Bodleian Library; lastly, to Mr. Cald- 
well, Fellow of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, and the Rev. 
J, J. Perowne, Fellow of the same College. 

A complete Glossary will be subjoined to the last volume of the 
English works. 

T. ARNOLD. 
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HERE BIGYNNEN 

5E SONEDAI GOSPELIS, 

EXPOWNED IN PARTIE. 

PE FiRSTE SoNEDAi Gospel after Trinite Sondai. 
[SERMON I.] 

Homo guidam erat dives. — LfYK xvi. [19.] 
Cribt lelli]) in ]iis parable how richessis ben perilouse, for 
lijtU wole a riche man use hem unto moche lust. A parable 
is a word of stori, |iat bi jiat hydel) a spiritual witt. pe stori 
le!le|); — \>ere was a riche man Jiat disuside his richesse in pride 
and in glotonye, for he was clo^id in purpur and bise, )iat ben 
prescious clo|>es bojw rede and white ; and bo he was an 
ypocriie, j>at shewide him to j)e world bojie austerne and clene, 
as worldly men done. And over fiis, eck daie was he fedd 
shynyngly, bo]i for shynyng of vessel and prescious food, and 
Pere was a pore man liynge at his yite pat was ckpid Lazarus, 
full of sore biles; and he wolde be fiUid by crummes pat felden fro 
pe riche mannes liord, but no man yif him hem^, for avarise of 
}te lord, but pe houndis of Pe lord comen, and lickide his biles ; 
anO ])is signifie}* compassioun of riche mennes servantis, ))at 
\ty have of pore men; but )iei ben lettid to helpe hem. And 
it is maad by Goddis wille pat pis begger was deed; and was 
born by aungelis into Abrahams bosum; pis riche man was dede, 

' This additional clause is found in the Vulgate ; ■ et nemo illi dabat.' 
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but not soiempnely to God, and he was buried in helle", in token 
(lat he shulde ever dwelle there. Abrahames bosum is clepid 
a place of reste fat holy soulis restiden inne bifore Cristis 
ascensioun. And here may we see jiat |)at nei|>er riche men ne 
pore, in jiat ]>ey ben sich, be blessid in hevene ; sith Abraham 
jie riche man toke Lazarus into his bosum ; but disuse of 
richesses and impacience of pore men hen dampned of Crist ; 
and eUis not siche men ; and {lei ben not preisid of Crist but 
bi contrarie virtues. p(i riche man lifle up hise iyn in hise 
lurmenlis of helk, and si^ Abrahame aferre, and Lazarus in his 
lappe ; and hi criede. Fader Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
sende pe lazar hidir, weljnge his fyngres eende in water to colde 
my longe, for Y am iormenlid in pis flavame. pfe manner of 
speche of holy writ! is to undirstonde by names of bodi ver- 
tues of )te BOule, t)at dwellen for a tyme in siche bodies ; and 
so, for |)is riche man was booslful in speche and likerous in 
foode, he was tormentid in vertu of his tunge ; and ))us men 
in weye to bUs, whanne )>ei traveilen in sutil and medeful 
werkes, }iei swagen in a maner fie peyne of dampned men ; 
for ]iei have slakyng of }ier peyne in f^at }tat Jtey hopen to have 
fewer felowis in helle, to be peyned wij) hem. And Abraham 
sdde topH riche man, dampnyd, Sone, have mynde hmopou haddisl 
lust in this lyfe, and Lazar peyne, and perefore, bi rigt jugement 
of God, he is now conforlid and pou art now turmentid; for he 
sufferide peyne pacientty and Jiou toke )ii lusts synfulli. And 
sum men jienken, for (tis dampnid riche man clepid Abraham 
his fadir, and Abraham clepid him ajen his sone, jiat he was 
an Ebreu, and Abraham was his ,fadir ; but Abraham answeride 
him, hi treuj>e ])at God tolde him, |)at pere was a myche void 
place stablid betwene hem, derke and unordynd, pal leltid dampned 
men lo come to hem, a! yf pei wolden, or hem come to dampned 
men : for J>ei desiren it not, and jif sum seintis coveiten kyndely 
to comferte Jier frendis, [>ey have stronger wille to confourme 
hem to Goddis mile, and men may neijier falle fro hevene to 
helle, ne flee fro helle to hevene at (ler owne wille. But pe 
riche man preied Abraham lo sende Lazar to his fadir hous,for 

• ' Sqjultus eat in inferno ; ' Vulg. 
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he hadde fyve breperen, and he wolde pa/ pei W(ren warnid to 
amenden hem of her lyf; not for charite )iat men danipned in j 
helie have to lyvyng men or ellis to dampned men ; for as j 
seintis in hevene wanten envye, so dampned men fallen In : 
charite; but he dredde him of his peyne fiat he shulde have 
by dampnyng of hlse bre|)ren ; for he assentide to hem in jier ! 
wickide lyf. But Abraham seide to him pat pei have Moyses and \ 
prophelis in |)er bokcs Jiat |)ei wrlten, keere pet hem spedely, and I 
kepe )fei Goddis commandementis ; and pis riche dampned man \ 
seide to Abraham, Nay, Fadir Abraham, but if ony of dede men 
wende to hem and warne hem, pei shal do pmaunce, and flee jwr 
dampnacioun. But Abraham seide ajen, |fat yf pei heeren no! 
Moyses and prophetis pat spaken by God, pei shall not trawe to 
dede men; for fier wordes ben of lasse evydence, and it falliji 
not to God to make a newe lawe and newe miraclis for ech 
man Jiat shal be dampned, as Crist wolde not come doun of 
|fe Crosse to conferme the fals Jewis. 

In* j)is Gospel may preestis telle of fals pride of rtche men, 
and of lustful lyf of my5ty men of )tis woride, and of longe 
peynes of helle, and joyful blis in hevene, and )tus leng|ie J>er 
sermoun as Jie tyme axi)>. And marke we how |>is gospel teliiji 
}tat Jiis riche man was not dampned for extorsioun or wrong \a.X 
he dide to his nei5bore, but for he failide in werkes of mercy ; 
and }jus shulde we warne bo|> o man and ojier how sum men 
shal be dampnyd more felly foi- raveyne, and sum shal be 
dampnyd more softly, for misusing-e of Goddis goodis. 



Ce secundk SoNDAi Gospel after Trynvte. 

[SERMON 11.] 

Homo quidam/ecit coenam magnam. — Loc. xiiii. [r6.] 

pis gospel move|i men bi witt of a parable to desire spedely 

to come to hevene. We shal undirslonde Jiat eche worde of 

' The language of this concluding lo publication than to delivery from 
paragraph shows that these homi- the pulpit, 
lies were written rather with a view 
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Goddis lawe is soj), aljates if some men undirstonde it falsely ; 
for so ]>ey undirstonden God, and jit j>ei maken him not fals ; 
and so pryve undirstondinge of jiis holy Gospel is aljates so|>, 
and 1)6 storye bo|>e. pe Gospel telli|f ))at pere was a man pal 
makide a grest soper and clepide pereto many men. pis man is 
Jesus Crist, [lat is bo{)e God and man; and |iis grete soper 
is the grete mangery fat seinlis in hevene shall eten of Goddis 
bord; and ]>is shall ever last wijjout irkyng or noye, for )iere 
shal nofiing faile )iat seintis wolen desire. And, for ]fis shal 
be )ie laste mete, it is well clepid a soper, for soper is jie laste 
mete fiat man takifi in )>e daie. And for foure causis it is a 
greet soper, for Jie Lord is grete \&X maket> \\% soper, so )>at no 
man but he may make siche a soper ; also the peeple is grete 
and many Jiat sittej) at [lis soper; also |>e mete is prescious Jiat 
|)ei soupen wi[j, si|) Crist is al maner of mete and drynke, j)at 
l>ei be fed wi|> ; also |>e tyme of sittyng at jiis soper is wijiouten 
eende. pis lord clepif> many to fiis soper ; for jiere nys no man 
but jif he longe sum weie after blise ; for ech man longiji after 
good, and fie last good and best in which oonly man shulde 
reste is blisse. But t>e gospel sei|f f>at many men ben clepid, 
and fewe ben chosen, for alie men Jiat God jeveji desiryng to 
blis ben clepide, but al oonly jiese ben chosen, jiat lasten in love 
of God to Jier ending day, for to alle siche and oonly siche 
haj) God ordeyned blisse. And he senle out his servaunlis in 
houre of pis soper to seie lo men clepid hereto to come, for now alle 
pingis ben redy. pe hour of jiis soper is tyme of |ie Incarnacion, 
for in |)at tyme was heven first persid", and men sett first in 
hevene wi|) Crist, pis servant sent out is the manheed of Crist, 
wi]> hise membris jiat here lyveden wiji him, as Joon Baptist and 
ojter apostlis and ofier trewe servaunlis. Alle j)ingis were redy ; 
for the Godhede and manhede of Crist was for Jiat time redy 
lo fede seintes in hevene, and Crist, as Paul seij), is alle (lingis 
in alle men jiat shal be savyd, and rijt so his lawe is jie first 
and ]« laste and fully ynouj, after which shulde be noon other 
lawe. For Anticrislis lawe, cloutid of many, is full of errors, 
and disseyve]) many men, as law of Sarasyns and of Jiese newe 

> ' pierced ' i* used in the sense of penelraterf, or forcibly entered. 



,, Google 



SERMONS. 

ordris. And as [le gospel seijj, al skhe mm bygan logiper for to 
excuse hem ; for ai ])ese men and al oonli siche ])at lellen more 
bi siche lawe |ian bi Goddis lawe excusen hem lo come (fe rijt 
weye to hevene. And as t>ere is f>re maner of synne, so {)re 
maner men excusiden hem fro jiis soper. pi; first seitk pat he 
hadde bou-^t a loan and was nedid to go out and see it; and )iis 
bitokeneji proude men, |>al for worldly lordship wenden out fro 
|>e weye of God, and occupien her wittes about worldely hey- 
nesse ; and for |)e first seide ])at |>is was nedeful, Jterefore he 
preide pe lordis messanger lo have him excusid. J'c seconde seide, 
hat he hadde bouyt fyve yockis of oxen, and he wente to assay kern, 
and perefore he preide him to have him excusid. pes fyve yockis 
bitokenen plente of worldely goodis ; for traveil and foure pro- 
fitis Jiat comen of oxen ; and for \\% bisynesse turnej) rundely 
in hemsiif [terefore it is well seide fat Jiere ben fyve yockis. 
And for siche worldeiy men ben yockid togijiere wij) [le fend 
and ]« world, jierefore the gospel clepij) hem yockis. \>e pridde 
nian seide ]>at he hadde wedded a wyf, and perefore my^te not come. 
pis |fridde bitokeneji men Jiat ben overcomen wij) fleishly synne, 
as glotonye and lecherie ; and )>es men more beestly excusen 
hem, not curteysly, as jiese two first diden ; but seien shortly, 
\iiiy may not come, pe first two men excusiden hem by \>is, jiat 
yey wolen be lordly to distroye Goddis enemyes, and jiei wolen 
be riche lo helpe pore men ; but )>e ]>ridde, (lat hafi his fleish 
as his wyf, maister of his soule, is an uncurtais fool ; and Jiere- 
fore he answeride Jms. pe servaunt turnide ayn and tolde his 
lord pe answere of pese pre men; for every creature sei|> to Crist 
fully himsilf. But jie lord was wroo]) wiji excusacioun of jiese 
beden foolis, and bad his servaunt wende out into siretis of f^ 
citee, more and lasse, and brynge into )iis feeste ]iis Jire maner 
of men, pore feble men, pore blynde men, and pore lame men. 
pese ])re ben Goddis prisoneris, |iat bojie God and man helpen 
wifi aimes. And it semelh )iat jiese and noon d'ftT shal come 
to hevene, for who shal come to hevene but if he be pore in 
spirit ; who shal come to heven but ^if he be feble in spirit and 
nedid to have mercy ; who shall come to hevene but jif he bi 
lijtned of his blindnesse ; and who shal come to hevene, but 
he |iat halteji now hi5e in vertues and now low in synnes? 
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j Certis noon but 'ft iord of J'is feeste ; and to siche bodili pore 
men techej) ))iE gospel men to do her almes ; for we shall 
sue Crist, J>at doiji specialy his greet almes to }iese lire men, 
and of j>ese )ire maner of men many comen to heven. But 
Goddis servauntis boj-e of men and aungelis seien after |jis 
secounde maner of clepyng, Lord, it is dotte as pou comandisl, 
and yt )>ere is a voide place, for men jiat shulden soupe wil> |)ee ; 
for |)is maner of clepyng of men to |je joie of hevene filleji not 
hevene of men fat God ha{i ordeyned^ to blis, and herfore |>e 
Lord of hevene in his jiridde clepyng, |iat shal be in tyme nyj 
|« dale of dome, biddep his servantis go out into weyes and kegges 
and lonstreynm mtn to mhe pat my kotis be filhd For now m 
])e laste daies whan preestia ben tumid to i\arice =!ton}i shal 
crje and constrevne preestis )iat maken hem a pruat rehgioun 
as an hegge and o[>er men ^t suen hem m |>e brode wcje to 
helleward — j)ese stoonis ()at ben m)3tj men m }« uorlde shal 
constreyne bo(ie preestis and peple for to entre into heiene 
bi holdmg of Goddis lawe for drede of takingt of her goodis 
and punitihinge of her bodies shal conbtrc)ne hem bj drede 
to kepe f>is stre>te wey to he\ene And so jie noumbre of men 
)iat God ha]) ordejned to blisse mut nedis be fillid maugre 
Anticrist But Cnst seip to his Apos/hs pal noon of pe prsle 
mtn pal God ckpid to pe mete and uolde not come sh il latstt his 
souptr in ye bhsse of hevene For God haji ordejned whiche 
men shal be saved and which shal be dampned and boji |«se 
noumbres mote nede be fulfilled , and lordis for her profit 
moten nedes helpe herto and Anticristis feynyi^e mote nedes 
be knowun 

Here ma> men touche of alle manere of s) nne and specialj 
of false preestii traitors to God jiat shulden treuK clepe men 
to bhse and telle hem ye we) of |)e lawe of Cri'it and make 
knowe to jie peple the cautelis of Anticriat 

' So in B ; Ihe Bodleian MS. has orJiynei>. 
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I'E >RIDDE SONDAV GOSPEL AFTER TrvNYTE SONDAY, 

[SERMON III.] 

Atcesserunt ad Jesum publicani et peccatores.~-\.\K. xv. [i.] 
In ))is gospel tellij) Crist two parablis of comfort, how his 
peple shal be saved aljif preestis grutchen Jiere a3en, bo[>e prelatis 
and religiouse, for her pryde and coveitise. pe story of |>is 
Gospel telliji how puhUcanis and sinful men weren coniyng to 
Jesus to here his lore ; and he tretide hem graciously as a good 
lord ; but scribis and Phariseis gruchiden ayns pis and blas- 
femiden ayns Crist, and seiden. He etc wip hem unlawfully; and 
t>is dede may figure Jiingis jiat fallij) now, siji prelatis, as scribis, 
and religiouse, as Phariseis, grutchen ajens trewe preestis, 
membris of Crist, fiat communen wi)) commounes as publicanis 
and seculer lordis, as sinful men ; and selen it falli]) not to hem 
to knowe Goddis lawe. For jiei seien it is so hey, so sutil 
and so holy, (lat a! oonly scribis and Phariseis shulden speke 
of jiis lawe. And }ies seculer prelatis may wele be clepid 
scribis, for [lei bo|>e more and lasse writen Jie money fiat Jiei 
pilen of Jie peple more bisily fian Jiei prynten in her soulis f« 
knowyng of Goddis lawe. And |)es religiouse ben Pharisees ; 
for fiei ben divydid fro fie comoun maner of lyvynge hi hir 
rotun rytys as Pharisees weren. pre causis f^ere ben whi f)is 
hevenly leche resseyvede freely fies synful men and eet wif> 
hem, — ffirst, for he wolde converre hem to confusioun of 
proude prelatis fiat leltiden fie fredom of Goddis lawes to have 
hir cours ; by f>is shulden f>ei mekety knowe (lat heynes of state 
makif) not a man evermore beter to God. pe seconde cause 
is, fiat Crist wolde ^yve his preestis in tyme of grace lore and 
ensample to do wisely so, and to stonde for |>e fredom of 
Goddis lawe. pe fridde cause is, — for Crist wolde shewe his 
genera! lordship and savynge not oonly of Jewis but of hefiene 
men in dyverse statis. pese prelatis wolden fayn fiat all Goddis 
lawe were hongynge on hem for to spuyle Jie puple ; for fianne 
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wolde jiei telle ))is lawe, and put jiereto fals undirstondinge, as 
j)ei m)'3ten have more wynnynge of fie puple. — IT pe first 
parable stondi)) in a question of Crist ; he axij) which man of 
hem hadde an hundrid shepe to kepe, and he were nedid to save 
hem ech on, and he hadde lost oon of hem; ne wolde he not keve 
fourescore and rtynlene in a sikir deserie and go and seke pis lost 
sheep til pat he fond if; and when he hadde foundett if, wolde leten 
it on his shuldris vaip joie and whanne he comep hoom, he clepep 
togidre his frendts and nei^boris, and seip to hem. Be ye gladde 
and panke me, for V have founds my sheep pat was perishid. 
Certis y seie to you pmt pere shat lie joie in hevene upon oon synful 
man pal doip penaunce, -^he l>o more Jian upon foure score and 
nyntene ri-^t-wise pat have no nede of penaunce. pis man is Jesus 
Crist |)at was of ]« Jewis, and he was herty and wyse and 
hadde in his kepynge |ie aungelis confirmed in hevene, and 
wi|i hem mankynde. Nynty and nyne bitokenefi [les aungelis, 
for fies nyne ordres [lat ben knytled in Crist ; and j>is oo she ep 
is mankynde, fiat acordiji more to-gider Jian }>ese nyne ordres 
of aungels. pis oo sheep ])at was lost perishide by synne of 
Adam, as |« psalme seiji. Hevene is clepid disert by many 
enchesouns, for it is selde visited of men, )iat slowly comen 
|)idir, and it is not tilid' as is er|ie here wiji us, and it is florisbid 
wiji goostly trees f)at evermore ben grene, for grenesse in 
virtues may nevere faile in hevene. And jiis is a sykyr place ; 
for fendis tempten men not Jiere. Crist lefte Jiis aungei kynde 
dwellyng in hevene ; for Crist toke not angels kynde but toke 
here mannis kynde, and bi his greet virtue he suffride peyne 
as ofwr men |)re and jiritty jeer, and broujt mankynde to 
hevene, and bade fie aungelis his frendis, and man next him 
in manhede, rejoyeshe hem wif) him, for he hadde saved man- 
kynde fiat was perishide. And bi f>is aungels in hevene, 
mankynde, and feendis, shulde be gladde bi resoun ; for Jie 
; fiat ben dampned )« more is fendis peyne, and fius is 
more joie in hevene of fiis oo sheep, ftan of nyne ordris of 
aungels ftat neden noo penaunce, for fiei synneden nevere. 
pis o sheep fiat is mankynde synede for f>e more parte, and 

1 For ' tilled ' (?) D has lylvd; C tilUd. 
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was quykid bi Crist, ^i. was oon wi[i his brejieren; and he, 
al5if he myjte not synnen, suffride peyne for his sheep. And 
more joie is in hevene of him and his membris ))an of nyne 
ordris of angelis, for )>ei ben beter and lyveden more medefully 
as trewe knyjlis of God pe seconde partble of Crist slondi|i 
in )iis, ))at a wyse wommm pal hadde ten drigmes yf she hadde 
lost oon, she wolde li-^ne her lanterne tut lu up htr houst to stke 
pis lost dragme, and whin she hadd founden il she wolde make 
joie as it was seid bifore of him (lat lost |>e sheep — IT J)is 
womman is Jesus Crist wj sdom of )« fadir lieie ten dragmes 
ben his resonable creaturis for Jiei ben maid a!le to jmage and 
licnesse of ^ Trinite. pe ttnjie dragme )tat was lost i^j min 
kynde, jie lanterne )iat was kjtid is |>e manhede of Cnst }ie 
turning up of ])is house is changinge of statis jiat ben maid m 
))is world by manhede of Crist For Jie angei wolde not suffren 
Joon to knele and worshipe him for his lord was foones bro]!ir 
and Jie aungelis weren hise servauntis ; and so many |>ingis of 
))is world weren tumid up so down, si]i evry parte of {lis worlde 
was beterid bi Cristis manhede. 

We may touche in )iis gospel what spediji men and what 
))ing letti)j men for to be saved, for men mote nede do penaunce 
in berynge of Jiis sheep, and have lijt of J>is lanterne for to 
fynde fiis lost dragme. 



pE FOi-'Rhr, SoNDAi Gospel after Trvnyte. 



[SERMON IV.} 

Estate mtsericordes. — Luc. vi. [36.] 
pia gospei move|> men to mercy ajen ^ ypocrisye of Jies 
false Pharisees, and Crist biddif) first generally men to be 
merci/ul as your fadir is merciful. For whanne a genera! 
word is seid bi himsilf, it shal be taken for )« most famous. 
pere ben many fadris, as fadir of kynde, and fadir of lore, but 
)ie mooste propre fadir is he Jiat makij) men of noujt, for he is 
fadir of mennis bodies, and fadir of her soulis, and in vertue 
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of him worchen all o|)er fadris. And [lis fadir shulden we sue 
in alle our werkes, for aljif we may not atteyne to fiis fadir, 
ne|ieles )>o dedis ben nou3tis jiat ben not ensaumplid and 
wroujt by }iis fadir. pe mercy of l>is fadir can we not telle 
fulli, for he is )« mooste worcher fat may be in ])is world, and 
he cannot worche, but jif he medle mercy, for he wroujt by 
mercy whan he made |»is worlde, si)j he dide good to angelis, 
and makide hem perfit, and broujle hem to heyer state wi(i- 
outen her disert. And so when he doifi good to eny creature, 
he maki)) it perfit of his pure grace, si]> God Almijty, al witty, 
and al godely, cannot worche but 3if he worche by mercy. 
Be we }ian mercyful for goodnesse of God. pe lest mercy of 
men is among clerkis : }iat wolen not jyve goodis of grace but 
3if Jiei sillen hem, and )>erefore j'is synne is heresie before God, 
]« most and jie first )iat parte]) men fro God, for ))ei weyen her 
wynnynges more fian jier God. And herfore all )jat we done 
shulde be done in Goddis name, to wirchip of oure God, and 
profit of his church, jhe 5if we ben holden bo))e to God and 
man by resoun of dette to do a good dede, loke \sX fiis reson 
be first hidde in our t>ou5t, and so -no man may excuse him 
fro werkes of mercy as no man may wanle werkes of a good 
wille, for ]at werke is Jie first and heiest in man. First shulde 
a man have mercy of himsilf, and mercy of his modir, ))at is 
Holy Chirche ; and }>an haj) he mercy of all his ende kyn». pe 
secound word of CusX. forbedip fool jugement ; and resoun of l>is 
stondiji hereinne |fat God may not folily juge ony man; and 
so as oure witle ha|i nede to be clojiid wij) mercy, so oure 
undirstondinge haj> nede to have rijt jugement. For many 
men wenen to be merciful to ypocritis, and jiei done harm to 
men to which \€\ wenen do profit ; and many men wenen 
to juge ])er brefieren, and jit )iei jugen falsely and cruely of 
many ; and eche man shulde tempere sich jugement aftir 
God, for God in his jugement may not faile for resoun. pe 
jiridde word bidditji Cristen men beware of foiy dampnynge 
up peytie of per dampnacign ; and al jif J'is seme(' no comoun 
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synne among men, nefteles al maner of men synnen herynne ; 
and prelalis, (lat dampnen men in maner of Jier cursyng. And 
ofte tymes fei witen not how |>ei ben to God ; and by repula- 
cion Jiat shulde be take of Goddis lawe t>es men done wel! as 
God biddi|) hem do. Lordis jugen ofte tymes (lat ojier men 
done amys, whan )tei displesen hem in jiir wronge wille ; as we 
dampnen Clement' wi]> his fautours, and fiei dampnen us, and 
o king dampni]) his adversarie, and he dampnifi him a5en, and 
comounes dampnen proude men and o|»ers to be ypocrites. 
And comounly foly jugement is Jiing |iat men knowen not, for 
^i leden not }ier witt after Goddis lawe, for f^i presumen as |>e 
fende to kunne j'at |)ei knowen not. — 5f pe fourj>e and fie fiffte 
word biddip men/br^yve and ^yoe sum matter of goodis, and so skal 
God rewards hem. And not al oonlyGod, but seintis in hevene, 
shal rewarde men, after Jrat }iey have done here to hem. For Jiesc 
fyve dedisi alargid to alle men mut have sum men seintis in 
hevene. And |iese seintis shulen reward men here in abound- 
ance of foure )>ingis; first, }iei shal rewarde men in a good 
mesure, for seintis in hevene done beter to men fian Jiei diden 
to hem here in j'is lyf; and where men diden scarsely good to 
|)ir brejieren, seintis fillen trewe men wiji all manere of goodis ; 
and |iis lillyng is not voide hut sadly replenchid^., and al )« laste 
it is heepid as myche as it wole take. And siche metyng of 
corn, of meJe, or ojter |fing, wolde be preisid among men fer 
f)e largenesse of [le meter ; and (lis })ing men have here in her 
bosum, but God filli|f )« substance. For certis in sick mesure 
as men mesuren to her brejieren shal // be mesurid to hem bi 
jugement of God. Jif Jie mesure be good, Jiei shal have good 
ajen, and jif [le mesure be unjust, |iei shal have peyne ajen. 
And, for defaute in al fiis comi|t of ypocrisye of prelads, \>Al 
shulden teche pleynly Goddis lawe and not fer er|)ly wynnynges, 
{lerfore seiji Crist in his parable, jiat yfjK blynde lede pe blynde 
hope fallen in pe dike. But for Crist shulde be oure maister, and 
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the composition of these Sermons to 
a time between 1378 and 1394, in 
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we shulden not strange from him, we shulden leeve )ies ipocritis 
and sue Jie lore of {iis good maister, si|> he may not leve trcujie, 
ne faile in teching of truf>e. And ])us shulden men ben perfit, 
and flei the rote of falshede. And )>es prelatis have of (lere 
maistris comounly jiis maners, J/a/ Jiei can see a mot in htr hro- 
pe/ eye, but a beem in per owen iy penke Pei not oon. For (tere 
witt is sett to spuyle and to accuse, and not for to helpe hem 
ne o|jer men, and Jierefore her coveitise blindij> hem fius ; but 
bi lore of Crist men shulden sei to hem, Ypocrite, cast first pe 
beeme out of pin owne eye and pan maist pou poke beter pe mot fro 

Here may men see Jiat sugettis shulden blame prelatis whan 
))ey seen opynly greet defautes in hem, as defaute of Goddis 
lawe in keeping and leeching; for )>iB is a beeme bi which |)e 
fende bindeji his hous and \€\ shulden knowe |»es as I)ei shulden 
fele the lore Jiereof. 



Pe fyfJiE Sonbai Gospel after Trikite. 



[SERMON v.] 

Cum turbae irruerunl adjesum. — Luc. v. [ i ,] 

pE Story of {lis gospel telliji good lore, how prelatis shulden 

teche folk under hem. pe story is p!eyn, how Crist stood by pe 

river of Genaserep, and fiskeris comen doun to waishe firynne )>er 

nettes ; and Crist wente up into a boo! pat was Symonis, andpreiede 

to move it a Hid fro pe land, and he sale and tau-^te the peple 

of the hoot. And whanne Crist ceesside to speke, he seide to 
Symoun, Lede Pe boot into pe he}- see, and late out your netHs to 
takyng of fishe. And Sitnoun answetynge seid to him, Comand- 

al Jie ny^t traveilinge token we nou^f : but in pi word shal 
yiosej/e nett. And whan Pei haddtn done pis, pei token a plentenouse 
multitude of fishe, and per nett was broken. But pei bekeneden to 
perfelowis pal weren in Jm toper boot, to come and helpe hem; and 

omen and filUden bop botes of fishe, so pat wel ny^ were pei 
bope dreynt. And whanne Pelre kadde seen pis wounder, he fell 
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dnun to Jesus knee, and seide. Lord, go fro me for Y am a synnful , 
man. For Petre held him not wor]>i to' be wi)i Crist, ne dwelle i 
in his tumpanye : for woundir came to hem aile in lal^nge of Pes 
fishes. And so woundriden James and Joon, Zebedes zones, pat • 
weren Symondis felowis. And Jesus seide to Symound, Fro Pis \ 
tyme shall pou be takynge men. And pei selten per bootts to pe 
londe, and forsook al pat pet hadden. and sueden Crist— ^ Byfore 
we go to spiritual undirstonding of j)is gospel, we shal wyte J>at 
|)e same Cristis disciple (lat was first clepid Symoun, was clepid 
Petre after of Crist, for sadnesse of bileve liat he toke of Cnat, 
which Crist is a corner stoon, and groundiji al treujie. Over 
|)is we shal undirstonde }iat |« apostlis were clepid of Crist in > 
many degrees ; first Jiei weren clepid and acceplid to be Cristis i 
disciplis ; and yet }iei turneden ajen, as Crist himsilf ordeynede, 
to lyve in fe world. After f>ei were clepid to see Cristis myra- I 
clis, and to be more homely wif" him |ian [lei weren before; 
but yet ))ei turneden ajen to Jie woride by tymes, and lyveden , 
worldely lyf. to profit of folk Jiat (lei dwelten wi)). And on }>is j 
wyse Petre James and Joon wenten now to fishe. But )ie 
)iridde clepyn^ and |>e moost was ))is. — Jiat (>e Apostlis for- 
soken holly j>e world and worldly f-ingis, and turneden not ajen 
to worldl)' lyf, as after [lis miracle Petre and his felowis sueden 
Crist contynnely. It is noo nede to depe us in |>ls stori more 
fian )ie gospel teiliji, as it is no nede to bisie us what hijt 
Tobies hound. Hold we us apaied on ^ mesure Jiat God hajt 
jovun us, and dreeme we not aboute newe pointes |iat |>e gospel 
le\'e|f, for ])is is a synne of curiouste. Jiat harme|» more J>an pro- 
fitij). pe story of [tis gospel teilit' us goostly witt, bo[i of lyf of 
|>e churche and medeful werkis, and [lis shulde we undirstonde, 
for it is more prescious. Two fishingis f>at Petre fishide bito- 
kene)i two takingis of men unto Cristis religioun, and fro |>e 
fend to God. In J>is first fishinge was )« nette broken, to 
tokne jiat man)' men ben convertid, and after brcken Cristis 
religioun ; but at fie seconde fishinge, after fe resurrectioun, 
whan |je nett was ful of many grete fishes, was not }ie nett 
broken, as )« gospel seiji; fiir |>at bitokene]) seintis fat God 
chesiji to hevene. And so |>ese nettis fiat fisheris flshen wiji 
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bitokeneji Gorfdis lawe in whiche \Lrtue=; and treu(>es ben 
knyttid md oj-er propretee^ of netti'i tellen proprete'. of 
Goddis lawe and \oide place betweene knottis bitokeneji l>f 
of kynde jiat men hin bes de vertues 4nd foure cardynale 
virtues ben figund bi knilt\ng of ^ nett pe nett is brood 
in }ie big^nnvng ind after streit in ende to teche [lat men 
when J-ei ben turned first hven i brood worldeh hf but 
afterward whin )>ei ben depid in Goddis lawe Jiei kepen hem 
streitlyer fro sjnnes JJese fishens of God shulden waishe f>efe 
nettis in fiis rvver for Cristis prechours shulden che^ely' telien 
Goddis lawe an! not medle wi)) minnis hwe [at is trobl> 
water; for m^nms lawe contejneji sharpe stones and trees bi 
which {« nette of God is broken and fishis wenden out to |)e 
world. And |>is bitokeneji Genisare|i'' )>at is an wounderful 
bir|«, for }« birjie by wh che a man is borne of water and of 
)ie Holj Gooat is m)che more wounderful t)an mannis kjndel) 
birjie. Summe netcis ben rotun sum han boohs and sum ben 
unclene for def^ute of waishing and )iui on |ree maneres 
failejt \e word of prechmg; And mater of }iis nett and brek 
ynge jiereof ijien men greet mater to speke Goddis word for 
vertues vaA vices and treu|)ii of Jie gospel ben mater )now 
to preche to fe peple. 



t^E SixTE SONDAi Gospel after Trinite. 
[SERMON VI.] 

Nisi habundaveril justitia vestra plus guam Pharisaeorum. — 

Matt. v. [20.] 

It is seide in \t nexte^ gospe! what nettis preestis shulden 

have for to drawe men fro [« see of [lis woride to Jie drye lond 

of Jfis lyf JXs gospel telli)) of |>e devylis nett, in which he 



(Smith's Diet. Bible); hnt Wydif i' «;«». Meaning '*«iosf,proximi 
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h h li and i awt men to helle. Cristis nett is knytl wiji j 
nj sene se o God aboven men, to creatures binejie men, and 
o aungel ofier side of men ; and )>is clepi)t God fully rijt- 
enesse and feyned falsely rijt-wisnesse of ypocrilis ciepi)> 
Lnst not ri^t wisnesse, al3if ypocriiis clepen it so, but of scribis 
and Pharisees, ]>at is to seie, unrijt -wisnesse, feyned as it were 
rijt- wisnesse, of scribis and Phariseis. And as Crist seifi, Bui 
yfyour rr^t-wistuss passe a point pe feyned ri\t-wisnesse of scribis 
and Pharistis, y shal nevere come Jo hevene. We may undir- , 
stonde by scribis and Phariseis men of [le fendis chirche, as we 
diden before ; so }>at scribis ben clepid seculer prelatis, and 
Phariseis ben clepid ))ese newe religious, pes men maken hem 
a rijt-wisnesse bi hemsilf as Jiei maken hem a Jawe of Anticrist ; 
and cerlis \\s law may Crist never conferme ; and so, as Poul 
sei)), )«s Anticristis disciplis heyen hem over Crist, bo]j over his 
godhede and over his manhede. For rijt-wisnesse generaly is 
fulfilling:e of lawe, and so fulfiUinge of Goddis lawe is verrei \ 
rijt-wisnesse ; and fulfillinge of mannis lawe is Anticristis rijt- | 
wisnesse. And so )ire degrees ben in \e law of scribis; }ie 
first and j* moost is in )>e Popis welJe ; and as men of ]>e 
worlde seien, Jiere is welle of ri[)t-wisnesse ; but ))ei gon ofte 
biside (le rijL for Jiev roten ground ; })ei tristen on rijt of mannis 
lawe, and gone ofte biside |>e sojie. And 31! |>ei excusen (lis fals 
lawe, and seien it mut nede juge fals, for ellis it faillide in his 
cours, and rijt of jie worlde were fordone. But j)ei |)enken not 
how Crist forsoke to juge bi mannis lawe, teching JiaC eche juge- 
ment |>at is not done by Goddis lawe, is jugement of |fe fend, 
and we witen not where it be ri^t. And |>at man is a fool j'at 
jugiji after ony law, and woot not whejiir he jj^e bi God or 
ellis by jugement of )« fend ; and ^if men avysiden hem on Jus 
resoun, noone shulde juge bi mannis lawe. And Jiis fals ri^t 
is more feyned in consistorie law and in chapitre lawe For 
algatis )iei supposen jiat witnesse may not faile, or elhs )ie juge 
may not faile Jiat jugi)i after fals witnesse; and of [iis roten 
blasfemye come)) many fals jugementis. Juge we bi njt con 
science })at God telli}) or specifieji and leve we mannis jugement i 
and suffre we fewe wrongis )'at faile, for mo wrongis shulen be 
don for foli of mannis dome, pe ri^t of jie Phariseis buriounejj | 
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to harme of |fe Chirche, not oonly among hemsilf, Jiat holden 
al fling wel done }iat is done bi jier ordre, al3if it be a foly feyned 
by mannis witt, but how ever ^\ may gete good bi coloure of 
jris- feyned ordre, }iei clepen it hey rijt-wisnenesse, For fie 
ground good and holy triste we to Cristis relig^ioun, for ^t is 
beter )ian }>es newe; for ellis we comen not to hevene, but 
shulen be dampned wi|> ypocritis. And wilt of fese scribis is 
so myche sett in worldely goodis, Jat (lei clepen not ri^t-wisnesse 
but jif it be of worldely catei |)at is geten by mannis lawe, aljif 
Goddis lawe dampne it. And so )je fals Phariaeis taujten men 
^1/ Goddis lawe de/endip ' mi but man-dau'^ier or oper sensible 
ivrong, and not of>ir pryvey wrongs fat is worse roote hereof; 
and ]iis were blasfemye in God, to leeve Jie worse and dampne 
fie beter. And herfore declari)) Crist ))re manere of wickid ire. 
pe first maner of ire is whan a man is wrajipid wipouten resoun, 
and sich is coupable ayns God to be j'ugid to helle. For {lis un- 
kyndely venym ajen Jie state of innocence is roote of malice 
wifioute-forjt, Jiat in caas is lesse yvel ; and for jiis cause men 
usen whan \t\ drawen to ]>er deej> to for3eve men alle wrongis, 
and axe men mercy of here syntie, p^ secounde degree of pis 
ire is wkanne a man hop conseyt'ed wrappe and brekep out in 
scornful wordis of his first conseyved ire. So}>ely ire may falle 
to men for to venge Goddis cause, and so may men scorne 
o}>er, for ^i folily synnen in God, as Hely^ scomede ^ preestis 
of Baal. But bojie )ies ben perilous, and herfore he fat scomi|i 
1ms is coupi^le to falh in conseile, where his foli shal be hardid, 
til |iat he falle to more synne. pe priide degree of Jns ire is 
whan a man spekip folily, as he pal sclaundrip a man or reprevep 
him falsely; and pat man. as Crist seip, is coupable of Pe fier of 
helU, for his ire is turned to hate, and as Seint Joon seiji, al 
siche been men sleeris, jiat ben worjii to be dampned. And so 
shulden men kepen charite boJ>e in wille and in word, and not 
oonly spare slrokis, as Fariseis falsely seiden. And herfore 
shulden irrous men axe mekely for^yvenesse, for jif Jiei wanten 
charite al is yvel whatever Jiei do. And [lerfore if pou offre pi 

'forfmdi\i, B and C. 

•ffriy, Elias. 
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giflt lo God, J)at }ie scribis preisen myche, and pou penke pal 
pi bropir, for (>i synne, hap a cause ayns Pee, leeoe pi nffring al 
Pe auter, and go first to be accordid wip him. For meke offringe 
in mannis herte is betere )ian offring:e wif>oute-for)i. And-jif 
Jii brojiir be ferro fro jiee, Goddis lawe is so resonable, {)at it 
suffisiji ]jat jfou go out of ire and be recounsilid in herte wi)i 
him, and in hool purpos to make aseep as soone as |jou goodly 
mayst. By |jis lore may we see how ferre it is fro scole of 
Crist for to chide or to plede or to fijt as men now done. 



pE SEVEN>E SoNDAi Gospel aftir Trinite. 

[SERMON VII.] 

Cum turba multa essei cum Jesu, nee kabereni quod 
manducarenl. — Mark viii. [i.] 
For alle werkis of Crist ben good lore to Cristen men, to 
teche hem how ^\ shal lyve for to gete )w blisse of hevene, 
f'erfore (lis gospel of Crist telli|> how he bi bol'e his kyndis did 
a miracle of mercy in fedynge of jie nedy folk. Whan myche 
peple TVas wip Jesus, and pei hadden not to He, he clepide his 
diseipUs togidere and seide, y have rup upon pe peple, for pei have 
sued me pree dates, and now pet han not for to ete, and if V tele 
hem go faslinge home, pei shal faile in pe weye,for sum of hem 
comen fro ferre. And his disciplis seiden to him. Whereof my^te 
a man fede pis folk here in pis waste place /' And Crisl axide 
hem, how many loves pat pei hadden, and pei seiden seven. And 
Crist commandide pe peple lo silte doun on Pe erPe; and lakynge 
pes sevens loves and doinge paTikingis lo God, he Irak hem, and 
\afhise disciplis lo putt to Pe puple, and pei yiven pis breed lo pe 
puple. And pei hadden afewelililfishis, and hem he blesside and 
makide his disciplis \yve hem to pe peple. And pe peple eel, and 
was fulfillid ; and yt Pei gedriden seven berlepis^ of relif pal 

' mee\; B; asset', D. See Glossary. 

' That is. ' caifying-baskets,' from a basket, Bolh WyelifFlte versions 
the A.S. ' beran,' to bear, and ' leap,' have ' leepis ' at the same passage. 
SERMONS. t! 
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was iafi. And per e was of pe puple, hungry and longe fastinge, 
as it were foure pmsand, and Crisie le/le hem, and lete hem go 
home, pe gospel teUif> of siche two feestis Jiat Crista maade 
here in erjie. In Jie first weren fyve Jjousaund fedde, and in J>e 
to>Jr foure |)Ousand, and >is was ]ie seconde feste, as seint 
Mark telliji. And of greet witt weren jies two, as seintis beren 
witnesse'; for two is J>e firste noumbre )iat comeji after oon- 
heed, and herfore men clepen it a noumbre wi)>outen fame; 
for it is )>e first noumbre })at partiji fro unite ; and certis, if no 
man hadde partid from God bi sjnne it hadde be noo nede to 
make siche feestis; for ech man shulde redely have mete whan 
him nedide, as beestis han gras' m plentenous pasture. And 
so bi ))is bodili werk of merci of Cnst ben we tau^t to which 
men we shulden do sich almes , for Cnst techiji in fie gospel 
of Luke Jiat we shulde feden siche }iat have greet nede, and if 
we feden ofiir men, biside |>e resoun of almes, J-e fruyte of oure 
almes in Jiat is awey. And so curatis ]iat ben better occupied 
about spiritual nedis shulden for [ler feblenesse, fer fro state 
of innocence, take bodily almes to perfourme )jer office, jhe jif 
]>ei ben stronge in bodi in reward of ojier men ; and t>is title of 
almes is mooste acording to preestis ; but in state of itmocens 
shulde ]fis almes be awey ; for men shulde have redily fruyt Jiat 
fiai hadden nede of; and ]/\& feblenesse of bodi is falle to men 
for synne. Crist J>at was bojie God and man hadde not Jiis 
feblenes, for he myjt have mete whan and wher he wolde; but 
we shal wite fat our Jesus Crist dide more miracle, and bad hise 
disciplis serve jje puple at ]>e mete, to teche us Jat we ben myn- 
ystris and not autouris of miracle. And ))US he quykide Lazarus, 
and made his apostolis efte to lose him, to teche ^sX he for;eveJi 
])e synne, and his vikeris shewen it to )ie puple. But ]>ei assoilen 
on ojiir weye, as presfis in [le olde lawe telden bi signis of the 
olde lawe jiat men weren cleen of lepre. And jif Jie Pope and 
his vikeris wolden studie wel jiis mater, |iei shulden leve to assoile 
so largely in Jiis fourme, for our bileve techi() us fiat no 
viker assoilejie here, but in as myche as Crist assoileji first him 
whom he assoileji in virtue of Crist. We shal see moreover 



'This [s the reading of E. Aha5raV(is. 'SoinB 
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}tat j>e folke fat Crist fedde here weren fedde comounly, and 
not by Kianer of }>is world, for to dampne riche mannis maneris 
Jiat feden hemsilf coostly, and ordeyne strange and likerous 
mete, and in greet multitude, and excuse hem herbi )>at relif 
goi|j to pore men, for pore men my^ten many mo be beter 
fedde wi{> comoun metis ; and so t>is is a likerous pride, how- 
ever we gabben to God. But go we nere to f>e wntt fat |>e 
gospel techi|i us, and we shall see (tat eche preest shulde be 
viker of Crist, and take of him oyle of grace, and so in a maner 
be Crist, and fede }ie puple goostly wij) (le wordis of God ; for 
neijier Crist ne hise AposiJis hadden ay bodily mete to fede 
folk \as ; and Crist techiji us in f-is |>at goostly fode is beter 
lian Jiis, and in token herof >is secounde feste was algatis lasse, 
but goostly feeste shulde encreese, )>at ha|> fulK ende in hevene. 
pese sevene loves ben sevene bokes of Jie newe testament, and 
foure gospellis, and {ierwi]> stories of J>e Apostlis wisdom, of 
bokes of Poul, and Apocalips of Joon. pese fewe litil fishes jiat 
)jei hadden to companage ben pistUs of reule of James and 
Petre and Joon and of Judas, pe seven berlepis of relif ben 
alle Jie sentences of seintis after, bi which t>ei feden trewe men 
by delyng of Goddis lawe. For many ben fedd by relif fiat 
kouden not ete \\s hole mete, pe multitude of just men ben 
lies foure Jiousaund men, Jiat Crist graunti]! her owne wille to 
go to Jie house of hevene. 



tE Ei3T>E SoNEDAi Gospel aftir Trinite. 
[SERMON VIII.] 

Aliendik a/alsts prophelzs. — Matt. vii. [15.] 
pi3 gospel biddif) Cristene men to be ware wip false prophelzs, 
pal comm in dcping of sheep. And Jies wordis may be applyed 
unto fals freris; for sojie Jiis lore of Crist wolde he not jyve in 
tyme of grace, but if siche men weren for to come which ]>ei 
shulden flee. And so, be Jiei freris or be J)ei o)ier |iat speken 
falsely in |>er prechinge, oure good maister Crist bad (lat we 
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shulden be ware wi]j hem. pei ben prophetis, in {lat ];ei speken 
aferr of ]ic dai of dome, of blisse, and of peynes ; and ]>us seiji 
Crist Jtat he sendef" prophetis to men t>at ben of fals feifi, and 
}>ej shal tonnente hem. And it is noo doute |jat ne siche men 
ben profetis, and \ti ben false prophetis ; if )iei lyven )ius j>at 
|)ei shapen her lyf and her wordis bo])e, more for ypocrisie and 
wynnynge of Jie peple )ian for worship of God or heljie of her 
soule. If Jiei fynden novelry in J^er fals habitis, and 5it lyven 
as yvel as ojiir comoun men, who shulde drede of hem }>at ne 
jiei hen fals profetis? Al })er founden signes })ei shewen ojjir 
men, }iat fiei shulden crye jier holynesse over o])ir Cristene men. 
But, Lord, whi shulden J-ei do liusi" siji holynes shulde be 
privy, and jiei myjten lyve as holy lyf wijiouten siche signes. 
Certis it seme)) no cause but if it be ypocrisie, |>at Jiei shewen 
to jie peple )>er holynes as Phariseis doen, and so to be more 
told by, and lijtlyer to wynne goodis, for take awey )iis eende, 
and her signes serven of noujt And as Crist sei]) a good lore 
to knowe hem were, to marke fier frvyhs Jut specialy comen 
of hem. Wei Y wote Jiat )>e Churche profitide before frens 
camen in, and sijien han ben sowen man\ fals lorps bo]>e m 
Jier religioun, and preisyng of scnbia as we seen of |fe sacrid 
oost, of )« begginge of Crist of lettris of S>e bre{jheed and ojur 
worldely lyvynge pe knowjng of siche signes shewiji wel 
Jier fnijte ho^s fiei ben chirgeous to \e. peple and fals in fier 
entent, for greet noumbre and cosdewe housis and greet dis 
pensis of Jiis world wi{> reulynge of worldely causi=i tellen what 
ende ]»ei worchen fore And herfore sei|j Crist Jtat pet hm 
wipinne wohes of ra-tyne^- wuhes jiei ben if Jei loien more 
catel Jian mennis 'ioulis and open \t\ mouji to heveneward to 
feme preestis power S>at neij«i- J>ci can groundcn in J>e hwe of 
God ne it ma) not fille to God himsilf and bi J>is power Jiei 
spuylen Jte puple of J«r goodis and not assoilen hem freely for 
to sa\e Jier soulis And bi Jiis fru^te maj men knowe Jw 
falshede of jies wolves for ne "^hal wite as bileve \\t who !o\eJ) 
more manms good Jian he lo\ej) heljie of his soule he h wulf 
and fendis child And Jas ma* men wel see b( Jies preesi s 
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bisynesse ; and herfore seiji Goddis word, {lat men gederm not 
of pomes grapis, to glade men goostly wi]), ne gidere not figis of 
breris, for as ])es trees han not of kynde to brynge to men 
siche fruytis; so siche children of |>e fend feden not men 
goostly, nei})ir wi)> figis of bileve ne wi]> grapis of devocioun, 
but }iei han more bisynes to spuyle fro men Jier woridejy goodis, 
as bojie [lornes and bryres reven fro sheepe jier wolle. And 
\as ech good tree fat God ha]i ordeyned to Jie hous of heven, 
berep here good fruyte and Pe yvel tree berip venym; for rijt as 
Goddis children may not do but good Jiing, so children of ^ 
fend may not do but harmful )iing. For rijt as fendis semen 
to do good, and it turne]> at ))e ende to J)ei harm, so Goddis 
children semen to do yvel, but God turne]) it to jier good. And 
to ]>is witt seij) Jie word of Crist, pat a good tree may not bere yvel 
fruyle, ne an yvel tree good fruyie. For Jiei may not turne as 
\& wynd, for alia fiingis |>at sbal come mut nedis come as we 
taken here ; and so eche tree here in Jiis world pat makip not pus 
good fruyle, shall be fellid and putt to pe Jier to brenne in helle 
wijjouten ende. And ]>us bi fruyte of preestis shulen ^e knowe 
whos [lei ben, and herby bewar wi]f hem, for condicions of her 
maistris. And ;*/ sufficih not to seie. Lord, Lord, but it nedijf to 
lyve wele to a mannes lyves ende; and so it sufficif not to 
preestis to seie, God be wi() you, but |>ei mat seie wele in herte 
and wele in moufie and lyve wele, for ellis a man shal not be 
saved ne brojt to liknes of jie Trinite. Ne ]iis lore is not oonly 
constreyned to fals freris, but generaly to preestis, |>at seien |)at 
jiei han care of mennis soulis; for worchyng bi ri^t lyf, endid 
after Goddis wille, makiji a man Goddis child and come to f>e 
blisse of hevene. 
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pE NYNl'E SONDAI GOSPEL AFTER TRINITE SONDAY. 

[SERMON IX.] 

Homo quidam erat dives et habcbat vtUicum, — Luc. xvi, [i.] 

pis gospel tellifi how men shulcle make hem frendis of 

worldely goodis, for reward fiat \€\ shulden have aftir in 

hevene. pe parable lellij> how a-man kadde afermour, as keper 

a toun", pa( was defamyd to him us he hadde wasiid his 

lis; but not al fulli, for he hadde spendid hem unwarly, 
])e lord hadde Jie worship, p/j lord clepids pis fermour and 
seide pus io him, How heere Y pus of Pee, pat pou wastisi my 
good? '^i/e a rekenynge of pi haillyship, for pou maist ie no 

■er in pis office. And pis servant seide wipyne io himsilfe, 
What shal Y do? for my lord iakip fro me pis office; delve may 

ot, and me shamep for to hegge; hui Y moot what Y shal do, 
pal whan Yam removed fro pis offiee, <pir tenauntis of pe lord 
shal resceyve me into pere housis, for goodis jiat Y shal do to 
hem ; while Y am in j)is office. And he gaderide togidere alle 
pe dettours of his lord; and oxide pe first How myche he ou^t his 

'; and he seide he ou^e him an hundrid barels of oyle. And 

eide to him, Take pi caucioun and silte soone and wryte fifty 
hareUis, And efie he seide to anopir. How myche cwist f>ou.? 
And he seide he ou^te an hundrid sh'ppts of corn, (pis mesure 
of corn is more Jian a quarter,) And he badde him take his 
lettris, bi which he was bounden, and wryte foure score. And 
pe lord preiside pe hailly of wickidnes, for he hadde warly done; 
for children of pis worlde ben more ware Pan children of li^t in 
per kynrede. In Jiis parable we shulden wite Jiat Crist is )>is 
lord, fat is kyng of kyngis and lord of lordis , }ns bailly of \\% 

•' toirn." from the A.S. verb t/naii, From a single cleanng, it came to 

3 hedge in or enclose, had origi be applied to the whole cleared 

nally pretty nearly the same mean- and enclosed land in anj particular 

' ng as the word ' clearing ' has m locahty, and ao to the principal 

lur colonies now: it was the piece collection of dwellings forming the 

if land enclosed from the forest or homes of the cultivators of such 

] moor and made habitable for men land 
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lord, or keper of his lilil town, is eche man of Jiis world, seme 
he never so greet, for emperoure or kyng is tenaunt lo jiis 
lord and keper of his litil toun, to regard of Cristis greet lord- 
ship. For Crist is lord of hevene and helle and al Jiis er|>e, 
3he lord of al J)is world, wiji goodis of it opyn and hidde, and no 
conquerrour myjte ateyne to lordship of al Jiis erjie, for Alis- 
aundre and Julius leften myche to conquere, and God wolde 
not ]iat }ier lordship were more here in erfie, techinge us )iat ))e 
fend prince of )iis world ha)) but litil lordship of children of 
pryde, al3if he be now partener wiji Crist of mo sen lunfis 
of )ie fend lian shal come to hevene. But Cn t is chefe lord 
of Jie fend and al his lynies, and }>ei mut nedis serve hrni ojnr 
wele or yvel, doinge wel ]>at \€\ shulden do, or elhs suffrmge 
peyne. And siji Crist hafi lent ech man here al f>at he haji md 
wole axe of jiis streJte rekenynge, how he dispenli)) it lo ech 
man of |jis world may ))is parable be applied; ani whanne men 
dispenden not warly Goddis goodis, {lanne }iei ben defamjd to 
him as \ei hadden wastid hem, but dispending of alle goodis 
mut sowne to Goddis worship. For aEe men shuIdcn knowc 
|>at alle Jies ben Goddis goodis, and he wole ]iat (lei be spendid 
[lus to profit of his Churche, and so spekyng of ])is lord is 
movynge of mennys conscience, and jius God tellif) to men 
bojie more and lasse, how he knowijj her traytery, whan ^t\ 
done amys, and hou |>ei ben nedid to die from |>is office, and 
hou f>ei ben nedid to God to rykene for f>is servyse. And sum 
han drede how )iei shal lyve after [>is lyf, for after Jier deejj Jiei 
may not delve, or do medefulli to ]>er soule, and shameful Jring 
it is to begge ojier of men jiat here iyven, or of seintis in 
hevene, but as Jiet witen ]iat Jiei shtilden helpe after |iat men 
han her deserved whiie }>ei lyveden here in ]>is lyf. And so l>is 
fermouT grantide ]>re Jiingis Jjat men shuiden knowe here in 
]>is lyf. First he grantide \>&X aftir ]>is lyf he myjt not wirche 
medefulli, Aftir he grantide {lat he shulde shame to begge 
more {lan he hadde disservyd. And so stronge beggers here 
on lyf, ben more unshameful }ian ben sotilis or in helle or in 
purgatorie, [lat wolen not axe but |>at jiei han disservyd, for ]iei 
witcn jiat it were veyn lo axe more of j^er God. But jiis baily 
turnede wisely him lo a good conseil ; Jiat while he lyvede 
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here in er]>e he shulde make men his frendis wi}) goodis of 
God Jiat he kepiji, and Jiei shulde helpe him whan he is deed. 
And ]jus it perteyne]) to kingis first to do worship to God, and 
siji to do ri^t to |)er servauntis and so to aJie men under hem. 
And )i!s discharge may baillies do wi|iouten injurie to God ; 
for sum men J«nken )iat j)is bailly [lat for5afe fifty barels of oiie 
and )>erto twenty skippis of corn, dide wronge to his lord, and 
so )ie lord preiside him not wele ; but we shal wite jiat jiia lord 
is God, and |>is bailly lord of |>is world, and so God approve]> 
wele foj-5yvynge of roannis rente ; and wi)> graunte of ("e cheef 
lord, baillyes may forjyve Jter dette ; and so it were a medeful 
Jiinge to woridely lordis to forjyve dette, and discharge )ier pore 
tenantis of many chargis fat Jiei ben inne. And so as jiis mijte 
falle in dede, (lat jiis bailly was worldly wyse, so hevenly prudence 
myjte falle to children of lijt, but \e first prudence falliji more 
comounly jian ])e secounde unto men, for pryde and coveitise 
of goodis blyndij) men to do almes, but herfore goodis of for- 
tune ben clepid bi a fendis name, [lingis of wickidnessis, for 
jiei ben ofte unjustly delt. But conseil and bidding of Crist, 
|jat is chefe lord of alle, is pat men make hem frendis here of siche 
ffoodu of wickedmsse. 



Pe teniae SoNDAi AFTiR Trinite, 

[SERMON X.] 

Cum appropinquaret fesus Hiermakm videns 
civitaiem. —'Lvc. xix. [41.] 
pis a gospel tellij) generaly, what sorewe men shulden have 
for syne, sij) Crist, jjat myjte not do synne, wepte so ofte for 
synne. For we rede |)at Crist wepte (tries, and eche tyme he 
wepte for synne. And so telliji our bileve in stotye of ]>e 
gospel, Jial Jesus seynge Jerusalem wepte peron, for [>e synne of 

» In the margin of B here occurs of thee clergy the only hurt unto 
the following note, in a late fifteenth fhee Chwrche of Christe.' 
century hand; 'Noat this specially 
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it, and seide pat tf pou knewe |ius synne, )>ou sliuldist wepe as 
Y do nowe, and ceriis in pis dai of pee pat shulde be comen in 
pees io pee, if Jiou woldist receyve ))is day and pees of it, as }>ou 
shuldist, y^r alle pes pingis ])at Jtou shuldist cunne ben now hidde 
fro pi iyn. For daies shal come in pee, for synne jiat ]>ou shalt 
do in me, and^m enentyes sckulen ettvyronpee as a palis al ahoute, 
andparrePee in Jerusalem, as sheep henparrtd in a foold, and pei 
shalfelie pee to pe erpe, andpi children Pat ben inpee, and pei shal 
not leve inpee stoon liynge upon a stoon,pat pei ne shal be removed, 
and ])i wallis al distried, and )ie cause of al (lis shal be })e un- 
kynde unknowynge pal pou wait not knowe pe iyme pat God bi 
grace hap visilid pee. Alie ])es wordis weren shewide in dede, 
as Josephus makit) mynde of hem, how Titus and Waspasian 
|)e secounde and fourty ;eer aftir Jiat Crist was steied to hevene, 
comen at solempnile of Paske, and ensegiden Jerusalem, and 
distrieden men and wallis uttirly |?at Jiei founden )iere. And ))is 
is a pryvy synne wiji which f>e fend bJindi]) men, j)at J>ei sorewen 
not more for synne Jian }>ei done for o]>ir harm ; for ]ius wille 
is mysturned, and men fallen to serve God. And herefore 
techiji Crist his.e apostlis })at {>ei shulden not be aferd for perelis 
f>at shal come for to venge synne )>at is done, but ])e moste 
drede of alle shulde be to falle in synne, for )iat is worse }ian 
(>e peyne jiat God ordeyned to sue herof. And Jjus in foure 
alfecciouns |)at ben groundid in mannis wille stondi]) alle mannis 
synne )>ai he doij) a5ens God, for if sorwe and joie of man and 
hope and drede were reulid wei, bis wille were ordeyned unto 
God, to serve him as it shulde do. After \iis telliji Jie storye 
howjestis wente into pe temple and caste out hope Herts and seller is, 
and seide to hem pat it is wrilun, Myn hous shulde be an hotts of 
preier, hut ye have maad it a denne o/Peves, And/or a long tyme 
after he ivas eche day techinge inpe temple. And in ]>is dede Jiat ' 
Crist dide, he techif his Chirche to bygynne for to purge his 1 
seintuarie, Jiat ben preests and clerks {lerof, [lat ben |)e moost 
cause of synne, and si]) purge ojiir partis, whan )>e rote is dis- 
tried, — H And ])is telde Grists wending into jie temple after |)es 
wordis, as jif he wolde seie in his worching, pe cause of synne 
\3X Y have told is wickednesse of preestis and clerkes, and 
herfore Y bigyne at ^e temple, not to distrie hem in her 
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persones, but to take from hem cause of her synne, and ordeyne 
fe Churche in temporal goodis as Y have ordeyned hem to 
lyve. And it is al oon to seie ])at ])ese goodis ben pus sacrid 
and jyven to prcestis Jiat no man may take hem fro })es preestis, 
and to seie J>at Anticrist ha)- so weddid Jies goodis wijj preestis 
)iat noon may make }iis dyvors ; for preestis ben uncorrigible ; 
but ]>es defamaciouns shulde preestis flee wiji al Jiere my^t, and 
preien ]iat Jiei weren amendid bi Jie ordenance of Grist. For 
resoun shulde tedie hem |>at )>ei ben worse |>an frentikes, and 
so ])ei hadden nede to be chastisid til Jiis passion were fro hem. 
For what man wolde bi resoun, kepyng a man in frenesie, jyve 
him a swerd or a knyf bi which he wolde slee himsilf ? or who 
(lat kepte a man in feveris, and wiste wele hou he shulde be 
reulid, and ]>at jiis mete or ))is wyne were contrarye to his hel[«, 
wolde 5yve him at his wille }iis foode ))at shulde anoye him ? 
so, siji preestis have goodis of men bo|je of lordis and comouns, 
and \ti disusen hem |ius, }iei myjten and shulden by charite 
wijidrawe Jies brondis ])at Jius done harme to preestis, and in 
mesure and manere jyve Jies goodis to preestis ]>at he himsilf 
ha]) ordeyned him and hise to have siche goodis. And jiis may 
bi charite be wijii^rawen by [le jyvers Jierof, si]) no man may do 
yvel to men and not do good to [« same men, but if he be a 
quyke fend, }iat we shulden not putte to seculers. And to fis 
ende shulden clerkes traveile and procure Jiat jiis ]iing were done 
bo])e for love of Goddis lawe and for love of derkes and 
comouns, and jif ])e fend by envie, ]iat is enemye to charite, 
seijj )jis ]>ing may not be done by ]»e lawe ]tat now is sett, he 
sei[> Jiat Anticristis lawe, founden ajens Goddis lawe, is strenger 
]ian charite, and Anticrist strenger ])an Crist. For ]iis ende 
shulden clerkes wepe and preie God Jiat his ordrenance^ were 
kepte in his strengjie and Anticristis lawe putt abac. 
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JlE ENLEVENtE SONDI AFTIR TrINITE. 

[SERMON XI.] 

Dixit Jesus ad quosdam qui confidehani tanquam 
Jush'.—'Lvc. xviji, [9.] 
pis gospel telli)i in a parable how Jiat men sliulden be meke 
and not justifie hemsilf and dispise o)iir men, for })is is a spise 
of pride Jiat men clepen ypocrisie pis parable tellij> ]>at fwtj 
mm wmte into the temple for to preye, fie toon was a Phariseie 
and J>e toJ>ir was a publican. p* Pharise stood as a proud 
man and preiede pes pingis bi hitnsilf; God, Vpanke pee for Y 
am not as opir men ofpe world, roiien's, unjust men, avoutrers, as 
pis publican^/ Yfasi twies in pie woke, and ^yve iipes of alle my 
goodis, Andpe publican stood aferre, and woldc not lifte his iyn 
to keven, but he smote upon his breest, to figure true confessioun, 
and seide, God be helplich to me pat am synful. But Crists juge- 
ment seiji \3X, pis publicane wente hoom, made ri^tful fro pis 
Pharise for )te mekenesse ])at he ha^Ae, for ech pat pus hei^ 
himsilf shal be made lowe, bi peyne, and he pat mekip him, bi 
grace, shal be heyed, by mede of God. Of )>is gospel may we 
wife how Jie firste spice of pride, Jiat is ypocrisie, envenyme)? 
gretely ]>e churche, and, for Jiis ypocrisie is comounly amounge 
religiouse, ]>erfore bidd!]> Crist his disciplis beware wi)) sour dow 
of Pharisees, and Crist himsilf expowneji and seijj, it is ypocrisie. 
Phariseis ben seid, as departid from o|>ir puple, and weren 
religiouse in Cristis tyme, as Saduceis and Esses. And al ])es 
Jjree ordris of men Crist distried, and savyd |>e persones, sit" 
botie Poul and Nichodeme weren Phariseis, as Goddis !awe 
sei)). And si]) al Cristis dedes ben ensaumples to trewe men, 
many men [lenken Jiat \ts newe sectis shulden be distried and 
])e persones saved, for )ius ordeynede Crist maister best of alle ; 
and V clepe sectis newe mannes ordres, }iat oon suejj anojiir as 
he shulde sue Crist, and so eche secte smatchil)' many synnes ; 

' So in B ; pupUcan, A. ' smaccbi^. B. 
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but if it be [lat sect which Crist himsilf made, ]iat Goddis lawe 
clep!]> secte of Cristene men, for we shal bileve jiat Crist may 
not db synne in jjvynge of his reule to lede Cristene men. 
And so j^s secte is l^e beste ])at ony man may have, siji Crist, 
almygty, alwitty, and alwilful, ordeyne ]>is sect covenable for 
eche man; but ofir newe sectis founden bi mannis witt mut 
nedis smatche synne for errour of |>e fynder. And ri3t as fer 
M'eren Jire suche sectis in Cristis £yme, so Jier ben now monkes, 
chanouns, and freris; and dyvysyons in Jies j)ree seien dyvy- 
siouns in mennis wilie. Al fies [jree sectis mote nedis smatche 
errour, si)j [lei grounden a perpetuel reule to all men of ))es 
ordres Jiat ^ gospe! lefte by wisdom of Crist; and it were 
woundirful fiat yes synful foolis shulde fynde a betere reule jian 
Crist himsilf fond. For who shulde make a reule to men liat 
he knowejj not, ne haj> no maistrje of hem, ne techyng to kepen 
il ? but o complexion and oon elde axiji o manere of lyvynge 
and anojiir ano)>ir, |»at Jies patrons knewe not. And so oonly 
oure patron Crist, paX is bojie God and man, calengij) as propre 
to himsilf to grounde siche ordres, and herfore seint Foul and 
Petre, wi|t o])ir apostolis, fiedden to grounde siche ordris for 
drede of blasfemye. And it were more suffrable to dwelle 
amonge Sarazynes or o])ir paynym sectis as doen many Crista 
men jian to dweUen among sectis of Jiese newe religiouse. And 
|jat )>ei seien, pat Jiei ben erberis betir |mn comoun pasture, for 
erbis of vertue ))at growen in hem, certis makinge of erberis 
in a comoun pasture wolde distrie |>is pasture and lyf of J>e 
comouns, bojie for dichyng and begging and delvynge of tounes. 
And jif we marke alle siche erberis in Engelond, Jiat ben plantid 
of newe in comoun Cristis religioun, as Jiei spuylen jie reme- 
naunt of temporal goodis, so, ["at is more deel, f>ei spuyle hem 
of vertues, for alle Cristene men shulden be of oo wille, and 
vaiiaunce in siche sectis maki|; variaunce in wille, and gendri]) 
discencioun and envye among men. And herfore ordeynede 
Crist but |iree partis of )ie Churche, ech to have nede and 
heipyng of ojiir; but certis it is not Jms of ^ese new religions. 
Of \>\& treufie may be maad such a good resovin. It is a greet 
synne of two Jiingis to chese Jie worse, whan a man may as 
freely have Jie belere as ^t worse; but )>ese new ordris ben 
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worse )>an |>e sect of Crist, and it is more lijt, more fre, and 
more perlit, yun ony o{>ir sect ^aX man may chese. And her- 
fore it is a synfvil errour to chese siche sectis, si]f |)e ordre of 
Crist wole betere occupie at \ie fulle {)an ony siche sect founden 
of men. And so siji |>ese patrons ban no leeve of God to make 
siche erberis in his comoun pasture, law of ))is cheef lord shulde 
distrie [les sectis, si]) Crist love]) more bis comounes })an Jies 
news erberis. And ])US mene[i Jie gospel ])at ]ie )iridde servaunt 
of God shal constreyne men to entre and soupe wi]) bim in 
hevene, bo])e men in comoun weyes and ]jes ])at dwellen in 
heggis, and Jtus was Foul constreyned to crepe out of his hegge, 
and bo!de ye sect of Crist, forsakinge fe sect of Pharisees ; and 
I'us }>is publican }>at was a comoun laborer was beter ])an ])is 
Pharisee, as ]>is gospel sei]). 



PE TWELFhE SONEDAY GOSPEL AFTIR TRINITE SONDAY. 



[SERMON XII.] 

Exiens Jesus de finibu^ Tiry,~UKS.v. vii. [31.] 
pis gospel telli]> a myracle of Crist to make men to love him 
and trowe in bis power; how a deef man and a doumbe was 
helid of Crist. Jesus wente mtte of pe conlree of Tirws and he 
cam dy Sidoun lo pe water of Galik, and he campour^ a countree 
pat men depen Dicapolios, which contre conteynej) ten citees 
wijiynne him, and men of pe contre brou^len to him a deejman, 
and doumbe also, and preieden Crist to putte to him his hond, 
for )iei conseyveden )tat hi ]iis shulde Crist fully hele hym. And 
Crist loke Pis syke man aside fro Pis puple, and putte his fingres 
into hope his teres, and spittinge, wip his fyngir Crist touchide his 
ionge, and Crist lokynge into hevene wip a deulful chere seide lo pis 
syke man. Be pi witlis opened; and anoon weren Ms eeres opened 
for to here, and pe bond of Ms tonge was opened for to speke ari-^l. 
And Crist bade pies men to puUishe not pis myracle; but ever pe 
more Pat M bad pits, ever pe more pei prechiden, and ever pe more 
pei woundriden, and seiden amnnge hemsilf pat Crist hadde done 
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alhpingu wele,for he made deefe to heere and dmmbe men to speke. 
It is seid comounly [lat holy writt ha|) foure undirstondingis. 
pe first undirstondinge is pleyne, bi letter of J>e storye. pe 
secounde undirstondinge is clepid witt allegoric, whan men un- 
dirstonden bi wilt of ]ie lettre, what |)ing shal falle here bifore 
}ie dai of dome, pe j)ridde uiidiriitondinge is clepid tropologik, 
and it cechij) how men shulden lyve here in vertues. pe four]»e 
undirstondinge is clepid anagogike, and it telli)i how it shal be 
wij> men jiat ben in hevene. We shulde knowe ]fis secounde 
witt of |>e gospel, for it is biSeve of Cristene men in erjie; we 
shulden bileve jiat mankynde felle fro \& slaat of innocence for 
Adams synne and Eve, and Jesus, God and man, boujte man- 
kynde fro jie fendis prisoun, as {lis gospel telliji. And so oure 
Jesus wente fro Jie lond of Tims, whan he wente fro Jie bosim 
of Yt fadir of hevene, for Tirus is makyng", and God made of 
nojt bo}« aungels and men and al Jiis brood woride. He cam 
bi Sidon, Jiat is angel kynd, whan he grette oure Lady bi servise 
of angel, and )iis angel Gabriel wi)> al! o])irs stondinge heelden 
pees wi]> God, and leften \t firste synne, and Sidon is hel]?e or 
leevynge siche synne. But oure Lord Jesus wente out to |fe 
f Galile, for he took )ie slaat of man slydun from inno- 
f r Galile is a wheel^ whirlinge or passinge ; and so dide 
m kj de aftir }iat it hadde synned. Crist came [lur; Jie cuntre 
)t h dd ten citees, for he cam bi alle men jiat weren segid 
\\ f nd; and }ies men ensegid J>us ben al >es Citees, and 
n k) le )ius ensegid bryngiji to Jesus hir kynde, |>at was deef 
11 be by Jie synne of Adam, ifor ]>ei leften to heeren God 
nd 1 d n Jie fend, and trowiden to Jie fendis lore, and iefte J>e 
lore of God, and so weren Jiei deef to heere of God what Jiei 
shulden do. Jesus took mankynde Jiat Jios was syke, not in 
ech persone but singulerly in oon, and Crist putt his fyngirs 
in eres of J>is dombe man, whan he appliede his virtue, sutili 
worchinge, for to teche man how he wente fro God, and wiji his 
spotle he touchide his tonge, whan he jaf him virtue to herye 
God ri3tli. And so Crist hadde sorewe of Jies two synnes of 

' Tzflr, the Hebrew name of Tyre. means in Hebrew, circle, or circuit, 
signifies a rock. (Smith's Diet. Bib.) 

<> Galil, whence Galilee is deiived, 
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man, and bad }iat fe bond of his witt ';hulde be opened But 
Jesus bad Jiat Jiei shulden not preise him berfore bi ins man 
hede, and for jji-i mekenesse jici preisiden him more bi his 
godhede, and seiden so)) jiat he made alle fimgis wele for he 
made deef men to heeren and dombe men to speken For men 
deefid m Goddis lore he made to heere \\hit God sjake in 
hem, bo[i in mandementi'i ind conwihs and herbi Jiei lerneden 
to speke; and so jire mirachs did Crist togidere in &i\jnge of 
mankynde; he made men deef bi sjnne to heere what God 
spak in hem, and men dombe fro rijt speche to speke op^nll 
Goddis lawe, and so biside f>es virtues to heere ind to speke 
God moved mankynde tn do as Jiei shulden and so mil men 
see how myche Jiei ben to blame )>at ben dombe and deef in 
Jfis manere of torching. 



fE ^RITTENtE SONDAY GOSPEL AFTIR TRINITE. 

[SERMON XIII.] 

Beati oculi qui videni quae vos ride/is.— Lvc. x. [23.] 
pis gospel telliji bi a parable how eche man shulde love his 
even cristene ; and, for sijt prynfid in us of manheed of Crist 
techi)i ])is lore graciously, ])erfore bigynneji Crist and sei[i on 
fiis manere. Bkssid hm Pe eyen^ pat seen pai ;« seen ; for ¥ seie 
to yiu, pat many kyngis and prophetis wolden se Pat y seen and 
siyn hem not, and here wordis Pat y heeren, and herden hem not. 
And lo a wyse man 0/ lawe roos and temptide Crist, and oxide, 
Maisire, what shal Y do to have pe bHsse of hevens f For he 
wiste wele bi skile Jiat it was not jnouj to see J>e manheed of 
Crist for to come to heven ; for many |>ingis, as Scariof) and 
bestis, si^en Crist, fat weren not able to have bUsse. But Crist 
seide lo pis legislre, What it writun in pe lawe ? how redisi Pou ? 
And he answeride and seide, pat pe lawe biddip pal a man shulde 
love pe Lord his God of al his herte and of al his soule, and of al 
his strengpis, and of al his mynd, and his nei\bore as him silf 
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And Crisi seide to him fial he answeride ri-^t; do he pis indede, 
and he shal lyve in hlisu. But Jiis lawier wolde justifie himsilf, 
andPerfore he axide, who was his nei'^hore. And Crist tolde him 
a parable, ]>at was sutil in witt, for Crist hkynge on him seide 
him pis parable, how a man wenie doun fro Jerusalem into Jerico 
and/elde in pefes handis, Pat dispuyliden him and fastiden many 
sores on him and wenten and lefien him halfe quyke. And it fell 
pat a preesl passide pe same wey; and he 5/5 him lye pus hirt, and 
wente awey and helpide him not. And a deken, whan he was ni^ 
pe place, and 1/3 him sick, passide awey. But a Samaritan making 
his weie hi pat place cam bi side him, and si-^ his state, and hadde 
mercy on him; and he cam ny^e, and bond his woundis, arid helde 
in hem bofie oHe and wyn, and put him upon his hors, and brouit 
him in to stable of a toun, and pere he did cure of him. And 
anqPir dai he loke two pens, and yif hem to pe hosteler, and bade 
him have cure of him, and seide pus. What ever pou ^yvesl over, 
whan Y come a^en V shal pay Pee. And whan Crist hadde setde 
J>is parable, he axide of jiis man of lawe, which ofpese Pree men 
semede him to be nei^bore unto pis syke man pat pus fell into beves 
handis. And he seide, pat pe pridde man, pat dide mercy on him. 
And Jesus seide to pis kgistre. Go pou and do ri^t so. pis man 
of lawe }fat is here nemed was ne}>ir civilian ne canonistre, but 
he was man of Goddis lawe S)at wolde lerne [le wey to hevene. 
And Crist supposi]* to ]iis wise man J>at ech man is to of>ir a 
neijbore as nyj as he may, si}) }>ei ben bofie of o kynde ; but 
of neijborishep of place or dwellinge or of worldes fFrendship 
shulden men not recte here ; but we shulden wite Jiat alle men 
Jiat God ordeyneji to blis ben ful brejieren bo)>e of fadir and of 
modir, si)> God is Jier fadir, and his Chirche is Jier moder. And 
so techi}> Crist in }iis parable, how ech shnlde be to ojiir neij- 
bore in good wille, bojie for we came alle of Adam and Eve, 
and specialy for we came goostly of Crist and his Chirche and 
\e\ ben oure nexte and most fadir and modir. pis man Jiat 
cam doun fro Jerusalem to Jericho is oure firste eldris, Adam 
and Eve, for jiei camen fro sijt of pees to state of slydyng, as 
fte moone. pes )«ves Jiat woundiden him ben )« fendis ]jat 
temptiden him, but liei lefte lyf in him, as God ordeynede him 
to blisse ; but fei drowun fro Jns man goodis of virtu and of 
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kjndc and woundiden hini bo))e in bodi and soule and lettiden 
lim to live just lyf pis preest Jot pisside first bi mankvnde 
and sij mjscheffe f)\t it was inne weren patriarkes ho^ bifore 
])e lawe and m tjme fiat God ;if Jaw pe dekene jiit passide 
bi )iis weye weren prophetis and o|)ir seintis J>at weren binef>e 
fes firit seintis as dekenes ben under preestis and bojie \t\ 
knewen jiat )>ei nnjten not helpe ncifw^r o]>er men ne hemsilf 
fro \t sjnne )iat Jiei fellen ynne bi tempting of Jie fend But 
}« |)ridde Samaritan ])at was Jesus helpide mankjnde for he 
uab an alien as inentis his godhede "ind he was keper of man 
bi bo)>e two k\nds Jtt he hadde and he mj,te not do sjnne 
"iit) he was bojie God and min and h^dde not personile beynge 
of mankinde as ojier men hadden siji he hadde a ful be>nge 
b fire tyme |jat he was man He helde in oile tomake woundis 
softc and to dispose man to be hool for he putte man in hope 
to come to he\ene bi fei)i of Cri'it and he putte in win ]>erwi|) 
whan he spike sharpe wordis for to pnk men fro sjnne He 
put mankjnde upon his hors whin he mide his own manhede 
to be oure brot>er and to here our syne al^if he ou^te not for 
his synne ; he broujte mankynde in to a stable, whan he hehde 
men in ]fis Chirche ; and )'is is but a htil stable to regard of al 
]« Chirche ; and he curide men in }iis stable bi sacramentis and 
hevenly jiftes. And on of-ir dale, after tyme liat he was deed, 
whiche was {"e tyme of grace, and )ie sunne was newe sprongen, 
he jaf two pens to J>is keper, bo|ie of his godhede and of his 
manhede, to fede mankynde til fte dale of dome. And so [« 
keper of jiis stable is alle ]>es men jiat God ha)) chosen to fede 
his Chirche wiji his lawe, and Cristis godhede wi)- his manhede 
ben sufficient herfore, for Jiei ben wijiouten ende, as )ies serkeUs 
of two pens ; and what ever Jiat prelatis traveilen unto spede 
of Cristis Chirche, Crist wole at Jie date of dome jelde hem 
graciousely; and so ech trewe prelat [lat helpi]> Crist to hele 
his Chirche, is trewe neijbore to |>e Chirche and doi|? in part 
as Crist did. 



H-^-SSHH^- 



,y Google 



WrCLIF'S 



Pe pouktes1)B Sondai Gospel ai-tib TaiNiTE. 
[SERMON XIV,] 

Cum iret Jesus in Jerusalem, Iransibat.—\XG. xvii. [ii.] 

Chbist wole teche bi |>is miracle in fis parable |iat rijt bileve 
is ground of mennes salvacioun. Whan Jesus went to Jerusalem 
he wentfiuri Samarie and Galile, and whan he wente into a casiel, 
ten meselis comen ayns him, andpei stooden ajerre and crieden on 
him as pei t»}'j/en, and seiden, Jesus, comandoHr, have mercy on us. 
Bui whan Crist w'j Pes leprous men cryinge Pus, and stondii^t 
iogidere ajer, lest |>ei blemyschiden o)>er men, he bad hem go and 
skewe hem io preestis,zs God bad in Jie olde lawe, and as pei 
wentm,pei werm heelid oj her lepre. And oon of hem, whan he 
sij pat he was pus heelid bi miracle, tumede ayn to Jesus wip 
a greet vols preisynge God, and he Jeld doun in his Jace bijore 
Cristisjeet, andpattkide him; and pis manpatjms cam ayn was 
a Samaritan. And Jesus spaie and seide pus of J)is dede jiat was 
fallen, Ne ben not ten maad dene, and where ben oper nyne ? pere 
is noonjoundenpai cam ayn, and pankip God, but pis alien. And 
Crist seide unto him, Rys and go whider Pou wilt, iot pi hileve 
hap made pee saaf. 

Tojiewitt of allegoric', bitokeneji J>is dede of Crist how he was 
wendinge to hevene, jjat is clepide Jerusalem, and he passide by 
Samary and Galile, or he went to teche, j)at he wolde save bo]>e 
he|)ene men and Jems. For it is knowen of Samarie jiat Jiei weren 
not of Jewis kynde but aliens Jiat dwelllden |)ere, fro \& lime of 
conquest of |>at lond. And ten kynredis of Israelis sones weren 
ever putt out, as now ben Jewis, and herfore ])e Jewls loveden not 
)ies Samaritanes, and to {>e repreef of Crist Jiei clepide him a Sama- 
ritan, ]»at he grantide in a manere, and denyede ])at he was ledd by 
Jie fend. Cristis wendinge in to Jie castel bitokene}) his iitil Chirche, 
})at is armed wij) virtues as )>e caste! is kepte fro enemyes ; ten 
leprous xa.tn ben alle }ie synful |>at mekelt axen forjevenes of 
[■er synnes. pei stooden first fer fro Goddis folk; and si]> fei 

' aUegont, B ; a!!igor!t, C. 
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wenten to Cristis preestis, and bifore t>ei comen to hem God 
assoilide hem of |ier synnes; for God sel]) in )ie psalme how 
man in purpos to leve his synne seide fiat he wolde shrj e h n; 
to God, and God forjaf him his synne. And so Crist taujtt 
bi Jjis dede |)at assoilinge of men is not but jif God assole 
bifore, as God himsiif assoiKde ))es leprous. And so preest 
assoilen as Goddis vikeris, according to Goddis assoilinges and 
ellis )iei assoilen no more jian preestis of ]ie olde lawe heehde 
men of J>er lepre, and jiat myjt |)ei not do. pis ahen Jiat cam 
a3en to Jianke God of his heljie, bilokeneji trewe Cristene men 
jiat dwellen in }iis bileve; pes nyne [lat ben many moo bitokene]) 
men out of bileve, jiat trowen )jat it is ynouj fat her preest 
assoile hem, and specialy fie hey preest, how evere he erre in juge- 
ment, and how fiei lyven bifore or after, fies men fiat f-us ben 
assoiHd. And ajens fiis eresie shulde trewe preestis crye fast, for 
bi f>is synne is synne hid, and assoilyng boujt and sold, as who 
so wolde bye an oxe or a cow, and myche more falsely. We 
shulden come ajen to Crist, and confesse bofie his kyndis, and 
make covenaunt wij) him to leve oure synne from hennsforjj, and 
fienke how Crist bad fie woman go and wille no more do synne. 
For fiis covenaunt, kept wifi sorwe of synne and Goddis grace 
is ynow, alle jif men speken no more wi|i preestis; but speche 
wifi hem is nedeful in fiat fiat fiei techen men fiis treufie, and 
mennys ordenaunce may not reverse f>is sentence ; and Jius we 
graunten fiat ech f>ing fiat Petre bonde or assoilid on erfie, or ony 
viker of Petre, in fiat fiat fiei acorden wifi God, is bounden or 
loosid in hevene, and ellis not, for ellis f>ei ben fals. And so 
ordenaunce of, men in byndinge and assoilynge bryngif) in 
many errours and lettifi trewe prechinge. But Bede self) fat fies 
leprouse men bitokenen heritikes of many colours jiat shulden 
stonde aferr fro men, and turne to Crist bi rijt feifi, and knowe 
fiat Crist bi his word my3te have mercy on hem; and aftirward 
algatis fiei shulden be aliens fro Pharisees*. And so alle synful 
men shulden crye mekely wifi fies leprous, fiat Crist fiat is bojie 
God and man shulde have mercy on fier synne, for he is lord 
wifiouten eende, and fiei han yvel wrafif>id him, and so her synne 
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is so greet )iat but if Crist of his power and of his grace forjyve 
}>is synne, it may never be forjyven. And for )>is fing sei|i ]fe 
Chirche in \m preyeris ])at oure God maki|i moost his myjt 
knowen in sparynge and havynge mercy; for jif Crist dide not 
so, no synfiil man myjte be saved. But we shulde undirstonde 
fat as God is mercyful so he is ri3tful, and hatif> men ))at breken 
covenaunt; and [lerfore holde we covenaunt to God, and dis- 
seyve we not oure silf, for God may not be disseyved, however 
preestis bigile us. 



PE FIFTENl^E Son DAI GOSPEL AFTIR TRINYTE. 

[SERMON XV.] 

Nemo potest duohus dominis servire. — Matt, vi. [24.] 
pis gospel techiji men hou ))ei shulden l>e bisye for blisse and 
leve ojier worldely bisynesse }iat lettiji men fro )iis. First seij) 
Crist jiis principle Jiat ech man shulde trowe, J>ai no man may 
wel serve two fulk lordes, for opir shal he hate pe toon and love fie 
lepir, or susteynen muse o/fie toon and dispise pe tepir; Jius algatis 
he serveji amys. — If he serve hem togidere, ]« cause is more 
pleyn; and if he serve first j)e toon and si)i J« tojiir, ojier he 
servejt amys f>e toon or }ie tojiir. In alle jies resouns we shul 
suppose ])at \t gospel spekij) of siche lordis Jiat nou])ir is wel 
servaunt to ouJ)ir, as ben God and Jie fend ; for if Jier ben two 
lordis and \^X oon serve wel fat ofir, a man may serve wel to 
hem bo)>e, as we seen al daie; but fe gospel undirstondijj of 
siche cheefe lordis )iat han not above hem anojiir cheef lord. 
And so is )>is world dyvydid in two maner of lordshipis fat 
ben Goddis and fe fendis, for aljif fe fend have no propre 
lordships, nefeles he calengi)) to have greet lordshipe, and so 

■ Proper fiefs were those only man is not ' proper,' because he has 

which were held on condition of no right (o demand of man that he 

military service, in which case there should tighl his battles for him ; nor 

was a mutual benefit. Improper is his forced service to God ' proper," 

fiefs were those held upon con- because it is attended by no benetit 

dition 0/ various other kinds of to himself. See Hallam's MiddU 

service. The devil's lordship over .^^m, 1, 181. 



,, Google 



SERMONS. 

maugre his he serve[> to God, and |>is sen-ise is unpropre, as is 
J)e fendis lordship, sifi he serveji not God to his owne mede but 
ajens his wille he profitiji to Cristis Chirche, and Jius for gene- 
ralite of lordship of Crist, he seij), who is not wi)f him is a^ens 
him, and ])us sei]i Crist wel, J>ai wt may not serve God and richesse 
of pe war Ide, for pet ben contraries; for as we may not serve ]>e 
fend \vi]j servise of God, so we may not serve )>e world Jiat is 
\t fendis servant. But iff al Jiis speche we shal speke of rijt 
servise and of unpropre servise fiat \t fend mystakijj, and [jan 
we may see how siche heed servise may not acorde to God and 
to J)e world. For jif a man traveile for goodis of j)is world, 
and ha|) rijt entent for to worshipe God, he servej) not }« world, 
but it servef him. But it is ful hard to have siche ri3t entent, 
for sich entent mut be mesure of bisynesse, and noumbre of 
traveile, and weijt' of mannys wille, and herfor forbedi]) Crist 
bisynesse of foode and hilyynge, for aboute jws two Jiingis 
shulden men sonnest be bysye, and Crist spekij) of bisynesse 
most principal in maa And so trewe men witen wele l)at ech 
man shulde cast al his bisynesse in God, as seint Petre biddiji, 
and ])us sei}) Crist, /c/ h/^ shulde mi be btsye to oure lyfwhatwe 
shulden ele, ne to oure bodi what we skulde be clepid wip; for sip 
lyf is more Pan mete andmatmis bodi more pan cloip, as God \yvep 
man Pes two, so wille he ordeyne for hem. Biholde y pe foulis of 
pe tire, kowpei sowen, neipir repen, ne gederen not in to hemes, and 
yl God fedtp hem, and sip y ben more worP pan pei, God wole 
take more heed to you. For as ge bisien jou not of )ie bodi, 
so shulden ;e not bisien jou of hilyynge }>erof. For what wolde 
it profite to man lo bisye him Pus about his bodi, sip he may not 
cist perto 1 cubite over ];at k)ndc jv^ef" him And fius siji God 
bi kvnde of man ordejne|> for mannis bodi he will ordejne for 
Jie lesse how manns bo 1 shulJe be hilid And jf \o\i seie 
Jot m-mj men bi }j s shulde sterve for defaute of mete wel Y 
wote bi m* 1 leie jiat no ra\n shulde fule of mete unto hir 
mjnge of his soule but 3 f his sjnne be cause Jierof and so )iat 
It be good and just jiat he faile [lus of mete and Jius Y rede 
}at God bad foulis and pore folk fede his prophete and fe ide 
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him as best was to proiite of his soule. And of dopis what 
ben y btsye? lake ye to Pe lylyes ofPefelde, km) pei growe and ben 
cled and pei iraveikn not Pereabouie, ne spynnen for (>er cloif), and 
yl Salomon in al his glorie was no/ cled as oon of pes is, for shap 
and coloure of lely flours is not made bi mannis crafte ; and 
so, y/pe hay of pefeld pat now is, and to-morewe is brent, is pus 
cled bi Goddis wit, myche more wolde he cIoJh nun, fat he telliji 
more by. And so htilnes of bileeve maki|> men ))us to be bisy, 
for ))ei witen not what manere of Jiing is profitable for mannis 
soule, and so, Be we not bisyc what we shal ete or drynke or wiP 
whatPingis cure bodi shal be atired, ffor al sich pingis seken hepen 
menfastt, and so seke we first pe kingdom of God and ri^wysnesse 
if him, and all siche pingis shal be cast to us. A^ens Jiis lore 
synnen men of [le world, jhe preestis and clerkes and men of 
religioun, for )iei bisien hem for atire and for foode also, |)at 
profitith not to J>er soule, |>at God forfendi|> here; and, for 
breking of Jiis heste brekij) }« ten comandmentis, and al men 
of )'is world ben ful ny3 to breke it, |>erfore Crist and hise 
apostlis, and Baptist, and o^ex prophetis kepten hem ferr fro 
)iis peril, lest t)ei slydun |)erinne. And Crist wi) his disciplis 
wolde not be weddid wiji habitis ne manere of penaunt' metis, 
lest Jiei weren to bisie for n0U3t, and hou evere we denyen })at 
we ben to bisye here, nejieles Goddis lawe, )fat is Crist, shal 
rykene wiJi us and jnge us at Jie dale of dome, wher Jiis be soj) 
Jjat we seyen, and Jian worship of |)is worlde and curtais manere 
[tat men axen sha! not excuse us, but resoun shal be our juge. 



pE SIXTEENI. SONDAl GOSPEL AFTER TRINITE. 

[SERMON XVI.] 

Ibal Jesus in civitatem quae vacatur Naym. — Lucae vii. [ii,] 

pis gospel telliJi of a myracle Jiat Crist dide of a deed bodi 

|)at was \ft secounde of Jire \-&X Crist reiside fro de]) to lyf. And 

so tellilJ ])e gospel jiat Jesus viente in to a cite pat is clepid Naym 

* So in Bl penaul. A; poynanl, C; pmaunce. E. 
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wip his disciplis and q^r puple. And whanite he cam ny^ pe ^aie 
ofpe diet, cam a cars pal was born to he hiried,})at was a chtlde 
of a widowe, and myche pupk of pe citee cam wip pis wtdowe and 
made sorewe. And whan Crist sawepis widowe, he hadde mercy 
upon hir, and bad hir wepe not; but he went and touchide pe beere 
Pat Pei barm and pes men pal baren pe beere stooden stille to see 
the ende. And Crist setde to pe dede hodi, ymnge man, Y bidde 
pe aryse; And pe ymnge man pat was deed sate up and bigan io 
speke, and Crist ^af him to his modir. Al pe pupk hadde drede, 
and preisiden God, and saiden, Pat a greet propheie roos amonge 
hem, and pat God hadde visitid his pupU, for this miracle J>at f>ei 
seien. pe gospel telli]) of Jire dede bodies )iat Crist reiside fro 
de)> to lyf. pe firste was )ie persoiies doujter )>at he reiside 
wi))iii ))e hous ; J>e secounde was ])is widowes sone \-iX he 
quykede in |)e jate; jie Jiridde was )ie stynkyng careyne }iat 
he quykide in fe grave. And ])is bitokeneji J>ree synnes J)at 
God forjeve]) in |)is worlde. pe firste bitokenel> ful consenSe 
for to do ajens God, but it come|> not out in deede, as )ie maide 
lay in {« hous. pe secounde bitokeneji Jie secounde synne, 
whan a man to wickide wille putte|> to a wickide dede, but he 
come)) not to custom as dide Lazarus j>at was biried in a grave, 
and Jiis is Jie ^ong man fiat we speken of stonding in Jie jate, 
pe [iridde synne addiji to ))es two a long custom to ligge in 
synne, and [lis is Lazar Jiat foure dales lay scinkinge in his 
grave, pe secounde is a widowes sone, for siche synners 
wanten God, and so Jiei, failinge of spouse, of |>e Chirche may 
wel be clepid a widowe, but )iei han sorwe of her synne, and 
o))ir neijboris also. Crist biddij' ])e beere stoonde whan he 
ceessiji men of her synne ; and he touchi]> Jie bodi, whane he 
jyveji hem confricion, and he comandi|> it to arise, whanne 
he comandi]j medeful werkes, and jiis man bigynne]) to speke, 
whanne he J>ankid God in grace, and Crist ^yveji him to his 
modir, whanne he maki)) him helpe his Chirche. And j>us 
wente Crist into Naym, whanne he entride newe to his Chirche; 
for Naym is as myche to say as flowynge or movynge, for l>e 
Chirche first tlowide wijt synne, and sij> was moved to God by 
hemes of ]ie Holy Goost, whan it hadde grace to come to \ 
Wi|) Crist wente his discipHs and a greet route of folk, for 
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many wereii helpers of God to bringe his Chirche to ri^t staat. 
pe jate of )>is citee is entree to religioun of Crjstis Chirche, in 
which jate ben many jonge men, biynde and deed goostli, for 
|>ei knowen not Cristis religioun how it passij) a!le ojiir. And 
so in J)is jate ben two maneres of dede men. To summe loki]) 
Crist, and quykef> hem in grace, and jyvej) hem power and 
wille to come clene to his order. And wite }>at al oJ>er ordris 
ben chargious to men as myche as Jiei adden to Cristis reli- 
gioun, tfor noon addicioun is worji but jif Goddis lawe gronnde 
it. Sum men ben deed in jiis jate ])at Crist aquyke|) not, but 
lasten in her o!de errours to her As\ dai ; and ben ]ies Jiat taken 
a iyf ungroundid in Goddis lawe, and jies men lasten in her 
errour out of ])e bondis of Goddis lawe, and ben born fro )ie 
jate to be beried in belle. But )>ere is a privy quykenynge J'at 
God doi)) nei5 |ie deej), fat we can not telle of, but if God wil 
shewe it us, and ))erefore folis jugement shulde be fled in |>is 
mater ; and t)us ])es men Jiat baren ])is beere to putt ]jis deed 
man in erjie, ben men Jiat consenten and procuren to wickid- 
nesse. And so upon J>es Jiree synnes God ha}> mercy here, but 
upon }ie ferjie synne God ceessi]) never to punnishe, for )iei 
jn>ed>d hHlG [. God mut 

dphji dfjj m have noon 

d h 1 I }) m Id f peril of 

)t f n f 11 h d 1 reverse in 

hlfd ji nl^bpfiji n|)e first 

kfC Ad). fC Ig chalengen 

b f h d I3 f J> J d (. name jiat 

)iben l>Pp lldbm mkmn moost ser- 
vysable and most pore as we ben laujt m Seint Petir |>at was 
Pope next after Crist \nd now men sejen )>at |>e Pope mote 
nedis reverse Jiis ordenaunce and have more power for to do 
fiingis Jiat touchen excellence and jjus bishopis j)at shijlden be 
clerkis and pore men as aposths ueren ben mocst lordis of 
]>is world, and reversen apostin Iyf Sum tyme weren mounkes 
lewede men, as seintis in Jerusalem ; and Jianne Jiei kept hem sHf 
fro synne as seynt Bernard berij> witnesse; but now monkes 
ben turned unto lordis of )iis worlde moost ydel in goddis 
travaile, and seyen ]jat [lei ben betre monkes fan weren (le first 
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seintis. And so freris, }>at weren brejieren in Crist, and not 
chargeous to jie Chirche, neiJ>iT in noumbre ne in cIol>ing, ne 
in mete ne in housynge, ben even turned a^en fro |)e first lyf 
of hem, and jit bi |>er ypocrisie Jiei blynden {le Chirche many 
jatis, and )>us names of offices and names of virtues also ben 
changid bi ypocrisie, and cursed men reulen ^t world. 



(vENTENl-E Son DAI f 



[SERMON XVII.] 



Cum intrasset Jesus dnmum cujusdam. — Luc, xiv. [i.] 

]lis gospel te(,hi)> men how \t\ shal not by Jier hi; staat hide 

Jiere synne, and disturble t>e ordenaunce Jiat Crist ha{> made. 

pe story telli|> hou Jtsui entride in to a Pharisees hous on a 

i pei aspieden to take him in defaute ; 

■)as per bifore Crist. And Jesus spake 

to Pharisees, where it were leveful to 

slille, lest fiat resoun wente a3enB 

nan, and heelide him panne bifore 

Pat^fPeroxeorPt 



Satirday to ete wip him, 
and a syke man in dropes 
to wyse men of Pe latve, c 
hele inpe Sabot; and pei 
hem ; but Crist loke pis sykt 
hem, and Crist axide hem pis 

felle in pe diche, wolde pei not drawe him out in per sabol date, 
and )>ei wisten wel )tat [lei shulden by bileve of ]?ere owen lawe, 
and Pei my^te not answere him to denye Jiat he axide. And upon 
]fis arguyde Crist jiat myche more it were leveful to helpe in )ie 
Sabot a man put in more peril, siji ))is work is more spirituel, 
and man is beter fan a beest. And, for Jie synne of Jiese men 
stood in pryde of her statis, Crist tolde hem a parable, techinge 
hem how pei shulden chese pe first statis; |»at God lovede moost, 
fat was moost meke statis, but fei chosen as proude men fe 
first statis to fe world. But Crist biddif in his parable, Whan 

pQU ert biden to pe feste, silte not in pe first place, lest a more -wor- 
shipful pan pou be bedentope same feest, and pe lord of pe feste 
bidde Pee, ^ive pis man slide, and put pee doun oul of pi place, and 

pan shall pou bygynne wip shame for to holde pe last place. And 
herfore whan pou art beden to a feste, silte doun in Pe last place. 
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so pat he fiat hap htden Pee seie to pee for pi tnekenesse, Frend sfye 
more up; panne shall pou have worship and joie bifore hem pat 
dtten at Pe feste. For ech man pat heiep him by presumpcioun 
shal he mekid bi God, and he pat mekip him in his soule shal be 
heyed bi God. pere we shal undirstonde jiat Crist speki|> not 
here of worldely feste, ne of place, for jianne his sentence were 
noujt; for fian strif shulde be for place, and oonli oon shulde 
do Cristis bidding, and so Crist shulde ordeyne discencioun 
wijwuten fruyt among men ; and herfore shulde we undirstonde 
\3X })is feste is |fe laste soper, Jiat shal be in heven of seintis 
aftir ]>e day of dome ; and fie last place at Jiis feeste shulde be 
mannis reputacioun, bi whiche he shulde not presume to be in 
heven bifore ojiirs, but reste mekeli in fiis Jiat he shal come to 
hevene Eche man shal hope for to come to blisse ■ and if he 
lyfbl dmk))hpflhmlf Ihihp 
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done men under hem ani after ^l )iei profiten more Jwi «hal 
be heifer m he\ene and o |5ei seien as j)ei shulden hope to 
come to hevene o shulde ^ti hopen here to be heier m 
he^ene But siche prou le men and pre umptuous of her 
staat Sihuldtn traveil m virtues Jut ))ei begilen not hem silf 
and Jierfore techij) f>e wiie min jiat ever jie more j)at Jiou be 
here e\er |je more meke Ijou huldisl be m al manere of 
mekenes And so if Jmju be greet here }iou shuldist reste m 
[le last place and supi ose mekeh of (>i iilf wi}>outen siche 
compirisoun Ffor who ib he fat ma> seie he serve)) God 
after hib staat? ind so statis here ini blatiu in hevene late or 
nevere acorden togidere for fewe men here or noon serpen 
God e^en to {ler state and sj stiti'j of m-ja. ma> ciuse j«r 
dampn>n^ deep m helle ind for une\en service here in statis 
mav men ben ful lowe in hevene 

pe lessoun of Jiis gospel ib litil coud in ))e Chirche for lordis 
'itrj\en wiji hem silfe and rehgiouse among hem silf about 
hejenes of Jier stait and )>e rote of il jiis is prjde And )«i 
shulden wite ]at states here ben harmful unto men but ,if men 
after her statis serven treuly to |)er God ffor filsnesse in statis 
makij) men to be low or d^mpned 



fE EIJTENt-E SONDAI AFTIR TriNITE. 

[SERMON XVIII.] 

Accesserutti ad Jesum Pkarisei audimles. — Matt. xxii. [34.] 
pis gospel telli) how Crist distroiede sectis, techinge us how 
we shulden traveile suying Crist in Jiis. pe storye of |)e gospel 
sei]) fiat whan pe Phariseis hadden herd pat Crist hadde siemned^ 
Saduceis, on of pe Phariseis, pai was a doctour of lawe, temptide 
Crist on pis wise, and axide him pis question, Maisier, which is 
a greet mandement in fie lawe i And fesus seide to him pus, pou 

' The reading of B is sloayed, i.e. astonished; C, elontd, a 'y' being 
inserted by a later hand; sitmaydt. E. Both Wycliffite versions have 
'put to silence.' 
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shall love pi Lord God of al pi herle, in al pi souk, and in al pi 
mynde; pis is pe firsie and pe moste mandement of alle. And fis 
mandement is Jw first of jire of [>e first table, ffor jire of })e first 
table techen to love God, and conteynefi jire partis answeringe 
to jie Trinite. It is seid comounly }tat in tyme of Crist weren 
\tt. sectis of religions, Pharises, Saduceis, and Esses, but of Jie 
two first makijf J>is gospel mencioun. pe firste was moost 
myjty, and Jierfor it lastide lengest ; for aboundance of goodis, 
and long rotyng in ^ sect, defenden [les sectis, and maken 
hard to distroie hem, But Crist distriede }ies sectis and savede 
];e persones ; as Poul and Nichodeme weren makid bi grace 
Cristen men And herfore seij) fiib gospel, Jiat Crist stemned ' 
biduceis, not [>it he distnede hem siji he lovede |>er persones, 
and so Crist distnede Jie errours of PhariseiS, as he distnede )« 
errours of [le ojiet two Sum men |)enken lich ]>at jjis doctour 
fat here temptide Crist dredde him of his sect Jiat Gnst shulde 
distroien it, or ellis enfeblen it, as he distnede [le mjddil sect 
and \\% is more liclv Jian Jiat |>ib doctour dide forvejn glone 
or to be holden' wise or to lerne Goddia hwe He ciepide 
Cost reverentlj maister, ffor it is manere of ipocntis and of 
sophists fo fage and fo speke plesanih to men, but for }\el 
entent But oure Phansees to dai done wel wers, ffor jiei putten 
-ibac goddis lawe ind magnifien Jier ordres, and Jius ]iei failen 
m )ie first mandement, and so in al o)«r And manj men 
trowen not ne supposen |>at fei ben men of holi Chirche but 
supposen ))it ]iei ben Ijmes of Jie fend Bui he io\e)i God of 
al his herte |)at lovefi him of al his «itt and he love]) God in al 
his !vf jiat loveji him in al his werkes, for Cnsien men Iv\en in 
God, and ben moved to al her werkes; for Crist is forme of 
)d, and in Crist we lyven, as Pou! sei{>, And herfore we shal 
)t take {>e word of oure God in veyn. pe Jiridde part of })is 
anderaent, answerynge to Jie Holy Goost, biddif) J>ee love \\. 
God in al jji mynde, si}) he is mynde of \t Fadir, and of )>e 
Sone, and love of hem two ; for undirstonding in a man, and 
acte of him, ]>at is his lyf, and refleccioun of lyf, }iat is mynd 
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and wille of soule, bitokene]) to CrisCene men her God, j'at is J)e 
Trinite. And herfore biddiji Goddis lawe, have niynde to holde 
{lin halidai. And ])an we loven |)is Trinite perfith as we shulden, 
whan we loven it more ]ian ony ojiir Jiing , and as nianj men 
Jienken, jif )iis Pharisee kepte )>is, he shulde leve Jus straunge 
sect, as shulden Jies newe religions. — p« secounde mandement, }iat 
is sevene, biddip pe love pi nenfiare as pou loiest pisil/c, and )iat 
art Jiou tau3t by kynde, and in pese /wo mandemenis hongtp al pe 
lawe and pe prophetis. And whan pe Fat isees weie gednd, Crisl 
oxide hem a questioun of Jiing Jiat Jiei shulden bileve, Wkal hem 
pou^t o/pe kynde of Crisl, and, whos sone Crisi is, and Pei seidea. 
He is David sone ; and Crist replied ay ns pis, how David depide 
him his lord, siji Crist is David sone, and porer man Jian David 
was. pe psalm telli]) how David seide of |ie Fadir aftd [le Sone, 
pf Lord, f>e Fadir, seide to my Lord, Sitie up on my ri^l side as 
long as Y putt pi emmyes in helle a stool undir pi feet. And si[) 
fiis dampnyng shal be ever, God grantide here to Crist fiat he 
shulde ever sitt in hevene on his Fadir rijt bond ; Ffor -^if David 
clepip him Lord, how is pore Crist David sone? And pei my^ 
not here answere Crisl, ne dursten not axe him more fro pat dai. 
— And here convyclide Crist \t% men of open untreujie in hir 
bileve; and so mente privily \aX fies sectis shulden be distried, 
siji he shal reprove {>e worlde of {"e synne of untreujie. And it 
semeji to many men Jiat alle }>es sectis synnen J>us, for ))ei loven 
not hir God as )« gospel bidde]) here ; for jif |)ei loveden wel 
God, (>ei shulden kepe (lis word of him. Generaly Jies newe 
sectis loven more |ier owen ordre {lan t>ei done J>e ordre of 
Crist, which he ^af his owne persone ; and Jian \€\ loven her 
sect more ]>an |>ei loven fie sect of Crist, pis sect of Crist by 
jiat is lasse fat ^t\ putten in |>es newe sectis ; si)) [lei, kepinge 
Cristis secte, bi j>at maken his sect more ; and it is oon to love 
a ))ing and to willen |)at fiing good ; but t>ei wolden Jiat al |jis 
world were suget unto Jter sect. And, Lord ! if Jiat men wolden 
undirstonden, what it is to love a Jiing ; and whanne men loven, 
loven lier god over al oJ>ir [lingis ; jianne heresie of )>es newe 
sectis, and ojiir errours in Jie worlde shulden be more knowen 
unto folk Jian Jiei ben now for ypocrisie. pes ypocritis seien 
Jiat Jier sectis and al (je deedis Jiat Jiei done is groundid upon 
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Crist, and is Crislis religioun ; and so }iei have none newe 
ordris, but new customes, Jiat j)ei may leva; and so )iei shulden 
seie bi resoun Jiat ])er be not many ordris of freris, ne accepcions 
of persones to helpe or to punishe men ; si[>[>e ech man of 
Cristis religioun is of alle manere ordre ; and so lawe of apos- 
tataas and of ojtir reulys }iat ^ei have founden, shulden ben 
contrarye to hemsilf, as freris dedis reversen |iis lawe. 



Pe nyntenI-e Sondai Gospel aftir Trinite. 

[SERMON XIX.] 

Ascendens Jesus in ?saviculam. — Matt. ix. [i.] 
pis gospel tellij) of a miracie fat Crist dide before |>e peple, 
and ])erwi{i reprevyde }ie scribis ; and how he doiji awei synne. 
pe story telUji how Jesus siey^e in to a boot, and cam to his citee, 
and it is seid comounly fiat he rowide to Galilee, and cam in to 
Nazareb, J/at was cilee of his birpe, and J>ere pey hrou^ien him 
a sj!ke man by palsie, liynge in a bedde. And Jesus seynge her 
bileve, seide unto pis syke man, Have trust, sone, pi synes hen now 
foryven bee. And sum scribis seiden wipinne hemsilf^ Jesus 
Mas/em^ in pis word. And whan Crist saw hirpou^tis wipinne, 
he seide, Whereto Pet pow^ten pus yvel in her hertis f And bi {)is 
word he taujte hem |>at he was God, for oonli God mai \\s wise 
wite, what a man j^nkif) wijiynne. Crist aside hem, Where is 
it lifter, to sete, pi synnes ben for)^ven bee, or ellis to seie, rys and 
gof as jif Crist wolde mene )ns resoun, he Jiat haf> power to do 
Jjat oon, haf) power to do hem bojie. And Jesus seide. For y 
skulde wite pat Y have power to for'^yve synne, he seide to pe man 
in palasie, Rys and take bi bedde anoon and go hoot in to pi hous. 
And he aroos and wenie in to his hous on ])at manere }iat Crist 
bad him, and pe puple seynge pis ping dredden, and glorifieden 
God bat yifsiche power to men. As to Jesus and his disciplis, 
(lis storj'e of Crist may betoken )ie lyf \%\. Crist lyvede here ; so 
])at }>e takyng of his boot bitokeneji his manheed, or |)e bodi of 
his modir ; for mannis bodi is liche a boot. In }>is boot Crist 
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wente over Jie water of peynes of |jis worlde, and wente not 
oonli into hevene, )iat is propre citee of Crist, but into Nazaref), 
in which Crist dide |)is miracle. But bojie men and aungels 
offred to Crist mankynde, J>at was smyten in palesie ; for pro- 
pirte of jiis yvel palasie is a sikenesse groundid in synewis of 
a man, Jie which sinowis ben unstable to move a man as [lei 
shulden ; and moistnes of \fts senewis ])at ben wrappid in moist 
|iing is a cause of f>is yvcl, as philosophris seyen. Shaking in 
|)e palesie is unstabilnesse of bileve ; for eche article of }ie 
troufie shulde have a synowe for to lede it, and al \ts articlis 
shulde come of Crist, jiat is heed of holy Chirche. And, for 
)ies jiat offriden Jiis man ben o persone wij> him, )ierefore biddiji 
Jie gospel wel, jiat Cristis sone shulde truste in him, and Crist 
for^eveli him first his synne of untreu)ie )at he was inne, for 
untreujie is fe first synne {>at come)i unto man, and it fel not 
to })is lord to 3yve bet a greet jyfte, si)t ech jyfte J)at man jyveji 
shulde answer to ]ie 5yver. But scribis fat knowen not Cristis 
godhede seien Jiat Crist blasfemed in )>is, for al oonli God may 
forjyve synnes; but Crist techiji Jiat he is God hi Jie werkes 
Jiat he doi]), for it is ylJche ' li;t to do miraclis bi himsilf, and 
to forjyve synnes, for noon but God may do }ie3 ))ingis. And 
herfore Crist helide mankynde of his goostly palesie, and put 
bileve in ojiir men |)at Crist hadde power to do )nis, and l)us 
wente mankynde, j)at God hadde ordeyned unto blisse, fro error 
of his olde synne into )ie hous of Cristis Chirche. 

But here men douten of ^e letter, wher prelatis may forjyve 
synne, and it semeji Jiat )jei may, for preestis may assoile of 
synne, and it is al oon to assoile men of synne and to forjyve 
|)e same synne. And it semefi }iat preestis mai not forjyve 
synnes unto men, for Jiere is noo synne here but jif it be offence 
of God ; but no man mai forjeve ]iis but jif it be God him silfe. 
And so it semeji Jiat oure prelatis may not here forjyve synne, 
Soji it is jiat men mai here forjyve trespas done to hem, and remitte 
mannis iniurie as much as in hem is, but not remitte uttirly 
synne done ajens God, Here it is nede to undirstonde how 
preestis assoilen men of synne, and how preestis forjyven synne, 

' ilkb, B ; etichi. C, 
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for bo]ie ben conseyved wel and yvel : preestis may assoile of 
synne if J>ei acorden wi)) keies of Crist, and if Jiei discorden fro 
Jies keies, jiei feynen hem falsely to assoile. And so on two 
maneres men may be assoilid of her synnes ; and first pryn- 
cipaly of God whan Goddis injurie is forjoven ; and [)e secounde 
is assoilingf by a turne ]>at preestis han ; and if Jiis assoilinge be 
trewe, ])ei kepen |>e boundis fiat God jaf hem, and (lis assoilinge 
han preestis as vikers of goddis wiUe. And |)ere lien many 
disseitis in suche absolucioun, for if Jtis assoilinge be trewe, it 
mut acorde wif Cristis assoilinge, and to such assoilinge is 
needful bojie witt and power. And so on two maneres may 
a man remitte or deny )>e trespas j)at is done to him, and so 
remitte synne ; first remitte wronge of God, |>at is propred unto 
God, or ellis dismitle wronge of his broj^r in fiat [lat it is made 
ajens him. And so remission is complete Jiat perteyne|> oonly 
to God, or elKs remissioun incomplete }tat men shulden have 
generaly, for ellis Crist wolde not teche men to preie on ]ns 
maner, Foi^yve us, Lord, oure dettes of synne, as we forjyven 
oure dettours. Jif ony man wolde telle more pleynly ]iis sen- 
tence bi Goddis lawe, Y wole mekeli assente |)erto, jif t>ei 
grounden J)at Jiei seien ; and jif ony man prove |;is fals or ajens 
Goddis Jawe fiat Y have seid now here, Y wole revoken it mekeli, 
but wele Y marke |>at ])is gospel sei|i }iat God jaf sich power 
to men, but fiis gospel seiji not Jiat God jaf/zi power to men. 



fE TWEN'Tlt'E SONDAV GOSPEL AFTIR TKINITE. 

[SERMON XX.] 

Loquebatur Jesus cum discipulis.—'^lA.Ti, ssii, [i.] 
pis gospel telli)> in a parable what men shulde trowe of fis 
■ Chirche fro hennes to fe dai of dome, as it is touchid sum- 
I what bifore. 

I Jesus spake wip hise disctplis in parahlis and stide Pus. ^e 
j rmime of hevme is maadliche unto a manfiai is a kyng,pat made 
wedding to his sone ; and senie his servauntis to depe pes men pat 
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weren beden lo pe brydak ; and, for pei vuoldtn not come, he sente 
optr servauntis and seide, Seie y to men pal hen beden, Lo V have 
made reify my mete, my boles and my volatih ' » ben Mid, and al 
tpir pingis ben redy ; come y fasie to Pe feste. Bui Pei dispisiden 
his biddings, and sum wente into his toun, and sum into his chaf' 
farynge, and token pis kyngis servaunits, and punishiden wip 
conteke'^ and kUliden hem. And pe kyng, whan he sig> pis, 
wroop, and senle his osiis, and loste pes mamleeris, and brente hir 
citee; and seide pan to his servauntis. Metis of Pis bridate ben 
redy, but men clepid were net worthi; per/ore go y to eendis of 
weies, and whomever y finde clepe ye to pe mete. And pes 
vauntis wenien out, and gedriden men al pat pei founden bope good 
and yvel, and pe hrtdale was frdfilUd wip men sittinge at pe mete; 
al jif Jjei weren not alle ful served, p^ Kyng cam in to se his 
gislis, and saw Pere oon wipoule bride clopis, and seide to him, 
Frend, how entredisi pou hider wipouten bridecloptsP and he was 
doumbe. And pan pe lord bade hise servauntis to bynde him h(^ 
hondis and fete, and sende him into utter derknesse, pere shal be 
wepyng and gnaslige of teep. For mai^ ben clepid and f ewe ben 
chosen, pe kyndom of hevene is f>e Chirche, fat takifi name 
of ]« Heed, as |)e gospel speki]) comounly ; and so ])is rewme 
is liche a kyng ; )iat is [le Fadir in Trinite ; and [lis kynge made 
a mariage to Crist Jiat is his sone, and to {>is Chirche |>at is his 
spouse, and to damyselis Jierof. For, as Salomon seij), foure 
degrees ben in }iis Chirche; sum ben quenes, sum ben lem- 
mannes, and sum damyselis ; but oone is spouse fiat conteyneji 
alle f>es Jiree, and |fat is al holi Chirche. And {>us {>efe ben 
many chirches, and a newe chirche wi)) Crist; jhe al f>e chirche 
of men and aungels is newid bi ]>e Incarnacioun. — pe servantis 
of (lis spouse bidden men to Jie feste, whan (>ei moven men to 
come to blisse bi }>er just lyfe ; and })es servantis weren pro- 
phetis and apostolis of Goddis two lawes; but (lei weren clepid 
specialy whan Cristis hir|>e was shewid hem, for as it was seid 
bifore, ]>an alle pingis weren made redi ; and many men in bojie 

onlehe, C ; this is unques- 
■' Tlial is poultry, Fr. voiailli. 
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]>es tymes wolden not come )ius to Jiis feste. After }ies servantis 
he sent ojiir, as men )>at iiexte sueden Jie apostlis; and bolis 
and volatils weren slayn, and mete was redy to |)is feste. pe 
boles bitokenen f>e oide fadris, as patriarkes and David, for Jiei 
diden bataillis of God, and turneden his enemyes wij) her 
homes, and jit ]<ei kepten fu! hisili |)e grefe mandementis of 
God. pe volatils Jiat serven seyiitis at J>e secounde cours 
of jiis feste ben seintis of {le newe lawe J>at wij) )«s mande- 
mentis kepten Cristis conseilis ; and jit men forsoken to 
come notwi)>stondjnge sample of yes seintis. And sum wenten 
aftir lordship of Jiis worlde, and sum after chaffare of ]>is 
worldely richesse; but sum slowen Cristis servauntis, as em- 
perours of Rome and preestis. pe king of hem was wrooji 
herfore, and sente his oostis out to Jerusalem and slow yes 
sleeris of Crist, and brent ])er citee, as Josephns tellijt. And 
[lis dede done in Jerusalem [?e two and fourty jeer after ]>e deej) 
of Crist bitokenef) Jie vengeaunce of God for sleing of Cristis 
membris. And Jjus men Jiat stoonden bihynde, boJ;e in ]»e 
olde lawe and in |ie newe, weren unwor]>i to fiUe (le nombre 
jiat God ordeynede to be saved. And now in Jjes iaste daies 
God bade hise servantis clepen men bojie good and yvel in to 
)« Chirche }tat weren out of )« rijt weye, and wenten bi weyes 
of errours Jiat weren hard for to wende ; and so as Petir in his 
first fishinge toke two manere of fishes,- sum dwelliden in \>e 
nette, and sum borsten ))e nette and wenten awey ; so here in 
)iis Chirche ben sum ordeyned to blisse and sum to peyne, al 
if ))ei lyven justly for a tyme. And so men seien comounly ]>at 
jiere ben here two manere of chirches, holy Chirche or Chirche 
of God, |jat on no manere may be dampned, and j'e chirche 
of )je fend, J>at for a time is good, and lasti)) not ; and jiis was 
nevere holy Chirche, ne part t«rof. 

But }« king aftir jiis feste came in at )>e dai of dome, for God 
shewij> him Jiantie to alle, for he knowiji a!le mennes lyf ; and 
fies Jiat wolden not Iaste in grace weren not c!o]>id in bride 
clojfis; and alle J>es ben o man |>at hadde noo witt to answere 
God. But, for Jiis man wiji parts of him profitide to Cristis 
Chirche, and was of Jie same kynde wiJi Crist, Crist clepij- him 
frend, as he dide Judas; but aile Jies men can not answere how 
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J«i entren in to \e Chirche, for it was told hem opynli ])at jiei 
ben traitours but if [lei lasten, and ben more worjii to be 
dampned Jian men J>at nevere entriden jras. And so al siche 
men token peyne bi just jugement of God, })at Jier wiliis shulden 
be bounden and ))er profitable werkes, and shulden be cast i 
helle, where men shulden wepe and gnaste wiji teeji; wepjnge 
shal be sensible sorowe, and gnastynge shal be wantinge of 
blisse. Wherfore men shal moost grutche, siji Jiei myjt lijtly 
have come to blisse, and aftir [lis fiei shal have noo wille neijier 
to desire ne to wirclie wel, and )ms many men ben clepid, but 
few ben chosen to blisse. 



f>E OON AKD TWENTIEV SONDAl GOSPEL Pi 



[SERMON XXL] 



-J H. iv. [46.] 
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\ }m G like wa. 

•h urn p t h dde a sone ful syke of pe 
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ufh as point of deep. And Crist 

n nd h b 1 ^e hileven not in Jesus 

d und {1 man bilevede not in [le 

f h h di h hulde have trowide bat 



C mj^h sa>dl jfh hadde not bodily come 

t]j yk dt hdhn bt]>is kyng had more herte 

of hel])e of his sone f>an he hadde to be hejid of untreu[.e Jrat 
he was inne, and jierfore he tolde not herby but aside efl Crist 
to hele his sone. And in |)is forme of wordis' in which he 
shewide his untreu|)e, Lord, he seide, come doun hifore pat my 
sone die. But Jesus, as wise lord and merciful, heelide his sone 

' viarmti, B ; luardh, C and E, 
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in siche manere jiat he iny5te wite Jat he was bo{« God and 
man; Go, he seide, pi sone lyvep. And Jierwiji Crist tau5te his 
soule bo(ie of his manhede and godhede, and ellis hadde not 
])is king trowid; but |?is gospel self) }iat he trowid, and al his 
hous; and upon [>is treu})e he wmte komward and me/k his men 
upon pe wey, pat toldm him Pat his soni shulde lyve, for he is 
coverid of his yvel. And he axide whan his sone ferde beter, and 
pei seiden,P>at ysiirdaipe sevenpe houre pe feveres forsake pe child. 
And pe fadir kneive bi his mynde/a/ it was pe same houre pal 
Crisl seide, pi' sone lyveP, and herfore bilevede he and al his hous 
in Jesus Crist. And })effore Jesus seide so{>, ]>at he and men 
liche to him trowen not but if Jiei se bo|>e signes and woundris ; 
it was a signe of ])e sike child J>at he dide werkes of an hool 
man", but it was a greet woundir jiat bi virtue of )>e word of 
Crist a man so ferre shulde ben hool, for so Crist shewide |jat 
he is virtue of Godhede, |)at is everywhere ; and |>is virtue mut 
be God, Jat dide |ius j)is myracle. 

pis stori seij. us \\% secounde witt jiat God jyveji to holy 
writt, fiat [)is litil kyng bitokenej) a mannis witt bi synne slyden 
fro God, j>at is but a litil king in regard of his maker; and his 
sone was syke on |ie feveris, as weren jjes he|>ene foike and Jier 
affecciouns |fat comen of }ier soulis; but \€\ hadden a kyndli 
wille to wite \^ treulw and stonde jiereinne. pis kyng cam fro 
Caphaniaum, ])at is, a feld of fatnesse''; for man fattid and 
alardid' wendi]) awey fro God. pis mannis witt, whanne he 
herde Jiat Jesus cam to hejien men, and Jiat bitokenej' Galilee, 
jiat is, transmigracioun=, mette wiji Jesus in pleyn weie, and lefte 
his hefiene possessionn, and preide God to heele his folke Jiat 
weren syke bi goostly fevere. But Crist sharpide Jies mennis 
bileve, for fei)) is first nedeful to men, but undirstonding of man 
preide Crist come doun bi grace bifore mannis affeccioun die 

' alargid in B and C; but A probably preserves the true reading; 
largid, E. 

• The meaning seems lo be, 'It '' Capharnaum, i.i, Kaphar-na- 

was a sign that the sick child should oum, means ' hamlet of Nahum.' 

be healed at all ; it was a iranrfw (Bib. Diet.) 

that he shuuld be healed though a " See p. 30, now. 
great distance off.' 
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aboute erjiely goodis. But, for men trowideii jie godhede of 
Crist, Jiei weren hool of ]iis fevere, whan |)ei forsoken |)is world 
and putte jier hope in hevenly goodis. pes servauntis ben low 
virtues of Jie soule, which, worching ioyfulli, tellen inannis witt 
and his wille ))at ])is sone is hool of fevere. pis fevere bito- 
keneji shakyng of man hi unkyndli distempoure of abundaunce 
of worldely goodis, fat ben unstable as fie water ; and herfore 
Eei|f Seint Jame )iat he )iat doutif) in bileve is lyke to a flood 
of |>e see |>at wi|> wynde is born aboute.— J'at Jies servauntis 
tolden Jiis king jiat in jie sevenjie houre fevere forsoke ]iis childe, 
bitokene]) a greet witt, as Robert of Lincoln shew!]). First it 
bitokene]) jiat Jiis fevere goijj awey fro mannis kynde bi si 
jifles of Jie Holy Goost, Jiat ben undirstonden bi Jies houres. 
And Jiis clerk dividiji Jie dai in two halves bi sixe houres, 
Jiat al Jie daie bitokeneJ> lijt of grace J'at J>at man is inne. pe 
lirste sixe houres bitokenen joy Jiat man haji of worldely Jiing, 
and Jiis is bifore spiritual Joy, as utter man is bifore spiritual. 
But in Jie firste houre of Jie secounde halve leveji gostly fever 
man, for who so evere have worldely joie, jif he have grace on 
sum manere, jit he trembliji in sum fevere aboute goodis of J>e 
world; but anoon in J>e sevenjie hour, Jiat is Jie firste of Jie 
secounde halfe, whan wille of worldely jiingis is lefte, and spi- 
ritual Jiingis begynen to be loved, Jan Jiis shakynge passiji fro 
man, and goostU heljie comeji to jie spirit. And so shadewis 
of lijt of sunne fro Jie sevenjie houre in to Jie nijt ever wexen 
more and more, and fat bitokeneji goostli, Jiat vanite of Jiis 
world semeji ay more to mannis spirit til he come to Jie ende 
of Jiis lyf to lyf Jiat ay shal laste. And so Jiis man trowiji in 
God, bofi wiji undirstonding and wUle, wij> al Jie maynfe of his 
hous, whan al his wittis and alle his strengjiis ben obeshinge 
to resoun, whan Jiis fever is fius passid. Of fiis undirstondinge 
men may take moral witt how men shal lyve, and large Jie 
mater as hem likeji. 
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^E TWO AND TWENTI>E SONDAI GOSPEL AFTIR TkiNITE. 

[SERMON XXII.] 

Simile est regnum caelorum homini. — Mat. xviii. [23.J 

pis gospel telliji bi a parable how bi rijt jugement of God 
men shulden be merciful. — \>e kyngdom of hevene, seip Crist, is 
lyke to an erpeli kyng pat wolde ryken wij> hise servauntis. And 
whanne he hadde Mgun to rekoun, oon was offrid unto him pat 
owid him ten thousand besantis, and whan he hadde not to_paye of, 
pe lord bad he shulde he soold, his wyf and his children and al pat 
he hadde, and pat pat he ore^ pe lord skulde be algatis paid, ^is 
servant fell doun and praiede pe lord and seide. Have pacience in 
me, and V shal quyte pee al. pe lord hadde mercy on him, and 
foryif kim al his dette. pis servantwent out and found oon of hise 
dettours,pat ou^t him an hundred pens ; and take him and stranglide 
him, and bade himpaie his dette. Andpis servant felle doun and 
praiede him of pacience, and he shulde bi tyme ylde him al Pal 
he ou^te him. But pis man wolde not, but wente out and putte him 
in prisoun, tH he hadde paiedpe dette pat he ou^te him. And opir 
servauntis of Pis man, whan peiseyenpis dede, mournedenful myche, 
andtolden al pis to pe lord. And pe lord clepid him, and seide unto 
him, Wickide servant, al pt dette ¥foryxfpe,forpoupreiedist me; 
ne bikovedpee not to have mercy on pi servant, as F hadde mercy 
on pee ? And pe lord was wrop, and ^afhim to turmenlmrs, til he 
hadde paied al pe dette pat he ou\te him. On pis manere, seip 
Crist, shal my Fadir of hevene do toyou, but yfyefor^yve, ech on 
to his bropir, of^ourfree herte J)e trespas )iat he ha]) done him. 

pe kyngdom of hevene is holy Chirche, of men, [lat now 
traveilen here ; and jiis Chirche bi his heed is lyke to a man 
kyng, for Crist, heed of Jiis Chirche, is bolie God and man. pis 
kyng wolde ryken wiji his servantis, for Crist ha]» wille wijiouten 
ende to rykene wiJi men at jire tymes. First, Crist rykene|i wij) 
men whan he techi|) hem bi resoun how myche }>ei han hadde 
of him, and hou myche |iei o wen him ; jie secoundc tyme Crist 
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!)ki.nej \\i\ men whan m Jil houri, of nnnnia dee] he telhfi 
hem It what pomt Jies men ihil eier jusili stonde |)e |>ndde 
rekenyng i'^ geneiil Jiat shil be it |>e daie of dome whin [iis 
jugement gtneiili shil be opmh done m dede As anent s fe 
fint rcken)nge Cust rekene)> wi|> nche men of 'pis uorlde ind 
shewif> hem how mjche )iei owen him and shewi) bi njt 
wisncsse of his lawe how Jiei and Jieires shulden be sold ind 
so make aste])'' bi pe\ne of l>ingib Jj-it )iei perfourmeden not 
in dede But man) sich mtn for -i t\me have conpuncioun in 
herte and preien God of his grace to haie pacience in hem 
and 'fe\ shal in Jji's l)f ser\e to Crist trtuly And so Crist for 
}e\ej) hem upon |jis condicioun But [lei uenden cut \n \ suen 
not Crist Jer lord in mercy but oppressen Jier ser\nmtis [lat 
owen ]jem but a htiJ dette in I putten hem in prisoun and 
J-enkcn not on Gold s mercv and oj-ii strvant a of God boj)'- 
in }iis lyf and in Jie to]> r tclkn to God Jus ftlnes and preien 
him of venjance No doute God is wrooj) at \f\& and at two 
rekenjngis wiji man he resounefi |)i& cruel man and jugi|> him 
justli to pejne 

And Jierefore Crist biidiji bi Luk al men to be merciful fnr 
Jier Fadir of he\en Jnt '.hil juge hem is mercjful Bui we 'ihul 
und rstonde bi |)is ]i\t )>is mein Jiat Crist a\i{i is nojimg ijen 
resoun and so bi |is just mercj men shulen sum tyme for3)ve 
and sum tymc shulden ]>« punishe but e\er bi resoun of men.) 
pL resoun of mercj stondiji m )is fat men mvjtcn dn crueh 
J)ei donejustlj for Goddis sikc to amcndement of mui vnd 
men maj mercyfuUv reprove men and juuishe hem and take 
of hem |>ere just dettis for beti-rjnge of fiese dettours On |)is 
manere do)i Grd [iit is ful of merL\ and seijj Jiat he repro^efi 
and chastisi)! htb wintoun childien }>at he Io\e];, and |>us Crist 
repro\ede Phirisi.es and pumshide preestis wijf o ir peple an 1 
punishiji mercifuUi alle dampned men in helle, for it stondijj not 
wijj his rijt Jial he punishe but mercifulli. God 3yve)i goodis of 
kynde bi grace to Jies men Jiat he dampneji, and if he punishide 
hem more, jit he medli)> mercy. But here men shulden be ware 
t)at al [le goodis ^aX. Jiei han ben goodis of her God, and [lei 
nakide servantis of God; and [lus shulden |jei warly flee to take 

" By suiVeriiig pain, make ariK-iuls fot ticglcctcd duilcs. 
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]>ere owen venjance, but venge injurie of God, and entendeii 
amendement. pus Crist, niekist of all, suffride his owne injurie 
in two^ temptaciouns of {>e fend, but in ]ie [)ridde he saide, Go, 
Sajian, and rcprovede him sharpli bi autorite of God. — pus 
Moises, myldest man of alle, killide many Jiousand of his folk, 
for >ei worshipiden a calfe, as jiei shulden worshipe God. And 
])us in oure werkes of mercy lie]) myche discrecioun, for ofte 
tymes oure mercy axiji to venge and to punishe men, and ellis 
justises of mannis kwe shulden nevere punishe men to J)e deeji, 
but ofte tymes "pei done amys, and jiei witen not whan |!ei done 
wele, and so religioun of preestis shulde leve sich jugementis. 



Pe |ibk and twenti1>e Sonrai Gospel. 

[SERMON XXIII.] 

Abeuntes Phariseei. — Matt. xxii. [15,] 

pE storye of jiis gospel tellij) how fe Phariseeis casten to 
disseyve Crist bi wordis of ypocrisie. And so pe Phariseeis 
wending • out fro ])e weye of treu]7e, maden a consetl bi hem silfe 
to t k J sus in sp he and first Jiei spaken fagynge wordis, as 
ypocn s doe but 3 t pe senien her disciplis, and comen not 
hems If lest \t we en con ictid bi wisdom of Crist, ^ei senU 
to C i wo pupl s Jew s and Erodians, to witnesse ajen him 
wl -it e er he had ie se de, or ajen \& Jewis, or ajen |)e 
emperoure. Maister,Pei seiden, we witen wel pal pou art sad 
trewe, and Pe weie Pal ledip to God pou techist in treupe, (and pou 
takist noon heede of man, but booldli kchist pe soPe^forpou reckisl 
of no man but puttist God bifore. And aftir \€\ axiden t)is 
questioun of Crist, fat he shulde telle l>at him J)0Ujt, and not 
bi ojier mennis witt, where it where leveful to ^yve laliage to pe 
empermr. Hem Jwu^te Jiat Crist shulde nedis seie jhe or nay ; 
jif he seide ^he, he spake ajen ^^ Jewis, for )jei calengiden of 
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f«r fadirys to be suget to no man ; and jif he seide nay, he 
were ajens ])e emperoure, and so on ech side hem fioujte ^aX 
Criste was take. But Crist shewide first |je purpos of l>es 
ypocritis. Whan Jesus knewe ]>e wickidnesse of )ies fals men, 
he clepide hem ypocritis, and oxide whereto pei templiden him. 
And efte Crist toke a meene weye, ano])ir fian Jiei fioujten on; 
Skews y me, seide Crist, pe mon^e of pe tallage ; and pei shew- 
iden him a petty. And Crist axide over, whos ymage is pis, 
and wkos writing ahover' And pei seiden, it was pe emperours. 
And Crist jaf hem }iis answere, general and sutil, ^yve ye 
to pe emperoure pat is his, and to God pat is His. Bi which 
word it semejj )iat Crist approvede }>e emperour and subiec- 
cion to him in J>at ])at he maki)) Goddis pees; and ser\'ise 
propre to God shulde be kepte to Him ; and so Cristis wordis 
niyjte no man disprove. 

Here men may touche |je malice of ypocrisie, for )»ere is no 
wers synne, ne more general, ne more venymous; for it is more 
yvel )jat it ])us contrarieji to treu|)e, si|i an ypocrite feynej) him 
holy, and he is a fals fend. And herfore reprovede Crist ypocrisy 
of ordris, for he wiste wel fat Jiei shulden after do more harm in 
{le world. Ffirst sich ypocritis lyen on hemsilfe, and seien |)ei 
done for holynesse what evere J'at |>ei done, and so ^e\ venymen 
first hem silf, and afterward ojier men. And it is more general 
jian many oliir synnes, for ech state of men is blemyshid wij) J>is 
synne, but first and moost, religions and clerkes, for |iere is no 
spedy cause whi jiei usen siche habitis but to devyde hem in 
holynesse fro ]« common peple, si]> as medeful werkes my5ten 
{lei done in seculer habitis, and more privily, as Crist biddiji us 
be holy. And herfore Crist biddiji to be war wi|> sour dow of 
Phariseis, siji Jwre is no resoun to ypocrisy but to shewe menys 
synne^, and to disseyve on ech side bo|) J>e ypocritis hem silfe 
and ojiir men fat dwellen wiji hem. And so her religioun serve) 
to crye Jiat )>ei ben holy, and to make dyvysioim bitwixe hem and 
o|)er men. And si|) liknes is cause of love amonge men, sich dyvy- 
sioun is cause of envye and hate. Goddis lawe and kynde 
techijf Jiat ech beest lovef> beest like to him, and so experience 
techijt ];at oon ordre lovefi his bro|>ir more }ian a strange man 
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ajen Jie reule of charite. And sicti gedring of lumpis bi sensible 
signes ha]j not autorile of Crist but ra|)er repreving. For upon 
Good Friday Crist ordeynede him to be clojiid Jiries ajens sich 
weddinge wiji clo|>is of colour and shap ; and as Crist seiji in 
reprof of siche sectis, Kynrede of hordom sekij) siche signes; 
alle fe dedes Jiat Jiei done sownen to ypocrisie, and ajens no 
men spake Crist sharplier. 

And aljif freris seien ];at ))ei beggen for charite, whan Jiei have 
prechid for siche begg}"ng, and jtat Crist beggid so, and bad hem 
begge |ius, ne^ieles al }tis speche is poudrid wi]i gabbinge, and, as 
ypocritis done, Jiei seken lier owen avantage and not ]<c worship 
of Crist, ne to profile of his Chirche. For if |>ei diden, Jiei wolden 
sue Cristis reule, and leve chargyng of \>e puple bojie in noumbre 
and begging, and leve her heye housis [lat Jiei propren unto hem, 
si]f Crist hadde no propre hous to reste in his heed. And as 
Macometis lawe takifi myche of Cristis lawe, and meddlil) o|)ir 
lawis, and Jiere comefi in venym, so doi|> Anticrist in fies newe 
sectis ; and as |)ei bringen in brejieren bi falshede of lesyngis, so 
ben |er ordris groundid in falshede in ech side. And siche men 
mote needis disturble holy Chirche; and }ms seculer clerkes ben 
ful of ypocrisie, bo)i popis and bishopis and clerkes under hem. 
Crist forfendide to putte miraclis \is.t he had done to ]ie manhede 
of him for errour in bileve ; but )ie fend dredijt not to feyne 
absoluciouns and indulgencis wi)i ojjir jiftis, Jiat God grantide 
nevere, to spuyle men of her money, and not for soule hele ; 
for Jian wolden \^i jyve freely (>es jiftis, as Crist jaf himsilf and 
bad o))irs do. And Jtus lower clerkes traveilen bi water and bi 
londe for to have benefices and propre possessions, more Jan 
Jiei done for heljie of mannis soulis ; and how ever Jiei speken, 
J>ei lyven al in ypocrisie ; and J)us whan men fijten, pleden, or 
chiden, charite is not Jiere ende, but pride and propre havynge. 
And Jius it is of seculers jiat ben weddid men; and so charite 
of men is blyndid bi ypocrisie, so Jiat no synne of Jiis world 
lettij' now more charite ; and so ypocrisie is more general 
synne, and more pryvy sin to begtie men, and werst to dis- 
Iroien J>e comoun peple, and a! J>is figureden Pharisees a;ens 
Jesus Crist, 
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E SONDAl AFTIR TrINITE. 



[SERMON XXIV.] 



Loquenie Ji,m ad iurbas, 



-Matt. ix. [18.] 



pis gospel telli|> of |)e firste dede bodi )iat Crist reiside to 
lyf, and how Cnst helide a womman as he wente )iidir. pe 
stone telli|> |>at, as Crist spake to pe /oik, a prince came to hint 
and worshiptde him wip konoure, and seide to htm, Sire my doubter 
is now deed, hut come andputkpi hond on hir and she shal lyve, 
bi vertue of ]>e. We shaJ undirstonde jiat in tyme of Crist weren 
princes of preests, as princis of knyjtis, as Nichodeme was a 
prince, and bishopis of Jerusalem weren clepid princes of preestis, 
and )»is man here, )iat was keper of a synagoge, as now ben 
persones ; and Jies men hadden comounly wyves and children, as 
preestis han wers now, for ]>ei ban out of wedloke. And /esas 
roos up, and suede pis prince, and his disciplis, for he was redi to 
do good, and as he wente, a syke womman hy fiix of blood pat 
lastide xii wynter came bihynde Jesus and seide to hir silf, IfY 
louche pe hemn o/pe cole 0/ Jesus, y shal be safe for holynes of htm. 
And Jestts turnede agen, and lokide on hir, and say htr bileve, and 
saidePus to hir, Affiepe, dou'^ier, pi bileve hap made pee saif. And 
Pe womman was saved from pe same hour, pe gospel of Mattheu 
tellif) ferjjer, hou Crist came tope hous of pis prince pat pe wenche 
ti^ deed inne ; and whan Crist say mynysiralis, and folk makinge 
nois, he badde hem go penne,for pe wenche is not dede but slepip. 
And pel scorneden Crist, for Jiei wenden f>at he had errid. And 
whan Pe folk was cast out, Crist wente in tope hous, and take pe 
hond of pe wenche, and saide, Wenche, tys up. And pe wenche 
roos, and dide werkes of lyf. 

It is seid bifore* how pis firste bodi Jiat Crist reiside from deji 
to life bitokene]) siche men Jiat ben goostly deed, for ful concense 
to synne; but )iei do not jie dede wi)iout; and ]>at is bitokned 
[lat jie wenche was in >e hous jit. pis prince is mannis ])Oujt, 
Jiat kyndly haj) sorewe J)at fie spirit of it is Jms fillid wi]j synne ; 

' So ill B ; A has priacipes. 
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and J>us it preieji to God fat Jiis doujter be quykened. And 
whan Crist entriji to }>e soule of Jiis maiden and move]) wi)i his 
worchinge hond jie spirit of it, |ian it risefi to lyf and worchij) by 
grace. And here men noten, how a hgginge man, jiat shulde 
be areisid np, shulde bede his hond and )ie reiser shulde take it, 
and so bi strengjie of hem bojie shulde J)e man rise. Ech man 
in synne lij>^ at )5e er)ie, and God helpi)i many men to rise up to 
grace, and if jiei wirchen wif> God to ])is werke of lyfe, God wole 
make hem stonde, and comfort hem to wirche. pis woman Jiat 
was heelid.'as Crist wente to J>is hous, of f>e flix of blood |;at 
she hadde twelve jeere, is every persone of man combrid wi[) 
synne, where it be symple persone or gedrid of many; and (>es 
twelve jere bitokenen double age of two kyndis of man bi which 
he dwelliji in synne. But man may spende al |iat he haj> aboute 
ojiir fisicians^ and gete him absoludons, she after jie dale of 
dome, and many indulgensis, vi\\ lettris of fraternite, J>at biho- 
tijj' him to come to hevene, as soone as he is deed, and jit mai 
j>e flixe of blood rennen wi)i al ^ls, and he may be depper in synne 
wiji al jjes dispensis. And herefore mekenesse of Crist is a special 
medicine, J>at a man jienke hou he is in )ie last place beden of 
Crist to soupe wi]) him in hevene. And Jius [lis clol>ing of Crist 
ben seintis }iat he clojiid, and [le last of })is clojiing is jie last 
place ]>at men shulden repute hem inne bi mekenesse of herte, 
and doing awey )>es presumpciouns comen ])ei Jms bihinden, 
and Crist bi siche mekenesse ^yveth hem grace to leve synne, 
and jiis is beter )jan medecynes Jiat fesicians sellen. And siche 
men ben confortid bi wordis of Crist, for Crist helij> noone 
bodily but jif he hele hem of synne, and |ms ech storye of 
myraciis of Crist mai be moralisid to a good witt, ne is it no 
perel to varie in siche wittis, so Jiat men varien not fro ]>e 
treu})e, ne fro good lore, for Jie Holy Goost, autor of [les wordis, 
ordeynet) men to have al sich wittis, and he ordeyne)) t>is tixt 
to move hem herto. Hou shulde sich sense be error in man f 
But siche wordis axen good jugement, for many heretikis seyen 
\sX )«i han witt of God, and jit it mai be oon of fie fendis 
heresies. 

Here men douten comonly whan men synnen dcdely 

' Hi}, B. ' So »\ R ; fecichiani.. A ; /tficianei, C. » belen. B ; bibclen. V. 
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wi|iinne in jier soule, and done noon yvel dedes wijiouten in 
Jier bodi Jiat anoien men. And men moven over how resoun 
mai assente to ony synne of man, si)i ech synne is ajens 
resoun ; and jit sum men seien |>at it is alon resoun and 
mannis spirit; and so jif mannis spirit assente, resoun as- 
sent!]); for mannis spirit hal> al vertues in man hong-inge on 
him, and it mut nedelingis' do what ony of [«s vertues doi]). 
Here we shukn conseyve ()at it is not nedeful here to wite 
which is dedely synne, and wite which is venial, but ech synne 
shulde a man flee, lest it be dedli to him. But cierkis seyen 
comounly )>at man hafi two wittis, oon hongiji on his bodi and 
ha)> many partis ; ano))ir is aboven his bodi, jiat dwelli)) wiji his 
spirit, whan |)e spirit and Jie bodi ben departed atwynne, and 
(lis vertue in a man is sum tyme clepid resoun. And so, as in 
)>e first synne Eve temptide Adam, and Adam synnede not 
bifore he hadde assentid, so in ech synne in an hoo! man Jie 
flesh tempti)i Jie spirit, and it syrme^ not bifore it have assentid'^ 
to lustis of Jie flesh. And so power of [>e spirit, )iat sum men 
clepen resoun, assentiji ajen resoun to fleishli likingis, and so 
])e spirit is nedid to consente Jius, but it is not constreyned, si)i 
it assentiji freeli. And bi fis may we se hou argumentis gone 
awei bi equivocacion of wordis Jiat men speken, as a man haji 
many wittis bojie fleishli and spiritualy, and so many maneres 
he assenti|> to a |iinge. But sum foolis \tt ben jiat seien fat 
a man haf> no vertue of soule, but jif it be ])e same soule, and 
]jis errour bringif> in ofir, and ])us resoun of man is sum tyme 
clepid treujie Jiat God causij- wifiouten ende, jif a man die, and 
sum tyme vertue of man fiat goiji wifi }ie soule is clepid resoun 
of man to anof>ir witt. Bi f's may men see sumwhat, how 
}iei shulden answere to fe doutes jiat ben maad, and to ojier 
also, for we shulde bileve jiat men may be dampned for synne 
in her soule, jif Jiei worche not outward, for oryginal sin and 
actual^ also, and )>us mai men be saved for fioujtis in jier hertis, 
al jif fiei done not outward meritory werkes; and fius mai men 
done harm to ojiers bi Jioujtis of herte, and profite also to hem, 
jif Jiei ben ferre from hem, and si)i spiritual harmynge or profite 
is myche more bodili profite. 

'nerfrii.B: mdtly.C. 'SoinB; Ahasnjiej«i)>. 'Soin BandC; ncraoi, A, 
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JJE FYVE AND TWENTI|> SONDAl GOSPEL AFTIR TbiNITE. 

[SERMON XXV.] 

Cvm suikvassei oculos Jesus.— ]o\i. vi. [5.] 
pis gospel tellif) a myracle how Crist fedde J>e folk ; and ]fis 
miracle techi]) men bo))e good feiji and vertues. It is seid 
bifore" how Crist fedde Jie folk |>us twyes, and of jie secounde 
fedynge it Is seid bifore, and of jie first fedynge shulde we 
speke now. pe gospel seiji |>vis, |>at )iis miracle was don whanne 
Jesus hadde cast up his eyen and sei-^ pat myche folk was comen to 
hint, to here Goddis word, he satde to Philip, Whereof Jiei shulden 
biggs breed for to fede pis folk, for he wiste fat J«i hungriden. 
pij seide Crist to Philip for to iempte him, for he wiste ful wel 
what he hadde to da. And Philip seide to Crist, Jmt loves of two 
hundrid pens ne sufficiden not to hem, so pal ech on myjte take 
a litil what of breed. But an(pir disciple, Andrew, Petris brt^ir, 
seide, per was a child pat pere hadde f/ve harly loves, and per io 
two Jishis, but what wolden pes be amonge so mycke folic. And 
Jesus bade his aposllis to make pe men sitie doun to mete, for pere 
was much hay, jiat \€\ mygte sitte on, and pe men weren sette as 
it were fyve pousand. A nd Jesus tooke pan pes loves, and whan 
he hadde panked God, he delide hem to pe siltinge men, and also 
of pe Jishis as myche as pei wolden. And whan pei weren fillid, 
Crist seide to his dt'sciplis, gedre y Pe relifPat lefte, pat it perishe 
not. And pei gedriden and filden twelve co^nes^ of relif of fyve 
iarly loves, Pat weren lefte of pis folke Pat eten. And pes men, 
whan pei hadden seen pe signe if pis myracle, saiden among hem- 
silfe, pat pis is a verrey prophete, Pat is come in to pis world, as 
prophetis bifore hadden told. We shal suppose of Jiis myracle 
fat it is dyverse fro )>e tofir ; for ellis Mark wolde not have told 
]tes myraclis so dyversly and in diverse places, for })at oon hadde 

■ See Sermon VII. j'h loco) simply Englishes the Ko^i- 

^ In this word, by which Wycllf fout of the original, we seem to have 
(as welt as both Wycliffit? versions the source of the word • coffin.' 
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)ien be fals, and it hadde be superflue to Jius have told J)is 
tale ; and herfor we shal suppose {lat J>es weren two myraclis 
(lat weren do in |)is maners as |>e gospel telliji. And we shal 
suppose over |)at as Crist quykid jire men for a notable cause, 
who so koud* undirstonde it, so he made pes two festis, for a 
certeyn resoun. And it is seid comounly })at as jie noumbre 
of two is )ie first |iat corae[) from oonhede of noumbris, so })e 
two feestis bitokenen )iat men for ])er synne ben fallen in fis 
nede to be fedde Jius. For, if man hadde stonde in jie staat of 
innocence, he shuldc have had no nede to be fedde j)us, for 
man shulde have feelid no peyne bifore j)at he hadde synned, 
and so he shulde not have hungrid for defaute of mete. But, 
for he wente first bi synne from oonhede of God, jierfore he 
felde |>us twyes in peyne for his synne. And God telliJi suche 
treujies on diverse maneres, now for o cause, and now for an- 
o|>ir; and |>us bi |>is resoun curatis of puplis, jif |iei ben hooli 
in bodi, ben pore feble men. pei ben pore men, jif jiei kepen 
her ordre, for |)ei shulden sue Crisf in poverte, nerrer Jian o])ir 
comounes, and [lei ben feble, for Jiei have nede of susCenaunce 
Jiat ])ei shulde not have hadde in state of innocence; and |>ei 
mai not, as Crist, have mete where jiei wolden; and |>us for 
poverte and febilnes jiei taken almes of comounes. pes fyve 
loves ben fyve bokes of Moises, ])at ben bo)je streite and sharpe, 
as seint Petir sei]), pes two fishis ben two bokes, of Wisdom 
and of prophefis, pat ben soneP to jies loves. And |>is o child, 
|)at ha]) al \s mete, is Jte child born to us, )iat Ysay spekijj of. 
pis child makijt his puple sitte don in mekenesse, jienkinge ))at 
)iei ben hey whos floure faUi|f, but }ie goostly food is proposid 
of Crist for to be tokned bi bodily foode. And fyve jiousend of 

n 1 Jio in which Goddis grace was 

n ken hem, and be fed wiji Goddis 

J n n come to hevene blis. And jius 

d b p de of synne, shal bi mekenesse 
J un hevene. For as lownesse of |)e 
nd Jie ]«, is (le most lownesse }>at God 

n Cn t is }>e mooste Jat mai be, and 

tidi, B. ' sovvil, B i imiU, C. 
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in Jiis mekenesse mut a man grounde his toure, gif it shai teyne 
to hevene, for }pe toure of )>e gospel Jiat man shulde wille to 
rere is undirstonde comounly heynesse of vertues, of wliich 
vertues mekenes is ground, and charite ))e heyeste parte, |)at 
teyne]> unto hevene. After )iis mete weren gedrid twelve cof- 
fynes, fibr holy doctours after ])es maters weren more sutil in 
witt of holy writt Jian aftirward ben doctours in witt of Goddis 
lawe. For sif, men stonden in sophymes and crafte of worldely 
wynnynge, and lore of foure doctours is myche letd asleepe, 
najieles |>is relif shulde fede folk now, for nei|)er )>is hool mete 
ne relif ])erof may rote or perishe, si)i it is treujie of God. And 
so al )ies twelve coffynes ben alle Jie mo' sentencis ]iat first 
weren gedrid of wilt of holy write, but }« sevene lepis Jiat weren 
gedrid after weren fewere goode sentences fiat weren take of 
Goddis lawe. And jiis myracle of multipliynge of Goddis lawe 
bi so fewe prechours among so fele folk was more myracle 
|)an bodili woundris, and [lerfore holy men turneden to God, 
glorifien him, and holden hym Jier kyng;. 
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JlE FIRSTE SONIlAI GOSPEL IN ADVENT. 

[SERMON XXVI.] 

Cum appropinquassei Jesus Jerosolumis. — Matt. xkI. [i.] 
pis Gospel telli)) of the secounde advent of Crist and it is 
noo drede it techij) us vertues, si|i alle J-e dedes of Crist tellen 
men how \€\ shulden do. pe story telli)) how fesus cam to his 
passimn unio Jerusalem, to teche jiat he ordeynede himsilf for 
to suffre, for he myjte have fledde Jiis passioun of him, jif he 
wolde himsilf not have suffrid \\x%. And so men seyen co- 
mounly jiat ))ere ben. J)re adventis biside jie comoun advent \2i. 
Crist come]) to mannis soule. In Jie firsfe advent Crist cam to 
be man, and Jiis advent aboden seintis of )ie olde Jawe, and i)is 
was no morynge but lassyng of God, jhe more lassyng fan to 
aungelis, as jie psalme seij), for God was made erf)e whan he 
was maad man. pe secounde advent is cominge to Cristis 
passioun; and of i>is maki)) fie gospel mynde to daye. pe 
Jiridde advent shal be whan Crist shal come to jugement at )ie 
daie of dome, to juge bojie good and yveL And in al Jies fre 
adventis Crist visitide ever his sugetis to amende hem and not 
to spu) le hem and oide God ))at preelatis ' wolde fenke on Jiis 
now; \2. ne shulde ])e not come in Anticristis name more to 
spuyle f>e sugets )) n to amende hem. pe first advent of 
Crist we b le en as pa sid, and \& )>ridde advent we abiden, fat 
is to come but to Je secounde advent we shulden maken us 
redy to suffre m oure body for Jie name of Crist. 

Crist cam to Bepjage\ Jiat is a Util toun in \z foot, of Olyvele, 

• Belhphage is said to mean hamt Wydif was apparenllj' thinking of 
0/ tmri[e figs (Smith's Bib. Diet.). the Greek fait^, 
SEltHONS. F 
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a myle fro Jerusalem, and |>is toun was ^ovun. to preestis for 
mete of her moii)'is. for Bejifage is hous of inou|>, or ellis 
hous of etj'nge— and bi jiis taujte Crist how he lyvede pore 
lyf and nedy for love of man, sijt he dwelte in siche ])ropis^=. 
and he tolde hou preestis etcn hym by envie. panne he senle 
two disciplis lo Jerusalem, Jiat was wallid, and perfore Crist 
ckpip it a casiel pat was ayn holy Chirche^. Crist had his 
disciplis to hringe him an asse and pe /ok of pis asse pat pei 
shulden fyndm al redy, and bad pat pei shulden lose hem and 
hrynge hem to Crist; and yfony seide otc^t to hem, Pei shulden 
seie, pa Lord hap nede of hem, and he shulde leve hem anoon. 
Ajid pis was fild, as Crist seide hi prophete longe bifore, Telle 
y to Syon pe doubter of Jerusalem, Lo, pi fyng comep to pee, 
homely, siltynge upon asse and upon pe asse fole ; which asse 
was a drawyng beest. And his disciplis wenten and diden 
as Jesus comandide hem. For alle ]ies fingis moten nedis be 
rijt as Crist hadde ordeyned hem, and bi S)is myjten J-e 
disciplis knowe Jiat Jiis Lord was al witty. And his disciplis 
puttiden her clopis upon pes two beestis, first upon fie fole, sij> 
upon Jie asse, to teche us J)at he}>ene men, ])at weren wanton 
as foohs^, shulden resseyvc Crist and his lawes, and af^er Jewis 
as assis, for ]iei shal here to ))e ende of }ie world \g wijte of 
Jie olde kwe, as folt'b assis beren chargis what so ever be 
leid on hem. And his disciplis maden Crist to sitie upon pes 
hope beestis. But fire manere of folk cam out of Jerusalem and 
dide worship to Crist, for comounes lovede him rijt wele. 
Myche peple pat was riche spradden her cloPis in pe weye, and 
porer schreden branch's of trees and spradden hem in pe weye, 
and opir, bofie jong and olde, comynge bifore and bihynde songen 
}iis song in worship of Crist ; David Sone, we preien, make us 
safe<^: ]>is we seien to David Sone, Blessid be he Pat is come 
pus lo us in Goddis name ! 

Sum men seien ]>at Jies disciplis fat weren sent to Jerusalem 
ben herty preestis and worldely lordis ))at shulde be boi>e Cristis 

' torpes, C. ' This clause is rightly not written as a quotation 

ill C. ' pBlis. B. ' So ill B and C; A has/o/;. 

■ ]fropis. l3rop is given in Bos- '' Folt = foaled. 

worth's Dictionary as an alternative = 'Save, we pray,' is the correct 

form of I'orp, village. translation of Hosanna. 
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disciplis, and brynge to Crist |fis asse and hir fole to rydc 
to hevenly Jerusalem. And as Jerusalem was wallid ajens 
Crist and his apostlis, so [les religious to daie ben wallid 
ajens Cristen men. But |jis wal is mennis fyndinge, hepid 
wijMJuten charite, for it is no charite to leve j>e ordre )>at Crist 
jaf, and to take )ies stynkinge ordres, and telle more prys 
bi }iis resoun; — j)is synful patroun bade do fius, ferefore we 
shulden do ])us; Jjan bi )iis,^Crist bad alle men do jius, )ier- 
fore )^i shulden do [rns. He f>at synnej) in Jiis fei[) synnej) ajen 
bileve ; ajen )ie mandementis of )ie first table, and so ajen alle 
Goddis mandementis. And |ius shulden Cristen men bringe 
to Crist boj) ])is asse and hir fole J^t ben bonden in Jerusalem 
bi sich fals reltgiouse ; and so J)is asse and hir fole ben comen 
to ])es pryvat ordris but not to alle Cristene men al if jiei 
benbetere and have more nede jit f)es ,oldi.s^founien of men 
helpen al Jier brejieren m nede bojie of temporal goudis and 
laten hem dwelle m Cristis orlre but [ie'> sectis of newe ordns 
hell en not )>us Jier bre)ieren for be |>ei olde be Jiei jonge be 
}iei ne^ere at siche me'shese' fiei wolen not helpe hem wi]j 
goo lis for to Ijien in Cn^tis ordre but rajier emprisoun hem 
or pun she hem ajens Ciod lis> lawe But bi f>e reule ol charite 
[lei shulden sclle }ier h je houais and alle \l met! s fxt jiei have 
md htlpe |)er brejieren in nede and Ijven al iftir Cn tis lawe 
pus Crist jif boje bodi and ^oule for relevynge of his enemies 
but how lasten siche rehgious or in merc) or m charite )jat 
w olen not jj v e Jier ) del got dis for jie helf ing of Jier bre[>ertn ' 
And (lua hem wantiji hiest love and ech degie of charite for 
|!ei loven more [ler jdel muk })an |)ei done f-er brej>eren in God 
Feyned lettris of fraternite^ wolen j)ei jyve to symple men, but 

' myscbef. B ; miscbe/e, C. 
° Besides the old Anglo-Saxon 
Guilds (on which see Pearson's Earh 
Enghib History i a;i) there 



the merchant guilds and the art 
guilds The last class is probably 
referred to in the teit A curious 
account of the organization of the 
gu Id of painters at Florence \a 
'149 bj Jacopo di Casentino will 
be found in Cron e s Hist ofPai ttng 
m Italy, n. ». 

'■ Chaucer, whom nothing escaped. 



has rioted this practice of giving 
' letters of fraternity,' which however 
had been practised by the monks for 
centuries before the friars were heard 
of In the Sompnour's Tale, Thomas, 
the fanner, asks the questing friar 
wl ether he is not his ' brother.' 



Ye c 
elh v\'el ; 



i, quod the frere, t 
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to lordis and to men })at ]>ei seyn Jiat Jiei loven more, wolen )iei 
not profre siche lettris, lest her falsheed be perseyved. For siche 
lettris of chartris profiten not to men, but ofier to make men have 
rijt, or elhs to defende her ri^t. Siche lettris maken no rijt; 
jhe bi mannis lawe ; and Jiis rijt is not enpechid bifore Jie dai of 
dome ; and jif men shewen ^ ))an }ies lettris o|)ir to God or his 
lawe j>ei profile noj>ing to hem ne defenden hem ajens God, and 
so }ies lettris ben superfine, as ben |ies ordris y^X maken hem. 



tE SECONDE SOKDAI GOSPEL IN ADVINT. 

[SERMON XXVII.] 

Eruni signa in sok.—hisc. xxi. [25.] 
pis gospel tclli|i derkely a prophecie of Crist; how it shal 
be in |i:s Chirche bifore j>e dai of dome. Crist seij), p^r shal 
be si'gnes in fie stmne and moone and in fie sterres ofhevene, and 
in fie erfie pressure of folk, by movj'nge of heven. For |)es Jire 
partis of hcvene, sunne and moone and sterns, shal move to- 
gidere bojie see and watris; for Jiei ben more redy to be moved 
by hevene jian ojiir erjie or eir, for Jiei ben bitwene Jies two, 
neijtir to hevy ne to Jiinne; but large in quantile and disposid 
to take Jijt of |>es Jire bodies of hevene and lo le emfusid and 
to make noise. And siji of ]fis see and watir rysen wyndis and 
blowen on londis, it is no wounder jif oure eire be chaimgid 
in qualitees; and si}> chaunginge of oure eire makij) chaung- 
inge in mennis bodies, it is no wounder ;if mennis bodies be 
changid bi Jiis eire ; and so maneres, )iat suen fie chaunging 
of mannis complexioun, shal be changid in oure erjie ]>at men 
dwelle inne ; and so, men shal wexe drye, boJie be siche erfidy eir, 
and bi drede of o^er signes fiat shal come among men. And Jianne 
men shal fi5te in erji, o cuntree wi[i ano|>ir, for such changing 
in eir shal make changinge in mennis lyfe, and t>us dede bodies 

bably among the Franciscans also, done throughout the order. For the 
these letters admitted to the brother- 'formula admissionis,' see Ducange 
hood of the third order, and imparted (Paris, 1843), article ' Fraternitas. 

' itted the bene- ' The reader will be reminded 

here of a passage in the Faradke 



t of aft th 

nd other good works dor 



L'xi. Book lii, 4S5, 
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cast in Jie water or erjie chaungen )ie eir, and alle oure places 
)iat we dwellen inne, ojicrwise }ian it shulde have be in Jie state 
of mnocens for f-anne our places undir Jie mone shulde have 
be wi])outen siche me 11 ngt flbr hevene worchi)) kyndely, dy- 
icrstl} m dyiert. maters \nd after al |)is sha! men see Crist 
ourc Lord come from he\ene, and his angelis with him, to 
deme men Jiat dwellen here for pe virtues of hevene, ))at ben 
lijts shal be chiuni^d here and a! Jie governaile of hevene 
shil be \aried ]ius to men And panne men shal see Crist 
lOmyng foun m z cloude ittp greet power and maieste, to men 
\ \\. can rede )ies signes an 1 Crist conforti]) his children, and 
hiddiji hem putte drede iwej ffor comynge of siche signes bito- 
kcneji })at jier bli'ise is neije and jierfore ehulden Jiei rere per 
h edis and be gladde of }ies signes, and noujt honge J>cre 
heedis doun as men hevjed wi|i Jie erjie. For what man wolde 
not be gUdde whan he shulde go out of prison, and be broujt 
to |)ebhsse of hevene and passe awey fro siche peyne. And Crist 
seide to his disctpHs pis similitude in kynde. See y pe gardyn 
of fige trees and al oper trees of frtiyte ; whan pei bryngen forp 
fruyte of \\sm,ye witen wel Pat somer is ny^e. (And somer is 
in sum contrees time to gedre fruyte of }« erjte.) And so whan 
y seen pes signes be made, witeye patyoure Ugginge is nyy. For 
biginge is clepid here fruyte |?at come|> of fis bigginge, and 
Crist seijj sopely pat pe kynrede of his children shal not passe out 
of pis world bifore pat alls Pes pingis h done Heitnt and erp( 
shal passe in chaunginge, but Cr rstis wordis shal no! passe pus 
Wel we wifen )« sunne stood and ^ium tjme it wente ajen, but 
Jius mai not sentence be chaungid of ])e wordis of oure Lord , 
but ])ere is more stabilhede in wordis Jiat ben seid of Crist jian 
is in hevene or erjie, sij) Crist is above fies two tnd cuminge 
in Jies tweyne is not nedeful but for J>at Crist ha)t ordejned it 

pes wordis of Crist may be undirstonden goostli, so J>at |)e i 
Sonne be Crist, God and man, and Jie mone be holy Chirche, 
and Jie sterres in hevene be seintis in ]ie worlde. Signes ben 
made in hem, for )>ei moven erj>ely men, and chaungen as fe 
see temporal goodis, and for siche chaunginge chaungen men 
in wille, and membris of |)e fend ben drye fro grace and ben 
adredde for Crist, and sentence of his chirche. I'Tor vertues of ' 
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hevene shal move CrisLene men to vencushe )>e fendes lymes, 
and to feren hem, al if fiei for a tyme maken greet soune, and 
stynkyn wijj synne, and frojiyn wiji lecherie. And ])e more fishes 
swelewen ]« lasse ; and cours of Jjib moone move)! worldely 
men, and wyndis of pryde wawen |)es floodis, so )>at it is 
perilous to shippis for to wandre, ai jif [>ei ben born up wi|> 
fie crosse of Crist. But wele Y wote [jat men )iat ben chosen 
of God may flottre in Jie see, but J)ei may not perishe ; for al 
(ling mut nede come Jiat God himsilf ha}) ordeyned. And |ius 
sad bileve of |>is |>ridde Advent sbulde stire men fro synne 
and drawe hem to vertues. Ffor jif fiei shulden to morewe 
answere to a juge, and wynne greet rentis or ellis lese hem, 
|)ei wolde ful bisili shape for Jier answere, and myche more jif 
\ei shulden wynne or lese )ier lyfe— Lord ! sif> we ben certeyn 
of fie day of dome Jiat it shal come to us, and we wite not how 
soone, and jiere we shal have jugement of hevenly lyfe, or ellis 
of dee}) of helle |)at evermore shal laste, how bisie shulde we be 
to make us redy for Jiis ! Certis defaute of bileve is cause of 
oure sleufie; and |)us shulden we fasten in us articlis of ]>e 
trou|3e, for Jiei wolen be louse in us as nailes in a tree, and 
fterfore it is nedeful to knocke and make hem faste. For it is 
noo dre<^e {lat no man doi}> synne but jif he faile in bileve 
upon sum manere. Sum men wanten bileve, and nevere hadden 
bileve, as Paynemes and ojier men jiat nevere weren turned to 
Crist. Sum fallen in bileve, for jier bileve slepi)», and ojier 
Jiingis wake}) Jiat j)ei trowen more; and \\xs failiji ech man |iat 
is overcomen wij) synne; for lust waki|i in hem to whiche |ie 
synne move]) hem, and peyne and drede of his synne is leide 
asleepe ; and }ius fallen in troufe )>e more part of men. We 
shulde ])enke freishely on jie day of dome, and how no })ing 
may |jan lette Cristis jugement ; ffor treujie and resoyn shal fulli 
go for|) |janne, and herfore seiji |ie gospel }iat men jian nakid 
fro charite shal be )>anne dombe, and not shal answere to Crist. 
And for ]>is cause prophetis of Goddis lawe clepen })e daie of 
dome }ie daie of |)e Lord, for in fat daie not' shal go a^ens him, 
but ]iei ciepen dales bifore daies of men, for ^ fend and his 
merabris have now Jier purpos, al jif )jei shal Jian hie it ful dere. 
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pE j>KrDDE SoNDAY Gospel in Advent. 

[SERMON XXVI II.] 

Cum audmsei Joannes in vinculis. — Matt. xi. [2,] 
pis gospel tellij) a stor}'e of Joon Baptiste [lat touchiJ> al Jiree 
adventis of Crist, but special)' fe J>ridde, to whom &erven two 
bifore. Baptist was in prison wi)> Heroude Antipas, for he 
reprovede his advoutre wi]) his bro|)er wyf. Kn&foon boundm 
in prison kerde of Crisiis werkis, and he made moche joie and 
preiside myche Crist, as o)ier gospellis tellen, and specialy 
Jones gospel. Sum men in ]ie countre helden Joon more Jian 
Crist, and Jones disciplis weren in }iis eixour; but jit fiei 
trowiden [lat )>e greet prophete bihijt in Jie lawe, l^at liei cle- 
piden Messias, was more ))an Joon Baptist. And herfore smte 
BapHsle iwo of his disciplis, for to speke wi)i Crist and purge 
hem of ]jis errour. And Jon bade hem axe J'us Crist on his 
bihalve, Erl pou he pat is to come, and to save mankynde, ];at 
)ie law speki|> off or we abide anoper ? We shal suppose Jiat 
Baptist was stable in his trou|)e, and covejtide )>at |>e feij) of 
Crist and love of Crist growide, and bifore Jiat he were deed, 
jiat he trowide shulde come soone. For trewe men coveiten 
more Jie honoure of God J>an }ier owen honour, for ellis f>ei 
weren unreasonable. And j)us cast Joon |fis weye to worship 
of Crist, and to |)is entent of Joon Crist spake and wroujte in 
dede. Go y and telle ayn to foon what ye have herd and sen, 
Blynde seen, crokide gone, meselis hen keled, deefe heeren, dede 
rysen, pore men hen preisid of God*, and hlessid be he pat shal 
not be sclaundrid in me. 

And on two maneres men ben sclaundrid Jn Crist. Sum 
men bi worchinge putten errours in him, and ))is manere of 
sclaundrynge is algatis yvel, sij) \^\ fallen in heresie ])at jius 
trowen of Crist, pes men ben sufferyngly sclaundrid in Crist 
jiat fallen fro bileve )at [fei shulden have of Crist. On \e. 
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Jiridde maner wt seyen fat men ben sclaundrid whan )>ei ben 
defamyd of ony kyn Jiing^ |)at Jiei have hem amys aboute ony 
siche Jiing; and Jius many holy men weren sclaundrid of Crist. 
And so, of ]ies sevene myraclis, )>e laste is ]je moste ; and alle Jies 
sevene miraclis techen how we shiilden love Crist ; for we j)at 
weren first blynde bi defaute of fei)>, sen aftir in oure soule what 
we shulden trowe ; and so first crokid in medeful werkes, wandren 
after in holynesse of lyf ; and so first leprous by heresyes of feiji, 
ben after clensid of alle }>e3 heresyes; deef men fro Goddis 
word, heeren his lawe ; and dede men in soule bi custorae of 
synne, rysen to spiritual lyf of Jier soule ; men jiat weren pore 
bifore for Jier holy werkes, ben seid good lyvers of him ' jiat may 
not erre. And it semejj fiat Jones disciplis saien summe of Jies 
miraclis, or ellis hem alle, in fciji Jiat Crist jaf hem. 

And whan pei weren wente fro Crist, he preiside Joon Bap- 
tist, techinge jiat men shulden not preise a man in his presence 
ne in presence of his, lest he were a faioure ". Crist preiside 
Baptiste, axiiige of him ])re |)ingis, so ^aX )ie peple were nedid 
to graunle |jat Joon was holy. Whan y sei'en Baptisl in deserl, 
what wente y to see ? sawe y a reede wawinge wifo Pe wynde ? 
nay, suche men ben unstable for lovynge of worldely mukke, 
for Joon was stable in |>e love of God, and so was he groundid 
in Jie stone of rijt-wisnesse. Or what wente y out to see whan 
ye wente to see Joon? wher ;e wenim to see a Tnan cled in 
softs clopis ? nay, lo, men pat hen cled pus drawen hem to kyngis 
hous, and ben tenderly fedde wi)> metis ]jat plesen J>e fleishe. 
For Joon Baptiste was contrarie to such men in bo[ie jies, 
siji he dwelte in desert, and was fedde wijiouten foode Jiat 
was maad bi mannis crafte, and so Jie world and hts fleish 
overcame he perfitli, and it ts no drede to us )ie fende hadde 
])an noon holde in him. But -what went y out to see ? certis to 
see a prophet! ; ■jheVseie to you, Joon was more pan a prophele, 
for Joon hadde office of God lo se Crist, and waishe him, and 
to shewe hym at eye, |)at is more Jian prophetis office. And 
he is of whom it is wrttun, Jiat >e Fadir spekijt to ]ie Sone, 

' So in B ; bym, C ; A has hem. 
' Sec Glossary. 
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L I'senl mjn an^t-l |>at is mjn owen mesaenj,er I) /ore pi 
face Pit shil make redy pt dine t f rt Pte for Joon Baptiste 
movede men to trowe in Crist manj e^tn 

Here men lav/ touche man) sjnnes fiat rengnen' amoiige 

men and speciil) s>nne of clerkcs ])at hven m iusiis of foode 

d 1 f e to Joon Bij tisle And |)us, as 

}i g p I }> }« p Joon )iat he hadde a fend and was 

di d l* P I* sustcynede him, andhe l)vedenot 

1 ■f 5 f mpl to sue him ; and in Crist Jiei ben 

1 id 1 d h 1) ede a lustfui lyf and was frend to 
) f 1 m and j) 1 id ot men iyve. And |>us |>ese ncwe 

i g f 11 h f Jewes, for neijier jiei maiie Baplist 

J C t« p b t Jiei chesen hem a newe patroun 

1 I g \ n (lat Baptist was to harde, and 

C If i g b l>ei have founden a good mene 

d ! And frns bojie clerlies secuiers and 

|>e 1 f Ic n J«;s two wcies and taken weie 

f Ji f d f ji ojier weie but Cristis weie and 

|) f d m y 1 -ve in vertues but jif jiat he sue 

C d m m y Ij n synne but jif Jiat he sue in ])at 

])fd B)j|i d bnto blame, but more ]ies newe 

1 if ]« }p leven Crist and Joon Baptist his 

prophete and chesen hem a newe wey Jiat mut ofte Lymes be 
clouti i and be d spensid m J) bi Anticrist, as f>e fend tecbi]) 
hem pe secuiers ben hsse ypocritis, but Jiei lyven al amys, 
sij> Jici dwellen wiji kjngs and lordis for to geten hem bene- 
hces and in J>e mene tyne Jiei lyven in lustis, and leven J>e 
state J>at Je shulden kepe and Jius blynde men leden Jie blynd, 
and bojie fallen in Jit lake For Jiere nys noon ojier wey but 
ouJ<r wetile upwari aftr Crist or ellis to wende doun aftir 
Jie fend mto Jie devest like of alle". 3he, Jies Jiat semen 
in Jie he)er ^tate suen Petir in his errour, and seien, Sire, God 
forbede Jiat Jon lyve Jius in [li membris, for witt and worship 
Jtat Jjou shouldist have. And certis al siclie ben Sajjanas, for 
Jiei wolen reverse Crist, or addinge to Cristis lawe, or ellis 
wijidrawinge J>at he bad. 



' Kajtiei 



with A; C reads hel. which ir 
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t'E FOURt'E SUNDAi IN Advent. 

[SERMON XXIX.] 

Miserunl Judei ab Jerosolumis. — Joh. i, [19.] 
pis gospel tellifi of godhede and manhcde of Crist, and of 
mekenesse of Baptiste, how myche jiat he lovede Crist, pe 
Jewes sentm fro Jerusalem preesHs and dekmes unto Joon, for to 
wits what he was, and how he groundide his newe lyf. pese 
Jewes semeden hije preestis of }ie temple and Phariseis, and 
pes pat ■wfren sent to form isieren of Pharisees, for fei weren lasse 
of state and semeden of more religioun. But Joon confesstde 
unto kern and denyede not treujie, and so he confessid first pat he 
was not Crist, for it was most perilous to be holden Crist, and 
|ferfore he putte first t>e moost peril from him. And |>us lowe 
preestis undir hije preestis of )ie temple, and dekenes )iat 
bot>e kouden' }« olde testament, and weren more lyk Jon in 
manere of religioun, and betere shulden enquere of his newe 
ordre, lest )ie toon erride and supplantide jiat ojier, weren sent 
to Joon to axe of his state, pere was behijt a greet prophele 
in ])e olde lawe |fat ]iei clepiden Crist, and Jiis myjte Joon have 
be holden, ^if he wolde be proude. And here be we taujt to 
boste not of Jiis Jiat we ben membris of holi Chirche, and so 
selle our suffragies, for it is hid from us where we shal be 
savyd, and jif we shal not be savyd, we ben not membris \iiis, 
ne oure preier for Jiis is not worji" to us silfe. And to gabbe 
|;us in jfis point is a greete synne, and to take mennis goodis 
bi sich a fals chaffare, for a worldely man wole not selle but 
|jat he wote is his, and God ha) ordeyned )jis privy ])inge to be 
unknowe of us. For we shulde not |ius boste ne disseyve 
oure neijbores, and fus to putte of Goddis ordenaunce were 

greet synne. — pei axiden Joon fie secounde iyme, where he were 
Hely, and he seide he was not pis Hely in persone. pe Jewes 
hadden in )>e olde lawe }tat Helye was ravyshid, and lyveji jit in 

place, and shal come ajen bifore Jie daye of dome, and fijte 
wi]) Antecrist, and jius Jiei supposiden jjat Baptist was he, 
special! for solitary lyf and penaunce in etyng. And to jiis 
entent denyede Joon Jiat he was Hely, but Crist seide f^at Joon 

1 So in B and C ; A i-eads kaaden 6o|)e, ' VKr^i. B and C. 
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was Hely in !igure,__Tor rijt as Hely figuride the firste advent 
of Crist, so Joon figuride Jie jiridde advent of him. And as 
sum men seien, |)ei bof)e figuren ]>e day of dome; and )ius )iere 
nys no falshede in Crist ne in Baptist. — pe/' axiden jie thridde 
tyme where Joon were fie propheie, and he seide, Nay, to |)er 
undirstondinge, for name of prophete bi himsilf bitokeneji }ie 
more famous prophete. Crist sei)i jiat Joon is a comoun pro- 
phete, and bo])e lies weren sojie. And affter Jies Jiree purgingis, 
pet axiden of Joon who he was, pat fiei my^Un answere to men pat 
hadde sent hem. And Jon seide mekely upon Ysay Pe prophete, Pat 
he was a vois of cryer in desert, to bidde fnen make redy pe weye of 
oure Lord. For rijt as a vois shewiji (w word of mannis Jio^t, 
so Jon shewide ])e word of Jie Fadir ; and clerkes knowen wele 
[lat a vois or soun is substanciali t)at Jiing Jat souneji ; and aljif 
Joon myjte have seide |>at he was criynge, nej)eles he chees to 
speke more mekeli ; for among alle J>ingis vois is a freel Jiing. 

And fv messengeris axiden Joon, whereto he iaptiside and brou;t 
in a newe ordre, sip he was noon ofPespree. Bui Jon answeride 
hem pal he baptiside in water, and on myddis of hem stood pat 
pei knetrnn not; and ]>at is Jie greet prophete ])at ])ei soujten 
after, for he is bo|>e God and man to save mankynde. In |)ai: 
jiat he is God he is every where myddil, as he is )ie myddil 
persone in |>e holy Trinife; and in |)at ])at he is man, and 
heed of holy Chirche, he is myddil of alle men gedrid in 
his name. In vertu of |jis man cam Joon ])us, and baptiside 
in water to make redy bifore Crist, as a rude werke goiji bifore 
a sutii. To [lis prophete servede Joon, and dide him al worship 
in J>at jiat he was God. And, for he was ])is man, he is to come 
after Joon, al if he be Joonis pryour. Ffor he was not made 
bifore Jdon in tyme, neifer bi his manhede neijier bi his god- 
hede, for Joon was man bifore Jiat Crist was man; and as 
nentis godhede, Crist was not made. And |>ei traveiJen in veyn 
jiat calculen )>at Crist was conseyved bifore [le soule of Joon 
was knittid to his bodi, for Joon speki|; of forjierhede of man- 
hede of Crist bifore Joon in grace, and also in worjiynes; 
and herfore sei]> Joon, )at he is notworp to imse^ pe puong^ of 
Cristis shoo. And fis men undirstonden }ius, |)at Baptist is not 
' loosi, B. ' ),oag. B. 
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worjii to declare Cristis manhede; but, as me |finki|>, it is beter 
and more suynge )iis gospel to seie, [lat Joon grauntiji him nol 
worjii to loose fe ordre of Crist, bi which Crist hadde ordcyned 
to be patroun of Cristene men. For Jiis ordre is a ]>uonge to 
bynde mennis willes togidere ; and Jms me Jjinkif J>at freris 
chiden in veyn. Prechours" seyn |>at Crist hadde hije shone 
as ])ei have; fFor ellis wolde not Baptist mene ]iat Crist hadde 
|iuongis of siche schone. Menours ^ seyn J)at Crist wente bar- 
fote, or ellis was shood as |)ei ben, for ellis Mag^dalene shulde 
not have founde to ]jus have washid Cristis feet. But levynge 
|>is chidynge, we supposen of oure Jesus ]>at he tok ful litil hede 
of such manere of wendinge, but he chargide myche jie wille 
of his religioun and affeccioun of bis disciplis to be bounden 
fro worldely goodis. And |)us freris, as Pharisees, clensen )je 
gnatte and swolewen )ie camel ; for fiei dar, above Baptist, 
founde hem newe ordres, of reulis |>at Crist chargide not, but 
^if it were to dampne hem; and coveitise of worldely goodis 
chargen \es ordres not, jif jiei be gete ' wiji fals menes, which 
treu()e of Crist ha]) dampnyd. Bui Jits was done in Bejanye bt- 
y)nde Pe water of Jordan, injie !ond of two kynredis^; and so men 
seyen jiat ]>er ben two Bejianies in fiat lond, oon biside Jerusalem 
where Lazarus was reisid to lyf, and anojier bi^onde ]ie water 
where Joon hadde mater lo baptise men. For Be|>aiiie ^ sowneji [les 
Jjre ; it is hou3 of obedience and also hous of penaunce, and hous 
of Goddis jifte. AUe ])es names accorden to Joon ; but ]iei ben 
contrarie to alle t>es newe ordris Jiat ben presumed ajens Crist. 

' gelen, B, C. 
• Fiatfes praedicantes, or Domi- 

' Fratres minores, or Franciscans. 

' ' pe lond of two kynredis.' For , = , 

B long time I nas unable to satisfy ' scilicet in sorle duarum tribuum et 

myself as to the exact meaning of dimidiae ;' i. e. Reuben and Gad, and 

this phrase. There is nothing in the the half-tribe of Manasseh. Wyclif 

Commentaries of S. Austin, S. Je- protablyme^ittosaythesamething, 

rome, and the Venerable Bede, nor but inadvertently omitted mention of 

in the Homilies of Pope Gregory, the half-tribe, of which indeed very 

which throws the smallest light up- slight notice is taken in the account 

on it. Upon turning however to the {Numb, xxiii.) of the uegotialion 

Commentary of Nicholas de Lyra, between Moses and the ' lynages ' 

written in the early part of the four- (Wvcl. Ver.) of Reuben and Gad. 
teenth century, I found some words " Bethanv sienifies ' house o 

which, I think, solve the difliciilly, dates 
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Pe Sondai wimnke octave of TwELFbE DAI, 

[SERMON XXX.] 

Vidii Johannes Jesuvi venienlim ad se. — JoH. i. [29.] 
pis gospel lelli|) a witnesse, how Baptist wJtnesside of Crist, 
boj" of his godhede and eke of his manhede. pe storye sei)> 
jius, pal Joon say Jestis coniynge to him and saide |)us of oure 
Lord, io,/? loomli 0/ God ; lo him pal iakip awey the synnes of pis 
world, for he is bojie God and rnan, Crist is clepid Goddis 
lombe, for many resouns of l^e lawe. In |ie olde lawe weren 
|>ei wont to offre a lombe wijouten weni, }>e whiche shulde be 
of o jere, for Jie synne of )ie puple. pus Crist, jiat was wi)i- 
outen wem, and of o jeer in mannis elde was offrid in S)C cros 
for jie synne of al |;is worlde, and where sJche lambren Jiat 
weren oifrid felden sum tyme to ^e preestis, )iis lombe Jiat 
made ende of ojier felde' fuUi to Goddis hond. And o))er 
lambren in a maner fordide Jie synne of o cuntre, but jiis 
lombe proprely fordide Jie synne of alle jiis woride. And j>us 
he was ende and figure of lambren of f^e olde lawe, and |)us 
sbewif) Baptist by his double spekynge jie manhede of Crist 
and his godhede ; for oonly God myjte t)iis fordo synne, si]) 
alle of>er lambren hadden wemmes, Jiat jiei myjton not hem silfe 
fordo. And so, al if preestis have power to relese synne as 
Cristis vikeris, nejieles )>ei have |>is power in as myche as }iei 
acorden wiji Crist; so \7A jif Jier keies and Cristis wille be 
discording atwynne, [>ei feynen hem falsely to assoile, and J^an 
Jiei nei)>er loosen ne bynden; so Jiat in ech siche worchynge 
\i godhede of Crist mut first wirche. 

And herfore sei> Baptist of Crist ; pw is ke pat Y seide of. 
After me is to conun a man, pe whiche is made bifore me, for 
he was anoon my priour. For rijt as Crist was a man, fe first 
tyme jiat he was conseyved, so God made him Jian priour of 
al his religioun; and he was abbot, as Poul sei]), of |ie best 
' fel. C. 
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ordre yn may be. And first V kneiue hym not; I wiste in 
souie |>at he was born, but Y koude not wij) bodily eye knowe 
liitn fro anoJ)er man. And [lis fallitt comounly; but, _/(ir io 
shewe hym in Israel, per ef ore Y baptise pus in water. And Joon 
hare wiinesse, and seide }>al he sey a spirit come doun as a culver 
from hevene and lefte o])er and dwelte on krm But God, pat 
senie me to waishe wip water, he tau\f me and setde ptts. On 
whom j>ou sees/ pe spirit come down and dwrlhnge upon him, 
pal is he pat baptisep men in pe Holy Goost And 1' sey and 
bere wttnesse pal pis is Goddis kfndely sone. 

We shai wite Jiat )iis dowfe was a verre foule as ojier ben ; 
and so it was not \e. fridde persone in Trinite taken in oonhede 
of ]ji3 persone, as Goddis Sone toke his manhede; but for 
mekenesse of |>e dowfe, and moo ^ood propirtees )>at she ha), 
she bilokeneji ]« |iridde persone ; and )>is persone is seid of 
hir, for Joon %a\. The Spirit cam doun and dwelte long upon 
Crist; — and l>is Spirit was j>is dowfe. And so it semeji {)at 
[lis dowfe was God ; and so, al if \t two persones may be 
moved in creatures, nejieles Jie Trinite may not be moved in 
his kynde. But it seme]i jiat we may graunte \2X Jiis dowfe 
was Jie Holy Goost, as we grantcn liat J>is persone was 
comynge doun in t>is dowfe. And jius, as God seiji in his 
lawe |)at sevene oxen ben sevene 5eer, and |fat \^ sacrid breed 
is verrely Goddis bodi, so it semeji J)at he seiJi, liat Jiis dowfe is 
|)e Holy Goost. But clerkes witen Jiat [ler ben two manere 
of seyngis, \2X ben personel seynge, and habitudinel seynge. 
pis dowfe my^te not be God in his kynde, but bi sum habitude 
it signefie}i God, and jius bi autorite of God it is God. And 
if {)0U sey |?at ech liinge bi \\s, shulde be God, as ech Goddis 
creature signefleji his maker, as smoke kyndely signefieji fier, 
and >us scme|i Poul to speke, whan he seiji |jat Crist shal 
be al })ingis in al Jiingis to men Jiat undirstonden him ; for after 
|w day of dome al f>is worlde shal be a boke, and in ech part 
Jierof shal be God writun, as God shal be in his kynde in ech 
part of ])e world; and j>us sijt God is bitokened first and moost 
in ech }»inge, whi may men not graunten jiat God is ech Jiinge? 
—in })is men mut undirstonde dyversite in wordis, and to what 
entent (les wordis ben undirstonden. And (ms bi autorite of (le 
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lawe of God men shuldeii speke her wordis as Goddis lawe 


"'r°"^b 


speki[), and strange not in speche from undirstondinge of Jie 


the people. 


puple, and algalis beware ^al >e puple undirslonde wel, and 




so use comoun speche in )ier owne persone; and jif Jiei 




speken in Cristis persone wordis of his lawe, loke |<at )«' 




declare hem, for drede of privy errours. 




And scorae we )ie argumentis liat foolis maken here, Jiat bi 


SophltticU 


\e same skile shulde we speken ]>us, for God speki]) j)us in 




wordis of his lawe. Sich apes lickenes^ passen beestis foly. 




for Jiei wolden brynge bi Jtis J)at ech man were God. And so 




3Vve we God leve to speke as him likefi, al if we speken not 
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word is ony wey fals. In )fis mater we have ynow stryfen in 




Latyn'' wij) adversaries of Goddis lawe, Jiat seyen l>at it is 




falsest of alle lawes in ])is world }iat ever God sufFride. 




' apis lUnessis, B and C. 




■ Ana] yt. Prior, ii. 15. 
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{"E Gospel ok octave of Twelf)>e dai, and it falliI" 

SUMTYME ON SUNDAI, 

[SERMON XXXI.] 

Venil Jesus Galilea.—U\.ii. iii. [13.] 
pis gospel teLiJi how Crist taujte Baptist bojie bi word and 
myracle how he shulde be meke. pe storye telEji )iat Jesus 
tarn fro Galilee lo Jordan to Joon Baptist, lo be bapHsid of him. 
And fiis was greet mekenesse, jiat fie Lord wo!de come so fer 
to his servaunt, and to take of him baptym, and Johan forfen- 
dide him, for woundringe of }ie dede, and seide pat Y shal be 
baptisid of Pee, and pou contest to me: to be }ius baptisid. But 
Jesus answer ide to Joon, and seide to him wiseli, Suffre now fiis, 
for itfallip to us to fulfille al ri^t. It is opyn rijt }iat {.e lasse 
be suget to Jie more and it is more pnv> rijt fiat ]e evene 
obeishe to jie evene but most prjvy ri,t of -Ule stondif) in jus 
Jut Jie hgeste of alle obei he to his servaunt as Cnst pnour of 
us alle obeishide to Bipiist -vaA so wis it sittinge Crist to 
teche ])is mekenesse An i here schulen we w te is men in 
comyn speche seien sum word 1 rehersid hem of ojier and sum 
wordis |iei seien in her owne per one (and fis mij be vaned 
afler jire manens sum fmg men seien witinge )iat it is so]>, 
iffermynge )ie sentence wif^uten ony condicioun as trewe men 
Seen ])at Ool is m he^ene sum fing men seien proposinge 
to fulfille It but unhrstonien if God wole j}ve hem grace as 
men sejen Jiat Jiei shulen holde Godd s comandementis and 
|ius techifi James Jat wh«i we speken of oure di.des jiat we 
shulden do we shulden unlir tonde if Jiat God lole but 3 t 
on Jie ]>rdde maner we supjosen Jiat it shulde be )ius and 
neifier we witen it ne tro ^en it ) and -wi] ])is we undirstonden 
a condic oun if God w sle ind Jius spake Baptist whan he 
forfendide Crist to be biptisid of him and her ¥i}> he heell 
obedience But over [iis we shulde wite }iat |>ere is greet 
diversite bitwixe servi'^e of a jnng and obedience }>eiof for God 
obeishide to mannis vois, and servede not to him; but in 
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mannis persone Jiei rennen bojie togidere, for Jie more obeisliiJ> 
to jie lesse, and eke serve|> to him, for jie more is er]i, and jie 
lesse is spirit, and so he is bo|ie more and lesse to his servaunt. 
And ))US Crist fulfiilide al manere of ri^twisnesse, for rijtwis- 
nesse is comounly callid al manere of vertue, and so rijtwisnesse 
is al manere of mekenesse. 

And |)us John sufFride Crist to tak l)is servise of him, and ^it 
he seide soi) in wordis {"at he spake, for Johun was ^baptisid of 
Crist as he shulde, sij) he was baptisid of the Holy Goost; and 
werkes of Jie Trinite ben undepartid wifioutenfor]*. And wi|i Jiis 
cam Crist to be baptisid in water of John, as he shulde for many 
enchesouns. First to teche |)is moost degree of mekenesse. Si), 
fortohalowe Jie water of baptym, for vertue oftouchinge of Crist 
streechide ful fer. pe J>ridde cause is to 3yve us ensaumple to 
take mekely baptem, si]) Crist was baptisid f-us. And herfore 
John kei Crist to be baptisid of him, for Joon was taujt in his soule 
)jat it was Goddis wille. And here takij) men wel ))at if a man 
avowe a t>inge, and he wite after jiat it were belere to leve it, 
Jianne he shal leve it, and have sorewe of his foly biheste, but 
him nedijf not to go to Rome to perfourme ])is medeful dede. 
And here manye ben disseyved in power of Jier sovereynes; \€\ 
wenen \%X hem nedjf) to have leve of hem to do as jiei shulden 
do ; ]>is lore shulden men taken of J>er prelatis above, and not 
traveilen in veyn, ne dispende more ]ian Jiei shulden. And whan 
Jesus was pm baptisid, he wente atwon out ofpe water, to teche us 
])at in siche meenes we shulden not dwelle more Jtan nede is', and 
to conferraen al J>is (>ing, hevenes weren opened, to Crist, and he si-^ 
pe spirit of God comynge down as a dowve and cofnynge upon Crist. 
And ])is ])ing |)at he sij wijt his eye was a dowfe, and Jiis ])ing Jiat 
he siji wi}) his soule was God ; and ])us ]« spirit of God cam doun 
in a dowve, and Pere was a vois comynge dotm frovi hevene, and 
seide in )ie persone of jieFadir, p/'j is my 5ii««, jhe./o/i^kyndely 
l<me, in whiche Fpleside to my sil/e, and Jierfore, heere y him. 

And so bi autorite of }« Fadir of hevene and eke bi autorite 
of |je Holy Goost, and also bi autorite of Goddis kyndeli 
Sone, was {le manhede of Crist here shewid wi)f his dedes. Bi 
autorite of Crist shulden Cristene men trowe, Jiat he is f« 
' This clause is rightly wiilten in B i in A and C it appears as a quotation. I 
SERMONS. O 
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best man, \<e wiseste, and Jie beste willid, yat mai be in Jie 
world ; siji he is bojie God and man. And herof wole it sue 
(tat Cristis owne ordre is beter jian ony newe ordre founde 
of synful men, for ellis hadde Crist failid in power, in witt, or 
in wille ; and, for |>is is ajens bileve, Jierfore \>ei feilen in fei[> 
]>at trowen Jat pes newe religious passen Cristis religioun. And 
herfore he ordeynede his ordre to stonde in venues of mannis 
soule and not in sensible signes. And as ]>e holy Trinite 
approvede Crist here, so it approvej) ]>e ordre put he made, 
and putle it in }>es jiree Jiingis, in obedience to God, in poverte, 
and chastite wel undirstonden. Men may undirstonden amys 
J>is obedience to Crist, and trowe [lat it stondi)> in doinge of 
ech }iinge p&t pi privat priour biddiji Jiee do ; and certis {lanne 
{m>u puttest him to be unsynfu! above Crist, or ellis ]iat )f0U 
shuldist do his wille ajens Crist. Certis Crist ha|) no power to 
lyve as }>is prelat doijt, but if Crist hadde fredom to falle in 
synne, and Jjus jiis pryour were more free jian Crist. And her- 
fore shulde we trowe [)at ech obedience to man is as myche 
worj) as it techi]) obedience to God ; and if it faile herfro bi 
unobedience, men shulden leve f>is as venym contrarie to obe- 
dience ; for ech verry obedience is obedience to God, and men 
shulden more obeishe to God J>an to ony creature. And so 
unobedience brou^t yn bi jies newe ordres foulij- many heepis 
of men bi foly of her prelalis. Soljeii in fes newe ordres men 
shulden obeishe to ech Jiing }>at lechij) more obedience to God 
}ian done siche prelalis. And it is not bileve f)at ))ei techen 
betere obedience to God J)an doi)) ony ojier lawe or [lingis fat 
speken to pes ordris, And |?is movede Ponl and ofier Apostlis 
to holden hem to Cristis ordre, si)) Jie abbot is betere, \>e reule, 
and J>e kny^tis; and algatis it is more free to holde Goddis 
comandementis. For jiis feyned obedience letti|> ofle to serve 
Crist, and herfore men shulden leme obedience, to ajenstonde; 
Whan ony creature of God biddif) jiee do contrarie to Jiat jiat 
\>i prelat Ijiddif" Jiee do bi expresse signes, and God bi his 
creature biddij) jiee do Jie contrarie, Jianne Jjou shuldist ajenstonde 
pi prelate in Jiis, and obeishe to God in what signe paX he usiji. 
On Jiis maner Petre and ojier apostlis seiden Jiat men moten 
more obeishe to God j)an to man, and Goddis lawe seiji Jiat 
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God obeishide to mannis vois; for to ech Jfing men shulden 
obeishe in ])ac ]>at it Bowne]> obedience to God. And if ]>is 
bileve were kept wel, Jiis newe obedience shulde gone aweie. 



pE FISSTE SONDAI GOSPEL AFTER OCTAVE OF TWELF)>E DAY. 

[SERMON XXXII.] 

Cum facius esset Jesus. — Luc. ii. [42.] 
pis gospel tellij) a lore of Crist whan he was twelfe jeer olde, 
and )iis lore is ful of myraclis as oJ>er dedis ben fat he dide. 
pe story telli)j jiat, whan Jems was viaad of Iwelfe yer olde he 
wenie wip Joseph and Marye unto Jerusalem, as pei hodden cusluni 
at Paskefor lo make pis pilgrimage. And whan pe dates weren 
endid, of makinge of ))is pilgrimage, his fadir and his modir 
wenten hoom, and Crist lefte ahone in pe citee. And his fadir 
and his modir wisten not pat Jesus was kft bihytide, for children 
hadden in free custom to chese whefier ]jat J>ei wolden wende 
wij) fadir or wi)> modir; and ]fus Joseph wende Jiat Crist hadde 
come wi]i his modir, and om-e Lady supposide Jiat Crist hadde 
come wil> Joseph. And among Jewis was )>is religioun ktpt, 
|iat men shulden go bi hemsilf, and wymen bi hemsilf; for [lei 
kepten hem fro lecherie in siche pilgrimage; but now pil- 
grimage is mene for to do lecherie. And al Jiis ordeyned oure 
maister for to teche his Chircbe to enfourme ]« prelatis after 
general doinge^^ for errour in hem is more, and more harmful 
to t« Chirche. And whan Jiei weren met togidir, and wanliden 
)ie child Jesus, /«■ wendmpat he hade^ ben infelowship wip sum 
iyn of his freendis, and pei wenten ayn to seke him amonge hem, 
and 00 dai pei wenten ayn and fond Aim not in [)e wey. pe 
|>ridde dale Jiei soujten in Jie citee, and f>ei fond him not, and 
after pe pridde day pei fond him in pe temple, sitlynge amonge 
doctours, keerynge and axinge hem. No drede ])at ne Crist kepte 
good order in his doinge, ifirst heerynge and afier axinge 

' doyngti, C. ' hadde,-Q; had, C. 



* The meaning seems to be, 
order to (each his Church so 
fashion the mode of life of her ] 



ktes 



i that i 



general exumple.' 
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wordis of j?e lawe. And alk pat herden him hodden wounder 
upon his wisdom and kts answeris, and seynge Jie joulie of Jie 
childe/«' hadden wmnder of his dedis. And his moder seide io 
him, Sone, wki didisi pou pus to us ? h. Pi fadir and Y hope 
sorwyfige have sou^i pee. And Crist seide unto hem, Wherlo have 
y sou^t me ? ne wisten y not pat V moste he in Pe mdis of my 
Fadir ^ And here shulde prelatis ierne first to worshipe [ler 
God, and to serve his Chirche, bifore )iat Jiei bisieden hem 
aboute worldely werkes. For' ech man shulde serve God 
bifore ]iat he servede o)>er jiing, for his first entent shulde be 
to worship God whatever he dide; and jiis mut nede be in 
Crist, for he did al [lingis as he shulde. But pei undirstooden 
not pe word Parme pat Crist spake here to hem. And Crist wente 
doun wiji hem fro Jerusalem to Nazarep, and he was suget unio 
hem, in J>ingis |)at [lei baden him do. And his moder kepie alk 
pes wordis, berynge hem in her herte. And Jesus projitide in 
wisdom in age and in grace boPe to God and to man. 

W e shal v te [la oure Jesus, si)> he was ]>is manhede, and suget 
to o[ier men and growide^ in wexinge and elde, he profitide in 
kunnj nge vh ch ]iat cam of his wittis ; but he had cunnynge of 
godhe ie and bleaside cunnynge of man, bi which he was in al 
his i\ e yl che ij s and knewe al Jiing. Here may holy Chirche 
knowe bo|> [-e rehgioun of Crist and partis of )>is religioun, as 
obedience and mekenesse. For Crist was suget to his lesse, and 
servede hem ful mekely, for Goddis lawe taujte him Jiat fei 
weren in spirit more Jian Crist was bodily. And Goddis reule 
shulde suffice to men, al if fiei cloutiden not newe reulis. For 
Crist taujte perfitli a ful reule for al Cristene men, and it is a 
foul pryde to cloute our errours to his wisdom, for olde cioij) 
cloutid to newe maki)) more hole, as Crist sei)i. And we ben 
certeyne of oure bileve, Jiat Crist ha)) mesurid his ordre in lijt- 
nesse and in fredom more (lan o))er men kunnen shape. How 
shulden blynde foolis after amende |>is reule fat Crist haji jovun ? 
And so God enformef> men of ]ies pryvat ordres [)at jire Hingis 
of her ordres ben ydil and noyous; first ]jer clouting of jier 
reule, and si|? ])er obedience, and after )ier obligacioun to Jier 

' SoB; 
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habitis and ojier uses. First, Cristis reule were fulli suffisant to 
alle men, and more free and more lijt, and of more autorite. 
How myjte ]>e fend for shame combre men wij- sich cloutinge ? 
And jif a man shulde wende aweie, it were noo nede to charge 
him wi]) )iingis fat weren unprofitable jif he hadde ynowj bisyde. 
And so as God forfendiji men to adde to his lawe, or for to 
drawe j?erefro, for it is made in ful mesure, ri^t so we shulden 
holde his reule bi whiche he techiji al Cristene men, neijier adde 
to ne drawe Jierfro, lest we peiren Goddis ordenaunce. And 
lidl errour in Jiis bileve growi]> to more in longe tyme, and (>js 
fendis blasfemye in God disturbliji ])e Chirche more and more. 
As anentis obedience, it is knowen J>at Cristis obedience kept 
clene were sufficient to alle men here on lyf, and o)ier obedience 
)iat is cloutid doi|> harm manye weies. For it supposiji Jiat jiis 
prelate erriji not in his commandementis, but ever more biddij> 
his sugettis Jie same ])inge ]>at God biddi|>; and Jrns ech prelat 
shulde be yliche-wyse and evene wi)i God ; and whan Jiej ben 
made prelatis bi synful menes as ofte falli|i, God shulde algatis 
jyve hem witt, and conferme hem in grace; for if [lei myjten 
after do synne, \>e\ myjten be proud in Jier prelacie and reule [ler 
sugettis amys a3en Jie comandementis of God. And Jian were 
it profitable to wante siche blynde leders, si|i affiance in God 
and proving of his governaile my3te not faile to men but jif {lei 
shal faile first. — Lord! whi ordeynede not God siche ordris in 
[« olde lawe ne in state of innocense; but distryede newe J>at 
weren mad? wher God be not as wise as he was in J* olde 
lawe, and ordenip now for his spouse as tendirly as he dide 
];anne ? And |ius alle newe ordres ben ful of beresie. And as 
anentis Jies newe habitis, certeinly |jei ben of )je fend, but jif 
Jiere be sum nedeful cause byndynge men jius to hem, for ellis 
Jiei weren superfine, and not of God but of Jie fend, si|> )wi 
tarrien^* mennis wittis and her kepynge fro Goddis werkes. 
But it is knowen ])inge to men j>at )ies habitis profiten not to 

iding of C ; A and B have ordeynede. cleaily the wrong 
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" Some words seem to have dropt 
out here, (though the MHS. con- 
sulted all concur in the reading 
given in the text.) which would have 
completed the sense, which is, that 



lo attach more importance to th 
friar's habit than lo counsels c 
commandments of God. is to d 
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werkes of vertues, but hiden [les ypocritis, si]i ]iei may wifi siche 
habitis be quyke fendis in Jiis world. And jif )iei profite bi 
ony caas, )iei done harm ofter, as doiji synne, and crien to men 
ypocrisie of siche ordris ]>at usen hem. And jif jies signes ben 
fals, [lei maken men fals Jiat usen hem ; and so algalis, si|> 
vertues myjte be kepte wi|?outen sich signes more pryvyly and 
sikirly, J>ei ben broujt in bi )ie fende, and specialy, to charge 
hem more ])an conseihs or mandementis of God. Ech man 
mut hav sum custom, but loke he wedde him not jierwifi, ne 
bisye him not liat it be kepte of many men, for ^ei ben dyverse 
and axen dyverse costoms aftir jiat God move]' hym. 



PE SECOUNDE SONDAY GOSPEL AFTIR OCTAVE OF TWELFl>E DAY. 

[SERMON XXXIII.] 

Nupiiaefaciae sunt in Ghana Galilee. — -JoH. ii. [i.] 

pis gospel telliji of Jie first myracle Jiat Crist dide in presence 
of his disciplis. And ]>us te!)ij> Jie story, pat weddingis weren 
made in a liiil dwelUnge place in pe contre of Galik, and Jesus ' 
moder was fiere, wifi Jesus and his disciplis. For as men seyen 
comounly, Joon Evangelist was weddid here^^, and Crist was his 
cosyn, and Ciistis modir was his aunte ; and herfore |iei weren 
horaelyer in ])is weddinge of Joon. Studie we not to what 
woman Jiis Joon was weddid, ne axe we not autorite to prove 
(lal Joon was weddid now ; fFor }iat )« gospel sei) here is ynow 
to Cristen feiji. And whan wyn/ailide, al pis fesk, Jesus modir 
seide to him, pn' have noo wyn. And herby jiis Lady ment on 
curtays manere as she durst, Jiat Jesus shulde helpe Jiis feste of 

• This myth, for it ia nothing to Cave (Aniij. Aposiolicae, p. il8), 

nioie, appears in its complete form in any of ' the Fathers and best 

in De Lyra (Biblia Sacra. Lugduni, writers of the Church." Bede (Prol. 

ij8(|). ' Dicitur communitcr quod in Joh. Evang,) says, 'Hie est Jo- 

istae nuptiae fuerunt Johannis Evan- annes Evangelista .... qui vlrgo a 

gelistac a quibus euni Christus vo- Deo electus est ; quern de uuptiis, 

1. ._»_ .: ___..^ . .. nubere, vocavil Deus.' " 



nioiiii per copulam camis,' There he does not identify these ' nuptiae ' 
is no trace of it in the works of St. with the marriage at Cans. 
Austin or St. Jerome, nor, according 
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wyn bi his myracle. But Jesus amwerede, strangely. What is pat 
to me and to Pee, woman ^ as if he seide, Y have not by my 
manhede of }«e for to do siche myraeUs, but Jierto nedi) my 
godhede; but afterward sha! tyme come whan Y shal offre 
my bodi ])at Y hadde of (lee, for savynge of maiikynde. And 
herfore notiji Austyn* how Jesus Crist clepi|> specialy in Jies two 
places his moder, woman, and here he figuride his speche in 
his passioun. And to [)is entent sei|> Crist,/n/ his hour is not yt 
comen, in which he shulde bi suffringe putte his bodi in werke. 
But his modir, supposinge ay good of hir sone, seide lo pt 
mynystris to do what ever he seide. And per e were at pe feste 
sixe water pottis sett, and ech of hem held a galmn or more. — pe 
Jewis hadden a custoum to washe hem ofie, for touching or 
seynge of fiinge clene ynow, as Seint Mark meneji in his gospel, 
Jesus bade pe servaunits Jille pe pottis with watir, and Pei filliden 
hem aUe up tope mouPe, And Jesus seide Pan, Helde out new, and 
here pe persoun : — an architriclyn was he, )iat was clepid to btesse 
l>e feeste, and principal' in Jie hous )iat was of J>re staget 
jif it were now a persone of a churche. And pei baren to pis 
persoun pe wyn pal Jesus hadde made. And whan he hadde tastid 
perqf, and wtsle not how it came, but pe servauntis misten wel pat 
drmaen pe water, he clepide pe spouse of pe horn, and seide to him 
pus, pf J men Paifesten oper putten first good wyn, whan [ler tast is 
freishe, for to juge \t goodnesse, and after whan pet ben drunken 
and per iatstfailip, panne he puttip wers wyn, but ^lou doist even 
Jie contrarie, for, pou hast kept good wyn unto pis tyme. p:> was 
pe bigynnynge of signes pat Jesus dide in Galile, and shewide his 
glorie, bi doinge of ]fis myracle, and his disdplis Irowiden in him. 

pis wedding bilokeneji love (tat God hadde to his Chirche, 
how he wolde bicome man, and be newe weddid to it. And 
herfor was Crist not bigamus, ne brake not his matrimonye, 

' So B \ and C have principaly 



" The intcrpretatiun hroughout 
this sermon is genenlly founded on 
S. Austin's eighth Tractate In ?o- 
hatmis Evangelium Compare the fol 
lowing passage Miraculum autem 
quod facturus erat secundum divini 
tatem facturus erat non secundum 
infirmitatem ; secundum quod Deus 
erat, non secund m q oJ infirii 
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taiiquam dicens, Quod 
ae me lacii m raculum, non tu ge- 
nuisli divimlatem meam non tu 
genuisti sed quia genuisti inlirmi- 
tatem meam t mc te cognoscam, cum 
1 SI I firmita? pendebit in cruce.' 
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siji ])e same Chirche his wj-f lastifi ever more, but wi]i newe 
wenchis is Crist now weddid, and on newe maner he kepte 
his firste matrimonye; as, if a spouse of a wife were newe 
cled, herfore were not dyvors made bytwene hem. A newe 
weddinge wi|> membris of )tis grete womman maki}i not divors, 
ne bryngj}) in no higamye ; as, if a wyf growide and hadde many 
partis Jiat she hadde not bifore, sche were not Jierfore lefte. 
i And ('US Ghana, |iat isgelousnes', and Galilee, fat is a tumynge 
whe!e, bitokenen J>e love of Crist [lat he hadde to conforte his 
i spouse in ])is weie, and brynge her after to blisse in jie chaum- 
i bre of hevene. — pe tumynge of ])is water into good wyn techi|i 
jliou Cnst made hs lawe more saverj as |>e wjne was beter fan 
I )ie water b fore And rijt ^s o substaunce is first water and sift 
wyne njt so o lawe ib first colde and sij) hote anl herfore 
seji Crist |)at he came not to fordo fe liwe hut to fulhlle }ie 
lawe and make it more saierj An I Irede we not Jjcs philo 
sophris to graunte hem a^tly fat |)e same substaunce is first 
watir and si)i wvne ne drede we not dyvynes }iat axen in ]iia 
cas what was maad newe ot Crist in ]«b mjncle si]) qualte 
, coloure or savoure of w>ne mav not be b} t sif As 
\uB^n se ) 3 we shil wite Jiit m)racle uf Cnst was wrou3t here 
so f'jt ri,t as water )at first was in Jie erjie is draw en in to pe 
)ne tree and si{> in to }ie grap s and bj tyme def)ed til Jiat 
it be wjne so Crist did ]»s chaunginge in a litil tyme but 
more myracle was of beteringe of his lawe anl )e moste of 
alle of swifte turmnge to it pes site water i ttis jiat helden 
]>is colde water ben men of [)e olde Uwe [lat ktiten Goddis 
lawe But }iei weren s xe fcr fro jeer to jeer Jiei kepten Jjis 
!aie ]>at was hard ^s stones and male hem colde on ojier 
manere Jian pe newe lawe for it makiji men lijt and hetij' 
hem, and confortifi hem as w\n do) mannis bodi '^s philo 
sophris seyn jies raesures of |)es vess hi, btn Jie olde cerymonyes 
jiat weren be den of God 'and,bum founden of Jewi'! and al ]jes 
weren filhd of Crist. But to anoj>er witt ])is -irch) trj clj n was 
1 ' gilausnesss, B and C. ' defied, B, C. 

j » ' Sicut enim quod miseniot mini- dem opere Domini. Illud autem 
stri in hydrias, in vinum conversnm non miramur, quia omni anno fit ; 
est opere Domini, sic et quod nuhcs assiduitate amisit admirationem.' 
: fundunt, in vinum converlilur ejus- S. Aug. loc. dr. 
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|)e manheed of Crist, for he made J>i3 mjTacle bi hi 
He was jie first }iat tastide ])is wyn and 5af it [les propreetes, 
bojie in him and o)>ers; and doinge of l>is myracle passide 
mannis feestyng, for God puttij) him silfe to be bolie mete and 
drynke to men J^t he fedif>, and he is J* best. For worldely 
festyng is first savery to man, and si)i it is bittir as wermode' 
to hym ; but goostly foode ajenward first is unsavery, and si|) it 
is swete, whan men deflen » it, for Goddis lawe savouri)) we!e 
whan it is defoulid, as spicerye jyveji smell whan it is powned, 
but dritte, 3if stired more, is more unsavery, and |ius l>e jyvyng 
of |)e lawe of God was ground and bigynnyng of Cristen 
niennis religioun. And {"US jie disciplis of Crist, alle Jiat he ha}> 
ordeyned for to come to hevene bi rijt bileve, trowen in him 
bi vertue of ])i3 wyne ; and ])us is Crist glorified in hevene 
and in er|fe bi strengjie of his lawe Jiat he Jius jaf. 

fRiDflE SoNDAi Gospel after Octave of Twelf|j dai. 

[SERMON XXXIV.] 

Cum d^scendzsset Jesui de monk, — Matt, viii. [i.] 
pia gospel telli]> of two mjTadis fat Crist dide, and conteynej? 
myche witt aboute Jies two myraclis. pe story telli|i how/«w 
cam doun of pe hilk, whan he hadde yrvun his lawe to his disci- 
plis, and a myche peple suede him, for devocioun ])at Jjei hadden 
in his lawe, and eke in his wordis. And Io,pere cam a mesel mam 
and loutide him and seide, Lord, yf pou woll, pou maist hele me. 
And Crist seide he wold, and hade him be hole. It is comounly 
supposid f>at |iis leprous man trowide {lat Crist was bojie God 
and man, and so Crist myjte hele him, but of his owne wor- 
f>inesse affiede he not )iis; and herfore he seide }>at, jif Crist 
wolde, he myjte hele him of his lepre, and Jian was Crist God. 
And God wolde jiat proude men and leprous heretikes wolden 
wel confesse |fe fei)i, and [lan shulden (>ei be hool. And Crist 
slretchid out his hond, and iouchide him, and seide, Y wok make 

' aormood, B; wormode, C. 
•■ The following passage, from the (he text; — ■ Forsof^e eerli, whanne 
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Pee hook, and able jiee Jierto ; and ])us doif) God to whom he 
jyve|) grace. And anoon was clensid />e lepre of pis man. And 
J)is hasty helynge bitokeneJ> jijs myracle ; and )iat Crist touchide 
)iis leprouse techiji us now |>at Jje manhede of Crist was instru- 
ment to his godhede, for to do myracHs |)at he wolde weren 
do', and |iat touchinge of leprouse men was ieveful to men )iat 
Jius wolden helpe hem. But Crist myjt not be blemyshid by 
touchinge of ]jis leprouse ; and so taujte Crist his everlasting 
good wille, and taujte us to performe Jie good wiUe that we 
have. And after Crisi bade him. See pal pou telle no man, hut 
go and skewe him tope preest, and offre pat yfie pat Moists bad 
tn witnesse of siche helpe. 

And so men seien, on |>ree maneris may })is word be undir- 
stonden. First [at ])is man shulde telle no man herof bifore Jiat 
he had offrid liat Crist bad him do. pe secounde cause and 
betere is, fiat Crist bad |>is, to teche us to flee boost, and fianke 
of siche men to whiche we done good hi maner of mercy; 
and |)us we shulden not telle }iis, hi entent of mannis [«.nk. 
pe [iridde weye sei}j, [tat Crist bad j)is negatife, to flee sclaundre 
of Goddis lawe and man, and flee boslinge of himsilfe, and 
conseyvynge of yvel of God. And, for ]ie olde lawe was )>an 
ceesid, Crist bad lille ]jis lawe as autor Jierof. And {lus whan 
a man shewi]) by his holy lyf, actif lyf, Jtat is two dowfe bryddis, 
or contemplative lyf, Jiat is a paire of turturs, hi siche signes he 
shewi]) l>at his synne is forjovun, and Jtat unto preestis ])at wel 
undirstonden jiis. And Jius synful men shulden conseile with 
preestis, and take of hem medecine to fle more synne, 

pe secounde myracle techi]) how Crist helide an he)>ene 
man, for love of centurion )tat kepte Capharnaum, Jiat was 
heed toun of >e contre of Galile. p/i centurio tolde Crist 
pat his child lay in his kous syke on the paksie, and was yoel 
lurmenlid. But Luke telli|> how jiis knyjt dide al ])is by olde 
men of jie Jewin |)at myche preisiden jus knyjt, and seiden 
(lat he was frend to hem, and bilde hem a synagoge. And 
Crist cam wiji hem nyje to [lis knyjtis hous, and Jiis knyjt 
seide }ius unto Jesus Crist, Lord, Y am not worpi Pal pou 
entre under my roof but seie oonly wip word, and my servant 
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shal be kool. For F am a man pu/l in pis place bi power of 
pe emperour, havynge under me kny^h's, for to do myn office, 
and y seide to on. Go, and he goip, and Y seide to anoPer, Come, 
and he comep, and Y seide to my servaunl, Do pis, and he doip 
it. And bi |iis wolde |)is kn}'5t mene [lat Crist hadde no nede 
to entre in to bis hous to bele fiis seke man, sij) Crist is God 
AJmyjty, under no power. Jesus herynge Pes wordis woundride 
in hise wittis : al if he wist and ordeyned bifore }iat Jiis kny^t 
shulde ])us trowe', and herfore seide Crist to Pe folk pat stteden 
him, Sopely Y seid to you, Y fond not so myche feip in al pe 
folk of Israel, nei)>er preestis ne comouns. Crist mente not of 
hise apostlis ne of his modir ne of his maynfe, for Jiei weren 
take from Israel, as Crist was here a strange lord. And herfore 
biheti]> Crist his Chirche ))at shal be of hejiene men, fat mai^ 
of pe este and -west shal come and rests wip patriarkes in Pe 
kyngdom of hevene, where children of ])is rewme shal be putt 
out, and cast into helle; pere shal he wepynge, Jiat is, sensible 
sorewe, and gnastinge of ieep, )iat is more, for it is peyne of 
harm of blisse, Jiat passij> al sensible peyn. And fesus seide 
efte to pis knyi,t. Go, and pi servaunl shal be hool; for as pou 
iramist, bi my grace, be it done unto pee. And pe childe was 
maad hook tnpe same houre, fat Crist spake Jius. We shal wite 
[>at feij) is a jifte of God, and so God may not ^yve it to man 
but jif he jyve it graciousely. And ])ub alle goodis Jiat men have 
been jiftes of God, and J)US whan God rewardi|> a good werk 
of man, he coroune|> his owne jifte. And Jiis is of grace, for 
alle |>ingis ben of grace Jiat men have of wille of God; and 
Goddis goodnesse is firste cause why he jyvej) men J)es goodis. 
And so it may not be jiat God do good to men, but jif he do 
Jies goodes freely bi his grace. And wi}> ))is we shall graunte ]>at 
men disserven of God ; for in grace ]>ei maken hem worth! to 
have Jiis good of God; but we shal not undirstonde J>at ech 
grace of God is a lump of Jiingis jiat may be bi hymself, but 
grace is a manere in man bi which he is graciouse to God, 
and o|fer grace on Goddis side is good wille of God. And 
for siche grace in God men resceyven grace in hem, and 
chiding of ydiotis, as was Pilagius and ojier, jiat conseyven not 

* So in B ; tfAve. A ; betrtw, C. 
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f>at a Jfing may be but jif it be bi himsilf, as ben substancis, is 
for to scome and to leve to foolis. For nyne kyndis of acd- 
dentis have contrary manere, si)j ech of hem is a manere of 
substance of a [ling, and it may not be by himsilf, as heretikes 
dreemen. And herfore lecve we jiis, and lerne we of fis kn3^t 
to be meke in herte in word and in dede, for he grauntide 
first liat he was under mannis power, and ^it bi power of man 
he myjt do many J)ingis ; myche more shulden we knowe \zi 
we ben undir Goddis power, and )fat we may do noo t>inge 
but by power of God; and jif we disusen ])is power, woo 
shal us be [lerefore. And so fis rote of mekenesse shal gete 
o|fer vertues to us, and grace of God to disserve mede of 
hevene and goodis of glorie, as it was in Jie gentil knyjte. 



pE fourJ-e Sonday Gospel after Octave of Twelf>e dai, 

[SERMON XXXV.] 

Ascendente Jesu in naviculam. — Matt, viij, [23.] 
pis gospel tellij) a myracle )tat Crist dide in )ie water, and 
syche myraclis confermen |je feiji of holy Chirche ful myche in 
rude men; al jif )iei ben hajrd. And so doinge of myracKs 
in water and londe bitokneji )iat Crist shewide his woundris to 
dyverse men. Sum resseyveden hem not to hele of her soule, 
for Jiei weren unstable as water, and fordiden soone Cristis 
prente^; but ojier men weren stable as loud, |>at helden Jie 
prente [)at Crist putt in hem, and bi {>e ground of siche fei]> 
^i wenten fulli jie wey to hevene. pe storye tellij) of Jesus 
Jtat he stepide in to a boots, and his disciplis sueden him. And h, 
pe water movede fast, so pat pe boot was hid with wawis,/or pe ■ 

wynd and pe water weren co?itrarye to hem : Criste skpte in 

Jiis tyme^ in )« boot, as he hadde ordeyned. pe disciplis comen 
and wakiden him, and seide pus to Crist, Lord, save us, for we 
perishen. And Crist seide to hem, What dreden y oflitilfeip? 
And Crist roos up anoon, and comandide to pe wyndis and pe 
water, and pei weren reslid anoon. And al pe puple woundride 



,, Google 



SERMONS. 

hero/, and saiden among hem selfe. What is he pis, for the wyndis 
andpe see obdshen to him ? 

Sife alle Jie dedes Jiat Crist dide techeii men how \€\ shulden 
do, l)is restyng of Crist in [>is boot bitokeneji lore to be markid. 
We shulden be tymes reste, and preye to God in scilence', and 
heere of him heelfii] lore |>at we shulden after teche jie puple. 
And )ius shulde techers flee preisynge of jie peple, as Crist dide. 
And j>is is a pryvy synne amonge men Jiat preclien to \& pupk, 
and certis it is a greet synne, for God shulde have al hool |>e 
Jiank. And |)us }« sleping of Crist bitokene) his verre manhede, 
and makiji his ^ myracle more, and to preye him hertlier in nede. 
And )iU3 al oonli we dreden for defaute of feif in us, and Crist 
slepiji not to us but for defaute of fei}>, for tie godhede may not 
slope, and 5it we speken unto him, Ryse, why slepist t>ou, Lord? 
and heipe us in jiis nede. And Jjus on two maneres faili)' bileve 
in men, First, whan men wantiji bileve, as Jies |>at trowiden 
not J>at Crist was God; for jif \€\ hadden trowid }>is hooli, 
(lei shulde have trowid )>at Crist myjte slepinge have done fiis 
myracle and myche more. On \t secounde mauere faiii]) 
bileve, whan it worchifi not wele in dede, but is ydel as a 
slepynge man; and jian cierkes seyen it is in habited And 
[lus may no man do synne but jif his bileve faile ou]>er on oo 
manere or on ojier; for jif he hadde freishely bileve how foul 
his sj-nne is, and hou myche it harme]) him, he wolde not for al 
{lis woride do [us ^jnne, but fleen it. And herfore preyden dis- 
ciplis to alarge him^ bileve, and Crist seide to Petre, Whi doutist 
])0U of iiti! bileve ? And Crist seide to a man (lat he shulde 
trowe, for alle jiingis ben possible to men |jat biieve. And 
shortly no kyn vertue was preisid more of Crist J)an was rijt 
bileve, for it is ground of alle ojier ; ne doute we not how bileve 
may now be lesae and now be more, sijj J>an partis of bileve 
myjten go awey and come newe, and Jian Jier weren dyverse 
bileves for dyversitee of parties. Siche doutes we shulden \ 
sende to fe scole of Oxenforde, and we shulden wite wel bi ' 
God {at dyverse feijiis in a man, now on' and now ojier, 

DB, B. 
« the language of Aristotle, not it irfpyfif. 
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make no fei]j in him, ghe, jif {le tyme be dyverse f^at )iis 
fei)) jius come]) or goijf. And jms may God encrese oure 
fei)>, and we by synne enfeblen oure feiji; and Crist slepiji 
ofte to us for siche slepynge of oure synne. For whan wyndis 
of mennis bost maken us to drede of worldely harmes, and 
flodis of tribulacioun comen to us, Jiei maken us dreden and 
crye on Crist to have helpe for failinge in our bileve. For we 
shuiden trowe |)at tioo siche a cas myjte anoy us but for synne, 
and jif it come for oure synne, it is just, and Goddis wille. 
\Vhi shulde we be [lus distemprid for [ling ]iat is ncde to come f 
Love we God, and do we his wille, and drede we noo ])ing but 
hym. For defaute in oure bileve makiji us to drede for siche 
fiingis. For Jies foure mannis aifecciouns, drede and sorewe, 
hope and joye, changen a mannis wille after )iat he haj) vertues. 
And if he be rootid in synne fei chaungen myche in a man, 
for he haji drede of ]nng of not', and after joye of worldely 
]iingis, and also sorewe of losse of J>inge Jiat were betere to him 
to want, and hope of })ingis ferre fro his heipe, as is welfare 
of )»is worlde. And alle J)e5 techen jiat his wiile is not sette 
on hevenly |>ingis, ne his bileve groundid in God for defaute 
of good love, for ech man shulde drede more loss of Goddis 
love by synne ()an he shulde drede losse of ony worldely 
Jiingis. For as bileve techeji us loss of Goddis love were wers, 
whi shulde we not drede jiis more, sif> it bringif> more harm 
to us, and hope more helpe bi charite }ian bi any mannis 
helpe ? And Jius cursiji jie prophete him jiat triatiji |ius in man. 
And here may men have a myrroure to juge wher jiei iove 
God and where Jiei ben in charite, bi ]ie ordre Jat [jci shuiden 
have jif |)ei loven God wel; Jiei shulde more have joie of him 
))an of ony er])elye }>inge. And so of his loss, jif it come; 
jif |>ei lesen j)e love of God bi ))er synne, Jiat )iei shuiden 
knowe, Jiei shulde have more sorewe Jierof )ian of loss of ojier 
Jiing. And )jis joye, wit> )iis loss, wolde make men to flee 
synne, Si]> many men with diligence fleen losse of worldely 
goodis, and kepen hem Jiat Jiei ben not dampned in siche !o3 
by mannis lawe, and drede not so myche to lese goodis of 
grace {lat be beter, it is ^open jiat charite is nol ordynel in 
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hem. And J)us of goodes of kynde, men drede myche to 
lesen hem, as reule of kynde techiji us, and comoun expe- 
riens; and jif ))ei comen to us, we joien ful myche, as we 
witen well; but goodis of grace we putten bihynde, and }iat 
fordoij) oure charite. And y.f we feynen falsehede in (les two 
])ingis, bojie God and our bysynes shal be jugis ajens us. 
Lord I whe})er traveilen we more, aboute goodis of Jies two 
Jiingis or aboute goodis of grace? Oure owne travel! shal 
juge us ; what preest bisie]) him more now for to sue Crist in 
vertues, (lan for to gete a benefice, or for to gete worldely 
goodis ? And |)is techiji ]iat he joieji more of worldely goodis 
jian goodis of grace. How ever })at we stryven now, oure juge 
shal dampne us at {le laste. And hi Jiis same skile, hope and 
sorewe shal jugen us, for we casten more oure bisyjies in hope 
of a worldely prowe \s.a v/t done in hope of hevene or hevenly 
hlisse |iat we shulden have ; and Jius we dreden more of loss 
of worldely goodis {>at we hopen |)us, Jian we done of goodis 
of blisse; and })iB reversi]) al oure lyf. 



pE FYF>E SONDAI AFTER OCTAVE OF TWELF^E DAI. 

[SERMON XXXVI.] 

Simile est regnum celorum homini qui seminavil. 

Matt. xiii. [24.] 

Cbist in [lis parable tellil) }ie staat of his Chirche, and sei{> 

l>at^if kyndem of hevene is lyke to a man Pai sew good seed in his 

felde. J)e kyngdom of hevene tellijf hojie logidere, Crist and his 

maynfe, but principali Crist. And herfore Crist is often clepid (le 

kyngdome of hevene, and jie Chirche, fat is his' wyfe, is o persone 

wiji him. And }>us )>e kyngdome of hevene seif) |)is spouse and 

his^ wyfe; but here is )tis kyngdom take for Jesus Crist, [lat is 

bojie God and man, and ordeynej) wel for his Chirche. ^is man 

sew first good seed in )>e feld oi ^\% Chirche; for he puttide first 

good fei]) in herte of his servauntis, and f>is seed is Goddis word, 

as Crist himsilf seij'. Ffirst fis seed growide dene, and broujt 

' So in C ; om. A. B. ' Wi, C. 
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for)) good fruyt, but (le fend had envye fiat )iis seed growide |)us; 
and pis man Pal is enemye to Crist and his Chirche cam and sew 
tares whan men werm aslepe. For bi dowynge of |ie Chirche 
and necligence of prelatis is mannis lawe medlid wi)j Goddis 
lawe. And J)es double mannis lawes, fe popis and t>e emperours". 
letten Goddis iawe to growe, and gnaren Jie Chirche, as tares 
gnaren corn, and letten it to [iryve. And f« fend went awey, 
and ceesside sum what to fempte men, for he was sikir of ]jis 
tare Jiat it shulde myche lelte )ie Chirche. And ])is is ]»e cautil 
of jie fend, to wijidrawe his malice and shewe signes, as 
myraclis, whan he hajj sowen yvel "ieed as if God were wel 
paied wi]i sowyng of siche seed And as wete somers nurishen 
siche tares, so lustful lyf of men Jiat shulden ilorishe in vertues 
bryngiji in siche lawes bibide wordis of bileve. And f>is letti]> 
trewe men to telle Goddis lawe, and letti|> )ie Chirche to growe 
in feifi and ojier vertues. And fir'it whan Jie Chirche growid 
wif) fiis tare, jit it was hidd long after }ie dowynge'^ but sil> 
was [lis tare shewid, and Goddis lawt hidde. For many wete 
someres ben comen to (le Chirche ind so mannis lawe growi]> 
and Goddis lawe is leltid, and lipeciali hi lawes of ]ies newe 
ordres. But whan malice of Jies lawes was knowun to trewe 
men, Jianne \€i and aungels spaken^ to God and preyd Him 
|)at jiei myjt gedre awey J>es tares, so )iat Goddis lawe myjte 
renne freely as it first dide. But Crist denyej> |>is to hem, for 
harm jiat myjt come, for good com myjte be drawun up 
bifore J>at it were rype, as trewe men in God myjte be sone 
kild, jif \€\ shewiden to myche ])is cause, of clennesse of Goddis 
lawe. But God haji ordeyned his seed to growe til it be rype, 
as God ha]j ordeyned his membris to helpe ajens )« fendis 
tymes, as longe as it is good |iat ]« Chirche profile here bi hem. 
And (lus jif sowynge of Jie fend tariefi here Cristis Chirche, and 
makiji here Cristis com ful ]>inne, and makij; ficke )ie fendis 
lymes, nejieles }iis good corn growe}) more medefulli to J* 
Chirche, for ))ei have more lettinge, but wel is him fiat may 
Stonde. And herfor biddi]) Crist, /a/ men shal suffre bops fits 

' So in B ; spabai, C ; speken, A. 
• The canon law and the civil law. Church by Constantine under Pope 
^ The supposed endowment of Ihe Sylvester. 
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iwo groue M fiiljme of repinge and pan shal he sey to pe repers, 
Gidert y Jirs/ pes lares tOf^tdere and bynd hem in knyichts to 
hretme but gedere ;e pt good corn to tny hrne. Tyme of |;is 
repinge is clepid |)e day of dome or elhs tyme nyj it, and 
Jjes repers ben good angelis )>at gederen partis of Cristis 
Chirche and l;es Ejood angels shil b>nde Cristis enemyes in 
knyichts ind after Jiei shal brenne in helle bi \^ ryjtful dome of 
God, and trtwe servauntis of Cnst shall be gederid bi good 
aungelis and come to Hevene as Goddis bern. And here sup- 
posen men, siji it is nyje domes day, jiat soone iiereaftir shal be 
distryed bo|> mannes lawe and her makers, and so, jif God wil, 
bojie ypocritis and tiynauntis ' shal be distiyed, as ])e Antipope 
wiji his court, and ])es newe religiouse. And J>an shal Goddis 
lawe regne wiy }ie trewe partis of his Chirche ; for, as )>is gospel 
telli]), }>es tares shal be gedrid first ; but at |)e day of dome Cristis 
lymes shal first be comfortid ; and so it semeji )at Crist speki)> 
here of tyme bifore j)e day of dome, and J'us he move]) many 
men for to trete [)is mater now. And prey we al devoofely [lat 
God do here as him lykejj, and stonde we stif in Goddis lawe, 
and preise we it bifore |>is tare. 

Many men musen^ of undirstondinge of l)is gospel, and 
fienken f>at it is foly to speke ajens Anticrist, siji treujie of 
Goddis lawe telli)) Jjat he shal vencuschen Cristene men for 
a tyme, and we may see ]fis at eye. And fms telli)> J>e gospel 
y^t God^ wole |)at tare growe til jie day of dome among 
good corn, but who shulde reverse God and do ajens his 
wille? Here shal we suppose comoun bileve and comoun 
distincciouns, fiat ben said in Latyn, and jianne me fiinkiji [lat 
we shulden preien Jtat Goddis wiile be done, as it is in hevene, 
so here in er{>e. And over ^lis we shulden stonde sadde in 
bileve of God, and lyve in vertues as Goddis lawe biddi)> us, 
and assenten not to synne of Anticrist |>at regne)i now, but 
have sorewe f>erfore, siJi Crist hadde sorewe for synne and 
wepte never but jries for synne, as Goddis lawe techi]) us, 
and resoun acordi|> herwi|>; si)) synne is moost yvel, and 
so we shulden more have sorewe for synne f>an for ony 

' tiraunlis. B ; lyrimih, C, ' mosyn, C, ' So in C ; ora. A ami B, 
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o|)er yvel. And f)us, jif we my^te lette synne, we shulden 
be Goddis proctours, al if we dien Jierfore, and profiteii here 
no more. But lyve we wel, and God failil> not to consaile 
us how we shal do, and )nis assente we not to synne but 
profite we as God biddij- us. And herby may we answere 
to [)e fendis argument. Suppose we Jiat Anticrist shal! vencushe 
trewe men for a tyme ; but ])is is in bodily victory and not 
in vencushing of treujie; for )ius he vencuseh!|> no man, but 
ever is overcome him silf. And )ms trewe men shal ever have 
mater for to fi5te goostly, bo)ie wi)j \t fend and his membris, 
Jiat ben wickide men of |)is world. And so wij) ]fis undir- 
stondinge fijte we wisely wiJ) )iis world, but algatis loke jiat we 
be armed wiji pacience and charite ; and ))an ])e fijting of t>e 
fend may no wey do us harm. And if [)is skile shulde move 
men to performe Goddis wille, never shulde man fijte wi) 
synne, for God wole )iat synne profite. But what witen we 
wher tyme be come jiat God wole jiat }iis tare be distryed f And 
herfore worche we wiseli, and fijte we a3ens }>e fend, sip jiis 
stondi|> wiJ) Goddis lawe and wi|) fiUinge of Goddis wille. 



(:£ Gospel on Septuagesime Sondav, 

[SERMON XXXVII.] 

Simile £sl rsgnum celorum homini palrifamilias. — Matt. xx. [i.] 
prs gos|>el tellij) bi a parable how God haji ordeyned for his 
Chirche fro {le bygynnynge of ]>e world, as longe as it dweUiJ> 
here. The kyngdom of hevene, %t\\ Crist, is lyke to a good huse- 
ioonde^; pat wenU first eerly to hire werkmen into his vyneyrde. 
pis housbonde is God, and Jiis vynejerde is his Chirche, and at 
jie bygynnynge of jie world he hyred men to wirche Jietynne, 
for alle {les men Jiat comen to hevene wirchen wel in jiis Chirche ; 
and her hire is a peny pat pei taken, for dai of hir ]yf. And ])is 
peny is hadde of men bi godhede and manhede of Crist. And 
' Eanie in the Scandinayian dialects has the sense of peasant, or small 
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ttftir pis acorde made, he sente pes werkmen into his Chirche. And 
pis housbonde wente out in pe pridde koure of his day, and say oper 
stondinge ydd inpe cheping lo be hired, andpisfadir seide to hem, 
Go y in lo Ttiy vyne^erde, and Pai ping pai is ri^i V shal ^yve 
^ou. pes werkmen ben seinfis J>at God hadde ordeynede for to 
travaile in his Chirche after jie first age, and |>ei stoden yde! in |ie 
way to heveneward bifore fat God hadde moved hem to traveile 
in his Chirche. And God bihijt [lat he shulde jyve hem |>at were 
rijtful hem to have, and ])at is ))e blisse of hevene, Jiat falli|f to 
)>is large lord. For it is uncerteyne to hem where j>ei shal 
perfourme )iis travail, herfore he biheti]> to hem to jyve hem jtat 
were rijtful. And pei wentenforp and wrou^im wel, werke of |>is 
vynejerde ; and pus he dide in pe sixte houre and in pe nynpe 
houre also. For God hirede laborers after Jiat his Chirche hadde 
nede, and so he bood' fii-st oo our and si[) two to hire 
He wente /orp ahoute pe enl^enPe hour , and fond opermen 
and seide to hem, Whi stonde y here al daiydel fro traveil af ]iis 
vynejerde^ ? And pei seiden to him, for no wan hadde kirid hem; 
and he seide unto hem, And go js in to my vyneyrde. He made 
noon o]ier covenaunt wi|> hem, for two bifore weren ynow. 

pes fyve houres bitokenen bojie fe elde of jie Chirche from ])e 
bigynnynge til fat Crist cam, and trewe men fat traveiliden fer- 
inne. For it is seid comonly fat fe world haf sixc eeldis. pe 
first was from Adam to Noe; fe tofer from Noe to Abraham; 
fe fridde from Abraham lo David ; fe fourfe from tyme of 
David to passinge in to Babiloyne ; and f e fyfte fro fat tyme til 
fe natyvyte of Crist, pe sixte age is undirstonde from fennes 
til fe day of dome, pan shal the li^t of Crist go doun fro 
dwellinge in f is world, and shyne in fe tofer worlde by mene of 
fe day of dome, and for notabiete ' of Crist. He tellif not 
hirynge for fis hour; and, for fis tyme is to come, and Goddis 
lawe is ful hereof, he tellif not of j)js sixte hiryng, but undir- 
stondif it in of er. Ne we shulde not knowe nowe f e quantite 
of f is age fat lastif fro Cristis ascencioun unto dai of jugement. 
pe traveile in fisvyne3erde stondif in fesfrefingis: firste, digge 
aboute {>e vyne rotis, and dunge hem wel, and hile hem fanne. 

' ahads, C. ' So in C ; A and E wrongly include the clause in the 
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pe secounde traveile in J)is vynejerde is to kitte wel ^ braunchis; 
and Jie )iridde traveile herof were to araile Jies growynge vynes. 
Sum of j)is perteyne]) to God and sum is done bi mannis traveile. 
God himsilf makiff [les vynes, and planti)> hem in his jerde ; for 
God maki]) trewe men, and jyve]) hem witt to bryng good fruyte ; 
and prechours ben helpours of God, and delven aboute bi 
bileve, but God 3yve]> }>e growynge, al 5if men planten and 
watren. For |)us dide Jeromye in jie olde testament; and Jius 
also dide Poul in \>t tyme of grace. And so ]>es laborers have 
nede to delve aboute Jies rotis, lest yvel eerbis growen |>ere, 
and basfard braunchis \vif>outen bileve. pei ben dungid wiji 
fyve wordis, |)at seint Poul wolde teche )ie puple ; })e whiche 
sum men undirstonden hevene and belle and weies to hem ; but 
]ie first word and jie fif|)e is jie holy Trinite. Whan Jies fyve 
sentencis ben prechid, and declarid on good manere, |)an {)es 
vynes ben dungid, and wele hilid wiji erjie. But wise men 
kitten ])es branchis, whan jiei wtjidrawun cursid men |)at ben 
superflue in Jie Chirche, and letten it to brynge for)> wyne. And 
to Jjis helpen myjti men }>at drawen fro clerkis worldely goodls 
Jiat )iei have ajen Goddis lawe, and done harm to his Chirche, 
but ])ei Jtat martiren Goddis servauntis, be |)ei knyjtis, be Jiei 
preestis, jiei be foxis \a.t ben aboute to distrie [lis vynqerd. 
pe railynge falliji to prelatis and ojier vikeris of God, jiat makiji 
])e atatis of men to stonde in \^ bondis. (lat God haj> ordeyned; 
and jif wyndis or ojier weders putten doun j>es statis to J;e erJie, 
bi vertue and strengjie of prelatis shulde )ies statis ben holden 
up. And so ech cristene man shulde helpe ])is vynejerde; for 
growynge of coolwortis and o))er wedis maken malencolie and 
ojier synnes, and gladen men not, to wende to hevene, but 
maken hem bevy to falle to helle. And whan evenynge was 
come, }>e lord of J>is vyneyrde seide to Ms proctour, and bade hem 
clepe pes werkmen, and jyve hem her hire, bigynynge at pe last 
werkmen unio Pe first laborers. 

pe lord of jiis vynejerde is }ie godhede of Crist, and |je 
proctour herof may be clepid his manhede. pis evenynge 
is l>e day of dome, fat sum tyme is clepid myd nyjt, and 
sum tyme clere dai, to dyverse men Jierinne, as )ie same 
tyme is clepid here day and here nyjf, here faire tyme and 
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hoot, and her fouie wedir and coold. Clepynge of ^ta werk- 
men is clepynge to goddis dome, ^t is Jie laste trumpe Jiat 
seint Poul spek)J> of. Crist shal bigynne at men of fiis last 
tyme, for men of |>is last age shal be more blessid, and be first 
in worjtynesse }jan men of ojier ages, sif) Jie manhede of Crist is 
in f>e sixte age, and his modir wij) aposdis shulen passe oJ>er 
in blisse, and so in ofier agis ))e later hadden more grace, sij> 
Crist is jie emperoure, fiat wendi)) ever alarginge. pe seven)ie 
age is clepid of men J«t slepen in purgatorye, and Jie ei^te 
age of blissed men in hevene, and in Jies eijte agis endi)> 
al ]iis world. 

And so alpes laborers take ech me his peny. Bui mm of pe first 
hour demeden pat pei shulden have more J>an men of |)e enleven|>e 
'horn, ffor pei Iravailiden first and longer. And Pus pet grucchtden 
a^en pe househonde, and seiden to him j pes comen in pe last houre, 
andpou madisi hem evsne to us. Pal baren Pe charge andj/e hete of 
^e daie of traveile. But he answeride to oon of hem, and seide pus 
to him, Frend, Y do pee no wronge ; for ofapenypou cordist wip 
me. Take pat is pine, and go ful paied,for Ywole ^ve pis laste 
as myche as Y wok jyve pee. Where it is not kveful to me to^ do 
wip n^ owns ping as Ywole? Wher pin eyen ben wickidfor pat 
Y am good? p«j shal pe laste be firste, and pe first be last; for 
many ben clepid, bulfewe of hem ben chosen, pis griitchinge of 
t>es seintis is not stryvinge of hem, but woundringe in soule, as 
Seint Gregore" se!]>. And so Jiis demynge and grutching J>at jiis 
gospel spekiji of is woundrynge in soule, and fiankinge of 
Goddis grace, jiat he jaf so myche joie to men for so litii 
traveile. For more joie Jiei my5t not have, but fulii as myche 
as {)ei wolden. And so shal al witen wel |)at God doif) no wrong 
to hem, but ])at he hijt hem graciously, he hajj fully ;yven hem ; 
ne noon of hem shulde grutchen ajen goodnesse of J>is just 
fadir, for he may jyve of his owne, more jian ony man may 



' So [n B uid C ; 



* See the niiieleenth Homily of 
Pope Gregory (Benedictine edition, 
Paris, 1705), vol. i. p. 1512. The 
labourers that murmured are inter- 
pteled lo mean the saints under the 
old dispensation, who, though Ihey 



had merited heaven by their good 
lives, yet obtained it not. till the 
descent of Christ into hell had set 
them free, and opened (o them the 
gates of Paradise. 
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; disserve bi muin ii,tw snt'^'^t or eicnhtde' of on) Lhiftire". 
And so God seij) t"> ech seint j-at he "iliulde tike his mede by 
grace, and so go in to jie bl sse of hevene nhere seintis shal 
ever dwelle n \ ees 



SoNDAY Gospel. 

[SERMON XXXVIII.] 

Cum turba plurwia.~—\.vG. viii. [4.] 
pis gospel telliji in a parable hou \2X holy Chirche growide 
bi graciouse sowynge of Crist, and growinge of |fis holy seed ; 
and in tyme of Sexagesime men sowen bodili seed, pe storye 
of }ie gospel telliJi, Whan myche pupk was come to Crist, and pei 
hastiden of citeis to keere of htm Goddis word, he seide hi a simili- 
tude ; He wettte out Pat sowip ay to some his seed in his lond ; 
but on foure maneres felle his seed upon his lond. Sum/ellen 
bi side pe wey, and was defoulid, andfottlis of heven ete it. And 
sum felle on a stone, and whan it was sprongm, it dryed up, for 
it hadde no moisture. Sum felle among Pornes, and Pontes grow- 
inge strangliden it. And sum felle in to good erpe, and pal sprang 
up, and made an hundrid fold fruyt. And Crist, seiyng pes wordis, 
cryede and seide to ]« puple, He pal hap eeres to heere, heere he, 
and undirstonde j>is witt. And evermore, as seintia seyen, whan 
God biddijt men heere jius, his sentence is presciouse and 
shulde be markid wel of men. And his disciplis axiden him 
what meni pis parable, and Crist seide unto hem, pal to hem 
was grauntid to inowe Pe privyte of Pe rewme of God, and lo 
oper men in parahlis, pal pei, seynge wif>oaten forji, ■■^e not 
wijiynne in her soule, and pei heerynge \ft wordis of Jie parable 
undirstonden not )je witt of jiem. 

Crist ss\Ae pal pis is undirstonding oi\\s parable, pe seed is 
Goddis word, fat felle to men on foure maneres.— pis first seed 
is Goddis word, fiat fell in sum biside ^t wey; for sum ben 

■ ony nede, C. 
» Tlie meaning is, " or according to the just understanding of any bargain.' 

Hosted b, Google 



SERMON'S. 

cambrid wi}i Jie fend, and so defoulid wi)i {le worlde |>at jie er])e 
is not able to take |)is seed and hilen it ; and herfore comep Pe 
fetid and /akip Goddis word fro J-er hertis, fwr hi, puttiji in her 
Jioujt stranffe ])ing fro J>is seed and so he taki]> fro Jier \ntt Jie 
vertue of Goddis 'feed And herfore it 11 perelous fo dwcUc jius 
hiside (le %\e\e, and be defoulid viJj Jie fend and vn^ sentence 
])at he wole teche pe fend takij) fro men Goddis word |>at )iei 
trowe not m it, and for, bi sui,he troujie men may suimest 
be saif Jie fend purposiji to take awey Goddi'j word, last |>at 
men irowen m it and bO be saaf pe fendis ma* dweUe in 
Lomoun we^e, where God wole not sowe his seed, and pike 
awe} ]je seed biside, and aspie unsow place, ind geilere [le seed 
[lat is sowen He haf> noo power of }iis seed, but power of ]ie 
man bj s>nne And ]ius men out of bileve, fat ben hardid m 
|)er untreu|fe, maken a comoun weye and playne, where fendis 
and beestis may freely go; and on iondis biside }>is weye ben 
many voide places, for many semen in bileve, but feiji is voided 
fro hem. ]?e secounde place o/"}iis lond Jiat Goddis seed is sowen 
ynne, is stony lond wi]) brood sioonys, upon which /ij ssedfallip, 
and stones ben hard and erjie litil, and for a lyme }>ei taken wip 
joie pe wordis of God [lat ben sowen, bul hem wanlip rooiis of 
charite; and so ]?ei turnen to )ie world, for coveitise of worldely 
goodis. And }iis seed wantij' rotis of love to stonden in Goddis 
lawe, for jiet loven more er)>ely goodis Jian )ie fruyt of bileve. 
For {lis seed of Goddis word mut be rootid in charite, so Jiat 
neijier poverte ne peyne ne manasse made of AntecrisE make 
men falle fro Goddis lawe, for stabilnesse in {le roote. 'pe pridde 
lond Jiat takiji Jiis seed is ful oi pomes and yvcl weedis, and Jies 
growen up wi]) Jte corn, and distrye good seed ; for siche ben 
3oven' to worldely lustis, and lustful ])ing lykejt hem, as l>ingis {>at 
plesen Jie bodi, as mete and drynke, and ydlenesse, and leichery, 
wi)> worldely goodis j'at susteynen bodily lustis. And {)ub it 
fareji as Gregory sei}) «: al jif rychesse liken Jie fleishe, nefeles 
|)ei ryven^ jie soule, and maken it bisye aboute veyn [lingis ; and 
Jius \€\ prycken and wounden Jie soule, as J>ornes done harm to 
lie fleishe. 

' So B; A has jyiie. " reyvci. C. 

" S. Greg, HomiL in Evang. xv. 5 3. 



,, Google 



WrC LI F'S 

And |ms |)is lond is undisposid bi ])ree enerayes of a man, 
(le which be, fie fend, jie world, and )ie fleishe wanton of a 
man. Of [les speken Joon and James, and Crist here in her' 
wordis; for Jies J>ree letten Goddis word to bryng for]) fruyte 
in niannis soule. And [lerefore, jif [ndu coveite in God Jtat his 
seed profile to J>ee, chastise wele t>es (iree enemyes jiat letten 
Goddis seed to growe, and ])an ])0U hast good land and wel 
disposid to take Jiis seed, and it bryngi)) in siche soulis friiyte to 
an hundrid fold ; si)> goodis of blisse |)at ben in hevene passen 
alle oure goodis here, as an hundiid done oon. And J«s in 
substaunce ben ]jis seed, and {>is lore is profitable to holi Chirche 
and makij) it growe, and reisi)t it fro }ie er(>e to fie heynesse of 
hevene. (lis seed ha)) many propertees Jiat fallen to bodily seed, 
for it is litil in quantite and ]>t vertue of it is hid, but Goddis 
grace mut quykene it, as lijt of hevene quykeneji ojier seed, and 
dewe of grace Jiat come}) of God, wij) \t hete of charite, norishen 
j)is goostly seed, and maken it growe up to hevene. But as \e 
gospel of Joon self), fie corn of whete fallifi in to erfe, and si)f it 
die|), and [>an it growe|> many folde to myche corn, pis whete 
com is Cristis bodi, )iat bicam man here in eijie, Jiat first was 
deed and sijt rooB, and broujte of him many partis; and Jius 
growide holi Chirche from oon to hir fui noumbre. But beestis 
and lymes of f>e fend be myche to blame for |>is fiuyte, for jiei 
letten it to growe many weies bi fendis cautelis, and sum, bifore 
fiat it be rype, J)ei kitten" and' letten fruyte to come. And her- 
fore hey wardis shulden be ware and do fier office in jie Chirche, 
for ellis [lei ben traitours to God, in fals kepinge of his felds. 
And venues of a soule, and specialy mannis pacience, ben as 
marie or dunge to men, and maken hem bryng for)) siche fruytis. 

Aboute ])is tixt may men doute, how j)is seed may wexe 
drye, or faile in ony wyse, si[i it is Cristis word, and Crist 
seiji )>at hevene and erfie shal passe and faile, but not his 
word. But here we witen how treu)>e of God may not faile 
in his substaunce, sifi it is kynde of God, [lat nedely is ^if 
oiQt be; but Jie fruyte ])at it shulde make may faile in men 
by synne of hem, And ]>us ])is seed hafi many names, and bi 
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many resouns is kiiowen, and bi diversite of resouns may men 
assoile )ies doutes. But moreover Jies men douten here, si)i 
God is sower of j)is seed, and He is ful of witt and myjt, whi 
sowiji he in yvel lond ? But here we shal undirstonde |>at noo 
defaute may be in God; but as he jyveji reyn and wedris to good 
men and to yvel, so he offrid his seed bo|fe to lond good and 
yvel ; and al jif fruyte fat it shulde have perishe ofte for mannis 
synne, nejieies substaunce of ])is seed may not faile, si)! it is 
God. And J>tis meneji Anselme', )»at Jiere is no treu[)e but oone, 
for ech treu]>e in his ground is [le first treajie of alle. And leve 
we to jonge men scole tretynge of ]fis matere, but jit men douten 
what move)i God to wifidrawe his grace fro men, and to lette 
|>is seed for to growe, as he shewijj it in parablis. But here 
self) Poul |>at no man shulde blame God for his good dede, si]) 
he doiji bi his grace al (lingis yaX he doi]), and wifidrawij) never 
his grace, but jif man unable him selfe ; and J>an bi rijtwisnesse 
of God nedi)> J>is synner to be punishid. But sum men seyen 
Jat alle Jfingis moten nedis come by God, and so what harmes 
comen in [lis world, profiten unto Jiis world, eijier' to make 
good l>ing beter, o)ier to make good anewe^, or ellis to preyse 
God and to joie for peyne ])at is to men in helle. And so Crist 
telli|> in parablis his witt for many causis. First, for men 
unworjii to knowe it ben biyndid bi derke speche; moreover, 
for men [>at medefuUi traveOen for to knowe t>is parable witt 
bo|>e shal traveile more medefuUi and betere prinle J>e witt }ms 
gate; and also, in siche parablis as myche philosophie is 
knowen as is nedeful for a man for to cunnen in jiis weie. 
And so, jif God ordeyne Jius, it is best }iat it be so. 

' f hIw, a ; for. E ; the reading in the text is that of B. ' So in B ; 

onewe.A; of news. E; of neta, C. 

» ' Improprie hujua vel illins rei 
esse dicitur [veritas] ; quonUm ilia 
non in ipsis rebus, auC ex ipsis, SiUt 
per ipsas, in quibus esie dicitnr, ha- 
bet suum esse ; sed cum res ipsae 
secundum illam sunt, quae semper 



praesto est his quae sunt sicut de- 
bent, tunc dicitur hujus vel illins 
rei Veritas.' S. Anselm Dialog, di 
Vtrilate, ch. xiiL The heading of 
the chapter is ' Quod una sit Veritas 
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QUINQUAGESIME Son DAY GOSPEL. 

[SERMON XXXIX.] 

Assumpsit Jesus duodecim discipulos. — Ltrc. xviii. [31.] 
pis gospel tellij) how Crist warnede his disciplis bifore of his 
passioim, to teche Jat he ordeynede it, and suffride not a3ens his 
wille, but chees for love (lat he hadde to man to suffre J>us and 
bigge man. Jesus ioke his twelve disciplis, and seide pus unto 
hem. Loo, we steien to Jerusalem, and alle pitigis.pat ben writun bi 
prophetis of mannis sone shal he endid, as Jjei nedis mote. Crist 
clepijj himsilf mannis sone blejieliche ', for }iis cause. Foure 
maneres t)ere ben of men |)at ben broujt in to {lis world, pe 
first man was made of erjie, but Eve was made of man. pe 
Jiridde man cam of hem two by comoun gendrure of man ; but 
Crist worshipid ^ womans kynde, and cam bi myracle of Marye, 
so )jat whan Jiat Crist clepijt himsilf wommans sone, or his 
modir womman, he specific]* his manhede. And so, jif prophetis 
and ofier men weren sofieli seid mannis sones, na|>eles Crist was 
propreli sone of a persone of mankynde, for he was a virgyns 
sone, wijioute man Jiatgate' Crist of hir, pes forfadris of whiche 
Crist cam, as Abraham, David, and ojier, gendriden not Crist of 
Marye, for she kepte ever her maydenheed. And so for worship 
of his modir, and of kynde of men and wommen, Crist wolde 
clepe him mannis sone, and specifie his manheed. Sixe })ingis 
tellij3 Crist to come in his passioun. First, Crist shal be y>vun to 
Pilat and kny^tis, to be slayn ; and alle |)es weren hepem men, 
and figuriden' }>at \€\ shulden be turned. And ypocrisie of 
Jewis, whan Jiei feyneden unleveful to hem for to slee Jesus 
Crist, telli]) Jiat )iei shulden be endured b. After Crist was many 
weies scorned, and aftir he was tormenlid, and after he was spilt 
upon ; and aftir |iis turment he was kild, and he roos onpe pridde 
day, as it was shewid aftir in dede. But disciplis oi Jesus undir- 
stoden not of pes sixe pingis ; for al jif Jiei herden }ie voicis, Jiei 
undirstoden Jian noon of Jies, for it was unsemely to hem {lat 

' bletkbe, B, C. E. " gal, B, C. ' Jigurid. C. 

» That is, dignified. '' That is, hardened. 
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ony of jies Jiing'is shulde falle ; and so jiei s«pposiden ^sX Crist | 
spake mystily in ))es wordis. And whan Crist cam ny-^e Jerico, ( 
a bljmde man sale bij/e weye and beggide, for synne of ])e puple i Tiit^tiind 
Jiat wolde not helpe him wi[>outen siche begginge, al jif Goddis j ''s"*^ 
lawe forfende siche beggers for to be. Whan [lis blynde man i 
herde )« •pu^Xt passinge wi) Crist in |ie weye, ke axide tvkat pat 
was ; and pel seidm a^en to him pat Jesus of Nazarep passide 
perbi. And he criede on him, and setde, Jesus, Pat art David sime, 
have mercy on me. And men pal wentm bi/ore Crist diatnedm 
him, and bade him holde his pees ; but he cryede myche more, David 
sone, have mercy on me. And Jesus ble{>e]i dide mercy whan he 
was clepid David sone, for it was ^o\ bi Goddis heste; and 
David was woundirful meke, and figuride Crist specialy in many 
])ingis (lat felle to him. And pus stood Jesus, and made pis man 
be broup to him, and luhanne he cam nye, Crist axide him, ■what he 
wolde pal Crist did to him. And he seide. Lord, pat Y see. And 
Jesus seide to him, pan iokepou,pi bileve hap made Pee saaf. And 
he saw anoon, and suede Crist, heriyinge^ God; and al pe puple, 
whan pei sawe pis, yiven loovynge^ to God. 

pe goostly sence of J>is gospel movej) men to vertues, a! if wysiicai * 
fleishely disciplis undirstonden )iis not. A vertuoas man must 
suffre of his kynde six maner of suffringis, as Crist dide 
here, and |>an in siche pacience is 'pis man ordeyned to go , 
to hevenly Jerusalem, as Crist wente here in er})e to bodili 
Jerusalem. A man shulde first be jovun to }>es hejiene fendis ; 
and [lei first scornen ]iis man, and tempten him bi his fleishe ; 
and si[i l>ei puten him on f>e cros to chastise his fleish as Poul 
dide, and si)i to die to |)is world, and si{) to ryse spiritualy, 
for }>us men shulden flee \tr fleishe and ryse to God in jier 
goost. And jif jies wordis ben scorned of fleishly men and ! 
worldely, ne|ieles it shulde be )tus, bi bileve fiat men shulden 
have ; and )>us we shulden sue Crist, suffringe as he suffride, 
and we shulden wende bi Jerico, and speke wi}) J>is blynde man, 
and do werkes of mercy to him goostly as Crist dide. — Jerico 
is ]>e mone", or smellynge j)at men shulde have, for ech n 
' So B, C, E ; beeryngc, A. ' louyng, E ; loti/yng, C. 

* Jericho means "' place of (tag- derive it from riT , Jareac 
lance," from rill, Ruacb, to breathe, moon." (Smith's Diet, of the Bible.) 
n'ln, to smell; older c 
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jiis lyf shulde smelie Crist, and sue hym. And rijt as )ie mone is 
principale planete after }fe sunne, so Cristis manhede is principal 
after his Godiiede. And as fadris of jie olde lawe smelliden 
Crist in ])er dedes, so myche more we shulden now smelie Crist 
in alle oure dedes, and ]>anne we shulden sue ]fis moone, and 
eende sikirly Jiis weie. For }iis smelie is Crist, clepid plantinge 
of rose in Jerico, and his weye is smellinge of a ful felde fat 
God hadde blessid, and l)is smel hadde Jacob and oJ>er fadris 
|>at trowiden in Crist, pis blynde man is mankynde |f3t was 
blyndid bi synne, and beggide bo|fe of God and man, for it 
was nedid herto. Ech man mote begge of God and axe of him 
his ech dales breed, and begge goostiy werkis of mercy of his 
brejieren, for ]>ei ben s!owe to do )fes werkes as Jiei ben holden 
to do bi {« lawe of God. And {.es men sitten bi [>e weye Jiat 
ben temptid of )>e fend, j)at taki}) of hem Goddis word, and 
maki)) hem pore in bileve. pes men heeren )>at Jesus passid bi 
Jiis wey in many membris, and )iei cryen fast on him to helpe 
hem in jiis nede ; but Jesus biddij> siche blynde men to be broujt 
to him in Jier bileve ; and )>ei axen first of Jesus, to see wel in 
rijt bileve. And men [lat ben worjii herto, seen anoon in fer 
biJeve, suyinge Crist and lovynge God, for )ian {lei witen how 
I'd shulden lyve. But {>es men Jiat comen bifore blamen faste 
Jiis biynde man and letten him for to crye and axe helpe fius of 
Crist. For many comen not wiji Jesus in [ler lore Jiat ]iei techen, 
but comen bifore him, and seien \z\. )iei ben betere [lan he, and 
suen him not in (ler lyf, but hoiden a lyf fiat |jei have founden. 
And Jies men fat smellen Crist in his lyf, and his lawe, l^ei 
clepen hem ypocritis. and maken hem ceese to speke of Crist. 
But |>es men fat saveren God bi suche wordis, speken more, 
and preien Crist to helpe hem to fe tyme fat fei ben dede, and 
ever fese' men smeilen more of Jesus Crist, fat is fis rose. For 
good fing comfortif men, jhe more whan it is more defouUd. 
And fus fei seen and suen Crist to hevenly Jerusalem, and 
loven him in word and dede from fe tyme fat fei have fis sijt. 



' So in B 



J. C i hs, A. 
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PE FIRSTE SONDAI GOSPEL IN CLEENE LeNTON. 

[SERMON XL.] 

Ductus es I Jesus in deserlum. — Matth. iv. [i.] 
pis gospel telli|) how Crist was temptid |)re tymes of [le fend, 
and how he overcam ])e fend, to teche us, how we sholde do. 
pe storye telliji j)at Jesus was ladde oj pe Holy Goost in to pi 
desert sone after his fastynge, to be temptid qj pe Jend. For (le 
fend temptifi men, whan he s«pposij> jiat Tfti ben moost feble. 
pe fend supposid j>is of Crist whan he hadde fastidfourfy dales, 
and resouns of fie fend, where Crist was boJ>e God and man, 
marrid him so Jiat he wiste nevere where |)is was so)) or fals. 
And ]jis coveitide he to wite, for jianne he wolde have lettid men 
to do Crist jius to \^ de|>, lest he savyde mankynde. It was 
not pleyne to )ie fend [lat Crist was God for Jiis fastynge. For 
Moyses and Ely bo|>e fastiden fully fourty dales, and jit neijier of 
hem was God, as \e. fend wiste wel. But Jesus bi his manere of 
fastinge passide bofie Moyses and Hely. For Crist fastide fourty 
dales, and neijier ete ne drank in J>is tyme, and he was in quyke 
age, and liatide wel to ete, and he was not occupied on o)ier- 
wise as f>es two weren. Moyses was in Jie mount wij> God, and 
fed wij) him in al ])is tyme. Hely was an oold man, and fedde 
wif) drede of Jie kyng. But Jesus was a jonge man, and fourty 
daies IyT.'ede wiji beestls, and sutfrid of God for to hungre more 
Jian ony ojier dide. And so Crist passide bo)je |jes two and 
Joon Baptist wij) hem, al jif he lyvede after comoun lyf to jyve 
ensaunple to his Chlrche, but Baptiste lyvede more coraounly 
peynfu] lyf t>an dide Crist. 

pe fend bigan to tempte first Crist at pryde and gtotonye, 
for him Jioujt bi )ies two he shulde sounest overcome Crist. 
P« tempter seide Jjus to Crist, y/ pou be Goddis sone, sey pat 
pes stones be maad loves, for \& fend wiste wele t>at |jis myjte 
God lijtiy have do, for Crist dide more wounder whan he made 
Jtis world of not, and whan he fed so many folk wij) fyve loves 
and fewe fishes, as jte fend wiste wele after, but jit j)is was hidde 



,, Google 



wrCLIF'S 

fro him. And here we witen Jiat cure philargis ben more foolis 
J>an is )>e fend; for \e fend wote wele [lat God may lijtly make 
slones loves, but oure philosophris seyen as foolis }iat fiis Jiing 
may no wey be. And so {le fend supposid of Crist, jif he 
were God, he shulde do ])is, bojie for shewynge of his myjt 
and for to ' abate his hunger. But here answeride Crist to 
|>e fend bi autorite of ho]y writt, and seide, // is wriiun Jiere 
inne pat not oonfy in breed lyveji man, but in ech word pat 
comep of Goddis nouP ; Jiat is, his vertue to speke to men in 
jjer soule; and Jiis passiji erf>ely breed. And so Jie fend 
failide foule in |fis temptacioun of Crist, for jif Crist wolde 
for pryde do )>is myracle, and make ])US breed of stoones, he 
wolde in comunalte ^ do Jiis dede, and not fus oonli in desert. 
And jif Crist rayjt ]>us make breed, he myjt Jms make bo|»e 
fleish and fishe, and fian Crist hadde noo nede )ius to hungre 
ajens his wille. And so )ie fend was a fool whan he temptide 
Crist ])us. But Crist answeride wisely, and for to jyve men 
ensaumple to answere bi Goddis lawe, and to love more it )fan 
erjiely |)ing. — A sophistre wolde denye )>is resoun f>at {le fend 
made to Crist, but he coude not teche j>us j)at Goddis word 
is more to love {>an ony er)iely mete, and so it shulde not 
be lefte j-erfore. And {>us jif we can answere covenably bi 
Goddis lawe whan [at we ben teraplid of pryde, of glotonye 
or ojier synne, we may wel overcome ^<i fend and ech jiing }iat 
tempti|) us |)us. For jif we love betere Goddis word |ian ony 
mete Jiat we shulden ele, we shulden not leve Goddis word 
and chese }>is mete ajens resoun. 

pe secounde temptacioun in which fe fend temptide Crist 
was done on {lis manere, for to move Crist to pride. \>e 
fend toke him in Id pe holy cilee, and as men seien comounly, 
Jie fend bare him over Jerusalem, as Crist were fleyng in 
fie eire, and putte him above pe pynac/e of pe lemple: [lat sum 
men seyen weren )>e aleis, and seide to Crist, yf he were 
Goddis sone, pat he shulde make him silf go doun. And herto 
aieggid fe fend to Crist ])e psalmc, ("at he myjte surely do ))is, 
for God bade his aungelis of Crist to kepe him in al his rtm'es, 

' So in B and C ; om., A. ' communele, B, 
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tesl he kurle his fool at pe sloone. And myche more Crist shulde 
not hirte him at fie eire, ne in his fallyng at ))e erjie, ne at no 
jiing {lat Crist mette. And here men passen foly of lie fend. 
For he wolde alegge holy writt in temptacioun of Crist to prove 
him Jjat it were syltir; but Antecrist deyne}) not to alegge Goddis 
lawe for his power; but he^ seij) l)al if men'denyen it [lei shal 
be cursid, slayn, and brent ». But |ius )ie fend temptide not Crist, 
al jif he were of more power })an ben J>es Antecristis dtsciphs 
to tempte Crist or Cristen men. But Crist answeride bi holy 
writt as jie fend aleggide it to him, and seide to jie fend [lat it 
was wri/un pat nonn shulde tempte pe Lord his God, But it were 
al oone to lepe doun |)us and to tempte God. And so, sij) Crist 
chargide more Goddis word jian ony worship or mete, myche 
more he chargide }>e synne ))us for to tempte God. — Lord ! what 
nede shulde Crist have to lepe doun J)us fro ]« pynacle, si]f he 
myjte on ojier maner surely come doun bi |>e aleis. And 3if 
men persejveden not ])e hejng' of Crist to )« pynacle, ne 
ber>nge of him o\er ]ie citee for mennys eyen as it is seide 
weren hid fro loUnje upon Crist, myche more men shulden 
not wiic hou Crist cam doun to Jie er)ie. For lesse it is to come 
doun from an hej place |)an to come ()ider. And |>us feilide 
foh of je fend to tempte Crist jius to pryde. But here men 
douten comomily what it is to tempte God, and it is seid 
romounh |>at ech man tempti)! God [lat chesiji )ie werse weye, 
and le\e|) Jw beter )iat he shulde knowe. And so no man may 
do ^ynne but jif he tempte God in a manere, for God dide no 
wronge to man jif he dampnede man for synne, were it never 
so li3t sj nne and jif his tempts nge were never so stronge. And 
)ius Jienken many men f>at who ever entre a newe religioun \al 
was not iirst ordejned of Crist, he temptij) God and synneji 
gretel) For two we^es ben putte to him. pe toon is re- 
Jigioun of Crist of whiche he shulde be sure bi feif> Jiat it is \e 
best |>at may be, and ])e toJ>ir is new founden of synfol servauntis 
of Crist, \s.t men shulden wite is not so good as Cristis ordre 

' bymg, B,:C. 

* This passage alone would prove raiia of fire and f^^ot, many yeais 
that there had been question among before the enactment jof the statute 
the bishops of tesorting to the/iWmo of 1401. 
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more lijt And so }iis man tempti> God jiat chesif) Jms \\^ newe 
ordre, and Jiis synne is comoun now among men for chesing 
of state. For who ever chesij) him a state to lyve inne, and to 
serve God, but jif he trowe )iat Jiis state be betere to him and 
more siker, |)at man in [lis tempti> God, and Jiis man mut putte 
awey {« worlde, )« fend, and his fieishe, fat fei disseyven him 
not in chesynge of siche state. 

pe jridde temptinge of ]ie fend made to Crist is ^us told. 
pe fend lake Crist in to an kill pat was fttl hi-^, and shewide 
}^m at pe rewmes of pis world and pe j^e of hem, and seide 
to Crist, A I pise skal Y ^yve Pee, y/ pou falle and loute me. 
And pan seide Jesus to pe fend. Go awey, Sapanas, ffor it is 
writun in Goddis lawe, pe Lord P% God Pou shall worskipe, 
and to him oone Pou shal' serve pus. And here men marken 
how }iat Crist was pacient in two temptyngis bifore, but in ]>e 
jiridde he myjte not suffre f>at ne he spake sharpely to |)e fend. 
And in ])is be we tau^t to suffre mekely oure owne wronge, but 
ajen wrong of God we shulden be wood to venge it. For Jms 
dide Crist and' Moyses and ojier men [lat sneden him. And {"us 
in Jiree temptaciouns oure Lord Jesus overcam ]ie fend by }>e 
wisdom of God, and autorite of holy wrytte. And jif we 
marken wel ])es jire, we may not be temptid of yvel spirit, but 
jif we have lore to overcome him, jif we studien wel [lis gospel. 
And after lies ]>ie victories pis greet /end lefte Crist, and good 
aungelis comen to him and serveden to him as to Per God. And^ 
sum men seien |)at ])is fend was Sapanas, ]« moost of alle, 
)jat &i\ was bonden in belle a jiousand jeer, as seint Joon sei]>, 
for as men seyen comounly whan a fend is ])us vencushid, 
he haji no power to temple )>at man, and specialy of jiat synne. 
And }>us dclyveride Crist Jiis world of ("is fend and his felowis, 
Jiat |)ei anoiden' lasse his Chirche after bi \is Jousand jeer. 
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PE SECOUNDE SONDAI IK LlKTEN. 

[SERMON XL I.] 

Egressus Jesus secessil -in partes Tyri. — Matt. xv. [21.] 
pis gospel telliji a myracle of Crisl to stire men to hope 
mercy, al jif |iei ben synful. pe story telU|) how Jesus ivente ouk 
o/Jude and /el in pe conlrees of Tiry and Sidon, ])at were countres 
occupied wi)) heliene men, and nyje to Jude. And hem visitide 
Crist, and lo, a womman 0/ Canaan wente out of Mr coostis, and 
cryede upon Crist, and saide fius lo him. Lord, have mercy on me, 
David sone, my dou^Hr is yvel traveilid of a fend. And Crist to 
contymie devocioun of (lis womman, answeride ml first a word 
to hir. And here may we lerne to contynue oure good werke, 
al jif God graunt not oure wille at )« bigynnyng; for God wole 
have oure herte devoute to him wijiouten ende, here and in 
hevene, pe discipUs cam to Crist and spake pus to him, Leve pis 
womman, for sche criep after us. But Crist answeride and seide 
|>us comounly' a, Y am not sent but to pe perishid sheep ofpe horn 
ef Israel, wher j)is woman be siche^. And bi Pis pis womman 
came and loutide Crisl, and seide, Lord, help me, and Crist 
answeride and seide. It is not good to lake pe breed pal fallip to 
children and ^yve it lo houndis to ete fro jjes children. And pis 
womman answeride knowinge Cristis speche, and graunlide pat 
it were good; as if she wolde menc Jms ; si]) |)0U clepist me an 
hound, and Y suffre mykely, 3yve }iou sum mete of children 
lo fiis hound, for whelpis elen of crummes pal fallen fro lordis 
boordis. And Jesus answeride lo her, and wiste hir entent', and 
seide, womman, greie is pi feip ; be it done to pee, ri^t as pou 
wilt. And hir doubter was heelid ri^t in ]>al hour. 

Here men douten comounly, where Crist mysseide Jtts 
womman or scomede hir, or putt on hir Jiat she was an hound. 



' So rightly in E ; A and B include llie words in the italics, 
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Or ellis al l>cs wordis of Crist shuWe be take axingly.— 
Here we shal bileve j>at Crist dide alle gatis evene as he 
shulde do, and \vs jif Crist scornede hir, >at Y dar not seye, 
scornynge was leveful, as holy writt proveji. For Hely f-e 
prophele bade priestis of Baal fiat >ei shulde strongely crye, 
leste [ler god slepte, or spate w'l^ ofier men, fiat he myjte not 
here hem. And |ias scorne)> Foul spekynge to CDrynJ>ios, 
Where Y dide lasse to you lian ojier apostlis didcn, but J>at Y 
toke not of 50U, forjyve je me {)is wronge. And so ofte in 
Goddis lawe is scornynge wel ment, as jif it were leveful done 
rood manere. But it is seide comounly jiat |>re (lingis ben 
hard to men, to scorne men medefully, or medefulli plcte wi)) 
men, or eliis for to fi;t wi|i man, bi [le weye of charite. But al 
Jiis may be done, as wise men )>enken. But for )jei ben pcrelous, 
many men supposen })at Crist uside hem never, but wente lie 
kyngis hye weye. And so Crist aside' bi manere of ques- 
tioun where it were not good to take children mete and gyve it 
unto houndis, as who seiji, Telle {lou, and Jius hejiene men 
weren clepid houndis of Goddis folc, for properte of houndis 
acordinge to he]>ene men. But jils womman mekely grauntide 
sif question, and Jius men clepid houndis may bicome Goddis 
childJen as it bifel of many he|)ene, >at weren convertid to Crist 
and made Cristene men. And |)us Crist preiside Jiis womman 
by hir greete fei>, and wiji jiis bodili myracle made hir soule 
hole, and figuride J)at hel>ene folk shulden be turned to him, 
and of men )iat weren first houndis shulden be maad by grace 
his children. And so }« word of Crist^, ])at he was not sent but 
to J>e seke children of Jacobis hous, was soo]) to jiis entent, 
[lat he was sent to hele }ies. For what man it be J>at Crist 
converti]) and savej> him in hevene, he is Israelis sone, for he 
supplantiji Jie fend as Jacob dide Esau, and he is maad a man 
{lat see]) God bi fei|>. And Crist is clepid |jus bofi Jacob and 
Israel, and o)ier holy fadris }iat figureden Crist, and j)us men 
ben maad by grace of |je hous of Jacob. 

But it were to wite |>e moral sense of )iese wordis, siji l^is 
kernel is more swete (lan sense of (le storye. Tyrus and 
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Sidoun weren of Jie lond of biheest, nye Jie hill of Libanye, 
but Israel sufficide not to cast hem out of )>is lond, and so 
hepene folk dwelten [lere til |iat Crist came a. And so Yis 
paynym womman is ]>e substans of mennis soule, t>at is moved 
of God to preye for hir doujtir heele. For bojie vertues of J>js 
soule and werkes |jerof ben drecchid' of [le fend and lyven un- 
medefuUy. And suche a soule weiidi)t out of )ie coostis of 
Chanaan, ffor it forsaki]) |je paynyni life J>at it was before inne, 
and it seke|) not oonly Crist in }« hous but upon [le weye, and 
cryeji on him keneli '' whan by contemplacioun it is devoute in 
God. And in doinge of werkes iL preieji to him Jiat it do fully 
to plesaunce oi' God, And interpretacioun of Canaan acordi)), 
si]> Canaan is chaungid or chaunging ^, and a soule f>at is first 
hejiene and )ius turned to Crist is chaungid by myracle more 
{■an ony body. And Crist norishi) and scharpiji Jie preier of 
siche soulis ti! j'at [lei ben worjii to have grace of him. And so 
|>es soulis knowun pat Jiei ben seke sheepe of J>e hous of Israel 
Jiat have nede of confort. And j>ei seien Jiat siche whelpis 
shulden ete trenchours of lordis, and knowe how God h3f> fed 
his children, and so do bi hem. For it is Hjt to God to make 
of siche whelpis hool sheepe of Jacobis hous, and )ius converle 
her soulis. And jius bi greetnesse of fei[i enfourmed wi)i charite 
ben siche souUs maad hool, and turned unto Goddis children. 
And rijt as in Cristis tyme, and after bi hise aposdis, he turnede 
many hejiene men to Cristis religioun, so now in tyme of Ante- 
crist ben Cristene men maad heJiene, and reversen Cristis lawe, 
his lore and his werkes. As now men seyen Jat )iei shulden, bi 
lore of }«[ fei|>, werre upon Cristen men, and tumen hem to }te 
pope, and slee fier persones, J)er wyves, and (ler children, and 
reve hem )jer goodis, and )ius chastise hem. But certis }iis 
came nevere of chastyment of Crist, si]> Crist seiji he cam not to 
lese lyves, but save hem. And herfore ])is is chastyment of |>e 
felle fend, and nevere chastyment of Crist, fiat uside pacience 
and myraclis. For Crist techi]) in his lawes [lat al j)at we shulden 
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wille jiat men diden slvilfulh tn us we shulden do to hem But 
what man wolde bj skile be Jus chastisii of h: broker for 
manms obelience j>at he duuti]) to be a fend? Crist avide not 
siche obedience to be done to him lut who sn wolde wiji good 
wille obeishe to him wij)OUten jifte Crist wolde take hem to 
grace but lies men taken to tiraiitne But as }ie sixte sermoun 
seijts scnbis and phansees seiden Jiat man sle>nge was forfendid 
but nei])er jre ne yve) word But Cnst d fline)) Jius Jiat who "io 
IS wroji to his brojier is worjji of jugement to be dampnyd in 
belle and who so wij) jiis ire spekej) wordis of scorne he is 
wor[.i to be dampned bi counst.ile of }>e Tnnite And whoso 
wij" |)iij wra)ie ';peki]) folih wordis of sclaundre he is wor[)i to 
be punishid wi|> |)e fier of belle Myche more j f preestia now 
wijKJUten cause of bileve sleen' manj J>ousand mtn fei ben 
worjn to be dampnjd — Croiserjc ne assoihnge fe\ned now of 
prehtis shal not at |ie daii. of dome reverse Cn'-tis sentens 
And take we hede to Jies Jiree [lat Crist chargil) bi ordre wral« 
and icorneful sfcche and fob speche of sclaundre and to |)es 
Jiree Crist shapij> jugement conseil and fe fier of belle It is 
hard to be dampned bi jugement of Crist s manhcdc but it is 
hardere to be dampnyd bi con eile of Jie Tnnite lut it s 
hwdest to be putt bi Jies to |>e fier of helle Lord i ;if God 
punishe ]fus wiUe ind mannis wordis mjche mnn. shal he 
punishe wille word and wickide dede 



pE t.RiDDE SoNDAY Gospel ik Lenten. 
[SERMON XLII.] 

Erat Jesus ejicum demonium. — Luc. xi. [14.] 

pis gospel telliji how Jesus bi a myracle and witty wordis 

enformeji his Chirche to flee synne and perel ferof. pe storye 

te!lif> how Jesus was castynge out a fend of a man and fits /end 

was doumhe. For he made J-is man dombe. And whan he 
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hadde cast oui pisfmd, pis man domhe btfors spake and the puple 
woundride hirofiat gretnesse of \^ myracle. But \& enemyes 
of Crist, as weren scribis and pharisees, whan J>ei myjten not 
denye fiis dede, for it was open to )« puple, Jiei enterpretiden 
it amys ; and seiden pat Crist dide suche woundris in pe power 
of a/end, to whom he servede bisily. And pis /end was clepid 
of hem Behahub,a^ prince nfoper. Andjies men f>at defameden 
Crist l>us weren preestis or pharisees; but oper mm bi !asse 
envye ' axiden of Crist a signe of hevene, to conferme ["at he dide 
}iis bi )ie venue of God. Bui Crist when he knew pere pou^is, 
Jiat Jtei weren turned )ius fro treujie, bi many resouns proved 
hem )jat Jiei weren fals in jioigt and word. And first he seide 
|)us to hem, Eck rewme dividid in him silfe shal be desolatid, 
and kous shalfalh upon hous ; and pus yf SaPanas be dividid in 
him silfe as y seien, how shal his rewme stonde stably wijiouten 
eende? For sifi je seien jiat Y cast out a fend bi anofer, 
nedis o fend mut be contrarye to anojier. pe first word Jiat 
Crist toke is so)i by open resoun, for Jie strengfie of a rewme 
comet" of acord of ])e partis of it, and ^if oon contrarie)> anojier, 
nedis jie strengjie is enfeblid. And jif [le partis mut ever iaste 
and oon wite ano)'eris state, ]>at rewme mut nede be desolate, 
al jif ])es partis shal Iaste ay ; for on hous of a more myjti 
prince shal falle upon ano|«r hous, and bi fijtynge amonge hem 
shal al {>e rewme be febUd, siji [les partis, ful acordid, shnlden 
helpe )iis rewme and make it strong. And ri5t as a ruynous 
hous falli)' on anojier and brekeji it, so o maynfe of a rewme 
fallij) on ano(ier and enfebli)i it. And so shulde it be of \& 
fendis, jif o prince contraried anojier. And so ^if Sat>anas, 
prince of fendis, be [jus dividid in him silfe, how shulde his 
revmie be strengjiid by dedes )iat Crist doiji ? but myche more 
Cristis rewme, Jiat is streng[)id ajens the fend, shulde have 
ano}«r prince contrarie to Sa)janas. Also, ;if Y cast ml a fend 
in vertm of Belsabub, ^our children, |>at ben my postlis, in whos 
name shulden pet cast out fendis ? Certis not in my name, for 
lian y were a wickide man, and si]* \>t\. done Jjus comounly in 
my name, [lat is Jesus, /«' shal juge ym as fals in Jiis interpre- 
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tacioun. Suf certts yf Crist casl out pus pe fendis in special 
werk of God, J>e rewme of God, Jiat is his Chirche, is comen^ 
ajnounge hem. And so {w heed of j)is Chirche, confrarye to Sa- 
(lanas, is comyti among hem, in whos vertue |)es dedis ben done. 
And so hi chasynge of }>es fendis done hi Crist in fis manere, 
myjte Jiei wele wite fiat Crist was evene contrary to Jie fendis, 
and [lan Crist was a spirit ))at was nedis bojie God and man. 

Also yf a strong man wel artmd kept his castel, alle pingis 
pat he hap peryrme hen surely kept in pees : and. yf oon stronger 
pan he com on him and vencushe him, he wole take awey his 
armes in which he affiede him. And si)! jiis is done to fendis, 
as je may se hi )«r dedis, je mnt graunt |iat a prince more 
strong ])an Jie fend is comen. pis strong man is ]ie fend; his 
armes ben his cantelis ; his castel ben his lymes J>at he dwelliji 
inne. pe strenger is Crist fat comej> upon t>e fend; Jiat ven- 
cushide )ie hede fend, in his Jire temptaciouns, and ofte tymes 
he cast out fendis of men. Al \t cautelis of |>e fend toke Crist 
awey, and kyndely vertues of men Jiat \^ fend spuylide Crist 
delte graciousely a3en, as fie gospel telliji. And as Matheu 
sei|), Crist toke awey J>e vesselis of men [lus segid wifi fendis, 
whan he dide awey her synnes, |)at weren ful of venym to 
3yve men to drynke, and ])e poweris of fie soule Crist fillid 
wif> vertues. Also, Jie generalte of lordship of Crist shewifi fiat 
]ie fendis ben contrary to him ; for whoever is not wip Crist, he 
is ayns him, as whoever is not wi]) troujfe holdifi wi(i false- 
hede ; and who ever gederip not wip Crist, scaterip of his good. 
And sifi ]ie fend is not wi]) Crist, he mut nedis be ajens him; 
and herfore comaundide Crist fie fendis fiat he caste out fiat 
fiei shulden not speke to witnesse his Godhede, for f«s weren 
fals witnessis to prove siche treufie. And here supposifi Crist 
fiat he is treufie, and fiat f>e fend is fadir of lesyngis, and )>at 
his lordship hafi noon enemye but falshede. And fianne is f>e 
resoun pleyne bi his general lordship and bi his contrarite 
of fie fende fiat was ofte shewid. 

And after fies fyve resouns Crist tellif> a sharpe sentence of 
malis of f>e fend and how |iat it is endid. Whan an unclene spirit 
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is iveni out from a man, he waundrip hi drye placis and sekip him 
rests ; and whan he findtp noon, he uip io him sil/e, V shal turne 
ayn lo pat house Pat Y cam of. And whan he comep to J/at house, 
hefyndip itydel, clensidwip besemes^,andshynyngely arrayed, pan 
he goip and takib wip him sevene oper spiritis worse pan him sil/e, 
and pet, entrid in tope man, dwellm in him, and pus pe taste of pis 
man ben worse pan he was Mfore. JHs unclene spirit is Jie heed 
fend, and ])is man ensegid bi him is [>e kynrede of )ie Jewis, 
of whom Crist shulde come, and J>erfore he assailide it ; but 
patriajkes and holy fadris foujten wele a^en J>e fend, J)at him 
Jioujte he hadde not Jiere a plesinge place to dwelle inne. 
And so he wente to hejiene folc }iat weren wijiouten grace, and 
yX he likide not wij) hem for Jier kyndely resoun. And fanne 
|je fend seide to him silfe Jiat he wolde go ajen to generacioun 
of Crist and perverte it more. And in tyme \a\. preestis 
regneden, he entride to aspie it, and he fond it ydel from 
kepyng of Goddis lawe, and occupied wi]) mannis lawe \a.\ 
ow-n de un o o tise. And bi |>is |»ei swepten comynalte of 
m n ani nad n h m bare and colde as floures ben maad. 
Bu hou of p s weren worldely arayed, and \€\ kepten 

a n n s m j of her fynding, and bi ])es }ie fend jioujt 
\ he shuld o o ne hem. And he gidere to him al manere 
of fendis, and dweite wil> ])is peple, and made hem worst 
men; for Jiei growiden ever in malice, til \€\ hadden killid 
Crist. And ])us, seiji Crist, shal be to Jiis worste kynrede, siji 
ende of mennis wickidnesse was to slee Crist. And so, it is 
lickely ' l>at Jte Chirche fariji now bi sleynge of treujje jiat is 
Goddis lawe, so ["at men in erl>e, clepid Crislen men, passen 
in malls' Jewis and Sarasynes. And rote of fiis malice is co- 
veitise of preestis, and ievynge of Goddis lawe, and hijyng of 
mannis lawe, Bi |iis is )ie comynalte of puple maad pore, and 
swepte as J>e pament from hilyyng of stree, and coldid in cha- 
rite, bo[ie [>ei and preestis. But housis of preestis ben worldely 
arayed, and \\^ aray is hid from partynge of comounes. And 
}iis is wey of Antecrist, and ende of >e last yvel. And soone 
after (lis lyfe shal come [« dale of dome, but bifore, jif God wole. 
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the Chirche shal be mendid. And |)is is \e moost perelous 
harme |>at {>e Chirche hadde ever, for cautelis of Antecrist 
disseyven many men. And whan Jesus sat'de pes wordis, a 
offiepuph keyed' her vois and seide pus io Crist, Blesstd 
nbe pal bare pee in io pis world, and blessid be pe lelis 
pat pou hast soukid. But Crist blessid more pes men Pat heeren 
Goddis word and kepe it wijiouten lesyng, as oure Lady dide ; ffor 
Jiis bi himsilfe makiji a man blessid. And it is lickely fat 
Jiis womman undirstood Cristis wordis, and herfore she bleaside 
lie moder }iat bare sich a child. 



^Y. FODR>E SONDAY GoSPEL IN LbNTEN. 

[SERMON XLIII.] 

Abut Jesus trans mare. — John vi. [i.] 
pia gospel telli]) )« first febtc J>at Cnst made to |w puple, 
bi multiple nge of mete, as Jire go'ipelis tellen pe story telliji 
\21tjcsus wenlt. our pe waler of Gahle pat is chpid Tiberiadis, 
and many o)>er name's, for centres and founs Jiat it jede bi- 
twene And a greet multitude suede Cnst htn.,/or pat pei seien 
pe signts pat Cnst dide on ij,ie mtn And Jesus whan he cam 
'er ])is w-iter of Galile, he wente in to an hill and sate pere 
ip ktst dtsctphs And Paske was Jul nyy, a greet feste among 
Jewis And whan Jesus cast up his eijtn, and saw a Jul grete 
multitude was conun to htm, ht siide unto Philip, Wherof shot 
we bigge holes, pat pes men ete And pis seidt Crist io temple 
Phihp. for he wisl what he was to do And Philip seide to 
Crist pat loovts of two hundrid pens sudden not to hem,pat ech 
man take a litil Tihat And oon of Cristis disaplis, Andrew, 
Pelris broper, setdt to Crist, per was a child pat hadde fyve 
barfy lm.es and two fishes, but what ben pes among so many 
men / And Jcsus setde to hem, to make hem sitle doun to pe 
mett,Jo} pen was m^he hay in pe samt place and so Jm sate 
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loj/e mete, as fyve pousand mtn. And Jesus ioke]/es fyve locves, 
and ^af pankynge to God, and delide among pes sillinge mm, and 
also of pe fish's as myche as pet wolden. And whan pet weren 
fillid, Crist seide to his disdplis, Gedre yPat ben lafte relefes pat 
pel perishe not. And so pd gedriden and filliden twelve cofynes 
of rely/ of fyve harly loves and two fishis pat weren lefie of hem 
pat hadden ete. And pes nun, whan pet hadde seen pe signe pat 
Crist hadde done, pei seiden pus of him, pis is a verre propheie 
pat is come in topis world. 

pis bodily fode bi whiche Crist fedde |)e folc, bitokene|i 
goostly foode bi whiche he fedeji mankynde. His passynge 
over Jiis water with his disciplis, is passyng over worldely 
perilis to take Goddis lore. Cristis sittinge in jiis hille is 
rysyng to spiritual lyf, and Cristis lokyng on Jie peple is 
goostly mercy do^ to hem, and steiynge in to )ie hille of 
Jesus wiji his disciplis is takynge of goostly lyf for to lerne 
Cristis lawe, Axinge of Philip, jiat was made to shewe ^ 
rayracle |>e more, and for to have beter in mynde, is fillinge 
of Goddis word in dede. pes fyve looves J-at Andrew shewide 
ben harde lyfe ])at men moten lyve bifore ))ei kunne Cristis 
lore; and two fishes ben |)enkinge of God and hevene. Sit- 
tinge doun in )ie hey, is meke Jiou^t of mennis freelte. And 
so Andreu undirstood more J'an Philip j)at God j)at multiplied 
mete, as J>e lawe teliijj, by Helyse, my;t lijtly multiplie )>is mete 
and so fede a! |iis peple. But wijKDuten myracle niyjte not so 
myche puple be fedde of Crist. And Jies fyve |>ousend of men, 
wijiouten wommen and children, ben jie noumbre \a.t shal be 
savyd bi jiis spiritual foode; for fyve is a roimd nombre }>at 
turneji wijiouten eende in to him silfe. And so not al jiat ben 
fed ])us shal come to }ie blisse of hevene. pe twelfe coffynes 
of relyfes, ben alle j)e seintis gloses Jiat be gedrid of Goddis 
lawe to fede J>e puple afterward. And goostly lore ha|) properte 
to be multiplied in men; for of o lore comeji anojier, and al 
is fie same treujie. And bi ]iis fode men fianken Gnd, and 
seien Jiat Crist is |iat grete prophete \3X is to come in to jiis 
world, and fille it of hevenly lore. For of o|jer myradis of 
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Crist ))is myracle is oon of Jie most, ]>at so fewe disciplis 
of hise filliden J« world in so short tyme wi|) ("c same gospel 
of Crist; and he it was Jiat dide )iis myracle. 

And here men moven ]>re doutis. First, how Criste absentide 
him fro Jerusalem at |jis Paske, siji Baptiste hertely reprovede 
Heroud, and Crist was more hardy [lan Joon for to suffre passioun 
for {« love of maiJcynde. But here we trowen fat Jesus, siji he 
was bo|)e God and man, dide alle his dedis at point devys, and 
myjte no wey be amendid. And Jius he absentide him now 
to prophite' more to his Chirche, for his tyme was not come 
to die at jie Paske, Jiat he hadde ordeyned. For, as men seyen 
comounly, Crist raoste passe (lis secounde Paske, and in [le 
(iriddc Paske die gladly for mankynde. And so Crist suffride 
more freely \An Baptist or oljer martiris. But he was more 
nedid bi wisdom to suffre as him silfe had cast, and so, as 
Crist himsilfe hadde ordeyned. Baptist shulde die bifore, and 
so go to purgatorye and be taken out bi Crist. And |;us Crist 
jaf ensaumple to us to fle deji, wlian he move{> us, as al his lyf 
was ensaumple to teche men how )iei shal lyve. pe secounde 
doute is axid here, whi Crist wolde not take fe rewme of Judee 
Jiat was owid to him, si)) f^ puple preferide him anoon, aftir 
Jiis myracle fiat Crist had fedd [lus {le folk. But here men 
seyen, as to Jie first, fat it were a manere of biggynge to have 
fie rewme for suche a feste, and of puple fiat was so symple. 
Also, al jif Crist was kyng, he wolde not fius regne worldely, 
ne him was owid no siche rewme, sifi God wolde not fiat it 
were so. Also Crist ordeynede bim silfe to !yve wifiouten 
wronge of ony man, and so he wolde not regne fjus wijiouten 
fje emperour's leve, fiat men shulden wite fiat his !yfe no weyc 
reversid fie emperour. And so witnessis fiat accusiden him io 
tyme of his deefi weren opynly fals. And fius as oure Lord 
forsoke to be preisid of J>e fendis, so he forsoke now to take 
fie rewme f>us of fiis puple. — pe firidde doute fiat suefi f>es 
two is, how Crist my5te disserven in suffringe of his passioun, 
sif) he was nedid to suffre fus. But here we witen, as Crist 
was nedid to suffre and die as he hadde ordeyned, so he was 
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nedid to have blis for Jiis wilful passioun, s\^ al Jiis passioun 
of Crist was more wilful Jian any ofier my^t be. And for myche 
wilfulnesse was his passioun more medeful. And here {les ' 
blynde heretikes wanten witt as ydiotis, whan ))ei seien ^aX j 
Petre synnede not in smytynge of Malcus ere, but jaf en- 
saumple to preestis to fijt. And )jus Crist lettid him to iijt 
more J for hadde Petre and o'ftT apostlis foujten |jus, fianne 
)jei hadden lettid Jie passioun of Crist and savj'ng of mankynde. 
But here Jies blynde heretikes, |)at ben unable to conseyve 
sutilte of holy writt, shulden first leme Jier owen wordis. So|) 
it is ))al al }>ingis mut nedis come as God hath ordeyned, 
and so ech dede of Crist muste nedis be done as he dide it. 
And ])us jif men shulden not sue Crist here, for he muste 
nedis suffre, no Cristen man shulde sue Crist in no ])ing )>at 
he dide. For alle ]ie {"ingis f)at Crist dide musten nedely comen 
as })ei came, and so siche heritikes musten nede suen Antecrist 
and he dampnyd wi)) him, for defaute of her bileve. And 
jif |iei seien \isX )>is is fals, ])at al })ing mut Jjus nedely come, 
Lord ! hou dremeden {>es foolis jianne }iat ^if Petre hadde foujte 
forji, Jianne Crist shulde not have suffrid dee[), ne have houjt 
mank>ndl Certis jies idiotis can not she«e hou }ns ihuldt 
suen of onj trtu|« hut jif |>ei supposen here jiat |)us it mut 
nedis he And 51I we shulde herfore lette to take ensaumple 
to 'iue Cnst we shulden lette evermore to sue Crist and take 
his lore But siji Ln-jt repro^jde Petre and saide a cause 
general, |)at who e\er smjt]|) j)us wiji swordc, he shal penshe 
bi Goddis word, it is knowun Jiing Jiat Petre synnede in j)is 
fyjtynge; and myche' more shulden preestis fl3t not for a cause 
of lasse value. 
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pE PIFtE SONDAY GOSPEL IN LENT. 

[SERMON XLIV.] 

Qm's ex vobis arguet. — John viii. [46.] 
pis gospel techijj bileve by hie wordis )>at Crist spake, and 
hou men shulden lyve jiere after, and trowen in Crist and suen 
him. First axiji Crist /a/ who of hem skal reprove him o/synne; 
and he wolde mene |>at noon myjte. And so Crist myjte not 
do synne, for jif he niyjte have synned, ])e Jewis myjten have 
reproved him of synne, as )>ei enforsiden many gatis, but f-ei 
traveiliden in veyn. And here we undirstonden reprofe for 
matere J)at is trewe for cause |)erof. As false peny is noo peny, 
als reprofe is no repreefe, for ech Jiing mut have treulie in 
|jat jiat it ha]> beyng. And in [lis word Crist wolde mene J^at he 
s bojte God and man, for jif he hadde not be God, he myjte 
i-e synned as aungehs diden. And it were lijt for to synne in 
veyn glory or in gabbyng, for ech gabbing is synne, and Crist 
gabbid, or he was God. And after [lis bileve of Crist, prove]? 
he fiat f«i shulden trowe him. For si|> he sei)j but treuthe to 
hem, as he may noo gatis synne, Jiei shulden trowe unto fat 
treii|>e, siji ])at God knowij) al treujie. And herfore seiji t>e word 
oi Cn%X, pat yf he seip inupe, whi trowen Pei not lo him. But as 
Crist sojiely takiji, he pat is on Goddis syde, he heerip Goddis 
wordis, or bodily or spiritualy; si]> no man may be but jif he 
heere treufe or o tyme or of>er. And so )ws hey preestis of 
Jewis heeren not pus Goddis wordis, for pei ben not on Goddis 
half ; and [lanne jiei ben wi}j jie fend. 

But fes Jewis conceyveden jies wordis how )iei weren sharply 
seid to hem, and |)ei hadden no wey to answere ne to replie 
ajens him. And herfore )>ei bigan to chide and accusiden Crist 
ivi])Outen cause. And two )>ingis jiei putten on him, first pat he 
vas a Samaritane, and^ sip pat he hadde a fend, Jiat was felowe 
and helpe to him. But Crist lefte answere to \& first, and ])e 
secounde he denyede ; and so he grauntide in a manere [>at he 
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was a Samaritan, sit" he was keper of mankynde, as he telUli in 
a parable, pat man is seid to have a fend whom ^e fend dis- 
seyvejj, as he is seid to have an heed [lat is hedid bi \t\% hede; 
and so of ojier relatives as clerkes knowen in nianere of speche. 
And after Jiis answere Crist telliji how he doiji treu})e and ))ei 
done falshede ajen, ^cr he doip worship to his Fadir and pei 
unworshipiden him ; he sekip not his owns glorye, hut his Fadir 
sekip and jugip. And ]>is is Jie maner of speche Jiat Crist usiji 
ofte, )iat he bi his manhede doi]> not suche ])ing, whan he bi ]fis 
kynde doiJi not principalli \>\s Jiing. For Crist seili to jiis entent 
}>at his lore is not his, ne [le word Jiat je herde is not his, but his 
Fadris. And on Jris manere seme|f Ambrose » to graunten |)at 
|>e sacred breed is not after breed but Goddis body, for it is not 
after principaly breed but Goddis bodi, in maner as Austin 
seiji''. But si}> a! werkes of |ie Trinite may not be departid, al 
|je })ree persones seken glorie of Crist, But jie manhede of 
Crist is herto an instrument; and as ]je ax hewi) not, but jie 
wrijt bi bis crafte, rijt so Crist seki]) not his owne glorie. But 
Crist to shewe bojie his kyndis doublip (as amm, and telli)) Jiat he 
seip sopeli to hem ; \sX who ever hpip his word shal not taste deep 
wipouien eend. For he bi comoun speche kepif a [ling, {lat 
wijiouten lesyng kepi|i fe same fiing, and |jus whoever kepiti ony 
word of Crist, he shal never have |ie de)) Jiat ever shal laste. 

But here jie Jewis knewen not Jie manere of Cristis speche, 
and replieden a^en him and seiden, Now we wilen wekpatpou 



friars on the Eucharistjc mystery ; 
in which he quarrelled with their 
definition of the consecrated spedes 
as an 'accident without a subject' 
for this very reason, that it utterly 
denied the co-presence of bnad in 
any sense, after consecration. It is 
therefore a point of much interest to 
ascertain wliether Si. Austin's works 
really contain any passage which 
would justify the reference in the 
text ; in other words, which would 
support Wyclifs favourite theory of 
consubstantiation ; and I shall be 
glad if this note should be the 
means of directing the attention of 
theological students to the search. 
(See note on p. 379, Serm. fn.) 



■ S. Ambros. De Fide, lib. iv., 
cap. 5. ' Nos autem quotienscunque 
sacramenta sumimus, quae per sa- 
crae orationis mysleriuni in carnem 
transfigurantur et sanguinem, mor- 
tem domini annundamus.' 

^ I have eiamined scores of pas- 
sages in the works of St, Austin, 
but have not found one which ex- 
actly corresponds to the reference 
in Uie text, so as to imply that the 
sacramental bread, after consecra- 
tion, while it htoarae principally the 
body of Christ, yet continued in a 
certain sense to be bread. For this 
is cleaily the meaning of Wyclifs 
words, and this was in fact the main 
point of his controversy with the 



,, Google 



WVCLJF'S 

hasi a /end ^at ledifi )« in yi dedis. Abraham was deed, and 
oper holy prophetes, and pim sei'si, whoever keptp my word shai 
nevere die. Lord! wherpm be more pan oure/adir Abraham pat 
ii deed, and propheiis also; whom makist pou pee ? wher ]>ou be 
more jian ony of Jiese seintis ? Here may we see jie folye of 
|>es Jewis, for \A koud not knowe dyversite of Jies wordis; 
who |)at \yvt\ {lus, he shal not taaste f>e longe deji ; and who so 
Iyve[> Jius shal never taste de}>. But Jesus lefte }>is foly and 
spake to Jie purpos; yf Y glorifie pus my silfe,my glorie is not, 
but Y have a Fadir pat pus glorifieP me; and y seyen Pal he is 
yiurGod; but y have not knowe him; but Y have knowe him, and 
^i/ Y sey nay, Y shal be like to you, a Iyer. Abraham yure/adir 
haddi grete joie to se my daie, and he sey it and haddejote. But 
here jie Jewis knewen not ]« maner of rijt spcche of Crist, for 
fei knewen not how Crist clepide God syngulerly his Fadir. For 
(lan bi rijt speche God was his Fadir bi kynde. God is oure 
aljier fadir' but who ever of us seifi, God is my fadir, he blas- 
femej) in God. pis man is my fadir, 5if t>at Y have properte in 
gendrure of him bifore o))er men. And Jtus Jies foolis replieden 
a^CR ["e wovdis of Crist, and seiden ; po« hast not y^t fifty jeer in 
age and yt Pou menesi in pi speche pal pou hast seen Abraham. 
And, for }ie first blyndenesse \z\ \t\ weren to blame fore, Crist 
spake more derkely to hem [jan he dide bifore, and seide, Sopely, 
sopely, to showe his two kyndis, Bifore pat Abraham shulde be, 
Y am. And herfore |iei weren depid in worse synne of dede, 
whan pei token up slonys to stone Crist to dee|). Bui Jesus hidde 
him and wente out of pe temple, as it was lijt to hym to hiden 
him among many; for bojie he myjt stoppe her sijt, and 
shewen him in dyverse formes. And here he taujt his disdplis 
in dede for to flee, but he taujt hem nevere for to fy5te bodily. 
And siche blessid cowardise makijj Goddis children, for Crist 
seil) Jjat in {ler pacience j)ei shal have ^tr lyf in pees. But 
{le fend techiji his children to be hardy heere, and fijte wijiouten 
hevenly cause, and Jjus Jiei lesen jier lyf; for tecbingis Jms 
contrarye leden to contrarye eendis. 

But we |)at ben in bileve over fies blynde Jewis shuJden 

' aJler-fadur, C. See Gloisarj', 
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knowe Jies wordis of Crist f>at he seid to hem, Biforn |)at 
Abraham shulde be, Y am. But as we witen bi oure bileve 
|)at Jies wordis ben ful of witt, so we witen \3X in hem Crist 
shewide his godhede. For we witen wel |)at J)is word, Y am, 
bitokenej) fe godhede, for godhede may not he chaungid, neijier 
from jonge to elde, ne from worse to beter; for it is ever oon, 
and a |)ousand ^eer ben to him as jisterday ; and, shortly, al 
|jing Jiat was or ever shal be hereafter is present unto him, ffor 
streeching of his longe beying. And herfore teliil> God to 
Moyses ])at he Jiat is, is his name, and \\s is a memorial to God 
wif'outen ende. But over Jiis we shulden wite whan Abraham 
shulde be. And certis, si]) Jiat God wiste, jhe', bifore he made 
fis world, fiat Abraham shulde be, Jianne it was so)), and herfore 
seyen clerkes Jiat ech creature haji beyng in his sample " |>at is 
)) A > A m > 

^ J. ], G ]> ]. 
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Also he wole Jiat his preestis traveilen fast in his lawe, and 
kepen hem medefuUy from ojier occupacioims ; for noon of us 
ha|) matere to say Jiat he can alle Goddis lawe, and so he ha[> 
no more to lerne fierynne. Also we shulden trowe ]iat alle 
mennys wordis may not come to |?e witt y^t is in Goddis 
wordis ; for we witen [lai noujt in hem is seid wijiouten chesoun, 
but in ech Goddis word is more witt jian we knowe. 



Pe Gospel on Palm Sondav. 
[SERMON XLV.ja 

Altera aulem die quae est post parasceven. — Matt, xxvii, [6a.] 
We suffisen not here to telle pleynly Jiis gospel, but J>e ende 
jierof maki]> mynde of oure bileve, how, after |;e tyme f>at Crist 
hadde suffrid dee|?, Jie nexte day after, |;at is ])e holy Satirday, 
J>es men J>at hadden kild Crist gideren to gidere. For |»e gospel 
tellij' |>at princes of prestis and pe Phariseis comen to gidire to 
Pilate, and Jies two folk, as hie preestis of ]ie temple and ])es 
religiouse, diden Crist to dej?. And herfore telli]) Matheu how 
|)es two dredden more ]at )ie name of Crist shulde growe among 
men, and so {.er defamyng shulde growe, and J)ei shulden be 
distryed. And certis as [lese two maner of folk diden Crist to 
Jie de}), so jiei ben now cheveteynes to distrien his lawe; for ]>ei 
letten Jiat )iei may jie treujie of J)e gospel. And noo woimdir 
is ; for ])ei in jier lyvynge reversen )te lyf of Crist, and ben 
weddid to contrarye lyf. And siji [« gospe! tellij> dampnynge of 
siche men, and hou {lat men shulden flee hem as heretikes and 
fals prophetis, |>ei dreden ))at )ier gile by {lis shulde be knowe. 
And herfore \ei seien ])at Goddis lawe is fals, but 3if Jiei glosen 
it after Jiat t>ei wolen ; and ]>xts }ier glose shulde be trowid as 
bileve of cristene men, but ]>e tixt of Goddis lawe is perelous to 
trowe. pes two mamre of folk comen to gidere lo Pilate on pe 
next Satirday aftir Jiei hadden kild Crist, and \m% seiden to him, 

» The style of this sermon rises occasionajly to real eloquence. 
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Sire, we penken on Pat ]>is gilour^ saide whan he was onfyve,Pai he . 
shtdde ryse after pre daies ; per/ore commaunde his sepukre to he 
kepi HI Pe pridde day, lesi his disctplis comen and itelen his body, 
and/eyneji to pe peph pat he is risen fro dep; and so pe laste errour ; 
shdlbe worsepan was pe former. And ["es pagyn playen \t\ Jiat j 
hiden |ie treu)>e of Goddis lawe. And Pilat seide to hem, y)ur silf i 
have Pe kepyng ; gop forp and kepip it as ye can, for )>is is not j 
myn office. And jius seyn [les two folk to princes of [le world, : 
[at ))es heretikes ben fals men ajens holy religiotm, and |jei ' 
casten to distrye lordshipis and rewmes ; and f>erfore com- , 
aunden hem to be dede or Ictte hem to speke. But lordis 
seien a^en |jat t>ei shulde knowe Jie lawe }>at holy Chirche haji, to 
punishe siche heretikes ; and (lerfore \€\ shulden go for[) and I 
punishe hem bi {>er lawe. And bi siche execucioun of fals | 
prelatis and freris, is Goddis lawe quenchid and Antecristis ' 
arerid. But God wolde ]iat [)ese lordis passiden Pilat in Jiis ■ 
point, and knewen )ie treii|)e of Goddis lawe in J>er modir tmige, I {^ 
and have \t% two folk suspect for fer cursid ly\jnge and \\ 
hydjTig of Godds la fro knowing of =ieculers For bi fis 
caute! of \& fend ben minj tre^e men quenchid For fiei 
wolenj'uge for heretike al \\X sjeken ijens h m ;he, jif Jiei 
tellen Goddis Hve ■ind she\\e s^nnes of ))es t\\ folke. And 
Pel wenten forp aid he} ten up k y^ts pe s pul re of Crist, 
markynge pe si on ))at las putt at |)e dore m si,t of \& keper, to 
marke Jier diligence And Jius done oure heje preestis ind oure 
newe religiouse. pet dredden hem Jiat Goddis law shal quyken 
after jiis, and herfore Ijei maken statutis, stable as a stoon ■ ■ 
and Jiei geten graunt of knyjtis to conferaien hem. And J)is [ 
jiei marken wel, wi)i witnesse of lordis, lest Jiat treujie of Goddis ! 
law, hid in |>e sepulcre, brest out to knowyng of ]« comoun , 
peple. O Crist ! )>i lawe is hid jit ; whan wilt Jiou sende Jiin aungel ! 
to remove {le stone, and shewe Jii treufie to |>i folk ? Wel Y wote i 
jiat knyjtis tooken gold in |>is case, to helpe fiat Jii lawe be hid, ; 
and Jiin ordenaunce ceesse, but wel V wote jiat it shal be knowen ' 
at ])e day of dome, or bifore whan Jie likeji ajen al ])i enemyes. ! 

Here shulden men marke J« passioun of Crist, and prynten [ 1^ 
in fier herte sumwhat to shewe it, for it was most wilful ' "^ 

■ gylouT. E, 
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passioun |)at ever was, and most hard passioun jiat ever man 
suffride. Il was jius wilful and so moost medeful. And her- 
fore tolde Crist jie forme of his passioun to his xii disciplis, 
whan he wente to Jerusalem; and herfore Crist, jiat' hidde him 
bifore to come to )ie citee, came^ now for to suffre, to shewe his 
free wille. And herfore he seij) at his soper here, Wi|) desire Y 
have coveitid to ete \ns Paske wi]f you. For desire of his god- 
hede and desire of his manhede movede him to ete |>us and to 
suffre after. But al Jiis was mene and figure of his last soper 
jiat he eti|) in hevene wiji men |)at he ha]) chosen. And Ijus sij) 
noo contrariete was in Cristis resoun, to suffre Jiis passioun, and 
liis witt was moost dene, no }>ing Jiat man dide was to him more 
willeful And si|j Crist suffride )>us for synne of his brejieren, jiei 
shulden sufTre j)ancfulli for jier own synne. Crist axiji not greet 
peyne in his bre|jeren, but Jiat jiei have sorewe for Jiere synne, 
and purpos' to forsaken it; and )tis is cause whi Jtat God 
wolde have his passioun Jius rehersid, for profit of his brejieren 
and not for his owne. pis peyne of Cristis passioun passid al 
ojier, for he was moost tendir man and in his myddil age, and 
God leet bi myracle Cristis wyttis suffre, for ellis he myjte bi 
joye have hadde noo sorewe. But alle circumstauncis }iat 
shulden make peyne hard, weren in Cristis passioun to make 
it more medeful. pe place was most solempne and {le day also; 
)« houre was most knowun to Jewes and to hejien men ; and 
\it dispit was moost : for men (lat moost shulden love Crist or- 
deyneden jiis moost fouledee]), ajen Cristis moost kyndnesse. And 
we shal bileve Jiat Crist suffride not in no manere but for ccrteyn 
enchesoun; for he, boJ>e God and man, Jiat made al Jiingis in 
noumbre, shope his passioun to answere to byggynge of mannys 
synne. And so sevene wordis Jiat Crist spake on Jie cross an- 
sweren woundirfully to alle synnes of men ; and shortly, no 
J>ing Jjat Crist ever dide was done but for greet cause and profit 
of men. Suche causes shulde we studie, and prenten hem in 
oure mynde, for wyte wel Jiat al Jiis was done for profit of 
Cristen men. And Jius trowe we not Jies heretikes Jiat ben 
foolis out of bileve, Jiat seien we may not sue Crist, and namely 
in his passioun, for Crist was nedid to suffren here al Jiat he 

' om. E, ' and cam. E, ' So B, E. C ; in f„rJ,os. A. 
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suffride. Cerlis )fes founede' heretikes shulden wel wite \^t al 
|)ing mut nede come as God ha|f ordeyned. And so sue we 
Crist afer in his blessid passioun, and gedre devoat mynd of 
him, and kepe us aferre fro synne. 



fE Gospel on Eestie Dav. 
[SERMON XLVI.] 

Maria Magdalene — Matt. xx\'iii, [i.] 
pis gospel telliji hou Jies holy wymmen comen to bileve J>at 
Crist was rysen fro de]i. Sum men seien |iat here weren but 
two Maries, jtat was Marie Magdalene, and Marie James modir ; 
and })is secounde Marye was bojie our ladyes sister and Sa- 
lomens daujter. But sum men seien |)at |)ere weren [iree. 
But It is ynow to us to trowen )iat Jiei weren two, and !eve 
to knowynge of God jif |)ere weren moo pij Iwo Marus 
6ou^/en him at even oynemenfzs, for it was leieful to wirchen at 
even in |)e Sabotis And eerfy on pe Sonnenday pet lomen to 
fie sepulcre of Crist, at pe sunne rysynge, and seiden to gidt.re. 
Who shot fume to us pe stone fro dore of pe sepulcre > And pet 
lokiden perto, and si^en tt turned awey. for sope it wasfulgrde; 
and passide }tes wommans power to removen it fro Jie dore, 
by castynge of J'e Pharisees ; for jtei seiden )iat Cristis dis- 
ciplis wolden come and stelen his bodi. And so ))is stone was 
removed bi service of aungelis, for disciplis of Crist dredden hem 
jit to walken. And pes wymmen comen in to pe sepulcre of Crist, 
and Pei seien an angel of God in forme of a yinge man sitfynge on 
pe ri^t side and hild^ wip a whi^t stole. And pei woundriden ofpe 
si'^t, but Pe aungel seide io hem, Wok y not drede, for Y knowe youre 
purpos, 3« seken Jesus of Nazarep pat was doneonpecros, but he is 
rysen to lyve, and is not now here. For here is pe slede voide, where 
pei hadden putt him. But go yand seie y to Christis disciplis, and 
algaiis to Petir, pal Crist, shal go hifore 50a to pe conire of Galile. 
Andpere shal y see him as he saide ^ouhifoTe; and he may not lye. 
Ech word of |fis gospel here]) grete mysterye. First Crist 

' faunyd. B ; fond. C ; /olliJ. E. ' bifyd. E. 
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apperide to fies holy wommen, fer to graunl a privylegic to wom- 
maii's kynde. For it is seid comounly (lat Crist apperide ten tymes 
from hour of his rysynge to his steiynge into hevene. First Crist 
apperide unto Marye Magdalene, and made her sterre of J>e see, 
to jyve lijt to men, and to put hir fro dispeire of hir first synnes. 
We denyen not |>at ne Crist bifore {)is apperide to his modlr, 
hou |>at !ie wolde, or in body or in sonle, for she was ever sad 
in fei)i. pe comynge of Jies two Maries, |iat was \& secounde 
shewynge Jiat Crist shewide him on lyve {>at j)e gospel telli}), 
techifi hou Crist wolde shewyn him unto many statis, and hou 
men shulde be disposid to have the si3t of Crist, pis eerly 
comynge with lijt of [le sunne is redy comynge in grace for to 
serve Crist, and jit ))e making redy on )ie nyjt bifore is done of 
Crist, but not in siche grace. The musing of ]iese wommen as 
fiei wenten by Jie wey, bitokeneji bisy (loujt how men shal come 
to serve Crist. But lore of good aungelis opneji to men [tis 
lessoun, for f>e stoone of unbileve is first ful grete in synfiil men. 
pis entrynge to \e sepulcre is comynge to ])e service of Crist, 
pis aungel Jrat techi[) men treu])e is good aungel of God jiat 
sitti]) on ])e rijt side, to teche men )ie wey to hevene, and to 
sitten on Cristis rijt bond on pe daie of dome, pe whitnesse 
of ]>i3 stole is clenesse of victorye J>at siche men have of fer 
goostly enemyes. And as Gregory notiji^, \e face of )iis aungel 
semed as lijtnynge, and his clo]fis whijt as snow ; for Crist 
and his aungelis ben dredeful to wickide men, and plesyng to 
good men, Jbe, to {le day of dome [lis aungel confortifi men, 
and rijti]) ["er purpos, and lelliji hem how now Crist is sittynge 
in hevene, for his staat here in erjie is fulli performed. And 
ofUce of suche men is aftirwatd enjoyned hem, ))at Jiei shulden 
parte wi)t |>er bretieren goostly werkes of mercy, not oonly wiji 
comounnes' but also wij) prelatJs. pe goynge bifore of Crist to 
}>e contre of Galile is, goinge bifore of Crist to hevene. pere he 
shal shewen him to men as he haj) hijt to hem ofte in ])e gospel. 

' cooiyns, E. 

■ S. Greg. In Evang. Horn. xxi. blandus est justis, recte testis resur- 

' In fulgwre etenim terror timoris rectionis qus Angelus et in fulgure 

est, in nive autem blandimentum vultus et in candore habitus demon- 

candoris. Quia ver6 omnipotens stratur ; ut de ipso, sua specie et ter- 

Deu^ el terribilis peccalorihus, et reret reprobos. et mulceret pios,' 
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Heri, after jiis witt men ma> large )iis gospel, and I 
what mater })at S)ei wenen shulde profite to Jk. puple , 
it IS comounli told of ))e -iacrament of |ie luter, and how 
men shal dispoien hem now to take j>ib sacrament And 
it 1^ seid comounlv )iat as J";s hoi) wymmen hadde lefte 
[ler former sjnne and taken jjcr freishe de^ocioun, so men 
'ihulden come to ])t chirche to take |)is hoh sacrament and }nis 
come wij) |)es lioolj wymmen wi]) hjt of |)e simne And [lus 
men shuldcn cloven hem wi]) ]>eis |>re vertuet bile^e hope and 
charite to resce>\e l«s saeriment Bile\e is first nedeful and 
algatis of [lis breed hou it is Goddis bod) b) vertue of Cristis 
wordis And so it is k)ndel) breed as Poul seif> » but it is 
sacramentally verre Goddis bodi And herfore seifi Austin' 
Jiat [ling IS breed Jiat )ji i^en tellcn [lec and Jiat )ou see&l wif- 
hem For it was not trowid bifore )ie fend was losid^^ Jiat jiis 
wor]ji sacrament was accident wi]iouten suget And jit dwclkn 
trewe men in f« old bile\e and iatcn frenb foulen hem sitfe 
in jier newe heresie For we trowen [lat |)ere is beter Jimg |)an 
Goddis bodi si}) }ie hoi) trinite is in eche place But oure 
bileve IS ^ette upon J«a point what is )>is sacrid hoost and nit 
what fling IS f^ere pe secound \i,rtue ]>at shulde clojie trewe 
men is ))e \ertue of hope (lat is ful nedeful how men shulde 
hope bi ])er h fe here and first wiji )fe grace of God for to come 
to he\ene And to |)is entent men taken now Jiis sacrament 
so )»at bi tik)nge herof jier m)nde be freschid in hem to Jienken 

by Wyclif on the other hand ihe 
language is quite compatible vi tli 
the view taken by his opponents the 
friars The words most to the pur 
pose ate these : ' lata, fratres, ideo 
didintur sacramenta. quia in eis aliud 
videtur, aliud intelligitur. Quod 
videtur, speciem haliet corporalem: 
quod intelligitur, fructum habet spi- 
ritalem.' 

" It had become a popular belief 
hy this time, among the spiritual 
Franciscans and the various revo 
lutionary sects, that since the year 
looo A.D. the devil, after his mil- 
lennarj captivity (Apoc. xx. 2), had 
been let loose from the bottomless 
pit ' to deceive the nations,' 
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' I do not know to what passage 

" I am indebted to the kind as 
sistance of Professor Stubbs for the 
discovery of the passage in the works 
of St. Augustine to which the text 
probably refers, though some force 
appears necessary to make the words 
of the saint bear the meaning which 
Wyclif imposes on tliem. The pas- 
sage is in a remarkable sermon, No. 
aja (vol. v., p. ri04 of the Bene- 
dictine edition), addressed ' ad In- 
fantes ' on their due reception of the 
Eucharist. The impression left by 
the entire sermon might certainly, to 
a mind already prepossessed accord 
with the view of the Eucharist talten 
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on kyndenes of Crist to maken hem clene in soule. And 
herfore seiji Poul jiat he {lat wantiji Jiis ende, etij) and drynkei}i 
his judgement, for he jugiji not ])e wor]iines of Goddis bodi, 
ne worshipi]) his ordenaunce. pe Jaidde vertue nedeful for to 
take Jfis sacrament is vertue of charite ; for Jiat is ever nedeful, 
si|> no roan come)j to Cristis fest but jif he have J)is clojiing:. 
And Jius, as Austyn declari])", four* poyntis jiat falhfi' to makinge 
of breed techen us Jiis charite, and algatis to have it now. 
For ellis we greggen ^ our synne in etynge of (lis breed. And 
jif we have jiis clojiinge, takinge {lis mete in figure, it shal 
brynge us to hevene, })ere to ete Goddis body goosdy wi|iouten 
ende ; and }>at is mennis blisse. 



fE FIRSTE SONDAl GOSPEL AFTIR EesTIR. 

[SERMON XLVII.] 
Cum esse! sero dii una. — John xx. [19.] 
Pis gospel telliji of |)e fifjie apperynge, [lat was jie last, and 
late done upon Paske dale, and >is is told wi)i o|)ey to conferrae 
bileve of lie Chirche. As jie secounde apperynge was to jie 
holy wommen, so ]je first apperynge was alone to Marye Mag- 
dalene, as tellitt |>e gospel of Joon in Jie same capitle. pe 
|)ridde tyme Crist apperide to Petir as Seint Luke telli]> in 
eende of his gospel; and jiis was, as sum men seyen, whan 
Fetre and Joon comen fro Jie sepulcre, and Petre went bi him- 
silfe woundrynge and musinge. pe fourjie apperynge was maad 
to two disciplis f>at wenten to Emawus, and Crist soupid wiji hem. 
Of |)is telliJi |ie eende of Seint Lukes gospel, pe fifjie apperynge 
was {lis Jiat oure gospel telli}) of, and Jiis was iast of fyve, ])at Crist 

' fallen, B, C. E. ' agrtggen, E, 
• I have lo thank Professor Stubbs processes are distinctly set down as 
for this reference also. In Serm. 273, fcur: threshing, which answers to 
already quoted, and also in Serm. conversion by preaching; grinding, 
aj^, the varioua processes that enter which represents the discipline of 
into the making of bread are com- fasting and eitorcism ; mixing with 
pared to the spiritual operations water, which is Baptism ; and baking, 
whidi combine to make the perfect which corresponds to the flames kin- 
Christian, But in Serm. 229, these died in souls by the Holy Ghost. 
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shewide on Paske daye. And on Jiat dai sevene nijt Crist ap- 
peryde Jw sixte tyme, and of ]ies two apperingis tellit) |>is gospel. 

pe storye seijj, whan it was late, pe first day of pe woke fat 
came nexte after )ie Frydaye fat God was done to dejj on, 
and fat was in fe Sonenday next after Jie Sabot. But it 
was late, and pe disciplis weren gedrid pere, to conforte hem 
to gidere, and for drede pat pei hadde of } ewes fat weren her 
enemyes : Per ^atis weren fast shiti, for drede of fe same 
folk ; Jesus cam, not lettinge pai pe yitis weren shiit f us, and 
stood in pe myddis of his disciplis, and seide pus unto hem; Pees 
be to y>u,for Y am aiy ve, wole y not drede fe while je have siche 
a keper. And he shewide to hem his hondis and his side, and pe 
disciplis hadden joie^ whan pei hadden seen pus pe Lord. For 
sorewe of his def and drede of Jewis weren cJenly putt awey 
bi sijt of fis lord. And Christ seide ayn. Pees be to yiu, to 
tellen hem fe ful pees fat fei shulden have ferafter bofe in 
bodi and soule, for fere medefol pacience. And fei shulden 
not grutche for fis short pursuynge, for Crist tellif fat, as his 
Fadir sent him so he sendip hem, to suffre tribulaciouns ; and fei 
shulden holden hem paied of sich form of sendinge. And 
whan he hadde seid f us, he blew on hem and seide. Take y pe Holy 
Goost, for herby ^e shulen be stronge by power and by witt, 
fat 5e shal have by him. 

Here we shal wite fat Crist blew not bi childhode upon 
his apostlis but bi greet witt; for herby Crist tau^t fat fe 
Holy Goost comef bofe of fe Fadir and fe Sone, as wyne 
of erfe and water And comjng forf of fi& Gost is not 
nativite, but sutil mspirmge of fes two persones, and her- 
fore fei ben clepid o pnnciple of fis Gost And holy writt 
grauntif fat fe Sone sendif fis Goost, and herfore Crist 
grauntif fif. prujlegie to his di'-Liplis, pit uhos synnes pai pu 
for^yven. Pet ben foryiun to htm and tthos synnts pat pei 
wipolden, pei ben holden to hem And boste men not for fis 
privylegie grauntid to fe aposths, for it is undirstonden m 
as myche as siche apostlis acorden wif fe keies of fe chirche 
above. And herfore shulden sii,he bostours ben certeyne at 

' So in E ; A wrongly excludes the words ' and joie ' from Ihe 
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[>e firste {>at Jiei ben \erre\ vikers of )ie holj apostlis And 
si]> God enspinj) ' hem and 3jvej) hem ttitt and power to 
bynden and to lousen as Crist him sdfe doiji or elhs. hem 
wantiji )iis power and f-anne f)ei shulde not boste )iat [lei ha^e 
siche power so )iei mjjte not plejnher bhenen hem to have 
no siche power {^n fer to bargajn herwif> and bobte hem to 
have siche power For Jianne jiei ben noon of hem to whom 
Crist jaf ]»•> power for jif [>er weren two popis tlie toon a-,ens 
Jie to])ir, and ]« toon iooside alle )>at |?e to|)er buond it were 
not for to dreme nhe|jer of hem did s>o))elj but whe|>cr more 
suede Goddis do>nge and resoun Anl &1J1 God ma> not 
folde fro n^t and rcioun it is knowen bi Goddis lawe fiat no 
pope assoili]* but in as mjche as Cnst issoilifi first" And her 
fore Seint Petre -ind o])er Cnstis ipostlis a'loilhden not jius 
ne 3yve siche mdulgencis , for |)ei diden ncier siche dedis but 
whan God enspinde hem And so no Jiing is falser }ian 
ypocritis to bnste )ius and jif men loke U resoun jiei maj 
wele se Jiat many siche feynvngii ben of ])e fendi? scole For 
ellis myjte a pope assoile men bojie of pe\ne -ind blame'' for 
Jiei killen jier eveiie cristene<= and e^cr while ])ei done so and 
jif )iei ceessen fro sich kdling Jier assoilm^e shil ce Bu 

what men w olden tn'^te to siche assoilmge? Wei n 

' bo in B and C ■ inspire^ E ■ A has empiril 



" This position reciills one of the 
twenty four conclusions, condemned 
by Ihe ■ earth-quake' synod of 1382 
' That no prelate ought to excom- 
municate any one, unless he tirst 
know that he is excommunicated 
by God,' Lewis's Wyclif, p. loS 

'' The ordinary indulgence ab- 
solved poena sed ion eulpa. In 
theory, the guilt of sins, and the 
eternal punishment due to them, 
were remitted in the sacrament of 
penance ; it was the umporal pun- 
ishment only, the poena, which the 
indulgence professed to remit, in 
whole or in part. But it is well 
known that, during the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, a great laxity 
prevailed, if not in the actual word- 
ing of indulgences, al any late in 
the language of those lo whom their 
distribution was entrusted. The 



ak n 



form was probably ob'Jervei 
enough all along 
prearfier s words m 
with some allowance in m ng 
over the pages of the B an m I 
observe under the jea n y 

t«o tears befoie the firs p b 
appearance of Luther, h f rm 
grant by Leo X of two d g es 
and in both cases the fom w d 
is; — [Indulgemus] "qiod q he 

Christi lidelis p an m 

omnium peccatorum suorum, de qui- 
hus eordt eonlrilus, nlqut ore coafissas 
fiierii, indulgentiam et remissionem 
consequatur.' 

" The allusion is to Bishop Spen- 
cer's crusade. When it was over, 
and men should cease to kill their 
fellow-Christians, then the papal in- 
dulgence, or ' assoilinge,' would also 
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[)at God is moost lord of al oj>er, and no man may do synne, 
but jif he synne a3ens him, and no synne may be forjovun but 
jif God first forjyve it. And so it is propre to God to forjyve 
()us offence, and 5if a man forjyve siche synne, ]>at is bi power 
of viker ; and siche power haji he not, but yS God shewe it 
him. For ellis myjte he graunte pardoun for longe after \e 
day of dome to men jiat God wole have dampnyd, for a newe 
founde praier, and heien it for mannis love more (lan )je Pater 
Noster : as men seien Jiat a pope haj) grauntid two j)ousand 5eer 
to ech man |>at is contrite and confessid of his synne, |>at seiji 
)iis orisoun ' Domine Jesu Christe ' bitwene jje sacringe of ])e 
masse and [le ]>ridde Agnus Dei, And Jian it were ydil to 
Iraveile for ony pardoun, siji a man myjte at home gete him 
fourty ))ousand jeer bi noone. And so jiat man )fat shal be 
dampned, ))at is confessid and contrite, and seiji ]jus ofte jiis 
praier, shulde have many Jiousand jeer in helle after ]»e daie of 
dome. Triste we to Jie old bileve f>at Crist assoiiiji as he wole, 
and (lis forme is hid to men as oj^er treu|)is Jiat God wole hide. 

Thomas oon of pe twelve J>al is ckpid Didimus was mi wip 
pes ten whan Jesus came and dide ptts ; and oper disciplis toldm 
him hou pat pei saien pe Lord. But he seide unlo hem. But y/F 
see in his hondis picching^ of pe nailUs, and putt my fynger in Pe 
place pal Crist was ynaillid in, and put my hond in his syde 
where he was persid wip pe spere, Y shal nevere irowen Pat oure 
Jesus is tysen. And on pe Sonday nexte after, werenpes disciplis 
irme and Thomas wip hem; and Crist shewide him as bifore. 
For he came whan Pe yiiis weren closid and stood amyddis, and 
saide, as he saide bifore, Pees be to you. And after he seide to 
Thomas, [lat he sente after to Inde, Putt in here pi finger and 
se i?iy hondis and putt hidir pin hond and putt in to my side, and 
wole Pou not be unirewful but trewe in bileve. Thomas answeride 
and seide to Crist, My Lord and my God, And Jesus seide to him 
pan. For pou say me pus, Thomas, pou bilevidst in me; but blessid 
ben po pat saien not pis, and trowen as Jjou doist. Mar^ oper 
signes dide Crist in sijl of his disciplis, but pes few ben wrilun in 
pis book for pis ende, pal y bileve pal Jesus is Goddis sone, aiui 
Pat y for pis bileve have blisse in his name. Amen. 
' pilebyig, E. 
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Pt, SECOUNDE SONDAY GOSPEL S 



[SERMON XLVIIL] 

Ego sum pastor bonus. — JOHif x. [i i.] 
Christ telli)i in [lis gospel J* maners of a good herde, so fat 
herbi we may wJten how oure herdis faiien now. And defaute 
of siche heerdis is moost peril in >e Chirche; ffor, as ri^t office 
of hem shulde moost bringe men to heven, so defaute of fis 
office drawij) men moost Co helle. Crist teliij) of hin:» silf, how 
he is a good herde, for he is ]ie beste herde |jat mankynde may 
have. For he is good hi him silf and may no wey faile, for 
he is bo])e God and man ; and God may no wey synne. And 
)ius we have fe mesure to knowe a good herd and an yvel, 
for ))e more fat an herd is lyke to Crist, he is fe beter, and 
)ie more )iat he strangi|> from him, he is )« worse in |)is office. 
And efte whan Crist haji ^yve ])e mesure for to knowe good 
herdis, he telliji |>e heiesle proprete ['at fallij) to a good herde : 
a good herde, as Crist sdi}f,pullip his fyffor Ms sheep; for more 
charite may noon have jian to putte his lyf? for his frendis, 
and jif he worchiji wysely', for to bring Jies sheep to hevene. 
For }ius t)e herde haji moost peyne and ]je sheep moost profit. 

pus we may see, who is good herde and who faili)> in ])is 
office; for as Crist puttij) wisely his owen ]if for his sheep, so 
Antecrist puttijt proudly many lifes for his foule lyfe. As, jif 
Jie fend !edde jie pope to kille many ])ouscnd men to holde his 
worldely state, he suede Antecristis maneres. And sij> ]>is pro- 
pirte of herde groundiji charite in men, eche man shulde have 
herof algafis more or lesse ; as he is ferre fro Jiis maner [lat wole 
not 3yve his worldely goodis to his sheep or his bre)ieren, whan 
}iei have grete nedo |>erto, for sich goodis ben worse )>an 
mannis lyfe. And jius semen oure religious to be exempte 
fro charite ; ffor nede a man nevere so myche to have helpe 
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of siche goodis, ^ee, aljif [>ei have stoonys or o|>er jewelis {lat 
barmen hem, but |)ei wolen not ^yve siche goodis ne value of 
hem to helpe Jier brejieren, ne ceesse to anoye hem silf in 
bilding of hye housis, ne to gaderen sich veyn goodis, ;if it do 
harm to Jier bref)eren. Sich averous men ben ferre fro maneres 
of a good herde, and so thes newe religious [lat )ie fend haji 
tollid inne, bi colour to helpe |)er former heerdis, harmen hem 
many weies, and letten )fis office in |>e chirche. For trewe 
prechinge and worldely goodis ben spuylid bi siche religiouse ; 
and herfore techiji Crist to flee hem, for )iei ben ravyshinge 
wolvys. Sum wole, as breris, tere wolle of sheepe and make 
hem cooH in charite, and sum wole sturdly, as f>ornes, sleye 
sheep of Holy Chirche, and {jus is our moder shent for defaute 
of mennys help. And more mede myjt no man have |>an to 
helpe jiis sory wydewe ; for princis of preestis and Pharisees 
Jiat calliden Crist a giloure have crocchid' to hem jie chesynge 
of many heerdis in {>e Chirche. And )iei ben taujt by Ante- 
crist to chese hise herdis and not Cristis, and (nis failij) Christis 
Chirche. Lord I si\i heerdis shulden passe fer sheep as men 
passen bletyng sheep, how shulde Cristis Chirche fare, jif jies 
heerdis weren turned to woolvys 1 But Crist sei|f ))at {>us it 
fareji among Jie heerdis of |;e Chirche, \aX many of hem ben 
hired hynes and nut heerdis over fie sheep, for pe shtep ben not )>er 
owun. And so [jei loven to litil ])e sheep, for ^if Jiei have |jere 
temporal hire, ]iei recken not how (ler flok fare. And ])us 
done alle [les curatours, |)at tellen more by worldely wynnynge 
|fan by vertues of jier sugettis or soule hele to come to hevene. 
Siche ben not heerdis of sheep, but of dunge and wolle of hem, 
and Jies shal not have in hevene joie of jier sheep Jiat t>ei kepen. 
Siche hynen seen pe u<olvys comynge to flokkis f)at ))ei shulde 
kepe, and pei jleen for drede of not', and Jies wolvys ravyshen 
pe sheep and scaleren hem, for |iis eende (lat (lei (anne may 
souner perishe. And \v& moved Poul to found none ordre, 
for Christis ordre is ynouj, and )ianne shulde alle Cristen men 
be more surely in o flok. Lord ! jif cowardise of siche hynen be 
1)U3 dampned of Crist, how myche more shulden wolvys be 
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dampnjd \ax ben putt to kepe Cristis sheep But Crist sei}i 
' a clene cau'ie whi pes kited kynen fleen Jius For he is an kyred 
kMie and J/e sheej ptrltynen not lo him but \t dung of siche 
sheep and |iis dung suffisi{> to hem howe^ere )je sheep faren 
Sum ben nol\es wijtouten for]) and ium ben wolves wi|)mne 
and |>es ben more perilous for homely enemyes ben f>e worste 
\\el wohis ben rehgiouse }iat Crist seij) in Mathews gospel 
ben wolves ra\jshmge aljif |)ei comen in sheepis clo]>is for bi 
()ib ypocrisve )>ei disseyven sonner ^t sheep And aljif |)er 
dwell)ng be wijjouten parishens of Jies sheep and jiei ben 
strange and newe broujt in bj jie fend jit J«i forjilen not to 
come and vi&ite Jie sheep But comounly whan )iei comen, 
[)et comen moost for to spu)Ie •xnA )fus done general} boJ> 
frens and monkes and chanouns But ]iei ben wohjs wi|iinne 
]>at seien }tit jiei have cure of soulis and ravyshen goodis of 
\es sheep and feden hem not goctli but ra]jer moven hem 
to synne, and waken not in heerdis office 

Bui Crist seip he is a good heerde, and knowip his sheep, and pet 
him. For jje office Jiat falliji to heerdis maki|) him known among 
hem, as my Fadir knowip me, and V ayn knowe my Fadir. So 
self) Crist, Ypult my lyfto kepe my sheep ajen wolvys. And as ]>is 
knowynge myjt not quenche bitwene Crist and his Fadir, so 
shulden }ies heerdis waken upon fer sheep; and [)ei shulden 
knowen him not by bodili feestis ne ojier synnes [>at he doi}), 
but by (>ree offices of heerdis |>at Crist ha]i lymytid to hem. It 
falliji to a good herde to lede his sheep in hole pasluris, and 
whan his sheep ben hirt or sCabbid, to hele hem and to grese 
hem ; and whan ojier yvel beestis assailen hem, Jian helpe hem. 
And herto shulde he putte his lyfe to save his sheepe fro siche 
beestis. pe pasture is Goddis lawe, Jtat ever more is greene 
in treujie, and rotun pasture ben oJier lawes and o]>er fablis 
wi])Outen ground. And cowardise of siche heerdis t>at dar not 
defende Goddis lawe witnessi}> Jiat Jiei fallen in two offices 
suyng after; for he J.at dar not for worldes drede defende )>e 
lawe of his God, how shulde he defende his sheep for love Jiat 
he hajf to hem ? And jif (lei biyngen in newe lawes contrarie 

' So B ; pH-itaaie, E ; A ha^ perolmis. 
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to Goddis lawe, how shulden [lei not failen after in otter 
offices ()at jiei shulden have ? But Crist |)at is heed of herdis 
seip, pal he hap oPer sheep Pat ben not yk of pis flok, and hem mut 
he brynge logidere, and teche hem to knowe his vois. And so shal 
pere he oo flok, and oon herds over hem alle. pes sheep ben 
he{>ene men or Jewes }iat Crist wole converte, ffor al |)es sha! 
make o flok, \^ which flok is holy Chirche ; but ferre fro Jiis 
undirstondinge, |)at alle men shal be convertid. 



t>E tRiDDE SoKDAi Gospel after Eestir. 
[SERMON XLIX.] 

Modicum etjani non videbitis me. — JooN xvi. [i6.] 
Here telli)) Crist to his Chirche how }ier wille shulde be tem- 
prid, for variyng^e of |ier heed after his resureccioun. He seiji 
ferst to his apostlis pal per is fiy a lilil lyme and pet shal not see 
him, for he shal be deed and buried; for Jies wordis of Crist 
weren seid )ie nexte pursday bifore his deeji; and aftir Crist 
seiji to his disciplis, pal Pere shulde sue a more tyme and pan pet 
shulden see Crist, and ofte tymes be confortid by him. And )iat 
was fro rysynge of Crist to ^ tyme }iat he steye to hevene. 
But for Crist ha]> lymytid tyme |)at he shuld come to his Fadir, 
Crist sei{> Jtis time shal be litil,/i"' he goip to his Fadir. For boj>e 
Cristis liynge in ]>e sepulcre and his dwellinge here in erjw 
was litil tyme as God limitide, to answere to his ascencioun. 
And sum of disciplis of Crist saidsn togidere. What is pis pat 
Crist seip to us, a litil and efle y shal se me, for IT go to my Fadir. 
And pei seiden. What is pis litil, for we witen nevere what he 
menep. And fesus wiste pat his disciplis wolden axe him of }>is 
unknowun ]>inge', and he seide pus to hem; Of pis y axen among 
ym, pal F seide, a litil tyme shulde come, and pan y shal not se me, 
and sip a litil but more tyme, and pan y shal see me. Forsope, 
fforsope, Y seie to you, pat y shal hope grete and wepe, but pe world 

' So E ; A and B wrongly italieisE the word. 
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panne skal joie, and pan shal y be soreuful, but yntre sorewe 
shal Htrm to joie. And (lis was sot> of ]>e apostlis afdr fe 
rysyng of Crist, ffor first \t\ maden more sorewe, and si{) lasse, 
and sit" joie. And worldely men contrarieden hem, l>at first 
hadden joie and sif> sorewe, for Jiei joieden of aposdis sorewe 
and sorewiden of apostlis joie. And efie Crist telliji a kyndely 
saumple, to prynte Jiis word more in ]ier herte, 

A womman, sei}> Crist, whan she travailip wip child, hap sorewe 
of hir peyne, but aftir whan she is delyverid, she haj> joie of Mr 
child, and/orytifi her former sorewe, for man is bore in to pe world. 
Andperfore y have sorewe now, but efte Y shal see you, andyoure 
herte shal have joie, and no man shal take fro 30a ^ourjoie. pis 
womman, to Cristis entent, is oure modir holy Chirche, and 
every party })erof Jiat is also holy Chirche. And as long as 
we lyven here, we ben travelynge of child, to brynge oure soule 
to surete fro bisie sorewe of jiis world, and so to brynge forf) 
]ie hole man to blisse bojie in bodi and sonle. And whan we 
comen to fis state we ]>enken not of oure former sorewe to 
oure anoye or to oure mornynge, for joie of ende Jiat sueji; 
but we Jienken in oure herte |)at for jiis peyne ]iat we have now, 
we shal have myche joie whan we ben ful made in }ie world. 
And fat shal nevere be done fully bifore Jiat we come to blisse, 
for we mornen til jiat tyme. For we may lijtly perishe fro lyfe, 
but fianne a man is fully made, whan he is corouned in blisse, 
for ]>anne he is certeyne to lyve evere in blis withouten peyne. 

Clerkis seien |>af whan a roan is broujt |)us to Goddis chambre, 
j)an he is fully spousid with God, and dowid, bojie in bodi and 
in soule, of foure doweris of Jie bodi. Crist toke ernes' here in 
f>is world, for whan he cam out of his modir he brak not [le 
cloister of hir, but, as Jie sunne comej) Jiorouj Jie glas, so Crist 
cam fro his modir wombe. And |>is morwjyve^ is clepid of 
clerkes, dower of bodily sntilte, and ofte usid Crist [lis dower 
fro )»at tyme {lat he was rysen. pe secounde dower of |>e bodi 
is clepid agilite, liat is swiftnesse Jierof and to raoven hou 
a man wole ; and fiis dower usid Crist whan he wente upon }>e 
water, and specialy at \dX tyme J)at he stied in to heven. pe 
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[iridde dower of |>e bodi is incorniptibiiite, jiat )je body may not 
die ne be broke hi no [ling ; and |jis dower knew jie fend whan 
he aleggide to Crist Jiat he shulde not hurte his foot, 3if he 
lepte doun fro \>e temple. And by vertue of l)is dower |« kny^tis 
broken not Cristis J>ies, ne, whan he cam in at J>e jatis |>e bordis 
broken not his bodi. pe foiir)ie dower and |>e laste is cleryng 
of mannis bodi, whan it shynej) brijt in hevene as j>e sunne or 
o))er sterres ; and Jiis dower toke Crist to him in tyme of his trans- 
figuringe. And herfore selde Petre jianne, (>at good was hem to 
be ))ere, for J)is is \e heiest dower Jiat falli|i unto mannis body. 

And after f«s foure doweris fallen foure unto |)e soule. 
pe first and jie moste dower answeriji to Jie last of )ie bodi, 
))at a soule blessid in hevene ha)i clere knowyng of alle 
(lingis, yaX. is or was or ever shal be. And sijj a rnan haji 
deiite to see a pley here in erjie, or a lord, or ^^ing of wounder, 
and jierwiji fedi|> his bodi, myche more Jiis clere sijt of God 
and alle his creaturis shulden fuHi fede Jie blessid soule, and 
[lereafter blisse J>e bodi. And herfor seij) oure Jesus, in the 
gospel of Seint joon, [lat )iis is lyf wijiouten ende, to knowe f>e 
Fadir and his Sone. For }ian men knowen in Jiis myrour al 
creaturis |)at may be ; and J>is clere sijt is more joyeful jian ony 
tunge may telle here, pe secounde dower of |ie soule is vertue 
to kepe ful knowynge, so )>at knowyng of oo jiing contrarie]) 
not to anolier And r jt as bodi shal ever last for acorde of alle 
his partis so mannis nitt s shai ever last for iokynge m |« first 
mjTOur and so man forjitefi not in heiene )imgis )at he sum 
tyme knewe pe [iridde dower of l>e soule is redynesse for to 
knowe al |)ingi3 |)at man wole hou ofte fat he wole fitnke on 
hem for jif he traveihd m ]«s JHJUjt ony jimg i,ens his wiUe 
he wtre not fully in bhsse ne wijiouten anoyous pejne And 
nejieles we b leven jiat seintis have whit fiei wolen h-ne and 
[■ei wolen noo |nng |iat is jvel And \\xz men grounden many 
blja IS but al ten broujt to Jies frure ))at we can rekene in 
semt s As |)e fourjie dowerj of mm in bhs answeryng to Jie 
first of J>e bodi is sutilte of mannis soule J>at it takij> al k\n 
treujie and herby is [not]' undisposid to cast out oo treujie b> 

' The ' not. which spoils the sense, is rightly omitted in E. 
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anojier ; but as many blessid bodies ben Eogidere in o place, 
so many blessid knowyngis ben togidere in oo soule. Surete 
of siche goodis may not faile to ])es seintis, si)) Jiei seen 
clereJy in God how it is nede al |)is to be. And so Jiei witen 
how [>ei have al }ie Joie j)at \t\ wolen, si(i hem wantifi no kyn 
])ing |>at ])ei shulden desire to have. 



)JE FouRliE SoNDAi Gospel aftir Eestih. 
[SERMON L.] 

Vado ad eum qui misU tne. — John xvi. [5.] 
pia gospel of Joon telli)) hie pryvete of ]fing Jiat is to come 
bifore ])e day of dome. And, for Cristis assencioun is ney^, 
|ierfore Crist tellijj a word of his assencioun }iat his apostlis 
shulden trowe. Crist, to whom al |jing Jiat shal be is present, 
361(1 upon Jie puTsday Jiat he shulde die on \t morow : ¥ go to 
him pat hafi sent me to ))e erjie, and ]>at is a myche office, to bye 
\t chirche of men. And for my steiyng is so opyn, as* it is hid 
bifore tyme, noon of ^ou axifi me whidir pal Y go, but yt,/or V 
have spoke Pes pingis unto y>u, je trowen not* but li3tly jiat fei 
ben solie, and so oonhed^*, sorow hap now fillid ^oure kerlis, for 
Y have told 50U how ]>sX Y shal suffre, hou Y shal be reproved, 
and how Y sha! die, and how Y shal aftir be absentid fro jou ; 
and how Y shal dwelle in hevene til Y come to |)e last day 
to jnge jje world to joye or to peyne. And >es wordis shulden 
make frendis to mourne among hem silf, but F seie ^ou Iriupe, 
a spedip io ym pat Y go, for y/ Y go not, pe Holy Goost shal not 
come to yu, and yfY shal go, Y shal sendt him to ^ou. And 
whan he shal come he shal reprove pe world of synne, of ri^wis- 
nese, and also of jugement. 

' and. E. ' noa, E. ' oon hid, B ; unhid, E ; on hid, C. 

• The variations of the MSS. and restored the words to Wyclif, and 

the fact of their all including the explain the passage thus ; ' You 

words ' and so oonhed ' in the italics, readily believe that my words ace 

show that the scribes themselves did tnie, and so unity ; ' i. e. harmonious 
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Bui Jiis shal be undirstonde thus— God shal reprove Jiis - 
world of synne of unireiij>e, for pei Irowidm not in me. And ■ 
))is is j>e first synne, and moost unkynde Jiat |iei myjten do 
to God ; fFor sif) Crist came to Jiis world and by-cam our 
brolier to bye us, and algatis to profite to mankynde, and 
he is so opyn treujie shewid fms unto man, ])is is a greet 
synne to trowe not here to Crist, For in synnynge in j)is fei|; 
unk\nde men untrowen to his Fadir and to Crist and also to 
t>e Holy Goost for |)is holy Trinite witnessij- {lis journey. And 
a<i bile\e is first lertue and ground of al ojier, so unbileve is 
(>e first '.)nne of alle o[jer, and Jierfore synne take' by himsilf 
IS take for ))!•) moost famous. Of |)is synne shal the Gost 
repreve men of )ns world. 

Secoundlj «hal )>is Goost reprme men of ri-^lwisrusse Jiat }iei ; 
shulden have to Crist and unkyndely wanten it. For sich a 
messanger should be worshipid of aJle men, and heried, for 
sich 1 message siji it was so profitable. And so Jie world 
shal be dampned for wanting of fiis rijtwisnesse, and spe- 
cial), for siihe a persone goip ayn to his Fadir. And |>at 
shewi)) ))at Crist is Jie secounde persone in Trinite, and so 
bi his godhede evene wiji his Fadir, and bi his manheed lasse, 
but even in kynde wi}) his bre|)eren. And |?us rijt wole 
axe jiat Jiis persone were worshipid. 

pe jjridde tyme shal J>is Goosi reprove men of pis world, for \ 
pet jugide folily J>at Crist was led by a fend. And jit Jie most 
hie fend, prinee of pis worlde, is now juged to helle, for he 
temptide l>us Crist and dide him unworshipe. 

J;'/, seifi Crist, V have many pingis to seie to ^ou, bui y may 
not bere hem now ; but pe spirit of treupe shal come to ■yiu, ' 
and teche you alle treupe, and make jou strong to here treu)>e 
to suffryng of dee)), perfore |iis good maister shal here by- 
gynne for to teche \t boke of lyfe, and he shal nevere ende 
to teche, til jiat his disciplis coraen to hevene; and [lere ))ei 
shal clerely knowe eche treuj>e l>at men can telle. He shal not 
speke of himsilf wif>outen ony cause bifore, but al pingis Pat 
he shal here of the Fadir and of lie Sone shal he speke and telle 
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jou, and je shal after teche his Chirche. And pingis pal here 
after hen to come shal pis Goost telle y)u. For |>e apostlis knewun 
here al Jiat now is nede to knowe, for in )iis mesure ledde 
God hem, and movede hem to do his dedis. He chargide 
hem not wif) ydel witt Jiat herfore |>ei shulden be proud, but alle 
[>at nedide hem to kunne, Jiei kouden }iat redely, pis Goost 
shal darifie me, for he shal take of myne and Shewe y>u ]>e treujie 
Jiat Y am and jiat Y have. And so in knowing of )iis treujie 
))e apostlis shal wele knowe Crist, how bi his godhede he is 
ever wi]i jie Fadir, and anentis his manhede, he is evere in kynde 
wi|> his brefieren. But in grace of oonhede he passi)> alle ojier 
men Jiat may be, si}i no man may be God but he, and welle 
of grace as he is. And herfore Crist declari]) him silf, and 
seiji, pat alle pal his Fadir hap den' hise, and herfore he seide 
pat pe Goosl shal take of his and shewe to his dtsciplis, as ben 
J« apostlis and oJier after. 

And in Jiese lieye wordis of witl, Crist techiji how he wif) 
his Fadir is J« same God in kynde, and bryngij) forj) Jie 
Holy Goost. For ellis Jie Fadir hadde J>is Goost, and Crist 
hadde not J)is same Goost, and so not al Jiat Jie Fadir haj> 
had Crist as verre God. But sij> J'is word of Crist is so) it 
shewiji openly Jiat Crist is God and of him wij> his Fadir 
comej" forJ) \t Holy Goost. pis Holy Goost may not be 
made, but ever comeji forji of Jies two, 11 ^if jie shynynge 
of (le Sonne come for]> evere of lijt and brijtnesse But for 
[lis sentence is myche hid fro witt of Jie comoun peple Jierfore 
shulde preestis shapen of Jie wordis of J)is gospel what m^jt 
profite to his puple after undirstondinge of hem 

And we shulden marke J>is word of Crist lihan he seiji to his 
disciplis, but jif he go fro hem to hevene, he shil not sende to 
hem Jje Holy Goost; and many men musen of Jies word s siji 
Crist was every where almyjty, and so he myjt as we!e m erjie 
1 hevene sende hem Jiis Goost. Lord ! what nedid Crist to 
stye and speke wiji mouji wijj Jiis Goost. Sich wordis shewen 
men ful rude to conseyve J)is mater, and Jierfore it were nede 
to hem to knowe witt of jtes wordis. We shal trowe Jiat Cristis 
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disciplis lovedcn him here to fleishly, and jiei musten be purgid 
here of })is love bi jie Hoiy Goost ; and ]ies Jiingis myjt best 
be done whan nianhede of Crist was fro hem. And |>us for 
rudenesse of apostlis, Crist sei}) |rat it spediji J)at he go fro hem, 
but he dweili]) bi his godhede and his vertue ever wi)i hem. 
And herfore he seiji anojier tyme, }iat he is al daies wi[i hem 
unto \e eende of {"is world, bi Godhede and vertue of his 
manhede. And |>us whan Crist was went to hevene, his 
apostlis weren clere in love, and leften j)e love of erfely )iingis, 
and fioujten clenly of hevetily Jiingis. 

And of )>is witt taken sum men fat it falliji not to Cristis viker 
ne to preestis of holy Chirche to have rentis here in erjie. But , 
Jesus shulde be her rente, as he seiJi ofte in the olde lawe; and 
Jier bodily sustynaunce Jiei shulden have of Goddis parte, as of 
dymes and offryngis and o|>er alraes taken in mesure ; [« which 
by jier holylyf JieiabUdenhemi^totake ]>iis. Lord! si|> lie bodi of 
Crist undisposid }ie apostlis to take (lis Goost, myche more shulde 
worldely lordship unable men now to take }iis Goost. And 
sij) ]>ei have now o Goost, it is lycly bi {«r dedis {>at |)ei have 
a wickide Goost fiat ledi)> hem an yvel wey. And in )ies wordis 
we may see hou religiouse fat ben to day, drawen more to fer 
abite and to ^ti stynkynge ordenaunce, fan Crist wolde |>at his 
apostUs chargiden [lanne''' presence of his bodi. And herfore 
Crist sent his apostlis aloone, scaterynge into |>e world, and 
certis fei weren more able now fan whan he sent hem two and 
two ; for now fei weren rype by jie Holy Goost more sadly 
fan fei weren bifore. But oure freris fat ben syke ben closid 
now in cloistre togidere, mo fan twelve of Cristis apostlis ; 
and fis semef by fe fendis cautel, fat jif on blec^ not his 
brofer, anofer worse shulde fylen' hem. And herfore sum 
freris have witt to holde hem ferre fro siche a lumpe and avente 
hem in fe world; and fan shulden fei have good goost, for 
fus did Crist wif his disciplis, and him fei shulden suen in lyf. 



.m. C ; t*, E ; )>anne. 1 
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pE FYFhE SoNDAi Gospel after Eestir. 
[SERMON LI.] 

Amen, Amen, dico vohis, si quid peiieritis. — John xvi. [23.] 
Cbist lelli}> in [lis gospel hou his disciplis sliulden be heipid 
by vertue of her preier, whan he was styed in to hevene. And 
first he sei)) a general word, and takij) boj)e his kyndis to witnes, 
fat, y/fiei axen oie^Jie Fadir of hevene in his name, he shal ^yre it 
hem. But, as Crist sei]j, uiUo pat fyme his disciplis axiden not in 
his name, and herfor aftirward shulden fiei axen j>ai J>ere joie were 
ful, and pet shulden take. Al [>e hardnesse of j)is mater is to cunne 
perfidy to axe in Cristis name, for he shal have fiat axiji |)us. 
But sij) cure Jesus is treujie and heljie of men (lat trowun in him, 
))at man axiji in Cristis name, Jiat axiJi in treujie his soule heljie. 
Crist is moost lord of al, and jierfore he wole have dispit, but 
jif men axen him a greet J>ing; (for ellis his lordship and [)at 
axing acorden not to his name. And so, 5if |)0U wilt axe in 
Cristis name, axe |ie blisse |iat evere shal laste ; and siji Crist 
is treu}>e and resoun, loke ]>i axinge be resonable, and ])an 
mfdst jjou be sure to have }« Jiing |>at ]>oii asist |>os. And 
herfore Crist in |iis gospel biddij) us to axe oure ful joie, and }tan 
shal we have it, if |>at we axen it in resoun ; for no man haji 
but half joie, but jif he be ful of blisse. And |)is greet lord 
wole not be axid but Jiis blisse, or menes Jierto ; and jif man 
axe )tus in resoun Jiat he be wor{>i to have it, he shal have it 
wi>outen doute whan best tyme were Jiat he hadde it ; and he 
shai have on jie best manere |je f)ing jiat he axi|i }ius. 

And herfore jie seven axingis >at Crist techi]) in Jie Pater noster 
meneji' |)is forme of axinge; and algatis to axe in charite ; and 
jjerfore men fat lyven in werre ben unable to have fer axinge : 
but Jiei axen fer owne dampnynge in )« fifte peticioun, for 
(ler (lei axen fat God forjyve hem fer dettis fat fei owen to 
hym, ri}t as fei forjyven men fat ben dettours unto hem. And 

I So in B ; Bwnen, E, C ; mow{>, A. 
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here we shal undirstonde [iit ech man is dettnur to God and 
ech man owiji to eche olier to do him good m chante And 
so failynge to love God of ■il |)in herte and alle Jn wiUe jiou 
rennest in grete dette bojie ijens God and man And so i 
Jtis fifle axing fies men Jiat werren now a daies ■ixen him as Jn 
wolden mene, — forjy\e us for we ben even wi]) j)ee or clhs take 
venjaunce in ire of us as we taken vengeamn,e of oure bre 
jieren. And Jiis is noo good praicr but more a^mge of God hs 
venjaunce ; and for Jiis cauie man\ men ben unherd m |)er 
praier, and turned in to more wel fnr f«re unskilful praier 
And siche men weren bttter to le\e Jian to preien on sich 
maner. For many men preien for venjaunce and for woridis 
prosperite, and in |)e ire of God he jjve[> hem )iat |)ei axen 
but it were beter to hem to preje not Jius, ne to ha%e Jies Jjingis. 
And ))us men of contrarle londis preien God in grete pro- 
cessiouns ; and for unwor))inesse of her preier hem were beter 
to sitten at home. And, for men wilen not for what ];ing )iei 
shulden preie God in siche causis, Jierfore good lyvynge pro- 
litiji more, and })e Holy Goost axiji Jian for hem. And who 
ever stere^ men to yvel lyfe, jif )iei ben freris J'at crien heye, 
God heerej) hem not to good, but raj)er to take venjaunce ■: 
hem. For Crist seiji, }iat not ech man ]iat sei]) to him Lord, 
Lord, shal come in to lie blis of hevene, but he J'at eendiji 
in rijt lyf, for he preie)) in jie name of jie Trinite. And )> 
Jebedeus sones preieden for good, but in yvel manere. And 
BO algatis ryjt lyf is )>e beste in niannis preier, for siche iyfe 
preiefi beter to God {)an hie voicis of ypocritis. 

And after seiJi Crist to his apostlis, Jial J>es Pingh he s 
bifore io hem in proverbis and mystily; hil now is come !y?ne whan 
he shal no! speke )?U3 unto hem in proverbis, but aperlly of his Fadir 
he shal klU hem as best is. In pal date shal Cristen men ax 
Crislis name unto lier blisse. And now he seip unlo hem pat he 
shal preie his Fadir o/^ hem, for fiei shal be mateer to Crist and 
make his rewme, Wherfore he preie)>, Pat pe Fadir love pes 
apostlis and ojier men Jiat suen hiYa,Jbr pei loveden Jesus Crist 
and irowiden Pal he cam fro God; jhe, J>at Crist bi his manhede 
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came of God in his godhede. Crist cam fro fie Fadtr and cam 
in to pe world, and now whan Crist ha)i done his message, he 
forsakip a^en Pe world, and goi]) bi manhede to his Fadtr. And 
Cristis disciplis seiden to him, Lo, now pou spekisl opynfy, and pou 
seist flow noo proverhe ; andperfore we witen wele pat pou knowisl 
alle ptngis and il is to pe no nede pat om man i\:e pe u^ for 
jiou wost bifore ))e axinge what men shulle axen and what 
\>ngs leve In Jn zi.t Iroueit pit pou e me fro G i as his 

And l)is L le\e is ground to men to 1 a\e of God what ])at 
hem neliji and tu wite what is best to hem al 5 t it displese 
to J)C world But as men )iit ben n fe\eri des re not |iat 
were beft for hem so men here in s}nne cove ten not he'll 
]>m^ for hem For jie \ orld e !e ) ^t ]« apos 1 s weren foohs 
and forsaken of Go 1 and so itwolie see todaie of men [lat 
Ijieden l)ke to hem for worldi joie and eerjiel) gool plesi)> 
to hem wiji meenes Jierto ind ]>e saitron not he\enly good 
nt rjt su)nf, after Crist Ani )is jugement now in ye world 
IS open witnesse ajens 11 en fat [ei be njt hoole m soule but 
turnei am>s to -v or] leh )> ngis For as a mouji of a sjke man 
dslemperel fro good mete mo c]) h m for to co eite j) ng b 
contrar e to h s hel])e so it is of mannis soule Jiit si\oure)i not 
Goddis lawe. And as wanting of appetit is a signe dedly to 
man, so wanting of Goddis witt is signe of his secounde dee)>. 
And jugement )jat now regneji of worldely prosperile is token 
of men Jiat ]<e\ ben foolis and saveren not of Goddis lawe. 
For ])e world seijj comounly fat jif a man have worldely blisse 
and [>e world leije^ to him in killynge of his enemyes, ]>an God 
lovef) him and doi{> miraclis for his sake. But, Lord I where is 
oure bileve f^at we shulde trowe in love of God, Jiat it stondiji 
not in Jiis but raf er hate of God ! And, as Gregori self'*, as 
a bole Jat shal be kild goi|) in com at his wille, and is not 
pyned' ne iraveilid wiji o>er beestis ; so a lyrae of Jie fend is 
left fro )ie grace of God, to figure his dampnacioun, and suffrid 

' saveren, E. ' joyi, C. ■' So in B ; pynyd, E ; pynde, C ; 

A ha? pyndid. 

' I have l)ecn unalilc Ui verify Ihii reference. 
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to do myche hanne here, to large his peyne aftirward. We 
shuldeti leve {les sensible signes and take ensample of hoiy 
men, as of Crist and of his apostlis ; hou Jiei hadden not her 
blisse here. But here Crist ordeynede peynes and hate of }>e 
world and pursuyng to men (lat he moost lovede, to teche us 
Jiat come after hem. And J'us signes of paciens and pursuynge 
in J)is erjie shulde be tokens of Goddis love and not signes 
of Antecrist. 



! SoNDAi Gospel after Eestib. 



[SERMON LII.] 

Cum otent Parachtus — John w [26] 
Crist tel]i]> his disciphs of comyng of }>e Confortour |>e 
whith IS Jie Holj Goost and what Ijf )>ei shal after lede And 
ech man shulde cunne here ]iis lore for [lan he ma) be soulis 
leche and witc bi signer of his life \^her his soule be seke or 
hoole Lord I sifi a fisician leme)! diligenth his signei in veyne 
in pons' and ot>er J-ingis wher a manms bodi be hool how 
myche more shulde he knowe sich signes ])at telle n heljie of 
mannis soule, and how he haji him to God. Al^if siche l>ingis 
ben pryve and passen worldly witt of men, ne))eles )ie Holy 
Goost telli)) men sum of siche signes, and maki)> hem more 
certeyne )ian men can juge of bodily helfie. And, for we 
shulden kyndely desire for to knowe f^e soulis state, {lerfore J'e 
Holy Goost, Jiat techi|i us to knowe Jies signes, is clepid a con- 
fourtour of men, passinge o[)er confortours. And as a mannis 
soule is beter J^an ]je bodi, and endeles good passiji temporal 
good, so jiis knowynge of f>e soule passiji o|)er mannis 
cunnynge, 

Crist seiji {"US to his disciplis. Whan J>is confortour shal come 
pal Y shal sende ^ou of }>e Fadir, Goost of treupe pat comep forp 
of him, he shal also bere wilnesse of me; and y shal also here 
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wilmsse, fnr y ben wij} me ahoey fro Jie ligynnynge of my 
prechinge. But here may Grekes be moved to trowe [lat Jie 
Holy GooBt comeji not forf but of J« Fadir and not of Crist 
})at is his sone ; for ]>e toon seij) Crist, and in |)is gospel leveji 
Jie toJ>er. And it seme]> to sum men, 5if ))is were treu|>e fat 
shulde be trowid, God wolde lijtly telle |jis treu])e as he telli]> 
o)ier ))at we trowen ; and ellis it were presumpcioun to charge 
Jie Chirche wiji jiis trujie, siji neijier autorite of God, ne resoun, 
techiji Jiat Jiis is soji; and al bileve nedeful to men is tolde hem 
in Jie lawe of God. Here me J?inkiji Jiat Latynes synneden sum 
what in J>is poynt, for many ojier pointis weren now more 
nedefu! to Jie Chirche ; as it were more nedeful to wite, where 
al Jiis Chirche hange in power of jie pope, as it is seid comounly, 
and where men Jiat shal be sawd ben nedid here to shryve 
hem to pr d Ji f d ^ Ji Jie pe haji li^tly 

ordeyned Emjikjiji )']')' Ooost comeJ> 

bojie ofJiFd dfJieS d>p bene cause 

of him ; d J" k Ji n h Id ist seye, he 

sendiji JiisG JjJiG llufji Goost come 

of him. Ad JijGk JiC lejijiis word, 

certis sodJ>hm J'f n and jit we 

trowen hen C Jj hi 1 h f s principaly 

his Fadri d 3 Ji h b Ji welle is in 

his Fadir. S Ji Jj ill b 1 h Ji Fadir loveji 

Jie Sone cmjif Jia JiS bp pal' of Goddis 
power. And in jiis word Crist techiJi us to do algatis worship 
to God, And Jius J>es Grekes may not prove Jiat we trowen 
fals in J>is bileve, or Jiat Crist lefte Jiis treujie, wijwuten cause to 
telle it JiuB ; for bi Jiis Jiat Crist seiji, Jie Holy Goost came of his 
Fadir, and leveJi Jius |ie comynge of him, he stoppiji Jie pride 
of J>e Chirche and techiJi men to worshipe God. But whan he 
sei> Jiat he sendiJi fie Holy Goost to his disciplis, and alle (lat 
his Fadir haji ben his, he techifi clerely Jiat Jiis Goost comeji of 
him ; and ojier wise shulde Crist not speke. 

And Jius Latyns ben to blame, for J>ei leven nedeful treujie, and 
depen hem in ojier treujie, Jiat is now not so nedeful. And Jius 
seien sum men Jiat Jie bishop of Rome, Jiat jiei elepen heed of )ie 
Chirche, and Jierto pope, and Crislis viker, doiji more harme to jie 
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Chirche of Crist ]jan doi|> viker of Thomas in Inde^, or viker of 
Poul in Grees, or }te Soudan of Babilon. For |)e rote of which he 
came, |>at is dowynge of [le Chirche and heyng of ]ie emperoure, 
is not ful holy ground, but envenymed wiji synne. But pis 
venym first was litil, and hid by cautelis of Jie fend, but now 
it is growen to inyche and to hard to amende. So]> it is ['at 
ech aposde was obedient to ech ojier, as Petre obeishid unlo 
Poul whan he reprovede hym; and )ius {lenken sum men f>at 
))ei shulden obeishe to t>e pope, but no more )ian Crist biddij), 
no more ]>an to o|)er preestis, but jif he teche bettre Goddis 
wille and more profitiji' to men; and so of alle his ordenaunce, 
but jif it be groundid in Goddis lawe, sette no more prys jierby 
Jian hi lawe of )ie emperoure. Men shulden seie myche in }iis 
matere, and o])er men shulden do in dede; but men wolden 
holde hem heretikes, as )>e fendis lymes diden CrisL And so 
|>icke ben bis membris \iX who so holdij) wi|> Cristis lawe, he 
shal be schenl many weyes and algatis wif lesyngis. 

And Jiis telli]) Crist bifore unto his postlis, to make hem 
stronge and arme hem a3ens siche perse cuciouns. ]>espingis, seifi 
he, y spake to you, Pat y be not sdaundrid. He is sclaundrid |>at 
is lettid by word or by dede, so |>at his rijt wille falle doun fro his 
witt; and so yS a man be pursued and suffre it paciently, be is 
not sclaundrid, al ;if men synnen ajens him. pe first pursuyt 
ajens Crist shal be of false preestis, not al oonly lettyng [le 
membris of Crist to reule ]>e puple in chirchis, as curatis 
shulden do, but pulte hem out of chirche as cursid men or 
heretikes. And herfore sei|f Crist pal Jiei sha! make 50U ivipout 
synagogis. But jit shal more woodnesse come after |>is, for Jiei 
procuren fie puple, bo(>e more and lassc, to kille Cristis disciplis 
for hope of grete mede. And herfore Crist seifi certeyn of Jiis 



' frofite, E, 



- The tradition of the vibit of the 
apostle Thomas to India is of later 
origin than the time of Eusebius 
being fiiit mentioned by writers of 
the close of the fonrth and begin 
ning of the lifth centuiy, suuh as 
Gregory Nazianzen St Ambrose 
and St Jerome The Christians 
founrl in MMabar bv fat Jraiicis 



Xavicr certainly called themselves 
Lhiistians of St. Thomas;' but 
this 15 supposed by many to have 
arisen from a confusion between the 
apoitle and a Nestorlan missionary, 
(Dean Stanley, article ' Thomas ; ' 
Smith's B/W. Bid.; Kitto's Cyclo- 
p.sdia) 
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er, foal hour is tome pat ech man pat killifo fous good men, skal 
juge him to do to God medeful obedience. And to |>is ende pro- 
curen freris, Antecristis disciplis, (>at wel ny;e it is )jus now 
among Cristene men. Sum men be sumnyd to Rome and 
])ere putt in prisoun, and sum ben cryed as heretikes among 
}ie comoun peple; and over Jiis, as men seien, freris killen |>er 
Owen brejieren, and procuren men of Jie world to kille men ])at 
seien hem treu|>e. And oo drede letti)? hem fat jiei stirte not 
to more woodnesse, for ]^i defenden fat it is leveful and mede- 
ful, preestis for to fijt in cause (lat {)ei feynen Goddis ; and so 
jif )>er parte be stronger jian seculers, jiei may move )ies preestis 
to fijt ajens )>es gentilmen. And as ]>ei have robbid hem of 
temporal goodis, so J'ei wole pr)^e hem of swerde as unable, 
and seie ]>at sich fijting shulde best falle to preestis. pus 
hadden preestis |jis swerd bifore Jiat Crist cam, and Jiei drowun 
so ferre out of religioun of God til fat fiei hadden kild Crist, 
heed of holy Chirche. 

AUe men shulden be ware of cautelis of f-e fend, for he 
slepi|i not, castynge fals weies, and al Jies done fendis 
lymes ; for pet knowea not foe Fadt'r and his sone bi propertees 
of hem, pe fend blyndijj hem so in worldly purpos, ])at [>ei 
knowen not streng}ie of God ne wisdom of his bidding ; for 
feif) fai]f]> unto hem l>at )iei loken not aferre, but ))ing |>at is 
nyje Jier eye, as beestis wijiouten resoun. Alk pis hap Crist 
spoke to his disciplis pal whan lyme cotnep of hem, foet shulden pan 
have mynde pat he hap seid hem Pes perelis to come. And ))e 
Holy Goost move)) ever sum men to studie Goddis !awe and 
have mynde of ])is witt; and so love of Goddis lawe and sadde 
savoure J)erynne, is token to men fat fei ben Goddis children, 
but jii of )>er ende [>ei ben uncerteyn. 
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pK Gospel on Witt Sokdai. 

[SERMON LIII.] 

Si quis diligil me.— John xiv.' [23.] 
In )>is gospel move]) Crist his children, to love, for charite 
is Jie best cloi)i [lat ony man may have ; and herfore Bei}> 
Goddis lawe Jiat love is stronge as dee]>, for love moveJ> men 
to suifre dee)? gladly, in Goddis cause. And where deji is \^ 
moste Jfing Jiat man dredi]) here, |jis loie passi|f kynde and 
makiji men to coveite siche dee];; and ])is wille is not harmful 
but glorious to men, si)) bi siche love men brennen as coolis", 
and turnen in to Goddis clo])i9 as angelis of hevene. First 
sei]) Crist ])us, yf ony man love Mm, he shiitde kepe his word, for 
j)at is ))e same treu])e ; and sij) God is kynde ajen to men Jiat 
loven him j]us, Crist sei|) J>at his Fadir shal love him a^en; and 
jif his Fadir love a man, J>e two ojier persones love])"- him, and 
al siche love of God mut nedis be evermore. And ])e manhede 
of Crist worchij) [jus bi j)is love ; ;'/ shal brynge wip Crist siche 
membris of him to hevene, and so to clere sijt of fe holy Trinite. 
And so Crist wip his membris shal make pere per dwdlinge wij)- 
outen ony ende, bi love of ])e Holy Goost ; for seintis in 
hevene may not passe f>is ende, for )>an jiei weren foolis 
chesynge a worse eende. 

For Crist wolde shewen oonhede to loven him and to kepen 
his wordis ; [lerfore he sei)) efle, He pal lovep him not, he kepip 
not hise wordis. And herfore Crist, discryvynge a man jiat 
love]) him, sei)i ])us after in ];e same gospel. He pal hap 
my coniandemeiUis and kepip hem in his lyfe, he is Pal ilkc 
pal lovep me weP. Here may we wite where a man love 
God, for 3if he loveJ> God, he Iove(i his lawe and wordis 
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of }« gospel, for alle (lei comeii to oon ; and jif he love}> noi 
Goddis lawe he love]> not his God. And herfore ech man fat 
lovel> not Goddis word, (lat he wolde not die Jierfore to defende 
it, he lovejj not his God as he shidde love him ; for it is al oone 
to love God and to love his word, and as myche as Jjou lovest 
God, shuldist ])ou love his word. But for love of ]ii God, J'Ou 
shuldist lese Jii lyfe, and so Jjou shouldist lese ]fi lyfe for defence 
of Cristis word; and in cowardise of |?is love ben many men 
smyttid, but knyjtis bi |)er ordre shulden be redy in ))is love. 
But, for Crist haji seid Jiat men shulden kepe hise wordis, many 
men my3ten muse what Jiing ben |>ese wordis. But Crist seil> (>at 
alle Jies wordis ben treujies, as ten treufiis of )« co man dementi 3, 
and alle ben wifiouten ende ; and so he J>at kepijf not J>e wordis 
of Crist, he kepiji not his o vioxAJ>e which Pel have herd, and pis 
word which pel have herd is noi CrisHs, iul his Fadris. For 
it is Cristis persone, and Crist is not Cristis sone, but }« Sone 
of fie Fadir; and Jius we may see worjiinesse of Goddis word. 
Wordis of God ben many by diversite of resoun, but al |iei 
rennen to gidere in o myddil poynte, and so |>ei hen alle 
Goddis word, ])at is him silfe. And, for [les wordis ben mysty 
and derke to Jie puple, jierfor 3yve|i Crist hem a confort in J-is 
matere, and seiji, Pal he haP spoke pes pingis unlo hem dwellynge 
wip hem, and (lei ben jIt mysty; bui pe Conforiour pat is pt 
Holy GoosI, Pe which pe Fadir shal sende in pe name of Crist, 
shal teche hem alle pingis )>at ben now hid to hem. And }ius it 
falli{> unto men to know rudely first a )iing and generaly, as 
philosophris speken, and after shulden Jiei knowe more sutilly 
)je same Jiing; and Jius Crist hi his manheed told first mysty 
wordis, and si)i bi his fynger shewide sutilte of hem. And jit 
Jiis Holi Goost shal have order of ()is lore, /or first he shal 
move mennis eris in sensible voicis, and siji he shal be slyden 
ynne and teche mennis pou-^iis, in alle |>at Crist haf) spoke bifore, 
in general wordis, J>ei ne shal ceese anoon to lerne more 
sutilly, but ever in t>is lyf fei wexen more rype til }tat Jiei comen 
to hevene, and jiere knowe al fuUJ. 

And, for pees of mannis soule disposi}) hini to leme, jierfore 
Crist byhotif) his children jiis pees, and seiJi |>us, Pees Y leve 
lo you; and my pees V 5_>w -,(>u. Crist wiste Jiai him silfe 
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shulde "oone pas'.e fro his children , ffor on ]ie pur'idaie at 
ni^t he seidc to hem lies wordis and on ()e moreue it 
noon he died for Jier lo\e and herfor he bihijl hem }iat 
he 'ihulde leve hem pee'- But Cn-it specifieji Jiis general 
pees, whinne he 'leiji )iit he i)^e]f hem his own pees and 
)iis shi.1 be first uij) pursui!i(;e uf bodj but it shal grow 
after to moost ful pee'; And herfore seiji Crist J>al not as Pt 
itorld •^jifji he ^yeji h m but on contran mancT pe world 
3>ve]> jiingis )iat now ben likjng but bi processe of tjmc Jiei 
wexen more bitter ind so liei turnen to pe;ne and sorewe Jiat 
first weren likjnge and bO pees of [iis worlde is e\er more 
decresynge but pecs of God growiji unto ful pees 

And bi Jies wordis of witt Cnst conforti|i his children and 
biddiji hem, Jjat /tr htrh be nil disturblid ne drcdt, for who e\er 
trowej) fully }tis sentence J>at is seid, and hopij' fully })at he were 
of nombre of |>es children, he were an untrewe man jif Jiat he 
drede Jius. Apostlis dredden hem of perelis ))at weren nyje, but 
Jiei failiden not of \is treojie, fat fei ne shulde have a good ende, 
and what Jiingis |>at felle to hem, it shulde falle to hem for [w 
betere. And so as Jie worlde is sikir of Jiing neyje it, and in doute 
of ))ing ferre, so in contrary manere ben Cristis children sildr 
of (ler ferre eende, but of ^ex ny3e menes ben t>ei sum tyme 
in drede. And grounde of \\s sentence is Cristen mennis 
bileve, and herfore seide Crist, y kerdm how V seide to yju, ¥ 
go and T come to jo«y and he Jjat trowi]) fully jies witty wordis 
of Crist he shulde not drede him of )f\% for seid sentence, for 
Crist seiji, as God to whom al |>ing is present, Y go and Y come 
to you, for certeinte herof And as Crist was certeyne of his 
dee]) and his steiyng up and of his comynge ajen at fte daye 
of dome, so shulden his children be certeyn of his forseid 
sentence. And jit Crist move}) his children to have joie of 
his goyng, and J)is was a point for which Jiei mourneden 
moost ; and Crist sei)) Jius to hem to abate j)er mournynge, 
Cerlis, yf ye laveden me, y shulden have joie /or Ygo to my Fadir, 
sip he is more pan Y; for ]>us bi manheed Y shulde encreese in 
bliss, and he f>a£ joie)i not herfore, he love]> not Crist. And it 
is told bifore hou ech man shulde love him; And m/w Y seide 
io you, hifore il is falle, pat whan it done, y irowm in my witt ; 
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and so shulde )iei trowe to alle ])ing f)at he hadde seid ior Jius 
he is God }iat can wel al f'ing'. And Crist, teching his chddren 
to marke beter his wordis, seif>, fiat he shal sptke nvw but fmn 
pingis unto hem, but \€\ shulde have moost enemvte here of )>e 
heed fend Jiat Crist ha{) overcome and |>erfore he lelhj) hem 
pat prynce of pis worlde is come for to tempte CrLst and he hap 
not in him; and [ms in J>is overcom}tige shulde )iei not drede 
}ie fend, Sui al pis is done pat Pe u orlde knou t pat V love pe 
Fadir; and so shulde je do, for alle Jungis J«l Y do shulden 
be ensaumple to you. And her/or V do as mv Fadtr comandide 
me, for wel Y woot in Jiis may I not faile And al }iis sentence 
of j)e gospel of Joon is fully pertejnynge to comjnge of |>e 
Holy Goost, and so redyng of )jis gospel was wel orde}ned 
for )iis day. 



fE Gospel on hE Trinite Soneday. 

[SERMON LI v.] 

Erat homo ex Phariseeis Nychodeme. — John iii. [i.] 
pis gospel undir a story telliji of )je Trinite, and boJ>e )ies 
ben harde, as comounly is Jones gospel, pe storye telU]) pat 
per was a man of Pharisees pat hi^te Nichodeme, and was prince 
of pe Jewis ; he cam to fesus on a ny^i and seide pus to him; 
Rabi we ■witen wel pat pou art come fro God ; and raby is as 
mycbe as maister in Englishe. And Nichodeme tolde ]« cause 
whi he trowide \Ss, for no man may make, he seide, Aj signes 
pat Pou makist, but yif God be wip him, and so he comej) fro 
God. And Jesus answeride Nychodeme, and seide Jius to him, 
bi my double kynde Y seie to fee, but yf a man be born a^en, 
he may not se Goddis rewme. And fes wordis weren woundirful 
to Nichodeme, and perfore he axide where a man my^le be bore 
whan he were an old man, wher he my^te crepe in to his moder 
wombe for tyme jiat he was olde and be born a^en. 

pis Nichodeme cam in j)e nyjt, jiat figuride his ignoraunce, 
but to f>e literal witt, he dredde him for his brejieren, to come 
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apertly in (le day, and speke wif) Jesus Crist; and boJ>e >< 
undirstondingis shope Jie Holy Goost. And so ])is goostly birjie 
Jiat Nichodeme mut first have bitokene]) |)e Fadir of hevene 
}tat }>rj'nge)j for]) two ojier persones ; and so Nichodeme to litil 
knewe fis persone of God, and for |;is unknowinge he axide 
]fis questioun. For he seide not ])at Crist was kyndely Goddis 
Sone, ne [)al he was Goddis word and so God him silfe; and so 
}iis Nichodeme hadde nede to be cristened in fei)), and so Crist 
iovede his persone, aljif he hatide his ordre, for Crist savyde 
his persone and disfryede his ordre. And }ms Crist Iovede 
Foul, jiat seij) he was a Pharisee ; but f>e more part of Pha- 
risees weren fals and heretikes. And \\s nativite shewi]) Crist 
in }ies wordis; For sop, for sop, ¥ seie to pee, but y/mati be born 
of water and pe Holy Goosi he may not entre in to Goddis rewme. 
And )>us bi )jis baptym, j)is water and )ie Holy Goost, Crist 
tolde him jie Trinite jif he koud conseyve it. pis baptym seij) 
f« Trinite, in whos name it is mad ; |jis water is )ie waishinge 
))at ranne of Cristis herte ; and so baptym and water and \ti 
Holy Goost tellen Nichodeme )>e Trinitee, and Jierwiji |je sacra- 
ment, for Crist is compendious in spekynge of his wordis. 

But Crist makij) distynccioun of two manere of birfiis, and 
seij) \%iping born offletshe is fleish in his kynde, and ping pat is 
bom of spirit is spirit on sum manere; aiiA Perfore, wotmder pou 
not pal JT seide to pee, ^e mo/en be born a^en, and bi Goost made 
children of holy Chirche, and so in spirit maad Goddis children, 
and so his spouse shal be your moder. pis gendrure of Jiis 
Goost is bojie free and wilful, and herfor Crist sei|) to Nicho- 
deme, fiat Pe spirit brepip wker he wok, and pou her est his vois 
bi which he movej) Jiee. And on Jiis maner jie Spirit of oure 
Lord ha[i fiUid ])is world wi)i witt of oure feif), and ])at |>ing f>at 
holdi)) alle hafi science of vois. And herfore at Wit-Sonday 
whan ))is Goost apperide was a greet soun, and tungis of fier, 
to telle jiat men shulden speke on hijt' to jier breferen, and Jiei 
shulden have charite, [le which seifi )ie Holy Goost. And alle 
jif we knowen |>e vois of {>is Goost, nejieles we witen not 
whennes (>at it comej) ne whidir ))at it goi|), to men jiat ben 
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biside us ; for we kiiowen not )ie ordenaunce of God, whi he 
enspire)f Jies men, and to what ende, or whejier he shal save 
Jtis man or wende awey from him. And so ech man pat is horn 
of pis spirit is unknowun to ojier by many hid resoun, and so 
ech man is sumwhat knowun and sumwhat unknowun for 
wisdome of Jjis spirit. 

But Nichodeme answerede and setde here to Jesus, How may 
pes pingis be done? And Crist seide to him; In )>e lond of 
Israel ben manye blynde maisters, for pou art maister in 
Israel, and y'f pou unknowisl pes pingis : and so it is noo 
wounder jif jiis lond be mysled, ffor jif \>c blynde leden pe 
blynde, ^ei fallen bo|>e into J>e lake. And nejieles V teche 
hem as myche as ]>ei ben worjii; and so sei)> Crist to Nicho- 
deme, Sopely,soPely, Yseie to pee, defaute is not in me, in teching 
of }>es puple, hut in untrewe hardnesse of it ; for, ping pat we 
kncwim, we teilen to hem, and Pat we have sene in Godhede, we 
witnessen, and y taken not oure witnesse, for joure unkynde 
hardnesse. And jierfore je knowen not |>e gendrure of ))e lirste 
persone. ^if V seide to yu erpely pingis and y trowen hem not, 
how, '^if y seide to you hevenly pingis, shal y trowen hem ? Crist 
olde here of bod ly b r))e id ofte tymes of erjiely treujie, but 
}fe Iro de h n not fo |>e fole 1 ard herte; but nefeles Crist 
tell jj }f s n an kno nge of Jie secounde persone, and in an 
art cle of b leve jiat s h s ascens oun s. A no man, seip Crist, 
st ep n to hetene but he pat am doun fro hevene, mannis sone 
pat s hn w A d n jies ord s m jt Nichodeme undir- 
stonde bojie fe f,o il ede of Lr bt an 1 f>erto his manhede, and 
so shulde he kno e we! ]>e secounde pe one of God, By )at 
]jat C steed Ijus an 1 jus s man s sone, mijt he knowe 
h s manhede b fore oj>e n anhed s for aljif ojier men steieden 
a 1 1 1 n ]) s e re ne)ieles no n an ste eji n to hevene J-us but 
Cr It \nd so noon ojjer min come]) to hevene but jif he be 
On t s membre and be d awun b (le Tnn e in to )>is hey place. 
And })us se Ji Cr t of> )iat no i ste e]) in to hevene, but 
hi n s If al one and ie ]> jie e b n foure manere of bryngingis 
for|> of man an \ }ie fo rj* and ]»e las e apropred unto Crist, 
s jiat lan comej) clene of womn in Jiout man. Crist clepi|) 
1 m hH he e t n n k nie and Jius hi [les two wordis 
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myjt he knowe Cristis manhede. And by ojier two wordis my^t 
he knowe Cristis godhede ; first by ])at he sei|> f^at Jiis man cam 
doun bifore fro hevene, and Jiis myjt nevere be but 3if Crist 
were God or^ he were man. pe secounde word ^at shewi|> 
|« godhede of {>is persone, is, Jiat Crist seijj ])at he is mannis 
sone Jiat is in hevene, jhe, after jiat he bycam man ; ffor Jius 
is Crist' two kyndes godhede for evermore, and evermore' in 
hevene drawynge to him whom him like]). And jius Crist 
techi]) wel ynouj to knowe Jie secounde person, bof) in godhede 
and in manhede, as myche as he shulde }ian knowe him. 

But to telle jie firidde persone, in pointis of bileve, Crist telli]) to 
Nichodeme, As Moyses heied pe addre in desert to hele }>e puple 
by lokynge on him, so mut mannis sone be hyed in |>e cros, JmiI ech 
man pat trowip in him, perishe not in helle, but have lyfwipouten 
eende, Jiat is bhsse of hevene. Here mut we knowe J)e storye 
of ]ie olde lawe hou fe puple was hirt by stynging of addres, 
and Moses preied God to teile him sum medecyne; and God 
bade him take an addre of bras, and hong hym hye on a tree 
to |)e puple to loke on, and he }iat lokid on }iis addre shulde 
be helid of )iis yvel. And al |)is was figure of hanging of Crist, 
for Crist was in forme of addris of venym, but he hadde no 
venym in his owene persone, as \e. addre of bras hadde no 
venym in him. But as rijt lokvnge on j>is addre of bras savyde 
}ie puple fro venym of serpentib so njt lokmge bi ful bileve 
in Crist save]) his puple fro <.jnne of Jie fendis And |)e fende 
was |fe first addre f>at e\er no^ed m-^n and Cri t was hongid 
in tre, as Jiis addre hongide m tree But it weri, t) wite o\er 
hou fiis story perteyne|» to }ie Holy Goost siji il )ns was done 
in Crist ; but we shal wel wite Jiat ech of Jies (ire pei ones s 
in ech oJier, as ech bit kenc{> ojier An 1 si]) }iat Crist eijj ])at 
no man haji more love j>an for to put h s hf for his frendis j)is 
blesside hanginge of Crist in \& crosse is Jiat hye chante l)at 
God lovede man inne an f }» s uhante is fie Holj Goo t and 
|)us was Nichodeme taujt ])e feij> of ])e Trmite and in ]iis feiji 
many ojier articlis, and ])us is ])is gospel approprid to ]>is feste. 

I Crht is, B, C. - So E ; A, B, C. om, and ei^tniiore. 
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pere ben many witnessis and resouns to ^ Trinite, but Jtis 
manere of lore is more plentenouse and more profitable to 
men; and herfore Crist seiji it f>us; and }ius eche man shulde 
reule al his lyfe after jiis holy Trinite, for eilis he must faile. 
Loke first ]>at he be groundid in stable bigynning, and si|i 
fat he procede in gracious mene, and sij) jiat he ende in ful- 
nesse of charite, and Jian his lyfe is ensaumplid aftir fie 
Trinite. 
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[SERMON LV.] 

Ego sum vitis zYra.~]oos xv, [i.] 
As comune jiing is betere and bifore o]ier jiingis, so Jiis gospel 
(at is red in comun siory shulden men knowe sum what, and 
speciali preestis, for it is a foul Jiing })at prestis speken as pies, 
and knowun not her owne vols more J)an doumbe beestis, and 
speciali whanne Jiei reden bileve of hoii Chirche, for ]>es men 
ben to ferre to preche ]fis to )ie peple. pis gospel of Joon 
leliiji a parable of Crist, bi which he taujte his disciplis for to 
dwelle in him, and for to love him, for ellis fiei ben noujt. 
Crist seiji fus : I am a verri vyne and my Fadir is tylyer of Jiis 
vynejerde. For Crist bi liise twoo kyndis is a good herde; as 
anentis his godhede, he is }ie same tiller wifi his Fadir, and 
as anentis his manhede he is heed of holi Chirche. And for ])is 
seiji Crist }iat, ech braunche pal is in htm, andberip not fruyl, his 
Fadir shal lake awey, for keper of a vynejerde falli]> {>us to 
dense it, and algatis kepe jie vyties |)at ])ei beren grapis. And, 
for alle j)e Fadir dedis doi|) also )ie Sone, jierfore seif- Crist [lat 
eck braunchi of Pi Chirche pat berip fruyt, his Fadir shal purge 
pal it bere more fruyt; and so doifi Crist, for he sendi}) water of 
wisdom to hise braunchis, and herof eomeji grapis to preche to 
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j)e peple and gladen hem in Goddis lawe. Sum men ben 
braunchis of )jis vyne, jiat dwellen in holy Chirche, and jit t«i 
ben not jierof, al if ^ei iyve of jiis vyne, and ben siche jtat 
gaderen gredili Cristis patrimonye, as dymes and offringis and 
rentis, ["at f>ei seien weren jovun to Crist; and wi|) j>is Jiei done 
not }ier office to quykene o])er branchis; and Jies ben moost 
noious branchis Jiat ben plauniid in J)is vyne, for ])ei maken 
most ojier men to rote and drye and falle fro ))is vyne in to ])e 
fier of heile. For no men ben of holi Chirche, al if J>ci ben |)er- 
inne, but |?ese men Jiat bcren fruyt and han love wijiouten eende. 

After sei{) Crist to his disciplis, Nmu y ben ckne for pal word 
Pal Y seide to ^ou, DweUe \e in me and V dwelk in -ipu. BoIjc 
goode men and ivel moten be on sum manere in Crist, siji he 
is God |fat susteyneji al fimg ; but men tLhulden be m him bi 
grace and take moisture of his lore, and so profite to o^x 
braunchis f>at growen in Jiis vyne, and )ius [lei shulden take 
moisture of lore of |)is tree, or eilis )>ei ben not of \\% tree, al 
if her kynde be susteyned in it, but |;ei growen in kynde to 
make of a fier in helle. And ))is vyne dwelli[i not in a man 
as for his membre, but if he helpe jiis man to make here a 
good ende, and die in charitee to God and to his Chirche. And 
so, al if ech man shulde hope Jiat he be lyme of holi Chirche, 
nejieles he shulde suppose t>is bine|)e bileve and wifi a drede, 
but if God tellde him specialy what eende {>at he shal have. And 
);is triaclc hajj God ordeyned a^ens preestis and ypocrilis, \ax 
])ei shulden not disceyve )ie puple, bostinge (lat ^€\ ben of holi 
Chirche, for, be J>ei popis, be l>ei bishopis, or o|>er preestis more 
or lasse, Jiei bosten and hewen above her heed, if ]>ei ben proud 
of Jiis title. And herfore God, Jiat love|i J>at ech man shulde be 
meke, hidiji ]>is point from ech man \sX he wool wo!e not holde 
mekenesse. And to conferme ])is mekenesse, sei|> Crist after in 
|jis gospel. As a sioun mat not here fruyt but if it stonde stable 
in pe vyne, so no Cristene man mai here fruyte but if he bt 
dwellinge in Crist. And herfore sei|> Crist bi Matheu, Jiat a. good 
tree mai not make yvel fruyte ne an yvel tree good fruyt, al if 
mennis jugement faile in |>is, for jiese |)at God woot Jiat shal be 
saved, a! if ])ei synnen for a tyme, nejteles her synful lyf shal 
turne to hem to fruyt ofhevene. And so pese men [lal shal be 
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dampned, al if {tei done good for a tyme, jit Jiei han an yvel maner 
))at quenchiji )ie goode Jiat jiei done. And so il is unknowun 
Id men who dwellij ])us m God but ech man shal do ^( d 
supposinge )iat he dwelhji in God 4nd herlore rehersiji Crist 
as he ha)i seid fo his aposdis I am i -mn and y pe braumhis 
and so Pal man pit iw Hip m mi. and I in him hs. herip mocke 
fru^k ind upon (us shuldLn je )jenken for ,e moun do noujt 
w J-outen me And so shulden we lerne \>it vjnea ben trees J)at 
profiten not to n ennis work but m berjng of her frmC '>o 
shulden preestis m [iis worlde shipen her lyf to Cnstis Chirche 
not to be enhentid here ne to be r che ne to fi3te but to teche 
Cristis lore bojie m her lyf and m her word And )ius shulde 
ech man do but sum more and sum lesse 

\nA aftir se]> Crist as here is seid pal who pit dudlip 
It t in Aim shil be sent out as i kill braunche and so kt ska! 
drye and sip he cast in to Pe Jicr and per lie brenntp wifiouten 
ende m fe fier liat evere shal Jiste Frr fendis of he!!e 
shulen gadere him bojje m bodi and m soule md witnesse 
ajens him how he servede hem ajens God \nd over }iis 
biheti|> Crist ])is pruylege to his biaunchis pal if Pet dvdlm 
m him and Aist. uordis duelhn in hem bi br(nginge' forji of 
heveniy fru>te uhit-iere pet uohn pet shul n ixe and it shal be 
done to hem pese hi^e wordis |;at Crist seiji here tellen witt 
hid to men For man\ J>enken }iat summe ben lulh hmes of fie 
fend and jit }iei enden holi men and comen to hevene for her 
good l)f and summe ben now hoh men as ancris heremytes 
and freris and efte ^ei ben apostatias and dien eneni)es of 
Crist Al )ns 1 hid Jjidr for if sche men semen to do jicl 
and summe siche semen to do gLod as ben many jpocritis 
nejieles jie ende is hid of which ))ei shulden tike her name 
And so God hidit) )n; qualite of siche workes of men here for 
men shullen not dampne hem ne preise hem to li,th And ftus 
men maken hem o\er wise in jugement of hoh Chtrche and ui 
dem)nge of menms lyf ()at |iis gO]|> to htvene and [is to helie 
for God haji kept to him ]« knowinge of in ende Jiat maki)> al 
pou maisl knowe jiat fiis man is ojier a bishop or in sich office 
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1 ut «he|jer he shai wende to hevene God ha)) hid |)e kiiowint.i. 
fro yee, and si]) after fiat he is man of holi Chirche or a l)me 
of j>e fend Jt n wel seid |)0U mai'-t not see [iis point of (•! 
bdeve which ben hnies of hoh Chirt-he but )iou bhilt Irowe 
[le general And so Jiat Jimg \>zt ])0u trowiat here ])ou seeat not 
here wifi )n I3en but Jioutrowist it abu\e hope and bilevest it 
binet) science And ])us \>ese wordis ^-at Crist seif) bhulden mo\e 
men to Iv^e wel and be meke and leie pride of hi;enc&se of 
her still And wolde God )iat men lemeden )iis lessoun |)at 
Uepen hem men of holi Quuhe nmi bi Loiour of [iis fpndis 
<i(nne spoilen men Jiai be undtr hem and in |)is ravejn ]/ei 
shewen wel Jiat j>ei beu not of hoh Chirche 



[SERMON LVL] 



J//IC esi preceptmn J 



-John xv. [rz.]. 



pis gospel techifi Cristis aposths, and in hem al Cristis 
Chirche, how Jiei shulden holde charite ech man lo ojicr. 
Crist sei|i. pM is my comandement, pat y Im'e togidere, after pat 
forme pat Y have hoed ynt. More lm)e pan pis hap no man, Part 
pat he put his lyfe for love of hise frendis. And jius, as fisik' 
techi|>, )>ei shal ))enke on a man {>at is fuUi hool wi{iynne and 
mf>oute, and bi mesure of such a man |»ei shulden mesure 
mennis helj)e ; and whanne men axen, where is he Jot is on )>is 
wise hool, )jei seien, Jiere is noon siche, but ache oon (lei 
ymagynen ; and after mesure of j)is heljie |iei heelen him {>at 
Jwi deien wi|). But blessid be oure science, and auctour Jierof, 
for we seien Jiat |)ere is a love in |)e heed of ]« Chirche J)at is 
moost in dede of alle loves Jiat mai be, and after [lis love 
shuiden alle ojier be mesurid. But, for fisik shame)) to sette sich 
a mesure \^X ))ei knowen not, ne witen not where^ it be, herfore 
|>ei seien [lat J)er ben two hei|)is, oon to rijtwisnesse and anoj>er 
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to wtijie pc firste hi,l[e shulUe stonde in a manms membns 
and 111 hih complecc oun m humouns and in elementis which 
in suche acord ben knettid to gider }iat noon of jiese mai he i 
conlrarie to anojier ind si); no man is s k but bi sich con | 
trantc )iis man [)at )jei speken of mai ne^ere more be snk I 
But hoolnesae of v\ei3te mai falle to a man and ]>at i& ne\ere i 
more wijiouten greet sjkenesse al jif it be hi 1 bj governjnge 
of fisike He ii hool m we)3te Jiat haji of ech el ment as moche 
as hi, mil worche wi[i dedes ])U fallen to men and on J)is wise 
moun jiei maken men hool But blessid be oure meaure )nt j 
Cnst putti|> in charite for fat is moost nil ind ground of al I 
ojier and no man mai be saaf but if he knowe [ns mesure and 
|>is mesure helpe him to gendre n him charite and |)us shulden 
men in dede practise in jiis science for ve\n speche |erof pro 
fit!)) not but harme)! pis love wis shenid m Cnst whanne he 
putte his Ijf for love of his brejieren and brou^te summe out 
of helle and sivede oJier J^erfro and herfore bcij) Crist lor 
practismge of jiis love and ensaum| le fierof pat Jiei shulden 
hie iogtdere as ht haj> Imedh m' and ])Uine Jiei ben il hool 

And herfore moten we nedis lerne \e, bileve of Jie pa'isioun I 
of Crist and of his deji 'iuw)nge si]! after forme of )>is love we ; 
shulden !ovc togidcre and wantinge of pis love is cause of 
ech synnc and of ech hirm |)it filli|i in [>e Chiiche and Jiertore 
men shulden enforce hem more to lerne }ns love And her 
fore traveihde Poul in techmge of charite and telde sixteen 
Londiciouns |Kit shulden folov^e it And as man> men seien 
jiat Jiei ben hool m bodi manj men seien |>at fei ben in charite 
ind loven God over al \v\% and her nei^bore is hem silf but I 
jit jiei gabben opjnh as her ijf shewiji pis lore {lat Cristis 
icole avij) loveji none gabbingis but \^X }iei do in dede as her 
mou|i confessi}) \nd for Crist ha]) teeld |)at jiis hije charite I 
techij) a man to putte his hf for love of hi«e frendis and ]ns I 
love IS oonli in per'icne of Crist he telli[> how liise aposth^ and 
"fier men ben h se frendis 'e len ]>anne &ei)i Crist Jiindis of 
m< \\\ hin (>is Ijve ;/ 3 doru saJli /;, Pin^ s pit I biddi yu 
\nd so It IS of olier men Jiat doen is J-ese apostlis for Jiei ben 
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mesure after Crist to o{>er men ))at suen hem. And certeyn 
fiei ben not frendis to Crist Jiat han not jiis love, but oonli }iei 
(tat han [lis love; and siji t>is frenship as)]> Jiat bojie frendis 
ioven togidir, and Jjat ^e love be shewid in dede, as philosophris 
seien, if we ben frendis to Crist, it is \nis in dede bitwise him 
and us. 

And Crist sei)) efte |)is word of love, Now shal F not depe 
y>u scTVauntis, for />e servaunt wool not in |>at" who! his lord 
doifo. And J)us men seien comounly jiat fer ben two manere of 
servauntis, servaunt of condicLoun, and servaunt of mynysterie. 
And servaunt of mynysterie may ben on two maneris. Sum 
men be oonli servauntis of greet service outward, and sum ben 
servauntis of [)es two, bojie of privy comiceilis and to do siche 
service. And on )iis wise j)e apostlis weren servauntis of Jesus 
Crist, as jiey graunten comounly in bigynnynge of her epistlis ; 
but on ])e former manere weren not apostlis now servauntis, for 
Crist tau^te hem his privyte and lymytide hem to wor|)i werkes. 
And ))us spekift Crist here; and herfore wolde not |>e aungel 
take worshipe of Joon, as sei]; jie book of pryvytees, but Jw 
angel seiji to him J'at he was his servaunt, and hise brefieren 
bo|je, si]) Crist was man in hevene, and he hadde ordeyned so 
hi^e place for hise apostlis, and telden ' hem privytees unknowun 
to angels. And bi ftis equivocacioun mtun men li^tli acorden 
to Cristts lawe; for as clerkes Mten ^e! inowj contra diccioun 
is not oonly in wordis And J)us se ]> Crist pal /u setp hise 
apostlis to be hise frendis from henrtcfotp t r alle he se p pat 
Y have herd of my Fidir I hate maad knonun unto yiu \nd 
j)is is soj), sil> Cristis apostlis knew en comunlj Jie booii. of lyf, 
and weren in lemjnge of J is book 1 1 Jiat )>ei knewen aboven 
aungels; and apostl s wisten ])anne tru) s [nt weren hd from 
aungels. And cheef cause of |>is frendship stondifi in Crist and 
not in hem, for pei chesiden not Crist her maistir, but he chees 
hern unto Jiis office, and 5af to hem vertue for to do al )« service 
Jiat he shope hem to. 

Crist ordeynede free J>ingis to be filKd bi hise apostlis, first 
]>at fei shulden go forth in to jie world and preche his gospel, 
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and }fat l)is shulde be fru\ tou-- 1 1 \ns, toinerte so mj che 
peple ind f\|i )iat Jn'i frujt dwelle bo|)e m }»3 norlde and 
in f6 to|)er And jies Jiree ben grete mjrn.bs imonge alle 
)io |iat Crist dide for it pasai[i mannis work to make frujt 
])US to bbte III heven Htn moun worche bi mannis cr^ft 
figuris and hid qu-ilitees but [) s is more wi)iOuten meture j 
^us to fordo synne, and brmge in blis and ]>us sei|> Rcbert 
Grosthed" |iU |«s craft passi]; alkemmve' for it maki)? souhs | 
hoole ^l^t ben betere )ian sunne or moone 

And Jies ])ingis m\,ten not ben do^ but bi -ipecia! hclpe 
of God ind Jiua telliji Crist to his ipos lis />U what eiere\ 
pel axen his Fidir m his nirrif he shal ^^yie to htm for | 
|w love of him And bi }>is was sbewide jie frendahip 
bitwixe Cnst and hise aposths and here moun we knowe 
treujie' l>at la nedeful for f>is gospel how Jies men ben fniidis I 
to Crist [>3t shulen be saied bi his \ertue And as it semeji i 
oonJi ))es men weren sa\ed bi Cristis deji and ooiih for 
jies men Crist putte his hf ind bou3te hem but wel \ woot 
])at Oust 5af jnow^ to save moo men if |)ei woHen take his [ 
medicine and ibkn hem to \ertue of it \nd here we moun 
not putte foil to marcbaundije |>at Crist made si|> sa\ynge of 
his Chirche is betere (lan wis hf f>it Crist leite, for Jiis def) was 
a meene to betere Ijf and al was Cnslis \nd |ms Cnst wis 
not peiTid bj his de|) but sum wej belend si)j he Joste nof* 
substaunce but gat o betere habitude But !e\e we )iis and 
speke of love \\X it prohte to }« peple for siji }>ei la no rewme 
ne state ol men ne persone here ])at he ne faih|t in holdinge 
of {>is lov t of Cnst — lor elhs shulden men not )ius s) nne —alle 
we fallen in fus love Jiat Crist haj) beden to his Chirche for 
siji everv man in erjie is neiibore to oCn o|>er hou shewe we 
m our Ijf ful love to alle \ti, nei^bori'; ' 



' aliemye F 



i'll.-iuW C 



I cannot find this passage in crlw it is probablj m one or other 
the Opuicula of Grossetete printed of hi5 mail) wntin^i whn,h exist at 
in the Appendix tu Broun a Fa r present inlj in manu cnpt 
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; PK Gospel on Yf. day of oon ArosiLr,. 

[SERMON LVI I.] 

Haec mando vobis. — John kv. [17.] 
of j pis gospel tellij) sharpli, as Crist doiji ofle bi Joon, how men 
I shulden love togidere and putte awei fie lettingis, for J)e bigyn- 
nynge and )ie eendinge of Goddis lawe is love.' Crist bigynne)) 
(nja and comande|» hise disciplis ; pwe pingis 1 hidde lo yu 
Pat y love togidere. No ]>ing is more beden of God |)an |iis love, 
and Jierfor, what man leveji it, he despisi)? God ; but al were 
for to know \^ craft of |)is love, for it is oon to love a Jiing, 
and to wille good to |jat Jiing. Ech [ling shulde be loved after 
j ]iat it is good, and so God shulde be moost loved, and betere men 
j more fian worse men. And we shulden far Goddis love love 
! yvel men and yvel comunes, and for his love be bisie to jyve 
hem mater to be betere, and as myche as in us is, to do good 
to ech man, sum to make betere and sum to make tesse yvel ; 
but 00 firstnesse of love shulde we have to us silf, and to oure 
fadir and oure modir, savynge ordre of Goddis lawe. pe firste 
lettinge of }iis love |)at Crist tellij) here, is hate of ))is world to 
men jiat kepen |)is love, for Jie world is so blyndid Jiat it clepit> 
hate, love, and love it clepij) hate, for it errif) in bileve. Al oure 
love shulde stonde In )« love of God, to kepe his lawe and 
move o|)ere to kepe it ; but many, for defaulte of feifi, holden 
fiis a fooly', for gooddis of Jiis world fallen not to siche men. 

And herfore seiji Crist, If pe world hate you, je skuldm 
wek wile pat it hatide me hi/ore ; and fiis worjiinesse of Crist 
}iat suffride ]>us for man, shulde move trewe men in God to 
suifre for Crist. If |>ou grutche ajens poverte, and coveile 
worldeli worshipe, wite Jkdu [lat Crist bifore was porer [lan f«u, 
sif" he hadde not bi his manhede place to reste his heed ynne. 
If |>ou gratchist fat t>i sugetis wolen not ^yve |>ee goodis, 
))enke how Cristis sugettis wolden neijier jyve him mete ne 
herberwe ; and ;it herfore he curside hem not, but dide hem 
moche good. And if J)OU grutche })at Jie world doi)) )>ee ony 
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injurie, and }iou profitist to f>e world ajcn in love ami mekc- ! 
nesse; }>enke how Crist bifore Jice piofitide [jus more Lo |ie 
woride ; and jit Crist sutfride more wrongc of liise HUgettis J)iir 
jiou maisL And Jtus if Ikju woldist |)enke on Crist, how he 
suffride for love of man, it were Jie beste ensample [lat fot 
shuldist have to suffre, and to cese ]>i grutching; for, as Austyn : 
sei]) ', no man in ))is world mai synne but levyng J)at Crist \ 
taujte, or grutche ajens Jiing )iat he suffride. i 

And for |>is, sei|> Crist after. If y meren of fx world, pi i ,y,i;'^*»^^,„ 
vxirlde wolde lone pat is his ; for [lis lawe lastij> in good and ^^Sioa' " 
yve], Jiat o man loveji lyk lo hym, jhe, if f^ei shulen be \ 
dampned for f>is, as o synful love]> ano|)er for )>e likenesse j 
of her synne; and jit (lei shulen bof>e in hellc suffre harm j 
for (lis likenesse. And )jus it is no kynne' wounder if lyrnes j 
of fie fend haten lymes of Crist, for |>ei ben so myche con- ' 
trarie here, and after Jie dai of dome ; and ])is mevefi many j 
men to hate |)es newe religiouse, for jiis newe dyversite | 
<5«enchi(i love and makiji hate. Jhe, jit jiei han sum fendis I 
manere, )>at }>ei haten her owne bre))eren, and turmenten hem, 
for j>ei holden wi|) Goddis lawe ajens heris^'*; and certis ^i j 
loven to litil ojiirs, but feynen, to spoilc hem of her goodis. 
And ^as seifi Crist to hise disciplis ^aX,/orpei ben not of pis 
world, but he haP chosen hem of pis -world, herfor pe world hatip 
hem. And if [lou lernesl of Jie world to hate Jjus, l>i love is 
quenchid, but if f>ou hatist bi Cristis lawe men of jiis world for 
Jiis synne, and wijtdrawist hem fro l>e world, ftanne )>ou lovesl 
Jiese men in God. For {le world is takun here, for men over- 
comen bi [le world, (lat loven more worldeli jiingis jian Goddis | 
lawe, or good of vertues. And of ]ns world seij) Crist, J)at it 
hati]) hise disciplis. 

1 profit and in holynesse, JJJj.'^^;j, 
I his word Pat he hap seid \ ■"'''■ 



And, for |iis lore passith o])e 
t'erfore biddi)i Crist hem to penkt 

' kyn. !■;. 
■ The lefetence is probably lo the ! 



repro or, exhorts the Chiislian people 
of Rome, juil after the satk of the 
rily liy Iht Goth:i, nul to itpiiic on 



account of their terrible aufferings, 
rememberinE the uaapproachable 
circumstances iif the passion of Iheir 
Kcdeemer. 

Ihc friars' law. 
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here tn hem., for Jianiie |jei overcomen Jiis world ; and herfore 
j seiji Joon evangelist, Bref«ren, what man is he |>at over- 
i come]) \t world ? Certis noon, but if he trowe |iat Jesus is 
j Goddjs Sone, If we holden Jiis ground in feif) fat Crist is 
; verri God and man, and over Jiis trowe wel his lyf, and aJle 
,' hise wordis Jiat he seif), we shal overcomun }iis world and alle 
I ]>e helpers of jie fend. For, as Crist sei]) sojieli, per U no seniaunt 
! more pan his lord u ; and so Crist is more bojie in vertue and 
j in woT])inesse ])an ony of>er man mai be ; and si)> Crist suffride 
j Jius and taujte Cristene men {lis lore, what man shulde we 
i trowe or sue in oure lyf but Crist ? And nei])cr ))e world ne 
j )>e fend mai in })is harme a man ; and so conforti]) Crist hise 
\ membris bi two koyttingis of treujie, 1/ men of (lis world have 
\ pursued Crisl, pane pet shuten pursue hise numbrii ; and if pei 
: han kept hise wordis, pei shulen kepe hise disciplis wordis. And 
: |)is is lijt for to knowe ; for al ()at shal be moot ncdis be; for 
' it is more hard to fendis to pursue }ie persone of Crist ])an to 
I pursue hise membris, and {>U8 )ie lifter wolen ]iei do. But oo 
I confort lief) here, |>at as Crisl convertide summe [lat weren 
j men of [le world, so shuien hise disciplis do. And ])us jiei 
: shulen not worche in veyn to kepe his lawe as he biddi{>, for 
; ech man jiat shal worche mote have an hope of sum good ende, 
for dispeire of sich an ende wolde lette a man for to worche. 

But Pe blyndenesse of pe worlde pat turmenlip Crist wip hise 
lymes, is unknowinge in bileve', pal pei knowe ml Crislis Fadir. 
For if fiei knewe wel Cristis Fadir, ))anne after Jiei shulden knowe 
his Sone, and Jiat \t%e two ben o God ; but who wolde stryve 
ajens f>is God ? And so defaute of bilevc, and uncunnynge )iat 
men have, gendren ai yvel dedes ; and Jius ech synner is a fool ; 
and ifmenknewenGoddis power and his witt in f>estwo personesy 
how he mai not for^ete synne to punishe it whanne it is tyme, 
)tanne shulden men dreden to synne, for knowinge of \t% two 
persones. But fiis fei|) is o)ier weie in wakyng' or in slepynge. 
But Crist reprove}! }iis unbileve, and sei)), if he hadde not comen 
and spoke not pm wip hem, pis synne shulde no/ pei have hadde. 
For si|) Crist moste nedis have come in his manhede as he cam. 
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and alle fe dedes jiat he dide, have do to men as he dide to 
hem, Ifis greet synne shulde not have be, of unkynde untreu>e 
of Jewes, For ]ms was gret unkyndnesse, to ])is manere trete 
\txe bro]>er, Jiat algatis mekeli dide so grete kyndness ajen; and 
it was an opyn untreufe. to j)is manere hate her God ; but now 
Jiese Jewes han noon excusinge of fiis synne. And herfore sei)) 
Crist ]ius, /(!/ whai man pat halip him, he hatifo also his Fadir. 
for j)ei ben boj>e oo [ling. And, for in ech kynde of jiingis is oon 
first, )>at mesurij) alle ojiere (lat ben in Jiat kynde, ferfore in 
maner of synnes moote be oon first of alle ojier synnes, and 
marke alle j'e ojier, and )iat is {)e synne of preestis ajens Jesus J 
Crist. And herfore seiji Crist |)at, if he hadde not do werkes \ 
in hem, pal noon oper man dide, pei hodden not hadde Pis synne, i 
hut now pei siyn Pis feip, and yl Pei haliden hope me and my \ 
Fadir. But j)is synne was not done wiJ>outen grete cause, si|! ' 
God suffrij) noo synne wj|)outen avauntage jiat it doif). And | 
so was verified pe writinge in her mvne lawe, pal pe Jm<es hadden , 
wilfuUi Crist in hale. 



On DAI OF DON EVANGKUST. 

[SERMON LVIII.J 

Designavii Dominus Jesus, -l^vc. x. [r.] 
pis gospel telli)) how Crist sente lesse disciplis to preche to 
t>e peple, and ordeyne for [le apostlis; and Jies wordis helpen 
moche for prechinge of simple preestis, for grete apostlis figuren 
bishopis, and lesse disciplis lesse preestis. But jiese disciplis 
weren two and seventy in noumbre ; and so many, as men seien, 
weren langagis aftir making of Babiloyne « ; and alle Cristis 



■ This very precise calculation 
appears to be taken from the De 
Civiiale Dei of St. Augustine, who, 
(Lib. xvi. cap. 3-9I, reckoning the 
posterity of Shem at if. that of 
Ham at 31. and that of Japhet at 
15. (Gen. X.) considers that the 
human race, after the flood, was 
divided into 73, or rather, as he 



undertakes to prove by a particular 
argument, into 73 nations. Till 
the building of the tower of Babel, 
these nations had all one common 
language ; but after the dispersion 
which followed as a penal infliction 
upon that event, there came to be 
as many languages as there were 
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disciplis traveiliden to bringe to oon men of }>e Chirche, so 
Jiat f«r shulde be oon heerde and oon flok, pis noumbre of 
Cristis disciplis sente he, two and two bi/ore his face, into ech 
place fiat he was to come io, for to preche and to teche, as weren 
citees and comune places. And here moun Cristene men se 
|>e falshede of Jiese freris, how |>ei letten symple prestis to 
preche \t gospel to ^le folk. For as [lei feynen falsely, noon 
of Cristis disciplis hadde leve to preche til {lat Petir hadde 
jovun him leve, and bi j>is same skile, noo preest shulde preche 

I to Jie peple, but if he hadde leve of Jie bishop or leve of ^t pope. 

I pis gospel tellifi )ie faisnesse of Jies freris lesynge, for Crist 
sente jiese disciplis to preche comunly to ]« peple, wijiouten 
lettre or axinge of leve of Seint Petir ; and as Petir shulde not 
graunte ])is leve in Cristis presence, so preestis in Cristis pre- 
sence have leve of Crist, whanne J>ei ben preestis, to preche 
treuli Jie gospel. And if jiei prechen ])us treuli Jie gospel as 
Crist biddiji hem, Crist is amyddis hem, and J>e peple }jat }iei 
techen. And aljif prelatis shulden examyne prestis )iat prechen 
J>us, nejieles it were more nede to examyne Jies freris, ])at 
feynen hem to be preestis, for Jiei comen in of worse ground, 
and ben more suspect of heresie. 

Lord ! what resoun shulde dryve herto, to lette trewe preestis 
to preche jie gospe! freeli, wi|>outen ony let, or ony fablis or 
fiaterynge, and gyve leve to |;ese freris to preche fablis and 
heresies, and aftirward to spoile |>e peple, and selle hem her false 
sermouns. Certis Jjc peple shulde not suffre siche falshede of 
Antecrist. Also Poul, Cristis apostle, techi)> in bokes of oure 
bileve, how God wolde Jial he prechide to }ie pieple wi[>outen sich 
axing ; for fro }ie tyme f>at he was convertid, j)ree jeer after, he 
preechide fast, and axide noo leve of Petir herto, for he hadde 
leve of Jesus Crist. Siche novelries of pseudo freris shulden 
prelatis and alle men ajen stonden, lest her falshede growide 
more and largerly ' envenymede ]>e Chirche. pus shulden 
preestis preche fie peple freeli Cristis gospel, and leve freris 
fablis and het begginge, for jianne ))ei preche wifi Cristis leve ; 
and herof shulden prelatis be feyn, si|> t>ei synnen mochc on 
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o)>er sidis, but if Jiei ben Antecristis preestis and shapeo to 
quenche Cristis lawe. But ]« peple comuiJi trowide in Crist 
and lovede him, and |>us ft\ obeschen' to |iis tyme, bojie to 
Crist and his lawe. 

And Crist shewide J>e cause and Jie nede of jiis prechinge, 
for he Slide, Ripe corn is mocke, andfewe workmen aboule it. But 
for [lis work is medeful, and Crist sovereynli performyde it, 
j)erfore he techi|) his disciplis, to preie fie lord o/fiis ripe corn 
to sende ktse workmen fierto. And here Crist techiji opinli jiat 
men shulden not bie ))is office, ne take no mede of |)e peple 
to traveile |>us in Cristis name, for Jianne |>ei puttiden upon 
Crist jiat he sillide prechyng of his word, and ^af Jeve to do 
symonye ; and bo|)e jies ben blasfemyes. But Crist stiride his 
men to go, and telliti' hem )>e peril bifore, but he moveti hem 
privyly for g'reet mede to traveile |ms ; Go y, sei|> Crist, /or V 
smde ^ou as lavibren among wolves. And so we have mande- 
ment of Crist, and autorite to go, and foorme of )iis perilous 
goinge, [lat makiji it more medeful. But Crist jyve]) his prechours' 
foorme how jiei shal lyve in )>is work; Nyle y, he set'P, here sachil 
ne scrippe, ne hosis, ne shoon, ne greete men hi fie weie, ne do fiing 
Jiat shulde lette Jiis work. If ony siche helpe to J>is work, Crist 
wolde not }>at }>ei lefen it. And )jus sei)) Crist Jiat, In to what 
hous y entren, y shal first seie Pees be to pis kous ■ and if fiere 
he child of pees, y>ure pets shal restt upon him and dlis ti ihal 
turne ayn to y>u, and so joure work shal not be idil But if 
ypocritis worchen here ■il jif f>ei seien sich wordis }ie houbi^; 
and jie peple ben worse jiat ])ese false men comen among 
for Crist doi]) f>ese \ertues in whos name Jiese prechours 
speken, and if }iei ben }« fendis hmes comunly jiei moven 
to synne. But Crist wolde not jiat hise workmen wenten 
aboute wijiouten fniyt and ])crfore he biddif> hem dwelle m fie 
same hous upon resoun but jiei shulden t>e not idil fiere ne 
curious in mete and dr>nke but jie peple shulde gladly fede 
hem, and t>ei shulden homlj take )iat \>ei founden and fiei 
shulden take no newe reule bi which Jie peple were chai^id 
And neijier part shulde grutche here to do Jjus as Crist techi|> 



> SdE; Aitasoblisbtn. 



' So E; A has lelle. 
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for It shulde turne nijwute i,harge to mede of bofie partis ; and 
good l;f of sich workmen shulden nio\e ]>e pcple to do hem 
good, and devOLiouii ol |?e peple should preie hem to take her 
goodis But gredinesst and avarice letten here fC! two partis; 
and al if bolie )jes bjnnes ietten moche fro Cristis work, ne]»eles 
co\eitise of preestis is more perilous in )iis caas for avarice 
of J)e peple mai be heipid on manj maners, ojier to turne to 
o]>er peple, or to traveile as Poul dide, or to suffre wilfulli 
hunger, and Jirist if it falie, but coveitise of wickide preestis 
blem>shi]j hem and \s peple for comunlj Jiei ahapen her wordis 
aftir }ie ende )iat t>ei co\eiten 

And here ]>i.nken mam men Jjat aiche prechours shulden 
be war }iat (lej come not ^ii}i mvche peple ne many hors 
to preche Ijus but be paied uf comun diete, and Jierwi|> redi 
to traieile, for Jiei shulden be noo cau^ of synne, ne|jer 
of hem ne of Jie peple And here it seme|> to many men 
J5it ])ese newe ordris of freris shulden ei|ier le\e her mul- 
titude or traveile wijt her hondi'- and if fwi diden bo)>e )>es 
two discretely, it were \e betere Ne take |)ei not of Cristis 
Ivf to traveile not as Cnst did not, for neijier jiey can ne 
moun be occupied ellis as Crist was, but ra}'er Jiei shulden 
take of Poul and oj)er aposths for to traveile, and leve her newe 
tradiciouns, as Petir dide, wi|> ofer apostlis, and profitiden more 
|>an )>es men done. We shiUden ])enke how Petir lyvede whanne 
Cornelious sente after him, how symply he was fed and herborid, 
and how he answeride ; but now freris reversen Petir and mul- 
tiplien newe lawes' and persones of J>eir ordris, havynge more 
])an Petir hadde. And herwiji Jtei seien to men yn fiei passen 
bishopis and popis, and certis )>ei seien here jie so])e, if Jiei 
menen passinge in synne, for unlevcful excesse is passinge 
to }>es freris. And so as [>ei varien in abitis, so )iei ben 
speckid in her ordris, for as jie sect of Sarasynes ^, f-ei han sum 
good and sum yvele. 



' So E; lauiyts, A. 



" Saraseenis, K. 
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In DAI OF ooN Martir. 

[SERMON LIX.] 

Nisi granum frununli. — Johk xii. [34.] 
pis gospel moveji men bi wordis of Crist to martirdora. 
And first Crist speki]) ])us bi symylitude in kynde. But if pe 
corn of whete fallinge in erpe he deed, ellis it dwellip aloone wipoute 
frvyi, Jiat springijj J>erof, and if it he deed in erfie, moche fruyi 
springip Perof ; and thus it is of Cristis lyf, that licnej? him to 
whete corn. It is knowun jiing in kj'nde, and in sentence Jiat 
clerkis tellen. Jiat )ie whete corn whan it is sowun and wel hilid 
wi]) er]je, it taki]) not a newe foorme, but if ]ie elde passe awei ; 
and sij) it lyvede sum tyme, it must nedis Jeanne be deed. And 
if ])is corn be Jjus deed, it bring!]) forji myche fniyte, for it 
growi]) bi vertue of hevene first to gras and after to corn, and 
of 00 corn come|i an eerc, and in 00 eere ben many cornes. 
So it is in holi Chirche of Crist, and corn Jial come|? of him. 
Crist is bi sum proprete 00 wheel corn among alle, and Crist 
mote nedis die, and after growe in hise apostlis, and bi hem 
growi]) Crist in myche multitude of corn. And how ever clerkes 
speken ))al \t same vertue is in Jie seed ])at is after in [le fruyt, 
and passi|> from o fruyt to anofier, we bileven Jiat in gendrure of 
holi Chirche it is j)us ; — fe vertue uf J>e firste corn, jjat is Crist, 
of whom come)i Jie Chirche, dwelliji in ech corn }iat come)i in 
part of }iis Chirche. But fis vertue is not an accident wi)»outen 
a suget, si|> Jiis suget is }>e secounde persone of God, [lat is in 
ech lyme of ]« Chirche, and bring!]) wi]) him a grace jiat clerkes 
clepen predestynynge. And so, al jif Crist was bifore his man- 
hed hed of ])is Chirche, ne])eies bi his manbede jiis corn hadde 
newe purginge and colour. 

After |)is mysty speche, knyttij) Crist ano}«r word which 
semeji woundirful in heerynge of many men He pal lovep 
hys lyf, sei() Crist, he skal lese it, and a^en, he pat hatip his 
lyf in pis world, he kepip it to lyf wipmtai eende. A man is 
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seid to love his lyf, fiat love)i it more \3.n ofier jiing; and he 
is said to hate his lyf, ])3t puttij) o[ier love bifore it; for fe 
first is a passings love, and J)e to{>er a maner of hate ; and bi 
|)is manere of speche many gospellis moun be knowun, for it 
is a suynge Jiing to love a [ling and to hate it Jius. But in Jie 
(iridde word of fis gospel speki{> Crist more speciali, how ))es 
wordis longen to him, as to ground of good religioun. First 
Crist seiji, If ony man serve to Crist, sue he him; and here he 
techi]) |)at no man mai mynystre to Crist, but if he sue him; and 
Jius moun we se how feyntli we serve to Crist, for now we leven 
|)e weie of Crist and bowun ' bi a wrong weie, and now we gone 
ever abak to synne Jiat we han first done. And so fewe men 
or noon suen Crist wijiouten defaute, for we speken of suynge 
in vertues, and not of suynge of bodili weie. And {lis suynge 
stondiji most in ordynal love of man, and herfore speki]) Jie 
gospel of love, and of hate next bifore. 

But over jiis, Crist seij) Jiat, Where he is, his mynystre shal 
be, and J>is is seid suyngli to (le word fiat is seid bifore ; for 
it seme)' of jiat word J?at it is hard to serve Crist, and her- 
fore telli)j Crist )ie meede fiat men shulden have jiat serven 
him ; for he f>at may not lye bihetifi f>at his servaunt shal be 
fiere, bof^e in blis and in place, where Christ is wijiouten 
eende. And sif) Crist is in hevene and in blis bi bojie 
hise kyndis, ])is biheest shulde move men to sue Crist, 
al 3if il be hard, for Jie mede of f)is suynge passij' gretU 
f)e traveile herfore ; for Crist mai not rewarde men but if he 
jeve hem over her traveil ; as he mai not jyve a jiing, but jif he 
5yve it graciousely; for as he is al grace, so he medi]> and 
ponishifi bi grace. But fie laste word here shulde move a trewe 
man to serve Crist, for he self). If ony man serve me, »iy Fadir 
shal morshipe him. And fiis worship mai not be, but if it make 
(lis man Goddis sone, and so eir' of God, and jyve him goodis 
of all his rewme; and fianne he is maad worshipful, as we 
maken worship unto kyngis. And so alle eiris of Crist ben 
moche more f>an erfjeli kyngis. 

In fiLS shorte gospel ben doutis, bofie of conscience and 

•.ioiueii. E. " ity, E. 
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of o)>er. First philosophris douten, where seed leesiji his 
forme, whaiine it is maad a newe |jmg, as {le gospel speki)) 
here; and sum men fienken nay, for sij^e )>e same quantite 
or qualite, or vertue, )>at was first in seed, leveji aftir in 
(« fru}-te, as a child is ofte \yk to his fadir or to his modir, 
or ellis to his eelde fadir, aftir |)at )>e vertue lastifi, — and siji 
al!e jiese ben accidentis, )iat mai not dwelje wi|)OUten suget, 
— it seme]) })at )w same bodi is first seed and after fruyte, 
and jius it mai ofte change fro seed to fruyte and a;en. Here 
many, clepid (ilosophris, glaveren dyversely; but in |)is mater 
Goddis lawe spekiji )>us as diden eelde clerkis fiat ))e sub 
staunce of a bodi is bifore jiat it be seed ind now frmte and 
now seed and now qu)k ind now deed And Jius man} formes 
moun be togidere m oo Jimg and sptciah whanne Jie partis 
of )jat |>ing ben medlid togidere and )>us ]>« substiunce of 
a bodi IS now of oo k\ndt and now of anojier And so bo]^ 
f«se accidentia qualite and quintite moun dwelle in jie fame 
substaunce al if it be chaungid in kindis •\nA J>iis l>is same )>ing 
[at IS now a whete i-orn sha! be deed and turne to gns and 
ifter to man> cornes But \anance in wordib in |)is mater filli)i 
to clerkes and shevtinge of eqm\ocacioun ' ))e which is more 
redi in Latj n but it is j now to us to putte Ji-it |)e same sub-stance 
is now quyk and now deed, and now seed and now fruyte ; 
and so [>at substaunce j;at is now a whete corn mut nedis die 
bifore (lat it be maad gras, and si|) be maad an hool eer. And 
t>us speki)> holi writt and no man can disproven it. Errour of 
freris in [lis mater is not here to reherce, for it is ynow3 to 
telle how j>ei erren in bileve. 

The secounde doute in \\s mater is of suynge of Crist. 
It seme[i yiX no man sue]? him but if he be martrid as was 
Crist, and si|> no man mai be saved but if he sue Crist 
in lyf, it semeji fiat no man sha! be saved but if he lie 
martrid. Here men seien truli, |>at liere ben two martirdoms, 
martirdome in bodi and martirdome in wille. Martirdorae 
in bodi nedij) not ech man to have, for many men ben 
seintis j)at dien confessours. Generali to speke, |tat man is 

' So E ; A has eqvyvacioiin. 



,, Google 



WrC LIF'S 

a martir fat is kiJJid in cbarite and f^us goili to hevene, be he 
killid of just men or ellis of ])e fendis lymes. pis secounde 
manere of martirdom shulde ech man have, si]> ech man 
shulde more love his soule [.an his bodi, and algatis he shulde 
more love God and his lawe ; and who evere lovej) jms, is redi 
to BufTre dej- of his bodi for love of his God. And fewe seintis, 
or noon, ben here on lyve J>at ne |>ei maken hem martirs for 
|)e love of God ; for to chastise her fleislie )iey shorten her lyf. 
But V speke not here of martirdom of glotouns, for f«i shorten 
her lyf for love of her fleish, and taken to myche fode, wherfore 
l^ei dien sunner; but ])e firsts men fasten for love of her God, 
and to have pees of her fieish |>at ellis wolde be wantoun. But 
si|i men knowun not evenly Jie mesure ]>at wolde Ieng))e her lyf, 
))es men ben not mensleeris, for bi sich chesinge of fe betere, 
(>ei lesen wysely fe worse ; and so done bi Goddis heeste Jies 
bodily martris. And f-us men shulden not folili slee hem silf, 
nejjer in fasdnge ne in etinge ne in cause defending, but stonde 
for tru|>e if her deeji sue, willinge fo maynteyne tru]«, and mekeli 
to suffre dee]?, but not folily desire it. 



Of oon Martih. 



[SERMON LX.] 

Si qtiis vull venire post w^.^Matt, xvi. [24.] 

pis gospel techi]) as >e former AcA\, how a man shulde 
ordeyne him for to suffre martirdom. First sei]? Crist J>at, who 
ever wok come after him, he mul denye him stlf and take his 
crosse and sm Crist, pat man denyef) him silf Jiat love]> him 
silf lasse Jian he love]) his God or lawe of his God. For ]iis 
principle of love moten men suppose, whanne ]ier ben two 
|<ingis put in a mannis chois, and he mut nede leve ].e toon for 
takinge of ]ie tojier. pat >ing |)at he leveji, he Iove}> jianne ].e 
lesse, and l-is clepi]> Crist denyynge of ]>at ]iing, and in ano]jer 
place, hate of his lyf; and ]'«s shulden alle n 
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goodis, for goodis moven men to love hem in ordre, and if 
men telkn to Jiese goodis [lat her love passe ' resoun, |)anne )>ei 
tellen ajenS' her answere to }>es goodis. But ^\s synne is in 
men and not in goodis, and |?is tellinge ajen is renounsinge of 
hem ; as if a man be temptid to love an er)«li jiing more Jian 
his God, for fals iindirstondinge bi which he can not weye ]ie 
rijt wei5te of love, ()anne he forsaki]> his God, for love of )>is 
erjjeli fiing. And if he staunche jiis love, and seie to Jiis }>ing 
f)at he woJe not love it so myche, for Jie love of God, |>anne he 
renounsif> to it, Jiat here he wole forsake it. pe secounde word 
))at Crist seij>, ]jat men shulden take her crosse, biddifj fat 
men shulden make hem red! to suffre for Goddis love ; for 
)ie crosse bitokenef) passioun in Goddis lawe, and }iis p«rpos 
is nedeful Cristen men to have. And J>e Jiridde word jiat 
Crist techi)! here, jiat whanne a man ha]) |fes two he shulde 
sue Crist, ech man shulde have in mynde and do it in dede ; 
for he sue|) Crist, )iat movej) himsilf to holde Goddis heestis; 
for [lis weie wente Crist and failide in no tyme to do his 
Fadris wille. And [jis word answerif- to (le Holi Goost, as 
two wordis bifore menen )>e Fadir and Jie Sone, for fie name 
of God )>at is al my^ti answerij) bi proprete to Jie firste persone, 
and man shal denye himsilf for jiis name ; and so whanne we 
preien to God in oure Pater noster, we seien first to Jie Fadir, 
Halowid be ]ii name pe crosse b tokene) [le per'ione of Cnst 
for he was done on Jie crosse for loie of mankjnde and shape 
him evermore to suffre b comun Lounceil And here ajen }ns 
Trinite synnen many men as he ]>at bi manms la-^e is clepid 
to an ofSce, in which he mai not kepe him iilf in charite and 
answeriji for Jiis name and takij> on him )jis office J) s man 
synne)> ajens Goddis name and denjej) not him silf for lo\e 
of God. 

Bui after Cnst jyvefi a reule to kepe ]>es ])ree })ing s and 
seiji. Who so uoi make fits lyf saaf mui nedts hsen tl l)vvnge 
in ]>is world, liul he jut lesip his hf for pe Itne of Crist skil 
fynde it, in f>e to[>er world pat man lesi(> his lyf )j3t putti]> it 
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j bihinde and \t love of God bifore whanne Jie caas comeji inl 
i so it is at con a man for to !ese his Ijf and den\e himsilf or 
ellis to hate himsilf; and who Jiat lecsiji not his Ijf here on !»•) 
manere, he faili]) in charite and in fe fir^te mandement But 
sijt a mannis lyf is ordeyned of God evermore to be it la not 
lost to God, but he, for whom )>is V,i is lost kepi]) it wele and 
jyve]; it him in blis in )ie toJ)er world And who wolde not 
chaffre Jms wi]) his owne lyf Clerkis witen wele how a manrua 
soule and a mannis lyfe ben bo|)e oon in a manere for lyf is 
])e firste acte ysX comeji of a minnis soule and of siche actis 
taken ]>ingis names, as clerkis clepen angeli undirstondingis " 
And Jius spekij) )ie gospel of a minnis lyf and Crist provede 
bi resoun jiat men shulden chafFare jius For what profiliJ> li t^ 
a man, if he Wynne al pis world, if he sufire J/et bt pnringe of 
his souk; or wHai chaunginge shal a man ^yve for his soule. 
Sij) a mannis soule is persone of )>is man, he shulde jyve al his 
catel for savynge of ^vs soule; and sijf a mannis bodi is worse 
[>an his soule, ech man shulde more love his soule Jjan his 
bodi. And so he shulde hate his bodi for iove of Jiis soule, 
and speciali si]) sich chafFare shulde turne him to betere. And 
ground of f>is speche stondijt in [lis bileve. For Crist is io come 
fro hevme in his glorie at )>e dai of doome wip hise aungelis to 
juge ech man, and panne shal he -^ve io ech man after hise 
wories. And siji jiis lore ' of Crist deserve|' hevene blis, he is 
a greet fool [lat wole not chaffare here. Defaute of bileve 
letlij) algatts Jtis chatFare. 

And for j)is sentence is hard for to trowe, (lerfore teUif 
Crist of his glorifiyng, how he shal shewe him here glorious 
in his bodi, so fat bi jiis shewyng here in )>is lyf, (lei ben 
more stablid in fis to trowe in Crist. Sopeli, sei[i Crist, 
y se/e io ^ou, pert be sum of men pal sionden here, pat shulen 
not taaste dep, til Pei seen me comyng in my rewme in blis of 
my bodi. And for jiis was done in ]je kynde of Cristis bodi, 
Jierfore he clepif) him here sone of a man; and j)is was done 
in dede, as Matheu telli]) after, for Petir, Johun, and James 

' So both A and E ; but Ihc sense evidently requires love. 
' Or ' intelligences ; ' a translation of llie Latin inlelligeiiliae. 
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weren here wiji Crist, and his face shyrede as sunne, and 
Moises and Helye apperiden to him. And Jius Crist cam in 
his rewreie, or Jiese discipUs weren dede ; and )>is was a greet 
skile to move hem to trowe in Crist, and to traveile bisily to 
gete sich a blisse, for sich a bodili lyf were wel chaungid for 
)iis lyf. And herefore seid Petir, It is good to us to be here 
and jierefore make we here free tabemaclis. And jius who so 
trowi)i wele bi love of ]>e gospel, he shal trowe to Cristis lore 
and lyve Jierafter, Ne drede we Jies sophists )«t Crist seide 
here fals, whanne he seide ])at he cam here in his ' rewme, for 
as part of )>e Chirche is treuli clepid ))e Chirche, so part of 
Cristis rewme is treu!i clepid his rewme. And sij) many 
aungeSs comen wi]) ))es Jiree men, and Crist cam to jies 
apostlis in dowers ^ of his bodi, it was sojieli seid J>at he cam 
here in his rewme. For men here |>at shulen be saaf as weren 
Crisds apostlis, ben clepid his rewme in Jie Pater noster; whi 
not Jies seintis in which Crist cam here? 



1 OF O Maktir. 



[SERMON LXI.] 
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pis gospel tellili a lore of Crist, how he tau3te his disciplis, 
to holde hem in mekenesse, and to flee veyn glorie, Jiat is 
a fendis synne. pe gospel tellif how lasse discipiis, jjat weren 
two and seventy, comen a3en to Crist wiji joie, and seiden, as 
\e. gospel telli]) after, and we shulen reherce. Crist jyve]) 
autorite first to hise disciplis, and speki|i to hise membris as 
l»es ))at shulen be saved, and sei|i; He pal heerip ym, in ])at he 
heerip me and he Pat dispisip yiu, in ))at he dispisip me; for 
whanne a messanger speki|i in name of a man, he Jtat heeril> 
him or dispisiji him lius, heerij) or dispisi)> him in whos name 
he speki)>. And bi |)is cause shulden men worshipe prechours, 



; A has {us. 
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and dispisen hem' Jiat prechen fablis or lesingis, for Jiei conien in 
[le fendis name, as her work shewijt. And ]>us if prechours holden 
hem prechinge in Cristis name, Jiei han ful autorite more Jiaii 
prelatis moun jyve hem ; and if a man preche ajens Cristis 
biddinge, as in falshede, or for begginge, or for worldeli wyn- 
nynge, f>e autorite \sX he hafi comejt of Jie fend, for fie fend is 
his maistir, in whos name he prechiji, and Jiis is j>e autour j>at 
letti{> prechinge to profite. But Crist teili[> over, how hard it 
is to dispise him, for, who ever dispisip Crist, dhpisip him pal 
settle Crist, and so he dispisiji {« Fadir and al jie Trinite. And 
[■us tellil) Luke Jtat after Jiis autorite jyven to Cristis disciplis, 
hvo and seventi turneden ayn, and hadden unskilful joie, and seiden 
to Crist; Lord, ^he, pe fendis hen suget to us in pe name of pee. 
But Crist shewide Jiat he was God, and answeride to \^% dis- 
ciplis, not to |>e wordis ]>at jiei spaken, but to jie caas ])at )>ei 
weren inne, and it is propre to God to wite ]ius synne of |>e 
soule, 

Crist seip to pes disriplis pat he sat^ Sapanas fallinge fro 
hevene, as pe Punder floon fallip fro Pe chude. It is knowun 
to clerkes of (iree ]>ingis in Jie fmndir, \e lijtning and J)e noise 
and J>e [>undir stoon. pe lijtninge is first in brekinge of 
cloudis, as if two stoones on a nyjt weren knockid togider, 
and ])is noise is maad of f>is hard hurtling ; but lijt is more 
swift )>an heeryng in perseyvyng, as sowne come)) softe, but 
1131 comeji soone; and })is is cause whi Jiat lijt is perseyved 
bifore soun, and J)us come]* mannis lijt bifore mannis heering. 
But ]« Jiridde propirte Jiat falliji sum tyme in jjundir is as it 
were a whirlewynd led aboute among cloudis, and comynge 
to fie erjie and doinge Jiere woundris ; and |)es men J)at knowen 
fe worchinge of fe eiementis, how manere of saltis and poudir 
fleeji fier, and worchi]> woundir bi craft in mevynge of cur- 
rauntis, woundren lesse of [ns Jiundir floon. Sum tyme, it 
cleve)i grete okes in sundir, and sum tyme it mevef grete 
Stones fro her place ; sum tyme it moltijj |>e swerd in J>e she|>e, 
and jit |)e she|)e is al hool, and many o})ere woundirs ; and al 
|iis is maad bi a sutil mater ^aX. is moved fro |fe cloudis bi 
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kynde of }ie elementis. And )ius sei)> Crist, )>al Sajunas bi 
pryde, and kynde of Goddis justice, fel sudenili fro hevene, 
and in jiis fallinge he dide woundris, more j>an |;is [jundir iloon, 
and he was stinkynge wi]i synne, as ])is blast stinkij) sum tyme. 
And Jiis fal of )ie fend sai Crist bi his Godhede ; and al ])js was 
of pride, J>at God myjte not suffre more, Jiat ne yt ' angel in 
hevene was dryvun Jius in to helle. How mycbe shulden men 
drede pryde, |fat God wole Jjus punishe, and have no vein glorie 
jiat ))ei ben Cristis aungels, and don woundris in his name in 
casting out of fendis I And to be war wi]> )iis pride spekiji 
Crist Jius [lese wordis, for Crist knewe wel her pryde fat j)e) 
hadden in her hertis, and to remove ]>is pride spak Crist to her 
hertis. 

For as it is ofte seid, Jier ben foure passiouns in a mannis 
Boule, in which stondiji synne or mede after |)ei ben reulid. 
And j)es foure ben Jies, joie and sorcwe, hope and drede of 
Jfingis )iat shulen come. Summe ban joie of sich manere 
hi^enesse, and summe han joie of synne or richesse of [)e 
world, and sum men han sorewe of o|fer raennis welfare or 
lesinge of worldeli goodis, for ^t\ loven hem to myche, and 
sum men han hope of welfare of jiis world, and dreden of 
fallinge [lerfro ; but men shulden have sorewe for her synne 
and o|>er mennis. And )>us Crist wepte jiries, and ever more 
for synne, for synne is worse ]ian ony peyne mai be ; and si|> 
^ worsnesse of fiing is matere of sorewe, man shulde have 
more sorewe for synne jian.^for ony ojier [ling, and more joie 
of hevenli blis [>an ony worldeli welfare or hi5)Tige of mannis 
staat, were it nevere so myche. And herfore seifi Crist, Lo, I 
have y)vuii ■^ou power io defotde upon neddris^, for many seintis, as 
Margarete*, hadde power of God to defoule )ie fendis ]>at weren 
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in forme of dragouns, and sette her feet upon hem, and heeld 
hem a5ens her wiiie. And [)is was grete peyne to fes proude 
fendis; and sich manere of power hadde Cristis disciplis upon 
fendis, for Jiei castiden hem out of piacis J«t {lei wolden dwelle 
inne, and made hem to dwelle in piacis Jiat Jiei wolden not 
dwelle inne, and sich subj'eccioun is noious to proude spiritis. 
But Crist hadde his disciplis, joie not Jius for suche power. 
And |fus, to speke ^oosdi, }iis power to defoule eddris, and to 
defoule scorpiouns, is power to overcome }ie fendis whanne )fei 
tempten men to synne hi stingginge of her venym ; and her- 
fore seilj Crist, J>ai he ha}> ymun hem power upon al power of her 
enemye and he shal not note hem. Bui nepeles, joie ^e not in pis 
ping to vein glorie, pat spiritis ben suget to jtne', for [lis mai 
falle to dampned men, as many men moun reise Jte fend, and 
make him worche woundris, and jit in alle )jes dedis j>ei moun 
be fendis as he is; for hi vertue of Crist f«s fendis ben |ius 
suget, and }>es names han vertue to make ]ie fend drede 
kindeli. But Crist techil> hise disciplis to joie more op pi's, pat 
her names ben writun in hevene, for to come to blisse. Of \i% 
shulde |iei have more joie, and holde hem in mekenes. And 
Crist tellijt not f>is to men as he dide to }ies disciplis, but if he 
kepe hem in vertues and bringe hem to hevene, for elHs Crist 
taujte hem to joie of Jiingis ("at weren fals. And )ius it seme[> 
(lat [lese disciplis weren confermyd in manere, and jit God leet 
hem falle, to teche his Chirche to flee pride; and f>us Crist 
leet Petir falle ofte, after Jiat he was apostle, and J>at, to teche 
prelatis alter, to joie not to myche of her staat, for sich boost 
is fendis synne, |)at stynkiji foule bifore God, and it is maad in 
feyned power to loose men and bynde. Men shulden loke fat 
jjei weren certeyn Jiat God wolde worche |)us wij) hem, bifore 
[lei spaken of (jis power, and of )ie dedis of Jiat to men, and 
Jianne wiJ) grete mekenes, to moven men to Jianke God ; for 
liynge in sich a caas smatchide a myche more synne, Jian was 
in ])es disciplis f>at Crist reprevyde so sharpli. For ]>ei seiden 

' This passage is rightly marked as a quotation in E, but not in A. 

Seinlt Marherelt The Msideii am century), among Ihe publications of 
Martyr (a version of thf legend in the Esj-ly English Text Society, 
old English prose of the thirteenth 
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soji and herieden God, and in l^es bofie fallen prelatis, for |)ei 
for pride feynen falseli and coveitise of wordeli goodis, to do 
|)ing )iat [let moun not do; and |)is is a greet synne, for it were 
synne to a pore man to defoule a kingis clo]>is, mociie more 
synne were it to men to putte falseiiede upon treuf>e. For Jiis 
is a foul blasfemye, fiat is a fou! synne of alle ojiere ; as, if 
a man putte on God falshede }iat he myjte not have, he dis- 
piside in ])is his God more l>an j)e fende durste ever do. It is 
no drede alle }ies popis \2.i seien }iat fiey graunten sich pardons, 
seien opinly ynowj |)at God grauntij) hem bifore, and if God 
knowe hem unworJ>i to have siche pardon of him, Jies popis 
blasfemen in God more Jian evere |ie Aposllis dursten. And 
Jius shulden prelatis be war to graunt no fing in ]« name of 
God but if ])ei weren sikir bifore jiat Godtiis justice grauntide 
it, and ))is myjte ]iei not knowe but if ))ei hadden revelacioun ; 
and if om'e prelatis abiden ever sich revelacioun, |fey shulden 
disseyve fewe men or noon in grauntinge of suche pardons; 
but as Pefir held his pees in grauntinge of siche fiingis, so 
shulden Jiei holden t«r pees, si]) |)ei ben lasse wor|> }ian Petir, 
and [le comun peple shulde not trowe hem in siche oasis. 



In DAI OF OON Martib. 

[SERMON LXI I.] 

Si quis vem'iadme.—ljijc. xiiii. [z6.] 
pjB gospel telli}> men how fiei shulen dispose hem to be dis- 
ciplis of Crist, and certis ellis ))ei shulen not come to hevene ; 
for be he knyjt, be he clerk, but if he be Cristis disciple |jenke 
he not to come to hevene; and so it were good to leme ]iis 
lore. Crist sei)i at [le bigynnynge. If ony man ctme to him and 
hate not pes seven pingis, he mai not be Cristis disciple, and so he 
mai not be saved, for ech man jiat sue)) Crist is disciple of 
Crist ; and )ms knyjttis in Cristis tyme wereh his privy disciplis, 
as Joseph of Armajiie, and centurio also, and Nichodeme, and 
Ojier moo, as f>e gospel telli)? us. First mut a man hate his 
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fadir and si]) hate his modir ; })e ]>ridde tyme mut a man hate 
hiswyf^xA \^ fourjie t)ine hise children ; }« fifjie tyme he shulde 
hate his breperen and )>e sixte tyme his sisters ; )ie sevente tyme 
moost of alie he moste hate his awne fyf. First men shulden 
wite here what were to hate in ]>is gospel, for Crist move]i 
algatis to love, and no tyme to envye ; but here it is seid bifore 
])at ])is hating is denying, and Jiis is, lovynge in ordre as j>e Jiing 
shulde be loved. And so ))es sevene jiingis shulden be loved, 
but lasse ]ian Crist or his lawe; and )ius puttinge bihinde of 
love, is hating )>at Crist spekif) of. 

But jit BOphistris replien here and seien ]>at many men 
comen to Crist jiat han not Jies sevene Jiingis, and no man 
hati)i but ])ing Jiat is. But here men moten lerne to speke 
to j)at witt Jiat Goddis lawe spekiji. Here fewe men or noon 
comen to ordre of Crist, but if \€\ have fadir and modir 
ojier next or fer. Sum men have fadir and modir j)at geten 
hem into J)is world, and sum men han eldris bifore Jiat 
gaten sich fadirs and modirs, and alle Jies ben clepid fadir 
in Goddis lawe fat is trewe. Adam and Eve hadde noon 
sich fadris, but fei hadden erjie and erjieli Jiing, and )ies 
myjten be clepid here modirs, and her fadir was mannis 
kynde ; and as )iei mosten nede be saved, so God was her 
fadir. And sijj ech word jiat Crist seif) is trewe to his 
entent, and he seiji )iat who evere doi)j t>e wille of his Fadir 
in hevene, he is his broj>er and his sister, and his modir 
also, no man wantiji here [les frendis, al if |;ei wanten sich 
for a tyme ; and if mennis eldris ben dede, {lanne Jiei han 
suche for sum tyme'. And mannis fleishe is his wyf, and 
her workes ben hise children; and so ech haf such a wyf, and 
sich children of his wyf; and so siche sevene [lingis ben long- 
inge to ech man, and alle Jies sevene shulden men love lasse 
jian |)ei loven Crist her God. And l>is is |)e reuJe of Crist, [lat 
passi[i alle fies newe ordris, and who evere love]) not Crist more 
[)an alle ])es sevene wantiji charite, and brekift alle Goddis 
hestis. And |ris is veyn religioun, and so, as we seiden bifore, 
who ever berip not his crosse and comep in iyvynge after Crist, 



,, Google 



SERMOI^S. 

mai not wi) |)is be his disciple. And J>is is iijt for to prove, for 
man shulde hate his own Jyf, and so sufTre for Cristis sake, and 
ellis he brekiji Cristis ordre; and {«s newe religiouse moten 
nedis breke )jis reule of Crist, for |)ei loven more |>es newe 
ordris |fan \q\ done reule of Jie gospel. And Jius J>ei feynen 
ofte tj-me to stonde wiji lawe of Jie gospel ; and if men axen 
whi |)ei done so, {>ei seien )>at eliis here ordre were ioste, but 
God cursi]> alle sich ordris ]iat neden men to hate her God. 

And to printe ])is in mennis hertis Crist telli(> two hard parabhs. 
First he seiji, (lat, Ech of hem pat wolde make an^ nedeful lour, 
shulde sitte first and acounte dispemis ncdeful her ef ore pat he have 
to make pis lour, lest he faile a/lirward whaniu he hap sell pe ' 
foundement, and alle men pat seen pis higynen for to scorne him ; 
and seien, pis man bigan to bilde but he myjte not make an ende. 
pis tour is ful nedeful to ech man }iat shal be saved, pis toure 
is gedringe of vertues, and )ie ground is mekenesse, grounded 
in Crist, ])at is mene persone of God ; and as no }>ing mai be 
lower }ian is the myddil of J>e world, so no man mai meker be 
f>an is Crist, ))at is j)is ground. And sijt }iis tour mute reche to 
hevene, men moten nedis take ]fis ground ; and herfore sei]) Foul, 
jiat no man mai sette ojier ground Jian is sett, |»e which ground 
is Jesus Crist, for no man is meke but in his vertue. pe hijest 
part of ]tis tour is briteysing' of charite fiat lastiji into hevene, 
for charite faflifi not doun, but lastiji bojie in }iis worlde and 
after Jie dai of dome. Ojier venues put in ordre maken t>e 
myddil of ()is tour ; and ])us we shulde avise us what staat or 
religioun were most acordinge to Jiis makinge, and reste )>erinne, 
and make Jiis toure. And bileve techijt us Jrat ])e staat of 
Cristis sect is moost certein and nedeful to men, }jat wolen 
arere [lis tour, for no man mai arere it, but if he be of Cristis 
ordre. And Jius bojie aungels good and yvel scornen men 
)iat kepen )>is ground, and after wenden fro Cristis ordre, to 
newe ordris )iat ben worse, for bi }iis weye mai no man eende' 
t>e laste bretais'' of )iis tour, pis tour is algatis sure to men |)at , 
putten hem wel upon Jtis ground, and hoiden hem wel jieron, ^ 
and reulen hem bi \t firste reule, ])at \^\ bagmen not Jierfro ; j 
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for none enemyes mai anoie Jtat man |)at bildij) jius his tour, 
for f« fend and o(«r enemyes moun not meve ajens }iis ground. 
And Jius a man in Jiis tour dredi|i not arwis ne dartis, but arwis 
of Goddis Word overcomen enemyes Jtat ben wijioute. Traveil 
jiat men hav in vertues, ben dispensis to make jiis toure, and 
suyng after Cristis lyf, as many gospels techen bifore, is jic 
hi3inge of fis toure, and growinge into charite. And ))us 
shulde ech man chese iiis staat, and do [>e traveil t>at falli)! 
to vertues, and algatis reule his wal' after Crist and his lawe; 
and if he have endeles lastinge here, he mai not faile of |>is 
makinge. 

But, for it falliji to a werriour sum tyme to go° out and fijte, 
|)e secounde parable of Crist telli]> of ("is fijtinge, and seiji : 
What king shulde wmde to do baiel a-^ens anqper kyng, pat he ne 
wolde silte it/ore and penke wiseli, mheper he my^ wip lenpousynd 
fi-^e wip him pat cam ayns him wip twenii pousand ; ellis whitis 
he Udip afer his oost,pe lesse kyng preiep him ^ pees. Dyvers 
men undirstonden ]fis text to dyvers wittis binef* bileve, but 
we weren wont to telle it J>at ech man shulde be a kynge and 
governe ])e rewme of his soule bi keping of ten comandementis ; 
and good keping of [les ten Jiousynd is ynow^ to ech man. pe 
toJ>er kyng wij> twenti |Hjusend, is comunli seide jie fend, for 
Joob seij) Jiat he is kyng upon alle children of pride, and he 
doubliji ten f>ousynd of werriours ajens Crist, for he passif" fro 
unyte, as doi|) ]ie noumbre of two, and ajens ech comandement 
he hajj cautii of double entent, And if [lese ten Jjousjnd ben 
alle Jio Jiat helpen Goddis part, and ]«s twenti ])Ous)nd alle 
|;o Jat loven doublenesse to heipe Jie fend, it seme]) not ajens 
Goddis witt, si|; his wordis ben plenienouse If jus first kmg 
wese coward and traitour to his God, and love nchesse of |je 
world and worldeli frendship of men, and lustis of hia bodi, 
and pees fro pursueris here, he sendi]) message to Jiis fend, and 
many tokenes of cowardise, and preieji him of hts pees, and 
he woie serve unto him ; and ]tus fallen many men from hardy- 
nesse in Goddis cause and bicomen )« fendis servauntis, for 
|)ei seien \e world axifi Jtis, and so, )tat )«it her enemye axiji, 
fiei graunten to him coward li. 
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OJiei w 11 b of J>(, e «ouiis for Sihortnesse \ <, le\en here 
But Cnst sei]> m Jie ende oo word ol greet hard}nes->e pnj 
ffA §/■ 30a Jal renounsij? n t to lUe pin^is pal he kip mai not 
h mj difcipk For jiinne he telh]> i,en to Jie fend to [)e 
world and to his fieibh Jiat hs hi^este charte 1^ btabh sett m 
God ind he love]; noon. o|>er |«ngi'i but in ordre of Jul 
lo\e ind Jius |>e world [)it ha]) lest' tolour h o ercrme 
bi Goddis clerk and \& fend wiji ini.nnis fleishe ben ilso 
overcomun wi]> |)is word For if a man h-wt 10 dtsiri, le 
no lust regn}nj,e in him ^\t ne he telli|> J« same t'jle Ilm 
he moost lo\cJ) his God alle his i.nemi,s ben dibcumfitid b 
[le first )50us)nd ol his oost An 1 here men seien sojieli [lat 
men rcnounsen on minv mineres as Cnst wi^ hise iposilis 
ftrboke ]) s world wi|> lasimge h-ivynge for he hadde no more 
of ]>is world but as him nedide to his 1)1 and fus shulden 
preebtis do (lat entren m to Cnstis ordre for ellis goode and 
\iele wole scorne hem (f her f he But ech mm )jat I 
shal be sa\cd renounsi)) \\\c Jiese worlleh goods whan he 
leveji alle 1 em bilnnde to love more God and his hwe But I 
lib IS jje fouleste sinne fat falli|i here t( on) preest to love 
n ore Jiese newe ordrcb |>T.n to lo\e Cnstis lawe Bi |)is Jie fend | 
overcame)) mame wij) |)e dirt of \picrisie whanne he iraki]) I 
hise servauntis Jut ben ol lishid to serve him to seme holi to | 
lie peple and seme hoch to h^e so And herfore Lrist l)\ede 
comun Kf and hise apostlis ifter him ind weren not wedd d 
wi)i |)ese newe signes ab now Jies \ioci tib ben And herfjre 
Cnst to puige his Chirche distriede (les )iree seeds Ph-wiseis 
Saduceis and Essees also but ^ fend bi h s cautel haj> broujl 
mne now o)»er Jiree as monkes chanouns ind freris and 
man> braunchis of hem And sich fals rel%ioun hi |)e lawe 
of Antecrist is bitwixe prelatis now and preestis ).at ben her 
sugettis but reule of Crist b kwe wolde' ))at alle men shulden 
renounsen to hem obediente or ojier service but is ]>ei shulden 
obeishe to Crist 
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pE GOSPET. OM FEESTE OF OON MarTIR. 

[SERMON LXIII.] 

Nihil operlum quod non reveleiur. — Matt, x, [26.] 
pia gospel conforti)i martirs, and telii|) hid syne l>at is in {>es 
newe ordris, biside \& ordre of Crist. Crist sei}» J>at, nm^t is 
hilid, pat ne it shal he shewid and no ]>ing is so pryvy, pat ne it 
shal be knowun. pes wordis ben of bileve, for alle ("ingis ben 
knowun of God, and (lat myrrour shewi|) for|) jie moost pryvy 
Jting in jiis world ; and at fe dai of dome, whanne bokis shulen 
ben opin, |>e whiche bokis ben mennis soulis, and conscience 
of hem, Jianne shulen bojie gode and yvele knowe mennis ^ou^tis 
and her werkes. And herfore shulden alle men hardeli stonde 
bi treu|)e, and speciali bi Goddis lawe, for Jierinne !iy]) no 
shame ; and herfore biddiji Crist ))at, pat he hap seid in derknes, 
pei shulden sde eft in li-^t, more comounli and more clereli, 
boJie in lyf and in word. And ])is reule of Cristis ordre shulden 
men kepe, but algatis preestis, and to (lis entent biddiji Crist 
}iat [)at ])ei have herd in her eere, }iei shulden preche opinli upon 
platrowes of housis, for ))us shulde Jie comunte of men betere 
undirstonde ; and |ius wole Crist, ))at alle Jiingis Jiat God speki]) 
to eeres of soule, shulden Jiese heereris speke for}i, and drede 
no worldeli muk in housis. And Jianne men prechen aboven 
hilingis, lyvynge comun lyf as briddis, and taken noon heede to 
worldeli goodis liat ben closid wi)iinne housis. Bnf, for sich 
prechinge axi}) hardynesse and martirdom, Jierfore Crist con- 
fortiji hise to drede not sleynge of bodi ; NjU y, seijj Crist, 
drede pese men pat sleenpe bodi, and mat not after slee pe soule, 
ne lette God to quyke )iat {ling )iat fiei killen, and to make fat 
betere ; iul rapere drede Aim pat hap power to leese hope Pe bodi 
and soule into helle for evermore, for to dwelle {lere in peyne. 
Ne ben not two sparowis sold for Jie lesle moneie in chaffar- 
inge, — for, as Luk telliji, fyve ben sold for two ferjiingis, — and 
jit God ordeyne|i for aile |>es foulis. And si]) jies foulis ben 
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iitil of prys and tincerteyn in f^eir mevynge, and jit God or- 
deyne]) for hem whanne ever Jiei lijten upon \e erjie, more God 
shulde ordeyne for ech man, })at ha|f a soule to Goddis ymage ; 
and special! for such men ]>at serven truli to her God more 
j)an ony foul may, for ))ei ben not able to serve }ius. And sif 
God ordeynejf {ms for foulis, ofier men moten graunten God 
unwise, or moche more he shulde ordeyne for men, |)at ben 
hise trewe servauntis. And |>is resoun ])at Crist makif) move}) 
trewe men ]>at han witt, to be hardi in Goddis cause, and for 
him to suffre martirdom ; and no man can avoide jiat ofier men 
shulden ])us suffre, or ellis be untrewe to God, as ben ))cs 
heretikes. And ])us seiji Crist of Goddis wisdom, Jiat alle ]je 
heeris of hise disciplis ben noumbrid to Goddis knouinge, and 
noon of hem mai fulli perishe ; and si)i [les heeris of mcnnes 
heedis ben leste worjii of ony part of man, and noon of jiese 
mai perishe Jjus, how shulden betere partis perishe f And ])Us 
ben martirs confortid to putte her bodies for Goddis lawe, 
for no part of her bodi mai |>us perishe to haxme of hem ; and 
myche more soulis of siche men, and alle vertues of her soule, 
mai not perishe fro hem, for Jie soule mai not be quenchid. 
And nedli after [le soule moten sue Jie vertues jierof, as aftir 
a mannis bodi suen quantite and figure ; and no drede, as God 
wole ordeyne, whanne he restori{> a mannis bodi, noumbre and 
quantite and figure )iat is moost acordinge to }iis bodi, moche 
more God ordeyne]) to the soule vertues Jiat it shulde have. 

And trewe we not to foolis here |>at seien jiat J)is ben accidenlis 
which God mai putte hi hem silf, and freeli take fies fro men, 
so J)at neijier in bodi ne in soule man hadde ony siche acci- 
dentis ; as who seide, men moun be, al if Jiei hangen not on 
God, for siche a dependence of men is accident unto hem. 
pese foolis moten lerne predicamentis and ten kyndis of |;ingis, 
and [lanne |>ei moun se her foli, and folic of heresie )at groundif; 
hem. And of |>is concludi)' Crist treuli to hise apostlis, jiat 
Jiei shulden not wille to drede, si)) Jiei ben betere |ian many 
sparewis; and oure bileve techi]) us ]>at God kepj]> Jiingis 
after her valu, for if ony fing be betere, God maki]> it to be 
betere. 

And so Crist speki)j here a word |>al shulde move men to 
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stonde wifi him; Eck man fiat shal knmvelick^ me hi/ore vien bi 
bojw my kyndis, I shal knffwelkhe pat man lifore my Fadir, to jiat 
mannis worshipe. Here we shulen undirstonde, )>at confessioun, 
]>at Crist name|> here, is not rownynge in preeslis eere, to telle 
him synne jiat we han done, but it is grauntlng^e of treujie, 
J)e which is apertiy seid, wiji redines to suffre Jterfore, what ever 
man denye|> it. And so )iat man confessiji Crist Jiat grauntiji 
|)at he is God and man, and al fiing Jiat wole sue herof; and 
)jese ben ful many truj>is, for al Jie gospel i)at Crist sei]j, such 
a man mut confesse, and al Jiat sue)? of (le gospel, and {>is dis- 
plesifi to sinful men. And cerlis a man confessiji not Crist, 
Jiat he is bojie God and man, but if he confesse of Crist Jiat he 
may no weje synne, ne gabbe, ne bere fals witnesse of no word 
]>at Crist haji seid. And so ech word of Goddis lawe is trewe, 
si)) Crist witnessij) it, and ech treujje ])at is |ierinne ; and so ech 
prrat confessi[) Crist bifore men, Jiat tellen' to hem Jiat Crist is 
bofie God and man ; and |>iis Crist sei]) and mat not lie. Certis 
if a man seie jius, and faile not for cowardise to telle Goddis 
lawe to men Jiat synnen, he puttiji him wel to martirdome ; and 
every sich man, seiji Crist, he shal confesse to his Fadir. And 
Jianne Crist wole confesse Jiis man to be trewe in Goddis cause, 
and worjn to have mede after worjiinesse of his traveile, and to be 
crownyd wijK)uten eende in hevene bifore Jfis greet lord, Jiat falliji 
not to jyve such servauntis but if he 3yve hem blisse of hevene ; 
for gretnesse of siche a lord rewardij* not lesse his knyjtis. 
Lord, if a man Jiat traveiliji in werre wiji a capteine, wolde 
telle myche^ jiat jiis capteyne wroot of him to his kjng and 
seide ^aS. he were a good werriour, and worJ>ili and hardili 
traveilide in Jie kingis cause, and herefore (lis erjieli kjTig 
shulde have him and hise comendid ; how mouche more were 
it worji Jiat Jie persone of Jesus Crist comendide bi his owne 
word a tiewe servaunt unto God, and telde J)at God shulde 
Jienke on him and ^yve him blisse wijiouten ende 1 And as 
confessioun of treujie is to be loved of Goddis knyjtis, so con- 
fessioun of cowardise is to drede of men in erjie ; and Jius 
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dtfiutt of hile e \<im\ men lo trueile in (joldis cause But 
wordib ot ]fib gospel ben jvel un hrivtonden of manje jiat bi 
lo^ik ])at )iei han graunten Jiit al!e ])e heeres of seintis be 
knowen we! of GoJ but God woot not how mam Jiei ben 
for noon heens ben ]>es alle si]> )ianne l^ei weren wijiouten 
noumbre and ech greet fimg in er)ie were maad of partis 
indeijbjble And siche errours |;at men hin m logik ind m 
kjndeli science brjngen men jn as heretikes to graunte T.fler 
man) fals l>mgi-) '~'0|) it is ])at God knowiji ^Ue )ie partia 
of a man and how manj }ies partis ben for t)ei hen fewe 
to Goddis Witt and so ech {)ing )iaC God tontynneji' is maad 
of partis indjv}&ible and o gretter fung haji mo siche But 
jiis IS hid to menn s knowing 1 ut after Jiei shal wite it wel 
whanne Ood '■hU heu it hem n he\ene 



Of Martir and Bishop. 



[SERMON LXIV.] 

Circmbai Jesus en lialis—'^l'iT-a-Eyi, w [35.] 

pi8 gospel teUif of \e office }iat shulde falle to Cristis 
discipiis. And so it telhj) how prestis shulde now, bofe more 
and lasse, occupie hem m )ie ChurLh m servise of God. And 
first, Jesus dide in dede {le lore Ji'it he taujte pe gospel sei]) 
how, Jesm w^nle aboule in pe mnirf, bo)i to more places and 
lesse a t s and casttlhs, to teche us to profete general! to 
men and no to lette to preche to a peple for \€\ be few, and 
ou e f ne si ulde be htil for we "ihulden trtxeile for God, of 
hon ve shulde hope oure |)ank Castels ben undirstonden 
! 1 ouns bu wallid as Jerusalem is clepid a cite bi Mathew ; 
and s ch e; e e castels ben clepid cilees And no drede Crist 
wente to smale uplondishe touns is to Bethfage and to Cana 
in Galile; for trist went to Jiese places where he wiste to do 
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good and he traveilide not for wynnynge of moneie ; for he was 
not smyttid wi|f prycle ne wi)i coveityse. He cheese him places 
to teche in ]« peple )iat were moost able, as synagogis among 
Jewis. For synagogis weren among hem as churchis hen 
among; us ; and Crist was not lettid )ianne bi feyned juris- 
diccioun, to preche among ))e folk, al if he wra])])ide ])e prelatis ; 
for |)is use in iurisdiccioun was not 5it broujl in by cautel of 
[le fend, as it now is, to lette trewe prechinge. Crist prechide 
not fables, bul J>e Gospel of God, fiat was good iipingis of fie 
kyngdom of hsvene. And Crist was not occupied al oonli in ]ii3 
prechinge, but in heeling of syke men, and men jiat were in 
languishe. For two men hav nede of hodili heele. Sum men 
hav sykenesse or hurtinge in her bodi fat men moun see at i^e, 
and )>is is clepid sykenesse. Sum men have languishe, and |;at 
on two maneris; as sum men ben syke wijiinnefor}), but )iis 
sykenesse is hid to men, as men [lat ben in fevers or o]>er syke- 
nesse of herte; and sum men ben syke bi sorewe of herte, and 
of discounfort of l^ingis ]>at fallen hem. And J>ese men were in 
languishe, and ofte weren heeOd by Crist; and if we hav not 
virfue to hele Jiese two sylcenessis, jit we moun have wille 
to do }iat is in us, and conforte and preie for men Jiat we 
delen wiji. 

And Crist ceeside not here to do good to men, but he 
ordeynede hise disciplis many, to traveile among men, Jiat )« 
people weren not alle traveilid in heering of oo man. For, as 
\ft gospel telliji, Crist sate fie peple traveilid in fits, and hadde 
mercy on hem, for fiei weren traveilid and ligginge as sheep wifi- 
outen heerde; and fiantie he seide to hise disciplis, pere is myche 
ripe corn andfewe workmen fiereaioule, and fierfore prde y God 
to move his prechours, ho]) in bodj and in soule, to traveile among 
fie puple, as gospelleris shulden. Crist bade hem wende forfi 
and preche to fie peple fiat fie kyngdom of hevene skal come, a! if 
hem ftenke Jiat it dwelle longe ; for many peplis shal turne to 
God fro )ieir synful lyf, and afterward come to hevene whanne 
|>at Jtei be dede. 31ie, |)e dai of dome comejt ful fast, si]) no 
tyme mai come faster |>an ])is dai come]i. For, as ckrkis seien, 
tyme passi]) as swiftly as ony tyme mai passe, or come into 
[lis world. 



,, Google 



SERMONS. 

And hcrfore Crist jive)) power to hise disci pi is of }iis 
office, to heele speciali foure manere of siikenessis. First, he 
3yvel) hem power to heele men wijiynne for}) ; but fe mosfe 
power in [lis was of her wordis, }iat Crist wroujte wi]> hem, 
and heelide ])e peple in soule ; and, for Crist wolde not fiat his 
power were idil, Jierefore he biddiji hem hede sttke men. After 
he biddiji Jiese disciplis rei'se up dede men; fiat mai be undir- 
stondun upon two maneres. For |)ese disciplis hadden power 
to reise up dede men in bodi, and to quykene bi Goddis grace 
dede men in soul; and |>is virtue is more, sij) ])e soule is bctere 
jian Jie bodi. pe ]>ridde tyme Crist jyveji hem power to hek 
mesele men ; and boji siche syknessis and ordres of hem shulde 
be more to charge in soule of a man, [)an Jiei shulde be of 
a mannis bodi. Meselrie is comunii figure of heresie, or of ony 
oj)er synne jiat fouleji men w jioutenforfi, for fius done bodili 
meselis to men [lat dwelle imo g 1 em and herfore in Jie eelde 
lawe shoulden meselis sto d afer A d al if many synnes de- 
foulen men biside hem nejieles heresies done myche harme. 
And [lerfore men shulle b il d re sich heresies; as a greet \ 
heresie is, in dowinge of Jie Chu h j) lordship of Jie world, as I 
il is now dowid. And breet) of )>is heresie fouliji many clerkes, 
for it is seied in o]>er placis J>at Goddis lawe forbedi]) sich lord- 
ship to clerkes, for alle Jiei shulden lyve in mckenesse and 
povertie. And to distroie f>is heresie shulden lordis traveilen 
bisili, for |>is myjten Jiei do li3tly and leve fulli to draw awei 
her owne goodis, by which Jiei harmen clerkes. For it were 
inowj to us to have offringis and dymes, si|> Crist and hise 
aposdis holden hem paied on lesse. pe fourjie and jie laste 
dede Jiat Crist bad hise disciplis do was, lo cask out fendis fial 
dwelliden in men. And as God jaf hem power to cast hem 
out bodili, BO he jaf hem power to caste hem out of (le sou!, 
whanne he jaf virtue to his wordis to converte |ie peple, and 
of a soule |>at first was nest of ]>e fend, to make a nest of 
God, to dwelle by grace and by virtues. 

And after jies foure vertues Crist telleji hem a maner jiat 
jiei shulen algads kepe in worchinge of Goddis work. For 
Crist seiji |jus : "^e token of God. freely, and Jier/bre -^yve fredi 
youre traveile to fe peple; and jianne shal it be medeful, 
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\\A eil s s it (nome Ani here s be[,f,ii8e ol j rechourb 

forfeud d of God si]) it ib an hid silUngi. of prechmge 

of Goddis vord And for it i& a priv\ synne covered wi|> 

ypocn le )iit, a\nne I'i the more and foulr before God 

and lerfore techef) P ul to be siker of jus sjne }tat preeatis 

shulden be paiel wi|) mete and ^m|> hilint,e It la leefful 

us to take Jjese two )iat ben nedetul to }iib berviLe of God 

■»nd );ere «iseli ceesse But trtns and preestis |)at gadren 

hem tresure and maken riche churchis and houais wij> ojier 

I gere and aigatib fvnden a peple superflue and chargmge 

pabbjn Goddis laie bi a curyd £;round for Sent Ptul biidifi 

Jiat he |)at traveih]; not shulde not ete by crloui oJ )j s office 

Ani preistnge of preier 'pa.t is now brou-,t in is ^ foule sjnne 

among minj preestis 

* And Chri'it telh]> ifler how fise disuplis shule i Lere 1 em 

among yiel peple )iat fei triveilen among aid so moun 

fei h;tl}er dele wifi good peple Chnst sei|> / send yu 

as sheep arrum^ it hes ml per/ re lokt \e le piuJtitt as 

neidns' and s^nple as iowies for narnesbe of ])es two is 

jnowg to 30U to dwelle among men \tid it is comunli seid 

Jiat \\olves be beesti& of ra\e)ne and >vele for to daunte fro 

[ spoilinge of meke beeati and whanne fiei bgjnen to joule 

jie turnen her snowte to he\ene ward And so pseudo clerkes 

for her greet covertise puylen sjmple men ab wohc doone 

sheepe and Crist clep [ trewe men m Ood sheep fir many 

encheiouns and as \s wolf wi}) ,oulinge makiji sheep to flokke 

for drede sj prelatis bi curMna:es miken men to gadere hem 

and 3jve Jiese prelatia goodis )iat j>ei wolen have And jit Jiei 

I hav anojwr cautel Jial Jiese ypocntis usen : [lei seien ]«t f>ei 

' wolen jyven s!lf^ragle^ goostli to menis souHs ]>at passen al (lis 

; worldis good , and to coloure al )>is ypocrisie [lei turnen her 

I snowte to hevene, and seien )iat God haji jovun hem power to 

\ 3yve pardone as |iei wolen. And here Jiei joulen comunli, 

I and blasfemen in God, and where Crist biddiji hem be sheep 

I dweliinge amonge wolves, oure prelatis, by jie fendis lore, ben 

j turned to Jie contrarie, whan f>ei stranglen and killen men and 

i ' itllyng. K. ' I^f/ul, E. ' fddres, E. 
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spoileii hem of her goodis ". And occupiyng |iat Crist bad hise 
preslis traveile inne is put al bihynde, and fendis service is 
putt before ; and ]>us fiokkis of sheep ben maid of lewyde men, 
and fiokkis of wolves ben maid of preestis. 

But Crist biddi]) hise disciplis be prudent as eddris. An 
eddre haf fis witt; whanne charmeris come to take him, [>e 
toon of hise eeris he clappi]> to )>e erfte, and wiji )»e eende 
of his tail he stoppiji )ie tofier. And so Goddis children, 
whanne |)ej be temptid to synne, J>ei Jienken mekeli how 
freel Jiei ben maid of |>e er)ie, and wi}) greet [lOujt of her 
dcjf, f>at shal come, Jiei \viten not whanne, and drede of 
her jugement lest Jiei ben demyd to helle, (lei stoppen her 
o])er eere and kepen hem wel fro synne. And ^lus |)ei hav 
prudence, Jiat God ha)i 50vun to serpentis. And symplenesse 
of douves stondej) in j)is; [lei hav no clawis to lijte as ojier 
foulis, but whanne )iei ben assailid of foulis of raveyne, }>ei 
tristen not to her owne strengj>e, but fallen on stones, and 
Jiese haukis dreden fanne to smyte at hem, lest )iei frushen^ 
her owne brest at jie hard stoone. So Cristis disciplis knowen 
mekeli her freeki, and lijten on }>e corner stoon, |>at is Jesus 
Crist; and Jianne fendis of helle dreden hem to swippen* at^ 
hem, lest )>ei barmen hem silf at jie stoone of hurtinge. And 
fms Cristis disciplis ben goostli dowves. But {)is lore is forjete*. 
and Jie fendis lore take''. 



[SERMON LXV.] 

Elevatis Jesus oculis. — Luke vi. [jo.] 

pis gospel teUe}" foure confortis of martiris, in whiche ])ei 

shulden have joie for pursuynge of Crist. JJe gospel lellili 

how, Jesus lijk up hise iyn on hise disciplis, and seide ))US ; 
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Bkssid be pore men in spiril,for jf, {)at |>us be pore men, haii 
pus cerleinli pe kyngdome of hevene. pis poveite is a virtue 
fat men shulden first sue Crist inne, and it is hard for to use, 
and Jierfore telleji Crist Jms [le meede. And Jiese men jiat hav 
]iis virtue, as weren Cristis apostlis, hadden here ]>e rewme of 
hevene, for J>ei hadden here Crist ; and Crist, heed of ]>is rewme, 
is ofte fymes clepid jiis rewme ; for he is Jie moste jewel of al 
}iis rewme, in which edi part of }iis rewme is many weies con- 
teyned, And {>us he mai by many causis be clepid al |iis 
rewme. In )iat he is God, he is ende of al {ling, and in him 
we lyven, we moven, and we ben ; and for him, as ende, we 
done alle our dedis. For in virtue of him al his Chirche 
worcheji, and by j)is moun men se wher men ben lymes of 
Holy Churche; for Jianne jiei ben groundid in his lyf, and his 
worchinge. And if Jiei ben in stait or werkes ungroundid ' 
in Cristis lyf, it is licly to men [lat (lei ben Antichristis disciplis; 
for Crist sei[> and mai not lye, fiat, Who is not wiji me, he is 
a5ens me ; and so be is wi]> Anticrist. And so if stait of fiese 
freris be not groundid in Crist, and fei gabben many maneres 
upon |>e lyf of Crist, as in begginge, and asoiUnge, and ojier 
feyned lesyngis; )ianne it is a tokene ])at |>ei ben not of holy 
Chirche, but Sajianas children whos dedis J>ei done. For if 
t>ei ben more bisie aboute worldeli goodis, jan Jiei ben of dedis 
\2X vertu techijj to do, Jtanne \€\ ben wij) Mammon, and he ledif) 
hem. For worldeli goodis, ]« which Crist clepid Mammona of 
wickidnesse, ben moost sou^t of sich men. And so ])is fend 
ledij) hem, and siji uneven departinge of suche worldeli goodis 
makiji dissenciotm, jhe, }>e mooste Jiat here is, it semeji Jiat sich 
freris ben cause of ()is dissencioun. But )>ei have goodis in 
comun unevenly departid ; jhe, more ]>an hem nedide ech 
man to have ynow5; and [>us Jiis nest of Mammon genderi]* 
many strives, and jit Jie fend techi> hem to seie Jiat \t\ have 
noujt, but ben more pore in spirit l>an weren Crist and hise 
ipostlis. But certis Jiis is not poverte of which Crist spekijt 
here, sij> Crist spekeji here of poverte in spirit, to mekeli holde 
men in havynge of wordli goodis, as moche as nedij) to sus- 

' \at Im not gruundid, E. 
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teyne her office. And he {"at forsake{> Jius for )ie love of Crist 
worldeli richesse, and fame j>at comej) to ])e world for havynge 
of siche goodis, is a pore man in spir a Cn j k ]> h 
For Jranne he synnejj not in havynge f od f m k 

fecstis, ne to make riche housis, ne no 1 m n }> 

fallen to men, but it is inowj to him to h f d d h I g 
And al his bisynesse is to helpe Crist Lh h did 

seyve]) not men in multitude of coven bu 1 k )> h f 
prestis moun profile to Cristis Chirche, anlh hm hH 
)ie office Jiat Crist ha|) bedun in his lawe fo h d jr nd }j 
in jie kyngdome of hevene. And Jius b n u knj d 
wiji anojier, and algatis in preestis, fiat hi u n Cn A d 
for suche poverte bringi)> ofte tymes n hun f>e f n ]« 
secounde blyss sei)> CristS/a^ /«'*?« ^/ d m And n 
drede Crist speki)t of sich hunger Jiat u 1 ak af 

)« Trinite; for a Jieef mai hunger age h 11 n pn n 
and a werriour mai hunger for an yvel nd bu 1 k h 
ha|) power to robbe mennis goodis, and j h p )i por 
resouns, for jie love of God, and )>at n n hui g Jj C 
spekij> here. And J>us alle J>ese comunef. of Jies newe rcligiouse, 
Jiat* wasten Goddis goodis, for fame of ]ie world, or love of her 
belye, synnen a^ens Jiis virtue ; and )iei shulden hungre now ti 
defi, as done J«se martirs, or (jei wastiden fius jiese pore mennis 
goodis. And if Jiei ban greet wille to do jiis for Goddis sake, 
Jiei han now a maner of blis, delitinge in Goddis lawe; and 
it is no drede j)es men shulen be fiUid, whanne j)ei shulen 
have full joie in pieyn filling of Goddis wille. For after jie day 
of dome no|)ing shall displese hem, for (lei shulen wel wite pat 
God ordeyne)) al [>ings )ianne, rijt as it shulde be, by resoun 
of Goddis wille. And }iis ordenaunce is so faire and so plesinge 
to seintis, [lat [lei shulden be fuifillid in wille of her soule, and 
|>at shal be inowj to hem to bo))e her kyndis. For jianne 
shulen have no hunger of ])ing Jiat ])ei desiren, for Jiei shulen 
be fulfiUid in bodi and in soule, and ]ius trowen seintis j 
hungre endi]) here. 

J)e [iridde blisse is seid to ]« same entent. Blessid be y pal 

' So E ; A includes ■ scij" Crist ' in the italics. ' iake», E. ' S 
E; om.A. 
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lepiti now /or y ihuhn hiy II is knowLii |nt whoso hsLi|i 
fulli in Goddiij Hwe lemut nedis uepe here for enemjes to 
Crist for suche Goddis proclours> shukn be pur'iued for re 
prevjng of synners |>at ben God lis enemjes and he is 
a coward ajens God |>at speki|i not boJdIi ajens s>nne And 
herfoie Joon Baptist and Cnstis apostlis loken ensaumple of 
Cribt to Jjuis repreve bjnne ind J>us jiei wepten for pursuyte, 
and algatis lor synne siji Cri-it m all hise |>re wepiiigis wepte 
for o)ier mennis s\nne For he \a\t\ nowjt wel Crist and his 
Modir ])at 'ioro«ij> not for her mjune and despite Jiat is done 
to him And sich men of chai te -ihall leije at je dii of dome 
for Salomon seij>, Jie Churche shall leije in ]je last dai and 
sich gosth gUdness is clepid here ki^mg' for bodili leijvng s 
fer fro \\% purpos And of |jese Jirec pursuyngis \-\l comen to 
(« Chirche ])e fir-,te is leste of ille |)e secound is mjddil and 
]ie |>ridde is moost and jjus it is «l )>e ' |)ree rewardis 

pe fourj) word t)at Crist sei)> conteyne)' fre piirsiiingis, y 
shuhn be blessid, sei[i Crist, whanne men shulen hale ym, and 
whanne pei shulen deparle ym, and after repreve yiu. Cristis 
servantis on many maneris ben deparlid here. Worideli men 
fleen hem, and levcn hem by hemsilf; ]jei ben cursid of Anti- 
crist, and put out of chirchis, and \€\ ben partid in prisouns fro 
ojier men of ])e world. And in alle jies slatis \^\ suffrcn re- 
proves, and if |fei ben certeyn, bi lore of her hileve, fiat Jjei 
suffren in all Jiis fro cause of her God, Jiei moun be blessid and 
joiful for hope of |)e ende, as a syk man gladli wole sutfre 
peyne whanne he hopiji [terbi to come afdr to hele. And joie 
Jtat seintis shulen have whanne Jiei suiTren fus is a manere of 
blisse ])at \€\ han here, for it is more joie jian all Jiese worldli 
lustis, And, as Crist tellij), jiese (lat stonden in Cristis cause, 
han her names cast out as cursid men and heretikes, for her 
enemyes ben so blynde, and so depe in her synne, jiat {lei 
clepen good, yvel, and yvel, good. But woo be to suche. 
And Crist bidiJij) his servantis to joie ]>at dai in her herie, and 
shews a glad countynaunce, to men J>at ben about hem,_/^ certis 
her medi is moche in fie hlisse of kevene. And jiis word coun- 
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foni|i symple men, |)at been clepid eretikes, and enemyes to })e 
Chirch, for [)ei tellen Goddis lawe ; for jiei ben somynned and 
reprovyd many weies, and after put in prison, and brend^ or 
kild as worse Jian Jieves". And maistris of ])is piirsuyng ben 
preestis more and less, and moost pryvy freris wijt iesingis 
fiat ])ei feynen, as Crist was pureued wil^ Caipbas and o|?er 
preestis, but privyli wi|) Pharisees ]:at weren hise falsseste^ 
enemyes. And Jtis gospel is confort to alle f>at ben jius 
pursued. 

But certis as tradiciouna maid biside Goddis lawe, of preestis 
and of scribis and of Phariseis, blyndiden liem in Goddis 
lawe and made it dispisid, so it is now of Goddis lawe by 
newe mennis lawis, as decretals and decres. And ]>c Sixte, 
wij> Clementyns '°, done myche harm to Goddis lawe, and 
enfeblen bileve. And ])us done f^ese newe reulis of Jiese Jiree 
ordris, as [lei barmen rewmes and cuntreis f>at |jei dwellen inne. 
But remedie agens J>is is used of many men, to dispise all 
jiese lawis whanne |)ei ben aleggid, and seien unto men )iat 
aleggen hem, Jiat falsehede is more suspect for witnesse of siche 
lawis, si() Goddis lawe telliji al trujte )jat is nedeful to men. 
In |)is laste pursuyng of our modyr, jiat is greet and peiilous, 
hafi Anticrist moche part ajens Jesus Crist, and feyne]? bi 
ipocrisie J>at he haji jie rijl part. And defaute of bileve is 
ground of all pis errour. 



* The compilation of the Sixth 
Book of the Decretals was made by 
order of Boniface VIII. and pro- 
mulgated by him in 129?. It is 
entitled Seslus, or the Sixth, as 
following and being supplementary 
to the five books of Decretals 
published by Gregory IX, in 1134. 
{on which see Milman'f. Lada Chris- 
tianity, VI. 163) : — 



V'^^e 



The Clementines were first pub- 
lished by Clement V at (he Council 
of Vienne in 131 2 i Ihey were after- 
wards given out in a Jiilly digested 
form by John XXII in 1316. They 
treat of various points of canon ' 
and church discipline, and are 
plementary to the Sexlus. 

in the Bodleian Ltbrary, edited ^ Gl]« I 
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[SERMON LXVI.] 

Cum persequeniur vos in una dvilale. — Math. x. [33.] 
prs gosfiel telliti a medicine of Crist, how hise martirs shulen 
do in tyme of her pursuynge. Crist biddij) hise disciplis to fiee 
from her enemyes ; for vertuous pacience and sich manere 
cowardice ben armes to Cristene men to overcome her enemyes. 
For hope of our victorie is in Jesus Crist, and jierfor we trustyn 
in him j)at he doeji Jie dedis. And so ' Crist and Anticrist 
striven togidere, and oon seij) Jiat he ha|) f>e just part and )je 
hooli; and f>e toj)er reversij) him and seiji |jat he haji Cristis 
part. And as anentis Cristis lawe J-at men shulden grounde 
hem inne, Anticrist haji foundun (>is cautel, to seie |)at it is 
myche fals. And if men seien ^H Goddis lawe mnt nedis 
be soji to Goddis entent, |>ei graunten }>at jiis is so)i, but fie 
entent lie|j in hem. So, as princes of prestis, and Phariseis 
joyned wijt hem, wolen interprete Goddis lawe, afT hem shal 
it be taken; and so her exposicioun is more in auctorite [lan 
is text of Goddis lawe ; for by f>e firste, men shulen be demyd. 
And by |fe cautel of jie fend ]iese ben maid myjti to )je world, 
and by ^iftis )tat j>ei jyven to secular men, and to sum clerkis, 
}iei hav many comunes wi)" hem, and of all manere of men, 
and crien ])at ]>us sei(i holi Churche, to which we shulden algatis 
trowe, and do worshipe to it, and reve it noujt but jyve it more. 
And |ius is Cristis cause feld doun for a tyme, but jit ]>ere ben 
many men stondinge ]>erewij>, as |;ei doren. And jiis reule han 
many men to juge wel m jiia mater, if a man lyve rijt lyf bo))e 
to God and to man, and ha\e for him te\t of Goddis lawe, and 
witt |>at sowne|» to chirile, and symplenesse in lyvynge, wi]> 
forsakinge of worldeh liif, it is tokene )>at Jiis man ha]) ]»e rijt 
part of Jesus Crist. For Anticnst drtwiji evere to pryde and 

' SoE; A reads/or. which gives neither sense nor syntax. 
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to cmeitise aid herl moun men kno^e whit min hoH |) 
\ )]) Anticnbt But Lew -ire w th y\ ocri le for ) \l 1 igitij) man) 
men to trowe fiat men ben Cnst s children 1I3 f )iei ben |ji. 
fend b Ijmes An1 so bi loore |jat Cnbt tLchi|f men shuldcn 
frowe to ch menn s workes more |)an to her wordi** for ])ei 
speken ofte in stnif and Poul leiji Jilt he and hise bre|)eren 
haie noon cuslum to speke }>us 

pe first biddmge f^t Criat bidd J here stondijt in |iese 
wordis J)at we shulen kepe And nhanne nui} eiumy s 
sjuin putsue \ u fr oon nle |jat je ha\e dwelt inne fl 
-f into inop r but e\cr \.\\ di scree oun for if |)is were ever 
kept no men nedide to be mirtris tor )>ei myjt fle fro toun 
to toun and nevere countrt wi}) her enem^eb and [lus Cri t 
wij) h se discipl s hadde do agena his owne lore And here 
men studien wiJ- ruhs whannc ))ei bhuHei flte j>us and 
nhanne ))e shulden stonde and suffre In bojie Jiese taujte 
Cn t an i it I no dotiti, to mtn f>at oflo it irjfitj) on bo)>e 
sid s to fleen from 00 to in to \\ fier for bi jiis fleinge ofte 
t\mes hav bo|e Jie partis s].ace to turni. to Cr st and profile 
more )ian \n shulden to uffre de|) ilidmge in 00 place 
And here 1 can^ not gj unde of God ]iat we shulden fle ouri, 
enemyes n,t whanne ])ei folowen os, and 'ieen as in nennia 
presence for \\% were jvel cowardice to feere men f>at s>aien 
)ns flijt but Cr st spekijj here as we Ji nk ]> of h d removjnge 
before And ))us Cnst fledde ofte t>Tnes and hidde him among 
lie peple. And if jiou axe whanne men shulden flee, and whanne 
stonde in Goddis cause, certis sum tyme men ben constreyned 
to come, and to answere for Crist ; and so, if we lyven good 
lyf and lette not Jie love of Crist, he shal teche us for to flee 
and to answere as we shulden. 

But algatis be we war Jiat we confesse not falsehede, 
and denye not Cristis lawe, for no cais |»at mai falle. If we 
undirstonden not jie witt, graunte we Jie forme of \& wordis, 
and confesse we [le trujie of hem, al if we witen not which 
it is. And J>us faile we not God in liif, and he wole not 
faile us in loore; for }jus he biholij) |»at we shal have in 
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sich hour what we sbulden sptke But here it i& good to us, 
if we ben in nuche pees to knowe ind loie Goddis Jawe, 
for bi |)i^ we moun betir \y\e and wite how we shuien answere 
men whanne wi, ben ojiposid of fendis But jit men mijten 
rephe here ^Vl Cri&tia lore were not }now? for men myjten 
hjth take a Litee where alle weren enemves and noon trewe 
men But ly\e we wel and Cribt wole teche to what a citee 
we shulen go and herfore seij> Crist after Sopit I seie lo y>u, 
jc shulen not ende />e alees of Israek M pat m<mms sone come, al 
Pe laste dai of/ugemenl A flok of treue men is citee of Israek, 
for Jiese men seen God and ben redi to helpe hise lyme'!, 
whanne |>ei be }>us pursued and euiFre Cnstis disciphs to ira- 
veile and lette \nticristis bi her power, and suchflokkis shulen 
not faile bojie to worche and to helpe And m |>e dai of dome 
it shal be no ncde to axe help for [lanne shal Cnstis baner 
be rend and alle hi'^e enemies shulen lurke 

And herfore seiji Cnst after, per ts no dtsaple ahoue his mmstir 
m servant aboue his Lord. But |>us was Crist himsilf pursued, 
and ])is forme kepte Crist, in fleyinge and m answerynge. And 
it is ynow^ to pe disciple Pat he be as his maistir, and to servaunt 
pat he be as his Lord, In j)is jiing and bi ]iis weie shulden Cristis 
servauntis kepe mekenesse and hope in God, and wite wel bi 
her bileve fat [>ei moun not do wijiouten him. And herfore 
sei]> Crist ; Ifpei clepiden pe good Lord Behabub, moche more pei 
shulden dorre^ mysseie pe servanlis 0/ pe Lord. And ojier pur- 
suytis and bodih deji shulen sue aftir, si)) Crist hadde hem, and 
Jierfore Crist telli)> ofte, how hise shal be sikir of Jiese. And 
])erfore Cristis armure is good to ech to Cristen man to hav, 
for it noiej) not hevely, nejier in pees ne in werre, and it maki]) 
Cristen men hardi ajens )ie fend and alle hise lymes. And her- 
fore seiJi Crist to hise ; per/ore drede je hem not; for we have 
betere ground l>an ))ei, and more helpe Jian j>ei have ; but oure 



helpe is spiritual, hid to ^i 
lore is nedeful now 
turned hise clerkes to covei 



world and for ' |>e tojier. And Jiis 
is world, for Anticrist ; for he hajf 
tise and worldli love, and so blindid 



}>e peple and derkid {w lawe of Crist, {>at hise f 
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jiikke, and fewe ben on Cristis side. And algatis \e\ dispisen 
[lat men shulden knowe Cristis liif, for bi his liif and his loore 
shulde help rise on his side, and prestis shulden shame of her 
lyves, and speciali )ies hije prestis, for ^t\ reversen Crist bojie 
in word and dede. And herfore oo greet Bishop of Engelond, 
as men seien, is yvel paied jiat Goddis lawe is writun in Englis, 
to iewide men; and he pursue}) a preest, for he wrili}i to' men' 
|)is Englishe, and somoni|i him and traveiliji him, }>at it is 
hard to him to rowte'. And Jrns he pursue]) anojier preest bi 
jie helpe of Phariseis, for he preclude Cristis gospel freeli 
wi}jouten fablis. O' men ^t ben on Cristis half, helpe je now 
ajens AnticristI for jie perilous tyme is comen ))at Crist and 
Poul telden bifore. Butt oo confort is of knyjttis, J>at |!e! 
savoren myche j)e gospel and han wille to rede in Englishe 
j>e gospel of Cristis liif. For aftirward, tf God wole, j)is lord- 
ship shal be taken from preestis; and so Jie staafF fiat makij- 
hem hardi ajens Crist and his lawe. For |>ree sectis fijten here, 
ajens Cristene mennis secte. pe firste is }« pope and cardinals, 
bi fals lawe Jiat )iei han made; )ie secounde is emperours^ 
bishopis, whiche dispisen" Cristis lawe ; fie [iridde is Jies Pha- 
risees, posse ssioners and beggeris. AUe (les jiree, Goddis 
enemyes, traveilen in ypocrisie, and in worldli coveitise, and 
idilnesse in Goddis lawe. Crist helpe his Chirche from Jwse 
fendis, for Jiei fijten perilously. 



fE Gospel of manv Martkis. 



[SERMON L X V I I.] 



Ponik in cordibus vesiris. — Luc. : 



'■ [14.] 



pis gospel telli}), as ojier bifore, how Crist helpi|) his martris, 
whan |ie fend and hise lymis pursuen hem for Cristis lawe. 
For Christ suffride for j)is lawe al fie peyne ]>at he suffride, and 
hise martris aftir him sutfriden for [)is same law. Crist taujte 
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opinli his lawe to jie peple. and Jie hi3e preestis of Jie temple, 
wij) Scribis and Phariseis, f)0U3ten Jiat ])is was ajens hem; and 
|ius {lei weren ajens him ; and special!, for Cristis wordis weren 
ajens yese jire mennis pride, and ajens her coveitise, in which 
fiei disseyveden Jie peple, but not bi so opyn blasfemje as 
prelatis use to daie. For ])ei sejen, |>at Jiei han power of Crist 
to assoile alle men Jiat helpen in her cause, for to gete fis 
worldli worshipe, to assoile men of peyne and synne", bojie in )iis 
world and in {>e tojiir, and so whanne )jei dien, flee to hevene 
wi))Outen peyne. And )>us durst not Jie fend fevne for jie tyme 
Jiat Crist was here ; and siche blynde leden blynde men, and 
maken falle boJie in Jie lake. And J>U'j J>ts is a perilous tyme, 
for many men ben dryvun to helle, and Jiat is more perilouse 
Jian ony deeji jiat fie' bodi hafi here, and Jie peril is Jius more 
for feynynge of ypocrisie ; and we moun not see jiis peril, ne 
fele it in fiis liif. And many witnessis ben a;ens jiis, and seien 
Jiat it is fals ; but. as jiei seien, we han Jie fals part, and Jiei han 
Jie goode religion. And so jiis is more perilous J>an sectis de- 
partid fro Crist, as Jewis or Sarasiiies, or ojier hejiene men; 
for jiese worchen bi ypocrisie and ben mj-jli heretikes, and 
medlid among trewe men, and Jius her fi;ting is feller. 

But nejieles Crist supposiji fiat hise disciplis shulden sue him, 
and lyven wel after his lawe, and jiei shulen be sure ynowj, for 
jianne God shal fi3te for hem ajens enemyes of Crist. And 
herfore bigynniji Crist and biddiji hem, pui/e in peir kerlis, not 
to j>mke bifore wip bisinesse, how pei shulen answdre to her 
enemyes, for Crist shal answere jianne for hem, and '^yvs hem 
panne moup and witt, to which alle her adversaries moun not 
aynslonde ne aynseie. And siji jiei ben not jK) jiat speken, but 
jie Holi Goost spekiji in hem, it is soji Jiat God himself shal 
answere for his part. It is seid ofte tymes, jiat maner of 
speche of Goddis lawe is to denye jie instrument, and to 
graunte jie principal, and Jius seiji Crist Jiat [lei speken not but 
Jie Hooli Goost m hem. But Crist prophedeji of betraying jiat 
hise shal hav ; 3* shuhn be betrayed, he seip, of your owne eldrrs, 

' So in E; om. A. 
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of ymre breperen, and y)ure cosyfis, and yyure mane frendis. pis 
lettre was verified of martiris of Crist, for alle })es foure con- 
sentiden to dej) of )>ese martiris, for Jiei Jioujten obeishe to 
God in killinge of Cristene men. And as Cristis lawe seiji 
Jiat sevene liingis shulden be hatid for Crist, as fadir and modir, 
wy^es and children brejieren and ei&tren and mennis owne luf 
so fevnede \t fend fiat jicse foure frend s shal be hatid of man 
for jie l3ie of \nticriit. \nd |)us man) fadris kilhden her J 
owne children for fei confc&siden Crist and f>us as we sup J 
p-) en jie Jewis diden And to speken generali of Anticnstis 
sc le ) ese poj. is ben fa Ins and her cl urchea ben modirs \^ e 
b hopib ben brelieren and o|er prelatis ben cobjns secukr 
men for muk ben to Jiese prelalis frendis and alle |)cse be 
truen Cn&tene men to turment and putten hem to deeji for i 
holdmge of Cristis lawe And l)is is more perilous for her 
lals fejnmg for Jiei seien )iat her Chirche mai no wcie faile 
fiat haf) lastid so longe in truf>e and m holmes e And fius as 
Crist was pursued and kild of fiese fouie folk so bi cautels 
of Anticrist ben men kild to dai And jit f>e pope is clejjid 
Iioljeste fadir and fie b shopis hise hreficren and abbotis his 
cosjns and secuters ben frendis fiat helpen to f) s pursujte 
and fiese foure goostli frendis ben most perilous And Crist 
teUi]) hise disciphs how pei shulen be haiid of alle worldh men, 
for pe name of him ; and [lus ben men hatid now bi lesengis 
of freris, for fiei holdin fie gospel and laws of Crist. But Crist 
comfortef> hise and tellefi hem fiat no part of her bodi shal 
perishe at fie dale of dome ; so pat an heere of her'^ hud shal 
ml panne perishe. And armer to fi3te wif? in Criste^ men 
is pacience, for wifi fiis foujte Crist, and alle hise gloriouse 
lymes; and in pis pacience bihetifi Crist to hise, fiat f>et shulen 
hav her soulis in pees, as Crist hadde his soule. 

And here moven many men, sifi Cristis lawe is opyn, and his a 
part is knowun good, and Anticristis wickid, and many devoute " 
men holden wif) Crist, what movef) Cristene men to move hem 
not to fi5tinge ? For sifi f>e fend haf> but firee partis for his 
side, Cristene men my^te soone meve to fle fies free partis. 
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For popis and bishopis and prestis of her sort, and |iese new 
religiouse, possessioneris and beggeris, and seculer men {lat 
ben dissejved wi)j hem, ben }« moste enemyes to Crist and 
bis !awe. Whi wolen not holi seculers risen ajens {lese prse, 
si]) \>ei moven seculers to fijte ajens her enemyes ? Here men 
|)enken jiat Cristene men shulden algatJs loven pees, and not 
procure to fl^te; for Crist is a pesible kyng:, and he sei)! in his 
gospe! f-at in oure greet pacience we shulen have oure victorie ; 
and Crist shal fijte for us. But many men f>enlien }iat seculer 
men shulden helpe here, not to fijte bodili ajens Cristis enemyes, 
but wijidrawe her conceil and consent fro jies (iree folk; and 
|>is dede were sure before God and man. 

And sij) |)ese false freris camen last into jie Churche, it semefi 
[lat at hem shulden men begynne to practise, for jiei semen leste 
groundid or rotid in malice, al if her malice be sharpest, as fevere 
of a daie. pe rote of possessioners seraef) harder to overcome, 
for [lei ben rotid in richessis and frendship of ]« world ■ but lijtli 
mijten trewe men discomfite Jiese freris not but wi|)draw her 
defence and consentc to hem and jiese fendis shulden faile as 
|)ej began wi]jouten ground And hi-re moun men lijtl se 
whe)>er seculers ben trewe men for [lei confessen communli 
l^at J)ei loven Crist moost ind wolen stonde Lj his [awe and 
also bi his ordenaunce for to sufFre dej) tut )ei fallen m }ies 
wordis Hem ncdi]) nejier to lijte ne dispende ne traveile 
but consent not wifi jies fendis nt. defende hem ajens Cnst 
and jiei shulden soone be destr)ed among hemsilf Wei Y 
woot Jiat begginj, holdi|> hem up and ojier lesmgis upon Crist 
and his Churche Comune not wiji hem ne iy\e hem noon 
almcse bifosre )ei hi\ dedarid 'pt'te' gabbingis a,ens bile\e 
and li-,tli shulde be an ende of ])ese false prophetis Her 
preieris and her massj'i and ojier false aignes ben signes ]iat 
jiei chaflaren v-ip disse>i)nge \ie peple But d«elle we in |>is 
bieve and tell hem Loldh ]-it |>ei witen never ^ wher ]<ei ben 
fendis and if [)ese )pocntiS ben fendis her preins doi)i hirm 
jhe, boji to hemsilf and to o)'er men ; and no man fiat hadde 
witt shulde chafFare wiji her preiris. And herfore biddi)) Crist 
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flee frcm fal'« jrophetis }nt cfme in clo|?ng of 'iheep but 
fiei ben wolves wi)" men and her conajng is moost to raijshe 
b ypocnsie 

As anenlis her massi"! a man {tat hadde Cnstis herl si ulde 
seie hem so|ieh [lat he (\oHe nnt truste [lerjnne but if )iei 
purg kn hem of here'ie of which Jiei ben susject It was 
taken as bile\e longe b fore ))it frens L^m jnne )iat)e sacil 
ost jilt men seen at i;e is vernh Goddis bodi bi vertue of h e 
wordis Frens seien Jnt jiis is fal'' but it is in ace dtnt 
wi))outen on\ suget ind Jwi gilen }ie peple If a man ch-irge 
Goddis lawe more {lan fals in nane of sich l}eris in Jie world 
|>at doij) m\che harm Lomune he not wij) hem ne 3)ve hem 
no goodis before he have asa ed whejer ]jei ben here heretikes 
and seie he jiat Cr st ttkijj not '^erMce of man but if he -^jie 
betere a,cn and )us shuHen prestis done and herfire but 
if |ie frere bringe under his comune seel what is {le sacrid oost 
jtei wolen not comune wiji him Foi as Sent Joon sci|f wl i 
ever greti|> an heretike shal hav of his sjnne whit min ever 
he be And jus if a frewe man lo\e more Cnsl f>an Jie 
w rl lis fame he mai lijth wij) worship a oide s ch fils freri^; 
And certis ])is dele were unsu pect bojic to Gol and rain 
For f ]jei hav a njt bileve '^ti shulden telle it for charite 
and li her bilcve were fals \ei shulden wiUe (lat it were dis 
troied And algats jie w ten wel Jat ))ei Mrien in bileve fro 
)e gos[ el and comun peple and manj weies disse}\e men 
For ))ei lellen not what is |>at but }>at }>is is Ooddis bodi Bit 
[lese idiotis 'fhulen wite [lat bofie fiere ind every ihere is betere 
J>ing |>an Goddn hodi for |ie hnli Trinite is n ech place Ani 
so men axen whit is jiat jiat Jjc prest 'sacrijt and aftur brek|) 
and )iat men worbhipen is Goddis bodi but not accident 
wi)jcuten sugct And ]ms defaute of 1131 bileve practis d among 
jies frens shulden dampne hem as heretkts ani tike hem in 
her owne falshede 

And so bi alle olier signes {>at fiei fe)nen in rehgioun 
asp e how jies frens camcn inne and h\ whos auctorite 
for if Jiei camen not in bi Crist [)at is dire of his Cliurcl 
))ei ben Jie^es and heretikes and stien up Ij )e ro ) Ani 
lis proof \erc 1 ot coslh ne charg ous ne himeful ml 
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for levyng of siche proofe synnen men ful ^revousely bojie 
ajens Crist and his Churche, jhe, ajens freris |>at men [lenken 
f>ei helpen. And {lis shulden alle men do in dede, and stire 
ojier men Jierto, sum bi love, sum bi drede ; and f>us shulden 
oure bileve be shewid, and rotyn heresie, hid now, shulde come 
to proof wi|i false lesingis. And here moun men wel assaie 
whe}>er clerkes and knyjtis wijt her comunes love God as Jiei 
confessen, and doren stonde bi his lawe ; for he }iat is necligent 
in so litil J>ing for to do, wolde soon be necligent in harder 
Jjing of more charge. 



[SERMON LXVIII.] 

Descendens Jesus de monk. — Luc. vi. [17.] 
pis Gospel telliji, as we hiv seid, how J« peple lo^ede Cri'it, 
and how Cn^it jafe hem loore \ai was bi.tir J)an al j)is world 
And so Crist, as a good knjjt, stood now in hil, and now m 
pleyn now m water, and now m er|>e to telle ))at he wis Lord 
of alle But here he stood in the plejn feld, for )ier men 
mi3ten betere heere him, and [)us he techi|) J^t he lovej) 
all men |jat holden his lawe be )>« clerkis be Jiei knijtis, 
or kborerii ))at maynte)nen tilj)e And pus Crisl cam doun of 
pe kill, and stood m a ftldi plact, and to him cam dyversejblkts, 
as jam men pai weren hise disctphs, and a great multitude of 
o\^xfolk fro fjve places Sum men camen fro fer counlrees 
of )ie lond of Jude, and simi camen fro Jerusalem, and sum 
camen fro pe sec, and sum menfrope lond of Tire, and sum fro 
\e lond of Sidon 

And men seien comunli [lat men sueden Crist for fyve 
causis. Sum men camen to sue Crist, to lerne of him Goddis 
lawe ; and J>us sueden Jie apostlis Crist J>at special! sueden him, 
and ojier trewe men, bi rijt entent to be informed in Goddis 
lawe, and speciali at }iis tyme; for now jaf Crist his lawe, and 
so he ordeynede many folk to here alweie Jiis newe lawe. pe 
secounde cause J-at men sueden Crist for, was to be heelid of 
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Crist. For alle manere of sykenessis of men he helid wijiouten 
hire; and so seijj )« gospel here Jiat many folkis camen to 
Crist, io keere him, and to be helid of syknesse J>at |)ei were inne. 
pe jiridde cause whi folk sueden him was for to se wondris of 
Crist, as men traveilen in fer weie to se pleies ^ in J)e world; 
and more woundris |ian Crist dide was not seen bifore ne aftir. 
pe fourjie cause whi sum folk cam to Crist was curapanye, (lat 
ofier men cam to Crist, ojier for oo cause or for o>er. And 
[>as ])ei camen to se Crist for sum cause |)at here is seid. pe 
Jifte cause, and Jie worste, Jiat sum men camen to here Crist 
was to take him in wordis, as ofte tymes camen hise enemyes, 
as Pharisees and oJier servauntis of hije preestis of }ie temple. 

And |>us seij) \t gospel here ;—pat men travelid of pe fendis 
weren keetid, and al Pe pepk covetide to louche Crist, for vertue 
wenle out of him, and helide alle men. And Crist cast up hise 
iyn in hise disdplis, and seide foure wordis, as it is told bifore 
in Jie firste sermoun of martirs'. First se:]) Crist, Blessid be pe^ 
pore nun, for yure is pe kingdom of God, and comunli SHch 
men Jiat ben pore of goodis here, ben also pore m soule 
as sci]) \ti gospel of RIatheu For sum men ben proude 
m her herte of fair chirchis and hije stcplis, and sum of 
faire jate housjs, and sum men of hije kycchjnes', and -vi if 
prjde were fulh layd doun, few or noon wolden ha\ sii-h 
housis And jf all ])€ good were weied jiat corae}> of sich 
costli fimg, It were but pure fantasie, and worldh prjde \zX 
come}> Jierof And if we )ienken hoM Crist \ias pore, more 
|>an on) of us mai be, we shulden not bolue for richesse of 
Jie «orld, for no good jiat comeji |>erol And so we shulen 
understonde Jiese Jiree wordis Jiat come after, — Bkssid be je 
pat hungren now, for y shulen aftir be filhd Blessid be y 
pat wcpen now, for y shulen leiy afltr, and blessid shulen 
y be whanne pal men shulen hate -^ou, and whanne pa dtpai ten 
yiu fro Cristene men pat pet loven, and whanne pa shultn 
reprove yu, and caste out yur name as ivtl,for y holdtn wip 
Cnslis lawe, al if it displese to ))e world In pal dai jou 
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J wij/mt and make 5e gUd counlvniuiice wijouien /or la 
yjure netde is Jiocie tn hciene ani bj Jiis weie je deserven it. 

As It IS seid bifore God hiji many enemyes fat feynen bi 
her professioun )iat fei ben pore as was (.rist and jit )>ei 
ban worldi goodis bol> meblib and unmeblis and |fej disturblen 
Cr stis ordre and contreis [lat |)ei dwellen jnne as monkis and 
chanoun<i wij) her degrees and cjicr possea'iioncris Crist teche]> 
hem to be pore for love )f him 1 ut wilfulh and Jiei crepen 
)nne to be riche bi falsenes c of ijocnsie and J>us ben lordis 
and rewmes [oond to whos '.ttit shuHe nchesse falle and 
5it bofi prelats and lords and ojier folk ben so bljndid Jiat 
Jiei holden up |> s fendis cause and cursen trewe men Jiat letten 
it And it IS oon to d i jius and to mrae Cr stene men for [lei 
holden on Cristis s ie ajens (le fend and his helje for he ha]> 
so bljndid men bi unbileie of Guddis lawe Jiat dedis f>at ben 
ajens it ben holdtn gool and nedeful as twehe lawis ben 
aleggd how God ordejne]) clerics to l)\e and confirmede 
hem bi his Sone and bi liif of hise aposths and ^it men 
seen )iei ben 3cur=iid J)at tra\eilen to kepe jiese lawis But 
as )■« fejnen Jici han prehti and jie hi^este is )ie pope and 
but if men hi\e leve of hem no man shulde take Jies goodis 
aweie And heron ben la\is ordcmed and cursing s \\i])outen 
nombre and !ordii ben und'.rmjned wijf sutiltees of the fend 
and but if God =iend a gretter grace j s here'iie wole not 
be amendid but if some conquest come or j)e laste dai of 
dome 

El many causis move|) the fend to holde jns cause ajens 
ajens Crist for herbi he ha{> foundun pley in clerkis kny,tis 
and m comunes for clerk s herbi ben proude and worldli 
and leve jie offite |jat God hif) Leiun clerkis do to profite 
of his churche Ftr herbi derki-, Len ojer lewid or occupied 
aboute |)e \^orld so [>at prech>nge and techinge ben aweie 
for Jie more part and {>es prelatis above seen fat bi Jie same 
skile ]>ei shulden winte her worldit nchesse as wantide bo); 
Crist and Petir and herfore for to flee {"is eende \ei maken 
meenes in weie b fore And siji averise' dne[) more jies 

' So E; shuldeii, A. = greu, E. ' aiitrice. E. 
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prelatis ben Jms coveitous and wculer lordis h \e for lordship 
is taken fro hem. And )us ]ie pore comuns bien ^ Jie trespas 
of Goddis lawe, but not so nucha ai )ps two ojier for ))« 
bien it more in helle pe fend iraveiltji bi'iih to holde )ns 
nest ajens Crist, and ipocnsie of preestis is ])e beste mene 
Jiat he ha)t; and }>us oflicens of Cnsti'; hou& ben so turned 
in her service, Jiat if^ Peter were now alv\e and saie hot 
preestis weren occupied he wolde seie ])ei weren not prcsCis 
of Crist, but proctours of '^nticr st But for }>e fei d drediji him 
jiat Cristene men shulden knowe [iis wille to ° fordo |) s fendi"; 
faisehede, and turne 'ijen to Cristis lawe and algitis }iat 
Cristis preestis shulden Ijv in po\ertie as he d de he ha]) 
cast anojier weie to preise preiyinge of sich preestis and 
telle ])at it is more wor|j Jian al ])e krdship of j>is world bo()e 
to lordis and to her eldni and specialy at mjdnjjt a? |iese 
religiouse preien. But here men speken a5en )e lend and 
seien he blyndiji here but foolis for men wiien |iat God love]> 
more just liif |)an siche preier and it is ■* fendis fohe to chiunge 
office of Cristis servawnts Crist haf orde}ned hise preestis 
bo}>e to teche and preche hisc go jel and not for to preie 
fius, and to be hid in sich closettis and JiU'i a hif of oo ju'it 
man, J)at held wel Goddis hwe were worthi man) such preiersis 
as now ben procurid folilj And if ))e fend ^legge ])e Psalm 
J>at Davifi* roos at m)dn\jt to coniesae to his God whi 
shulden not we now di so? But here we a\en J)e fendis 
clerk, si}> Crist dwellide at nyjt m his preier, and in ])e dai 
tau3te ]ie peple, and dide hise workes privyly for to flee ypocrisie, 
why shulden not preestis now do |)us f and sij> ])e same Psalm 
seiji, Lord how Y have loved ^\ lawe , al Jie dai it is my ^\i% 
whi shulde we not holde jHs more? si]) it is moche betere jian to 
rise at mydnyjt. And if Baal preest feynen [lat |>anne God mai 
here wele, and )ianne lordis of ])e worldlyven in lustes in hers 
bedde, and good it is jiat God be sued ech hour of sum men; 
wite jiei wele )iat God lokiji betere to goode dedis {lan to sich 
preierjs. But ne|>eles devoute men Jiat be disposed to preie 
t>anne, God forbede fat ("ei shulden be lettid; but make we 
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no general reule to undisjc-e men on ]>e dai whanne ^e'l 
shulden do workes of lijt \\el I wool ]>at ])eve& usen to 
worche on mjt anl slepe on )ie d^i and so usen Jiese neue 
^e\es Jiat comen in abo\ fie dore for Cnst koude have taujt 
Jiii) preier if it 1 adde more pic id him as he konde hav 
tanjte to preie and lefte to preche his go&pel to men And 
si]) s ch reh^ ouse miun not preie Gnd for hem ilf to come 
to hivcne for ]>ei shulen be damj ned h v- mtche wole God 
here sich fendjs preier for o)ier men I H wever ]». fend sei|f 
here !« office ^zt Cr st ha} ordejned of hise servantis in 
his hous IS l»e beste of alle o[)er. 



pE Gospel on feeste of many Martris. 
[SERMON LXIX.] 

Cum audieritis proeb'a.—'Lcc. xxi. [9.] 
pis gospel tellijj to Cristis martris, what peril shal falle 
on his house bo}> bifore and afdr here, er' ]ie dai of dome 
come. And ])Us shulden martris be confortid bi wjtt and 
ordenance of Crist, and suffre wiji good wille, ri5t as \iis 
Lord ha]? ordeyned; for certis he ordeyne]> for (« beste, to 
his worship and to his Churche. 

First spekiji Crist to hise disciplis; and hiAAi]> hem, /a/ 
J>ei shulden not be adred, whanne fiei shulden here batels and 
contekes wtj> men^ ; for pes pingis molen nedis be, hut yl is 
not anoon ende. And fianne Crist seide to hem of sevene 
perils |>at shulden come, pe first peril of Jiese sevene is, 
fat 00 folk shulden rise ayns anojier, as Cristene men fijten 
wiji Sarasynes, and 00 secte wi|i anojier; and j)us bojie 
eldir men and 50nger hatiden divisioun in )« peple, for suche 
divisioun is cause of bateilis and strives among men; ne 
it is not 00 peple, but for oonhede of lord and lawes. 
And Jius alle Cristene men shulden holde of Crist and his 
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lawe, and obeisshe to hise bailies, in as myche as Crist bi 
obeishe to hem. 

The secounde harm liat shal come to Cristis Cbirche for 
synne of men, is, fiai oo rewme shal rise ayns anojier 
wantinge of charite, and cause hereof shall be defaute of 
keping of Cristis ordenaunce. For Crist ordeynede his 
Chirche to stonde in sich an evene mesure, [lat ech part 
shulde profile to of«r, and noon reverse oj^r in liif; as 
partis of mannis bodi ^t is hoole fijten not togidir, but 
ra))er oon helpijf anoJier, and kepif> it fro many harmis. 
And jius partyng of lordships among preestis must nedis 
make fijtinge : and so sectis |)at soutren jie peple ojier weie 
}ian Crist ordeynede, as {«se newe religionse, moten dislurble 
heljie of rewmes. 

pe Jiridde peril ]>at Crist teUiJ> here, is grek erpe-imes^ 
bi places ; for as j)e er])-denes, as clerkis seien, come)) of 
wyndis closid wijiinne |»e er}>e, so wyndis closid in proude 
preestis, and o|fer men of jie world, ben figurid by erf«- 
dene. And Jiei distrien countreis and citees, for prelatis 
more and lesse here bosten more fan Goddis lawe techij), 
and jiese wyndis be algatis closid wifinne Jie boimdis of Goddis 
lawe, for |iel ben evene as grete as Goddis lawe wole 
suffren hem. And as it wole close hem or ponishen^ hem, 
so it is; and whanne j'ei ben aventid, bi conquest or ojier 
manere, Goddis lawe lymytej) how Jies wyndis shulen passe 
aweie. 

pe fom^fie and jie fif|)e peril, shal be peslilencis and kutt- 
gris, for as distempour of ])e eir shal sle men and unable 
])e erjje, so distempour of wyndis of pride sha! lette preching 
of Cristis word, and jianne comeji pestilence of souie worse 
|ian pestilence of bodi, as hungre of Goddis lawe is worse 
)ian bodili hungre. And si{i hevene worchiji in erjie, after 
)iat er|>e is disposid, Jiere mut come into erjie pestilence and 
hungre. Pestilence shal come of distempour of elementis, 
and of oJ«r medlid bodies J>at ben unkyndeU temprid ; for Jie 
fumes of Jiese blowun wi|) Jw wyndis, and drawim in to man. 
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distemperen his bodi and miken hisc humours ind alle hi e 
ijmes to wante her k\ndeh tempour and )ms comeji pi-stiknce 
bojie to man and beste And sifi crm and oJ«r fru^tis ben 
nuribhed bj jiis eir and \\s is so distemperid hi causes }iat ben 
bifore <ieid f>e blewmge of lies frmtis mut fade for jiis sime 
cause and so hungre mut come for defiute of ich fruyte 
But Cr st sf ekiji more here of sp ritual \eniaunce fiat is more 
to drede }>an bodh pejnes 

And so Jie sxte and |ie sevenjie perik ))at Crist tell) 
ben f rin^is fro Ai «t ani op r grtle i-n s tnl as I«s 
muten come bi k)nde for \ariance of (>e erjie so mut oo 
s)Tine bifore bringe in anojier sjnne and )ius aha! Goddis 
vennunce^ be varied after fes sjnnes As it ib disterapiur 
]>at erf'el men shal calengen here to be e\ene wi}) Lnst 
and do more |>ingi& ])an ht wcle do —so after siche signes 
moten come to men frejneful won Irs as it is an h douse 
|)ing |>it men ctntranen to Cn t bo)ie m word and m dede, 
and ledinge of o)«r peple seien )jat |)ei moun do wijt !«•) 
as mjche as t>e manhede of Lnst and wiji [iis senden out signes 
to witnesse |fis blasfem^e pese ben more hidous signes |;an 
bodili comjnge fro he\ene But Crist tellij) to hise disciplis 
pal bifwe ilh pes seiene pe fenenleste tnem\ts'^ to CitsI shal 
caste hondts upon hem, and pursue hem, and -jjive hem in to hondis 
of false preestis ; and |>ei shulen putte hem in to feyned holdis, 
and punishe hem many weies, and after \€\ shulen drawe hem 
to kyngis and to justices, jiat ben my^ti in Jiis world. And Jius 
for Crist shulen \t\ be ponished ; and liche to fiis fallijt now by 
ponishing of Anricrist. But Crist sei|) to hise disciplis pat it 
shalfalle in to hem into witnesse, [lat Jiei ben on }ie trewe side, /it/ 
fiei shulen have clere answere, to which alle her adversaries shal 
not moun* aynstonde ; and ])is shal be Goddis loore comynge 
to hem so privyli. And Crist sei|) as he dide bifore how he 
shal 5yve hem alle Jiis wisdom, to }« witt fiat is seid bifore. 

And here men noten comunli how prelatis weren disposid by 
Crist to take of him wisdom, to cunne reule his Churche; and so 
o|>er Cristis bileve faile)), or prelatis be undisposid now to take 
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wisdom of Crist to reule his Churche wel. And sif a prelat mai 
not do, but if he hav keies of Jie Churche, ]>e which ben power 
and science to dispence Goddis tresour, it semeji jiat prelatis 
now failen in bojie \es. For bi mannis traveile J>ei hav not 
passing]! geten jiis witt, sij) ])ei hav ben occupied in |>e world, and 
ben simple of lettrure of Cristis lawe, and of inspiringe bi 
Goddis grace. It semej) jiat siche prelatis ben ful fer to take of 
God suche li^tnynge of Goddis cunnynge, fer [lei ben f«I of 
worldeh witt m worldeli occupacioun, and herbi unclene in }>ou3t, 
to take siche wisdom of God. And dedis of Jies men, wi|) fruytis 
of her hif, shewen Jiat jiei ben not ful cunnynge in wisdom 
ofGoddjs lawe, and so f>ei ben untrewe dispenders of tresour 
}iat ]iei feinen of God. And si)) a wastour of worldeli goodis 
shuMe be blamid of God and man, how myche a wastour of 
betere goodis is more for to blame ; and moche more if a 
prelate fejne bj vpocrisie |fat he haji power and witt, jovun of 
God to reule his Chirche, and doiji al amys ^ in Jiis, and sue]> 
not God ne his lawe. Certis, syche an ypocrite addiji first a 
lesinge and bi his feyned traitorie he ledij) amys Cristis sheep; 
and if wastinge of Goddis goodis be worse, Jiat jie goodis be 
betere, fis is worse wijiouten mesure )«n wastinge of erj>eli 
goodis And ^it men }iat shulden be martris ben so smytun 
wi]) cowardise, [^t Jiei deren not speke a word for rijt bileve in 
t>is matere ; but [lei constreynen men as bestis to bileve a fals- 
hede, |fat ])is prelate ha|> power and witt of God to do ]iu3. And 
whoever denye]) Jiis he cursi)> hem and pursue) hem 

First fiei begvnnen wi|) fis — |)at he is hede of holi Chirche; 
and of )>is |>ei brmgen forf) more ])it God mut comune wi}> him 
his tresour and where God haji ordeyned to hide whefier men 
shal be sa\ed or dampned |)eae jpocntis scien Jiei witen wel 
Jiat )«i ben heed of hooli Chirche and f>anni jiei shulen be 
saif and wite of Goddis prnytees which mm he wole have 
saif and how longe |iis shal be in peine And so he woot^ bi 
Goddis lore whanne ]>e dai if dome sha! be for he mai not for 
'ihame griunte pardon after Jie dai of dome for after f)is dale 
ben but two places in which pardone mai be feyned and in ne- 
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Jier moun suche prelatis pardoun profite to men (lat Jier ben. And 
whanne ]>ei graunten many jKiusynd wynter of such pardone, 
ojier )iei witen, \>&\. ])is tyme sha! be bifore fiis dai, or ellis |)is 
pardoun shal serve of noujt. Sich ben many blasfeme ksingis 
feyned of popis and ojier prelatis; and whoso reversiji hem in 
Crist he mai be martir if he dair; and betir cause of martirdom 
fynde we noon to Goddis servauntis. For as raeynteyning of 
bileve is a cause of martirdome, so mayntenyng of fiing not 
bileve shulde be reversid of Cristen men, for ellis mijte al bileve 
be changid, eeld ' put out, and newe broujt inne. For )iei seien 
j)is is bileve, Jiat fis is heed of holi Chirche, and what ]>ing jiat 
he feyneji is performed of Crist. And more perilous heresie 
was never feyned of J>e fend. 



On dai of many Martris. 
[SERMON LXX.] 

Ailendite afermtnio Pharuaeorum. — Luc. xii. [r.] 
pi8 gospel telli)!, as ojier hav don, how men shulen be 
confortid bi Crist, and stonde in his fei|f to deji, for good Jiat 
shal come Jwrof. Fie y, seij> Crist, /ro pe synne of Pharisees, 
Pat is ypocrisie. For among ojier synnes fiat }ie comuns be 
blyndid bi, l)is is oon of )>e moste ]iat rengnep in prestis, bojie 
among prelatis and al maner religious. For as Crist Iiki|) 
moost in good werk and wilful, so Jie fend. likjj> moost in yvel 
werk and wilful. For as )« first mut nede be good, so l>e 
tojier mut nede be yvel. And so men seien jiat ypocrisie is 
fals feyninge of holynesse, and falli]? whanne evere a man 
feyne]) |>at he ha)i spiritual good of God, and he haji not \\s 
good, but synne for his fa!s feyninge. And al if many 
spiritual goodis ben feyned of ypocritis, ne})eles holynesse 
and witt ben feyned more comunli ; and bi jiese two ben 
folk disseyvcd, in J>ing )>at touchif soulis helfie. And, for Jiis 
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fling mai not be seen, and power of God is feyned to prelatis, 
Jierfore |)is synne is more hid, and more privyly disseyveji ))e 
peple. And so }« fend cast a long tyme to marre men in 
bileve, and bi J)is errour bringe aftir' inne more synnes to 
blynde \& peple. 

And si]) Crist is hoK treujie, and ypocrisie is fals feyning, 
it semej) Jiat j)is ypocrisie is moost synne ajens Crist. And 
so as lordis weren bifore tormentours of [le fend, so (les 
prestis and Pharisees ben tormentours of Anlicrist, and more 
falseli disseyven ))e peple, and more turmenten Cristis ser- 
vantis. And herfore Crist biddi)> fle )iis synne of Pharisees. 
Crist biddi]> aitende his lawe, }>at is, bisili to perceyve it; and 
he biddi]> attende from false prophetes; and f>at lellif) two ])ingis, 
Jiat is, to perceyve Goddis lawe, and flee from falshede feyned 
])crof. For we supposen |fat in Goddis law is al treujie [lat is 
needful, and if ])is feyned fiing of ypocritis were nedeful to 
Cristene men, he wolde telle )iat, as he doi)> ojier, but now he 
leve|) |)at ypocritis seien. And, for ypocritis ben cautellous for 
to take men in wordis, jierfore Crist biddi)i flee hem, and calliji 
her synne sour dowj'; and rijt as sour dowj shendi|) ])e dowj 
})at it to longe dwellifi wif), so synne of jiese Pharisees shendiji 
men ])at consenten to it. And wisdom of water |>at is feyned, 
stablid to hem bi longe tyme, conferrae]) f-is synne to men, and 
malte|) hem bileve amys"; and herfore biddiji Poul to clense 
out [lis old synne jiat J)ei be new springinge of flour, as )jei ben 
clene in (le newe lawe. Crist ordeynede in his law alle hise 
children to be free, and flee rites' of Pharisees Jiat cumbren J)e 
folk before. Loke we j>at ])is be not knodyn' wijj us, but holde 
we us in ];e whete flour, Jiat taujte us fuUi Goddis lawe, and Jie 
weie to come to hevene. Cunne we wel Goddis lawe, and loke 
wher Fariseis grounden hem in it ; and if Jwi done not, flee we 
her sentence as heresie or fendis glewe*. And, for we shulden 
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examyne it bi ])e flour of Goddis !awe, |)erfore Crist biddi}) flee 
fro it whanne we witen }at it is ungroundid. And so men hav 
taujt comunli ]>at men shulden not holde al gold |)at shynej) as 
gold, for many {lingis ben fourbosHd fu! falseli. And so, but 
if Goddis lawe telle a fei>, trowe it not, but fie it as falshede, 
and dispise {-e techeris of it. And on ]fis wise speki) Crist to 
fle ]ris sjnne of Pharises, for it is not ynowj men to be spoiled 
Jtus of her goodis ; but worse it is to be spoilid of bileve and 
o}>er vertues. And if {"is synne be now hid .in soulis of ypo- 
critis, ne|>eles it shal be knowun at t>e laste jugement of Crist; 
for he seiji, pal now^ is hilid pat m ii shal be shewid ]>anne, 
and noping is privy now pat ne it shal be knowun Jtanne, AUe 
false castis and her ententis, shulen be knowun ]>anne to [le 
world; and so rijt trujiis of Cristis disciplis shulen be seid 
Jtanne in lijt, al if ]«! doren not seien hem now opinli unto ^t 
world. 

And for sich cowardise in synne, J)at many servantis speken 
in drede, Crist seiji to his disciplis, pal what Pel hav seid 
in derknessis shal he seid panne in H^, and pat pel rowned'^ 
in erre^ in heddis, shal be prechid upon housis. And ])us, as 
Crist haji seid bifore, he hirtiji' and confortiji hise frendis, to 
be not aferd of pese men pat mai oonli ske her bodt, and hav no 
more lo ponishe hem, neifer in bodi ne in soule. For deed bodi 
feeliji noo soore, and }« soule goi}) whidir is Goddis wille ; for 
enemyes moun not cacche Jie soule and ponishe it, as |ie bodi. 
And f>us seiJi Crist, }»at he shal shewe hem what lord pei shulen 
drede. Drede Pe Lord of bodi and soule, pat after he hap slawe ' 
Pk bodi, hap power to sende bope pe bodi and pe soule in to helle. 
So, seiji Crist, Y seie to y>u, drede y pis Lord pal hap pis powtr. 
Ne ben not fyve sparewts sold for a weijte of two ferpingis ; and 
oon of hem so lytil of priis is nol' for^eten lo fore yure" Fadir? 
Moche more God wole |ienke upon hise owne childre here, f>at 
tellen opynli his treujie, and susteynen his lawe to men. And 
for surete of |>is fei)), Crist sei)), as he seide bifore, ftat pe heeris 
of ymre heed alle ben noumbrid unto God; and ])erfore Crist 
biddif) hem not drede, for pel ben betere pan many sparewis. 
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And pus I seie lo you, seiji Crist, Jial ech man pat confessip me 
bifore mm, 5he, if lie die, / skal cmfesse him hifore Goddis 
aungdis, liow he was trewe servant to God. 

And here men douten comunii of faileve of Cristene men; 
it seme)) J)at jie pope mai ordeyne lawe even wi]> Goddis lawe, 
%\\ he ponishiji more for his lawe, fan he porashi]; for Goddis 
lawe, and ojier he doe]) wrong' in fis, or his lawe is betere ])an 
\t firste. But who dar seie J>at he doiji wrong in such ponish- 
inge for lawis f Also }ie pope mai ordeyne sum lawe, as done 
Princis of Jiisworlde; but whi mai he not make as many as 
him liki|> to profile lo Jie Chirche ?— what ert ])ou jiat setlist 
a mark )iat he mai make f>ese, and no moo f For bi ))js same 
skill he was longe si))en at his mesure, and Jius shulden ' him 
faile power now to renle Jie Chirche bi his lawe. Also, ellis 
we diden amys in singinge, and in service seiynge, and so in 
al liat we doen, sif' we taken |)is of [le pope; and |>us in lower 
prelat moten we graunten siche power, for ellis failide obe- 
dience, and alle )ies ordris [lat ben newe. Here men seien Jiat 
popis and bishopis and ojier men mai make lawis, so |iat fiei 
acorden wif) Goddis lawe, and sumwise ben in Goddis lawe, 
for jius fiei techen Goddis lawe more opinli Jian it was taujt 
bifore. But, for bojie erronr and pride suen ofte tymes to jiis 
dede, J>erfore seintis after Crist helden hem paied on Cristis 
lawis ; for if jiei weren executid, {lei weren sufficient and ynowj. 
Eut newe turnyng of Anticrist to newe office in \& Chirche, 
mut nede bringe in newe lawis, and putte Cristis lawe abak ; 
and f)us sei(j \^ Psalm of Anticrist, j)at God shal putte a maker 
of lawe, and reule hem after her coveitise biside ])e lawe jiat 
Crist haj) ordeyned. 

And j)is mai ben opynU seen in benefices departid to 
men, and newe ordris Jiat now ben maad, to greet chargis of 
Cristis Chirche. But folk shulde knowe Jiat J>ei ben men, 
and holden hem paied of Cristis boundis; for if \€v ben 
reulid by resoun, Cristis lawe is best, and ynow3, and ojier 
lawis men shulden not take, but as braunchis of Goddis lawe. 
And herfore biddi)> bileve to men, ne))er adde to, ne draw fro; 
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and if >ei done, God cursi|> hem, and in liis cursing hav many 
men ben depid bi long tyme. And )>us is ordenanc* of Crist 
put abak, and newe brou^t inne. Ne it fallili not to us to 
justifie lies newe officis, ne to defende }iat jiei ben leueful, alle 
f>e dedis >at prelatis done; for it is ynowj to us to cunne and 
declare Goddis lawcj and shewe J>at it were ynowj, if ojier 
lawis weren aweie ; and so amende by Goddis lawe ])e ordris 
|>at weren maad by Crist, and not for synne of |)es ordris to 
bringe in newe ordris to hem. For alle nioten lyve on jie 
peple ' ; and ^& secounde ben f« worse, s{\ betere were bi 
Cristis lawe to amende men of his ordre, Jian to putte more 
unstable ordris, and algatis worse to |)e Chirche. But litil 
errour bring!]) inne more, and at |)e laste goi[' a! doun; and 
herfore boundis of Cristis ordenaunce shulde be holde of alle 
men. And it falli)t not to us to assoile ))ese fresshe resouns, 
}jat |fus J>e Chirche doi|i amys in many l)ingis )tal it defendiji. 



In Dai of many Maktris. 

[SERMON LXXI.] 

Sedenlejesu super moniem Olyveti. — Matthew sxiv, [3.] 

In (lis gospel telli]t Crist how hise raembris shulen be pur- 
sued, and what perils )iei shal be inne for holdinge wij) him 
and his lawe. pe gospel tellij) first, kow Jestts sal mtpt Mounls 

<• aiUniolenlyveoB^epepU?[1Wre tender and tolerant genius of the 
was a growing feeling in England laige-minded poet. In the prologue 
towards the end of the fourteenth to her tale, the Wife of Bath, after 
century, that the monastic and men- saying that England was once ' ful- 
dicaiil fraternities weie becoming so filled of faerie,' adds,— 
numerous as to form a serions bur- 
den on the industty of the country. 
Besides direct statements to that 
effect, such as the passage in the 
text, and others that might be ga- 
thered from the Fision of Piers Plow- 
man, there is an exquisite piece of 
irony in Chaucer's Canterbury Talis, 
which really says the same thing, 
though in such forms as became the 
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/ Oljnefe and he \m)> hi=ie disciplis spaken of |fe makinge ol 
j)c temple and how il )>is shulde be distned and how ]« dai 
of dome si ulde comt and of many jimgis I>at shulden be as 
jie gospel telliji hifori. 

And ])us tellij> ]iis gospel hyw Crislis disctphs comer? 
prt \h and ixiden htm of fese )>mgis and what time Jiei 
shulden falle ind h wkal signes men shuHm wile pit Crist 
skuldi come to pe jugemmi For bj Jus m)5ten Jiej knowe 
uharme Pis w rid shtdh be eendii But Jesns answeride and 
se de to hem Jtingis J>at weren betere for hem to cunne and 
bi }ii3 answere mnun we se how curiousle of science or un 
skilful coveiti&i, of cunningt is to dampne For ri;t as 
coveitise of man is }iel sett for er]?eli gtodis so coveitHC 
of cimn)nge ))at profiti)i not to come to bhsse For man mai 
disuse cunntnge to his harm as Poul sei|i but if men coieiten 
to I lese God and profite m chante And in &ut.l e comuoe 
desins mai not i man sinne but as comun ])ing is oite soje 
wl anne (le smguler is fals so it falliji ofte tvmc of comun witt 
and comune wille And ])us techi]> Lnst here men to knowe 
treu)« for her profit 

And fiis is 1 comun ^^wa^ among men now on Ijve 
for )>ei tellen more pris bi hwe civile cr canoun to cunne 
hem or ojier jappis' }>an to cunne Goddis laue and for 
sch ivrong cunnjng come}) hann to manj men And 
many preiat s for coveitise setten her wiUe on sich cunn) ng 
for }>ei ben out of bileve and co^eiten more wcrldli muk |)an 
Goddis wor&hip or he\enh bliss And Jiis is a gre\ous sinne 
bfje among prelaws ajid comuns for Jiis s)nne niaki}) hem 
rudi, and unil le to Goddis Uwe and unable in wiUe and 
minerts to Ijve wel as Godd^ biddij) And herfore seien sum 
men |)at )« pope and his lawe ben cursid for sum part for 
|ici loien not Cristis lawe but a^aunaen and lovi.n men Jut 
holde wiji his rotun lawe For as men loven Jesus Crist so 
shulden men Io\e his lawe But Poul seij) If onj man lo\e 
not Crist, cursid be he ; and Jiis cursinge is more Jian any ofier 
prelatis cursinge. And for Jiis cursing seien sum men ))at 

■ japh, E. = God. E. 
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jie pope is more ypocrite, for he makij' him Cristis felowe, and 
seijj he iff ' moost holi fadir.' But Crist wole |)at jiis fole wite 
not whej'er he be a fend or not ; and )iis is moost ypocrisie, 
and moost ajens skile. For what cause shulde meve jie pope 
to make him clepid moost blessid fadir, si)j nejier tru|;e ne leve 
of God move)! Jiat he is oujt blessid? But to morewe, whanne 
he is deed, ceessijj ))is ypocritis name, for he hirifi his name, 
and ]je hire goe|) wij) his de|> ; nejieles, if he were blessid, he 
shulde be more blessid after his deji. Alle ]ie ypocritis in 
Cristis tyrae dursten not speke so greet blasfemye, and of (lis 
ypocrisie ben many ojier falshedis coloured, 
a'^ihe -^"1 Crist sdp to ktss disciplis, J>ai pet skulden lokefiat noon dis- 
f^'<!tL' ceyveden hem; and special! in bileve for f>is knowing is more 
tiieraichi.. nedeful, and )>is peril shulde be beter fled for jje word jiat Crist 

seij) aftir ; Many shulen come in my name, and seie ]>at, I am Crist, 
fnr y shulen heere baiek and n^myons of hotels. For now in 
tyme of oure popis ben many opynyouns of batels, si)) ech lond 
haj) opynjoun to fi;t for his pope; and pseudo clerkes 
and freris seien \iX preestis shulden fijten sounest. And 
sich disseit was not herd si)> ))e tyme })at Crist was tmrn, and 
certeinli it ha)i ben gaderid of eelde synne of many popis. 
Crist is a comune name to preestis ))at ben anointid of God, 
but Crist takun by himsilf bitokene)) oon passinge o))er, as 
)>e pope passi)) o)>ere preestis, bo)ie in witt and power, and 
algatis in holynesse, as he maki)> men to seie. But Crist sei)i 
pat such Cristis shulen disseyven many men ; and no prophecie 
is so)>er, ne more to note of trewe men, sif ]>is disseit of Anti- 
crist is moost perilous of ojier. 

But Crist confortip htse disHplis, and biddi)> hem loke pat 
pei be not trotibiid ; for pese ping moten be, but not yt is 
pe eende. For of );is rote of striif, shal folk fi3te ajens 
folk, as Sarasynis ajens Latyns, (lat clepen hem Cristene 
men ; and rewme shal fi^te ayns rewme, as we seen now 
at i3e. And pride of ))ia cursid rote is cause of )>is (ijtinge, 
for if ))e empire were hool, and lordshipes of ojier rewmes, 
so (lat ))ei weren not cursidli partid among clerkes, — ))anne 
wolde God move seculers to lyve in pees, as he haji bedun 
hem. But sij> God sei]i in his lawe, ))at hise preestis shulden 
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not be lordis, ])e pope and hise holden Jiis lordship ajens Jie 
law and wille of God, and more opinli mj'jfe no fend ajen- 
tonde God and his ordenance. But Joob axiji, who ever ajen- 
stood God, and hadde pees in him silf? And of )ies harmes 
comen aflir pestilencis and hungris, as it is seid, and alle pes 
bigynyngis of sorewis, Jtat shal be bojie here and in helle. panite 
shidm pei put ^ou to turmenle, and o]>ex jiat wolen stonde wijj 
trujie. And after pd shuhn ski ^iiu. and y shulen be in hale 
to alle folk for my name. And herfore haj) Jie fend ordeyned 
to sende currours of hise lesingis to diverse lewmes and men, 
and move hem by hise tijtingis ; and ]>ns ben rcwmes troublid, 
and men sclaundrid and disseyved. And herfore sei^ Crist, 
pat panne many shulen be sclaundrid, and skat bitraie hem 
iogidir; and oon shal hate anoper, and many pseudo prifetts 
shulen rise and shulen disceyve manye. And jiis semejt to 
many men to be seid of false freris. And, for wickedmsse 
shal be plmtemus bojie bifore and )>anne, Pe charite of many 
men shal panne wexe cold; but he pat lastip lo Pe eende shal 
be saif bi God. 

And here it semef to many men, ])at Crist spak of jiis 
tyme, in which jies two popis fi3ten Jjus togidir ; for 
Cri&t is al witti, and love)i we) his Chirche, and tel]i|f 
Apocalips of many Icsse perils, whi shulde lie not tell of 
Jiis Jiat is BO perilous? And clcrkis hav a rule, [tat a word 
seid bi himsilf shulde be understonden for Jie more famous. 
Wei Y woot Jtat many preestis hav comen in Cristis name, and 
ecb seide fat, I am Crist, but noon ojjer as |>e pope ; and her- 
fore sei(> Crist in {« same chapiter, Jiat Jiere shal be Jianne greet 
tribulacioun, what maner was never fro }ie begynynge of |ie 
world to now, and shal not be after. For bodili turment is 
now ful greet, whanne oo pope sendijj bishopis and many men 
to sle many men, wymen, and children, and for Jie tojier pope 
comen many ajens hem ; and cause of jiis fi3tinge is a fendis 
cause, for no man of erjie woot whejier of (>es popis be a fend 
to be dampnyd in helle, or ellis )iei bo)ie. And bileve techi)) 
us Jiat Crist reprovide Petir, for he wolde save his liif, jiat was 
beter )ian jies bojie, and made him put up his swerd, and 
suffride pacienlli, whanne he mi3te wi|> a word have vencusid 
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hem a!le \nd Crist techi)) bi ■«ord ])e maner of a good herde, 
how he puttifi hi'! owne !uf for his ';heep ; and so of bileve he 
IS Anticri'^l (lat putti]) man) Jjousjnd Ijies for his owne foule 
luf And however Anticrist speke here, it is opynii Cristis 
liwe ji^t men ahuldtn not fi^te |>\is ne for sicli a cause ; for jif 
]je pope shal be dampned, as God woot whej)er |>ei boJ> shal, 
))anne men fi^ten for f Jshede m cause of a fend ; and sich 
a cause was never herd so opjnli ajens treuf";. 

But gretter tribulacioun is in dampnynge of soulis, which ben 
in false bileve of f>es ypocritis ; for bojie sitten in Goddis temple 
and seien }iei ben Cristis vikeris and hav more power )ian even 
Crist hadde. For Crist had no power to graunte sich asoiling, 
and lyve on siche maner, as ])es popis done. And so in many 
pointis )>es popis feynen falseli f>at ]iei passen in power oure 
Lord Jesus Crist, But Crist biddij) his children to trowe not 
here nejier |>e fer()er ne )ie nerrer, but reste in oolde bileve. 
And not oonli where men fijten is \i\s persecucion, but in fer 
cuntreis bitwise contrarie parties. And so, if men tellen Goddis 
lawe opinli in jiis matter, how men shulden not fijte (lus, but 
resle in old bileve, Jie fend ha)j many proctours to pursue siche 
men ; and so, s\\ consente is evene wi)i }>e dede, Jie more -part 
of men is partener in )>is dede. Many ojiere wordis sei|> Crist in 
])is chapitre which mai be applied to ]iis fribulacion ; but oo 
word of confort telli|; Crist here, jiat ]>e dales shal be abreggid 
of Jiis fel pursuynge, for men |jat ben chosen unto blisse of 
hevene. 0|jer men f)at have tyme to expowne |)is chapitle^ 
and ben taujte of God, and meved for to telle it, and speciali 
jif )iei seen Jie dede acorde wiji }ie speche, mai telle more of 
Cristis wordis here. But holde we us in bileve, of which we 
ben certein. 

' capitle, E. 
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PE Gospel of many Martris. 



[SERMON LXXII.] 

IW/ile arhlrari. — Matt. x. [34.] 
pis gospel techi() men how >ei shal ri^tfuUi love God, and 
maki|i martirs hardi to auffre for Cristis sake. And, for many 
ben cowardis to suffre in Cristis cause, and seien )iat it is 
wisdom to lyve here m pees, and entermete not' of jiingis )iat 
wolen greve men, jicrfore biddi}i Crist his children not lo juge 
pat he mm to sends sui pees here in erpe. He cam not to sende 
sick pees but swerd pis swerd semeji to many men not material 
swerd, or bodih fijtmge, (lat Crist techi]) here, but wise wordis 
bojie of repreef and pacience, and suffringe for trujie, jif 
deeji falie ; for comunlj in holy writt is swerd clepid word. 
And |)is is a swerd sharpe on bojie sidis, bojie to kerve awey 
synne, and to nurishe virtues, for sich a swerd of wordis kerve]) 
and departifi, and so plantiji love, and puttiji out cowardise. 
And for witt of Jiis gospel shulden men first undirstonde, [lat 
bo)j pees and discord is on two maneres. First is veri pees 
bitwixe God and man ; Jie secounde is acord bitwixe man and 
his enemye. As, if |)e fend and jii fleish and |)e world acorde 
togidir, sich acord is clepid pees, al jif it be a3ens God; and 
])us on two maneres is taken striif or discord, pis secounde is 
clepid pees, likyng to |>e fleish, and ^it it is to a man venymous 
discord. And of Jiis pees speki)> Crist, Jiat he cam not to sende 
it, but discord and fitting ajens sich pees. And fius seij) Crist 
pat he cam to parte a man aytis his fadir. For he techi|> how 
a soule shulde more love God {"an oujte ellis; and so love Jtat 
man shulde hav to God shulde passe love and lawe of kinde, 
for al siche kyndeli Jove shulde serve to )ie love of God. And 
so Crist cam to parte Pe doubter ayns her modir; and }fat he 
doi|> whanne fleishli wille holdifi wiji God ajens ])e fleish, as 
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•at taken woridli fode ever in resoun, to serve God, and not 
to lustli fede ^e fieish, for iikyng Jiat is Jierinne. pe Jiridde 
tyme Eei|> Crist, Ae cam to departs J/e housebondis hrofier ayens 
his wyves sister; and \sX is done whan love of manhede of 
Crist putti)> awei fleishli workis. And }ius not oonli fleishli 
fadir but goostli fadir shulde be left, whanne }>ei ben ajens God, 
for Jiat love shulde be kyng. 5he, jif H pope or J>i bishop or 
|)i persoun bidde {>ee do |>at God biddi[i }iee not do, leve hem 
[lanne and hoHe wiji God And we mai not seie to j'es, ^a.t 
])ei mai not erre ne be ijens mii n s soule, si)) ])ei ben put to 
reule it — certis so ben many |imgis put bi kynde to helpe 
and reule and jit y\el custom of manmi enemy mai turne hem 
to anoie }« soule mui.h more fes f)ree fadris" jiat ben more 
strange fro' man \nd |>uis eiji Crist fiat mannis enemyes ben 
his owne homely Jor more enemjes ha]) no man )ian is lust 
m sue|> his fleisbt and moche more ]>es jiree fadris, fiat shulden 
helpe man to hele of soule For tch J>mg Jiat letti]) }\s hele, and 
bringif> m siknes of soule la enemy to )ns man, jhe, more fan 
he fat slee]i his bo it 

And to shewe \aX al fns reule sEondiJi in skilful love of 
God, seift Crist moreover pat whoso Imep his fadir or modtr 
more pan Crist he !s not uorpi of hin for he is not worjii 
to have Crist in hevene, bojie God and brojier. And so 
bi reule ]jat Crist 5yvejj here, bojie fleishli fadir and modir 
shulde be lesse loved [lan Crist, and if )>ei stireden ajens Crist 
jiei shulden be left, and dispisid, and moche more |)es o|)er 
fadirs )iat ben more strange to men. As, jif (li pope or fii bishop 
or jii persoun bidde fiee fi3te or ^yve him of )ii goodis ajens Jie 
resoun Jiat Crist haji jovun, dispise hem utterli, and holde Jte 
reule Jiat Crist techijt; and ever flee Jiis heresie, ])at Jies fadirs 
mai not erre here. And to |»is witt seij) Crist after, /a/ he pat 
lovep his sone or doubter more pan Crist, is not worpi of him ; 
and J)is is so]) of fleishli children and of workes \a\ ]>e soule 
doij), for summe ben workes of ]>e soule, and summe workes 
of }ie fleishe. And ofte tymes in bofie )ies erriji a man fro j;e 
reule of treufi, as ofte tymes is a mannis soule occupied to 
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lerne and teche worldli lawis ; and God biddiji )>at his law 
shulde be taujt bifore ]wse. And )«s men loven more her 
sones, jian jiei loven Jesus Crist; — for it is oon to love him, 
and in dede to love his lawe; and so whoso love]) better goode 
gobetis, or lusdi' workes j)an he love]) dedis of Crist, he loveji 
more his owne dou5ter |>an he love|> jiis holi abbot. And ];us, 
he brekijj his ordre for defaute of skilful love. 

And, for [lis love is shewid in dede, and speciali in mannis 
suffringe, f'erfore sei)i Crist afterward, )iat he //at takip not his 
crosse, and suep him, is not worpi of him. It is seid ofte t)'mes 
bifore, Jiat jiis cros jiat Crist speki]) of is redynesse of mannis 
wille to suffre for Crisiis sake, bojie to dispise alle erjieli ("ingis 
\%X stretchiji doun to fe erjje, ])at is )>e stok of ]jis crosse, and to 
dispise alle frendshipis boJie of kyn and of ])e worlde,-— and ])es 
ben clepid two armis of ■^is crosse. And )ianne mannis 
love lokij' freeli to hise Jesu above him; and defaute of 
jiis cros bringiji men alle maner of synne. And jiis is cause 
whi men now ben not martirs as \€\ weren wont; for a 
man shulde weie' )iis love, and loke J>at he hadde j'is crosse, 
and suede Crist in wille and dede, redi to suffre for his 
sake : — but what clerk wole not now leeve ]'e treu[>e of 
Goddis Jawe, oujier for love of his fleish, or for love of 
\t world. And cause of ])Is defaute in love is scatering of 
mannis love ; for men loven cloutid ordris, and Jjat lettij) moche 
love of Crist; and sum men loven worldli worschippis, and 
worldly' lordshipis ]>at bringen hem inne; and sum men 
ioven worldli goodis, boJie for worshipis ' of [le world and 
for lustis of her fleish. And sich shenden Cristis ordre. 
And herfore Crist forbede his preestis siche lordshipis, and 
siche goodis, for he woolde {lat her love were hooli gaderid 
in him. And ech man, bo]; knyjt and clerk, shulde be 
bisi to kepe Jiis lawe, and make ojier to kepen it; or ellis 
Jiei loven not Jesus Crist. And what man jiat haji jiis cros, 
and see]) Cristis lawe reversid, shulde putte him forjt for love 
of Crist, and fijte wi]i swerd of wise wordis, and telle to men, 
as Joon Baptist, }>at it is not leveful to lyve Jius ? And si]f ech 

* So E; A om. aorscbippii aiidimrldly. 
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m-in '■hul le fi,te ) i s m > 1 im >at lo )> i,ens Godd s law e s Lh 
a synner wylde ])enke anoon Jiat he moste do oon of [les two 
or to lie siLhe a min |>at meveji Jius ajens his wiUe or ellis to 
amendeii h & Iv f as it if, taujt b Cr &ti& h ve And Jms shul len 
'ium men ben martris ind sum mennis Kf be imendid But 
charite of manye is woxen c<"ld ind jiit maki]> Jie Chirche 
barejne for lit! fni)t growif in wjnter for coldnesse )'at is 
(■amie 

And fms sei)t Cr t afterward [lat ^ ho pal hip found n 
his hi/^hil lese tl atd he pit lesep his hf fo> me shal after 
warde f)nde it in bli pis sentence se )» Cri t ofte to mcve 
hise mirtiris to sue him for no man m)jte lerne here better 
chafiare or merchant se For le e )i lif here for Gol in jie 
lyme Jat is now present and j)OU shalt trowe to Ijnde \y hf 
aftirward n bl se of hevene Aid bleve met groun len ]jis 
dede for as Poul seiji li fis wrou^ten mirtiris And )us 
fiilen now in men fe \ hope and charile An I for men 
shulden not for'^ake to hclden f. s ri.ule )iat Crist jeveji here for 
drede of worldli sostmanue )>at |>e world shulde faile hem 
herfore seijt Criit to hi^ie disciphs Pit who eiir tesseyoep hem 
resseyiep him and h s Ftdir pat hap sent him and uho resseyvep 
a prcfhete tn pe nanu, of a profde shal ressejv mede of a profete 
And so it IS of ojier vertues. And he pat resseyvep a just man, 
in pie name of pe first jus/e man, he shal take mede of pis juste man; 
and who ever yve oo of pe lesle of pes in name of disciple of Crist, 
3^, a drau^t of cold water, sofieli Crist seip to us, pat he shal not 
lese his mede. And fis vertue of Cristis wordis shulde meve 
men to helpe goode preestis, and to ^yve hem of worldeli 
))ingis, to done her office j)at Crist biddili; for Crist mai not 
faile in wordis ne in dedis ['at he ha[j ordeyned. For ou|>er 
defaute is in jie prestis, or her peyne is profitable ; as sum 
maken a newe reule to charge jie pepie in noumbre and 
spensis. And jies men moten nedis faile' in peyne of her 
former synne ; and jms cam in begginge and lying and failing 
of trewe precliing. And to Jies men shulden noon 5yve goodis 
in name of Crist, as he biddiji here, for )iei reversen Crist as his 
enemyes, and traveilen not in name of him. 



,y Google 



SERMONS. 



I^E Gospel of many Maktris. 

[SERMON LXXI II.] 

Egressus Jesus de Templo. — Matt. xxiv. [i.] 
pi9 gospel tellij), as ojier bifore, how men shulden lyve in 
]>is world, and sufFre persecucioun [lat mut nedis falle here, 
pe slory tellif), /ij;/ej« wmte out of pe temple, and his diseiplis 
camen after him, to shewe him pe makyng of pe temple ; for it 
was fallinge to his wordis |)at he hadde seid bifore to jie peple, 
to wite, what Crist felide of [lis makjng of )ie temple. Bui Crist 
answeride and seid to hem; Se y ailepes. Sopeli, Y seie to y>u 
pat here shal ml be a stoon lefte upon anoPer undistryed. And 
jiis ])ing was fulfillid, wijiinne fifty jeer after, for |)e secunde 
and forty yeer after )tat Crist was steied to hevene cam hvo 
princis of Rome, Titus and Vaspasian, and ensegiden fe citee, 
whan it was ful of men at )ie feste of Paske, as Crist tolde bifore 
bi Luke And jiis oost envyroanede Jiis citee on ech side, 
and lettide J« peple to go out, and slewe )ie folk, and at )ie 
Uste toke J)t. cite and |>anne was Jie temple distroied, and 
al \ti citee was tumid, so f>at J>e mount of Calvarie was sette 
fer ttij-inne (« citee whan it was bifore wijiouten. And so 
wis not a stoon left upon another undistroied, for all ]>e citee 
and |)e temple weren mrned to make newe citee. And bi |^s 
wordia men taken })at Crist tolde litil by \& temple, or ony siche 
worket) of crafle |;at passen \& state of innocence; for clene 
!iif wijjouten siche is beter to Crist [lan siche churchis. Alle 
siche profiten not but in as moche as jiei helpen }ie peple to heere 
Goddis word and bctere Jiere to preie God; and )iis is comunli 
belere don in Jie eire under hevene, but ofte tyme, in reyny 
wedir chirchii don good on halidai. And |>us curiouste of 
foolis IS ungroundid by Goddis lawe. And whanne Crist sat on 
pe kill of Olyvele, pe disciplis comen and axiden Crist, io telle hem 
whanne pis skulde be,andwhanne shulden he pe date of dome. But 
Crist tolde hem of sounere perils, fat was befere hem to knowe, 
and lefte ))is t>ing hid to hem, as it is told bifore. 
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And so men seien })at jiree Jiingis wole God have hid Lo 
men. God wole Jiat tyme of de|) be comunli unknowun to 
men, and whaniic Jie daie of dome shal be. For men shulden 
over more wake, and kepe hem from peril of sjnne, siji )iei 
witen never whanne God hall come ; so )iat whanne he come 
he fynde hem redi to take |>e jugement of God. For ser- 
vauntis shtilden biden )« Lord, and not Jie Lord abide hise 
servauntis ; but whanne ful tyme is comen to God, |>anne falliji 
him to make amende. And siJi God wole jiat his tyme be hid, 
[lei synnen gretli jiat traveilen here to knowe j)is tyme, and 
levcn ojier Jiing: Jiat God wole )iat men knowen and done; and 
)ius, as it is seid bifore, popis ben gretli to blame jiat menen 
Jiat jiei shulden knowe jiis dai, bi fool ' graunting ]iat jiei 
graunten ' pe jiridde jilng jiat God wole have hid to men is 
pn\j te of his ordenance, whejicr God have ordeyned to save j«s 
men, or ellis to dampne hem for her synne. And cause of jiis is 
as bifore, for men shulden ever be redi to God, and ever serve 
jiis Lord m drede, lest he dampne men at Jie laste. And jius 
miny men synnen m God ajens his firste comandement, }>at 
wolen not rise out of her synne, but dwelle jierinne, and chese ^ 
a tyme ; for Crist seiji to false men |>at he is Lord, 5he of tyme. 

And Jius seiji On&t^ Pat of fiat daie no man knoweJ> inj>is liif, 
hut aloofil! pe Fadir of Hevme ', and two ojier persones of ]ie 
Fadir; for Jiing proprid to jie Godhede is jius aproprid to Jie 
Fadir. And herbi it is not denyed to jie two Persones aftir. 
But jif it acorde to pe Fadir, in as moche as He is God, it mut 
nedis acorde to jie Sone, and also to jie Hooli Goost, sifi [lei 
ben jie same God. But it falllji not Jius to aungels, ne to ony 
ojier creature, for in j;at jiat jiei ben, jiei ben divers from her 
God. And >us, whan Jie Fadir haji ony jiing in jiat Jiat he is God, 
Jie Sone and [>e Holi Goost hav comunli jiis same Jiing, siJi it 
is comune and propre to hem for to be Jie same God. . And 

' faale, E, ' cje«n hem, E. = So E ; no italics in A. 



• No indulgence could conceivably 
be of any avail, except in the inter- 
val between death and the day of 
judgment; the writer means there- 
fore, that Jjy granting indulgences 
for specified terms of years, llie 



popes did in effect assert the pos- 
session of a knowledge respecting 
the time of the day of judgment 
which Scripture expressly denies to 
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|jua |je fteneral undirstonding of |>e laste dai of dome shulde 
be knowe unto men, and 'ipecia! knowinge simlde be hid, and 
vthinne and how it shil be And Jierfore Cristen men ben 
apaied m knowing of Goddis lawe, for \a.t is ynow; to hem 
and Jiervfler {>ei sbulden i)ve. And 3ir fei ben idil from |)is 
knowmge, God wole ate ful streite acountis. So jif a lord 
a] wittj as God ?af a man al ]>at he hadde, in noumbre and 
mesure and m H>-i3te to serve J>is lord after ))es goodis, )>is 
lord wolde seie to jiii berv^nt, }iat aside more Jian were 3now5 : 
Servant, holdist [jou me -i fool f how usist jiou j^at fiat jiou hast ? 
ne hi\e V not io\e ^e inow; of cunynge nedefiil to )>ee? And 
moche cuninge hast )h)ii hid, and puttist it not in werk ; and 
pou shuldi'-t wite ^nX |)ee weie better to worche after )>is ciminge 
fian for to hi\e newe cunmnge, and |>us to be idil wjji })is- 
God is |>is lord |)at mesurijj man bi cuninge )iat he ^yvt}f 
to him, and wole jiat man worche after j)is cuninge ; and f>us 
shal man occupie him, and not aboute newe cunnynge, and 
leve )>e work Jiat he shulde do. And |)us synnede ' otire firste 
fadris, bi byheste f>at jie fend hijte hem, Jiat ))ei shulden not 
die to ete J>us, but be as Goddis, knowing good and yvel ; and 
]jus synnef) ech man |;al is slow in Goddis service, for he ieevef> 
to putte in work |)e witt ('at God ha]) ^ovun him, and languishijf 
after a newe cunninge |)at come)) of his idilnesse; and ])is is a sin- 
ful ende, )jat mote nede bring in peyne. And so we synnen com- 
unli here bi [le iirste synne of f>e fend, and ajens J)e witt of God, 
as jif we woJden -be al cunnynge. penke what witt |ioii hast of 
God, in which )iou art now ydil, and putt wiseli ))at witt in 
work, and holde f)ee paied of Goddis grace ; for ellis jjou 
takist ])is grace in veyn, and runnest in dett ajens )ti God. 

And Jiis is a comune synne in prelatis, bo])e more and lasse ; 
for God ha^) jovun hem witt in mesure, how fei shulden profile 
to his Chirche, and f>ei disusen ofte S)is tresour, and languishen 
after witt as fendis ; for j)e presumen and tempten God, and 
graunten pardoun for longe tyme, and J)ei wilen never where 
God haj? ordeyned ))at Jiis pardon mai stonde bi him. And ])us 
if men wolden wel exam)ne dedis ungroimdid in holi writt, |)ei 
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shulden shame of jies dedis, how Jiei ben ajens God. Trowe 
we not, )jat Petre wiste how he shulde spende Goddis tresour, and 
how he shulde after, wif- Goddis goodis, do prolite unto his 
Chirche ? Who dar putt on Pelre |>!S synne, ]>at he was nechgent 
in |)is, ]>at he sparide Goddis tresour, )je which popis profiten 
wiseli now? And ])is shulden alle men, but algatis prelatis, 
overse her astait and her liif, whejier it be acordinge to Goddis 
lawe or after customes of ]»e fend, and contynue )>ing wel don, 
and mende ["at is amys. And siche a rekenyng shulde a man 
make ech dai wijj him silf, for ])is is a comun word jiat many 
seintis have in mou]) ;■ — ^ech tyme Jiat God haji jovun fee, God 
wole axe ful sharpli how J>ou hast dispendid it; wel in his 
service, or amys. And Jiis rekenyng shulde ech man drede, 
but speciali )>es hije preestis ; for her office is more perilous, 
and more medeful jif it be wel. perfore is nede hem to wite 
what dedis Jiat (>ei shulden do, and algatis faile not in her work, 
for peril Jiat wole come Jierof ; si]) synne of hem turneji to harm 
of many sheep f^at )>ei shulden kepe. 

And however fat men feynen her ofiice, it is toold in Cristis 
lawe, how (lei shulden be occupied in J>re officis of sheepherdis. 
pei shulden wiseli lede her sheep in sound pasture of Goddis 
lawe, and fe sheep [lat weren scabbid heelen, and stablen in 
good liif, and algatis putte her liif to save her sheep ajens 
wolves. And fes herdis shulden flee sich tyme, in which Jieeves 
sleen fe sheep, and coveiten more }ie wole of hem, and \a 
donge, wif ofer goodis, fan fei coveiten her soule helfe; for 
fis is a wolvis entent, and jif fei taken fus fe office of herde, 
Jiei ben wolves at fe bigynynge. And so fis tyme is wasted to 
hem, in which fe' t il n f 1 \' ' o f r coveitise of 
richesse or ony ojie f ng ofe fan G dd w hip, or ofer 
fan profile of he h p b f e ul f G dd 1 ve. And fus 
if fei hiden Godd 1 and 1 n h own !a for f is eende, 
fei lesen her tym o f dan pnj g nd h rmyng of her 
sheep. Sich fing huld n fe 1 d f k or fei moten 

nedis reken wif G d s f tym a p on our fat God 

jevef to dispende w 1 And -n h I on n hanne ^e d en 
we hadden le e o ha ad f n al f wo h p or r chease 
hav fallen us in fis world. And fanne ur ju^tme t ihall 
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be hool, and wille a |)ing after fiat it is good. Siche oversi3t 
of oure Ijf, and speciali of hije prelatis, helpi]) j)is Chirche, and 
makiji hem to drede God and serve him', 



Of many Martris. 

[SERMON LX XI v.] 

Dicebat Jesus lurbis^ Judeorum. — Luc. xi. [29.] 

JJis gospel telliji what prelatis shulden do, and whereof J>ei 
shal be reproved. And Jiis wole bringe in martirdom, bof>e 
in o man and in ano|)er. And \v& is told of martirdom Jie 
begynnynge and lie ende. Crisl spake here to prinds of prestis 
and to ];e comuns of Jewis, for in bojie {>es was |>e kynrede which 
slowj lies martirs. per ben two kynredis fiat Crist spekiji ofte 
of, Jie kjnrede of Goddia ch Idren and kvnrede of fendn 
childri.n and at fic bigjnn}nge of jiis \(orld bi^an }ies two 
kynredis pe firstc kynrede of martirs bigan m 1 man at Abel 
]fe secounde k}nrede toke bigvnnjnge at Cajn and Jws two 
kynrtd b shal not fade b fore ]ie dii of dome come pe Kste 
seint [)T,t shal Ijve here shal be of ]>e firste k)nrede and j>e 
laste ])at shal be dampned shal be of jie to)>er k)nrede and 
])es kynredis ben scatirid among manj folke ne |»ei gone not 
bi lyne of blood but bi medling^ bi lynes of kjnde But |>e 
firste kvnrede hidde bigmn^nge bjfore Jjc to|;er for it bigin 
at Adam si)) Adam la saved pe tof>cr be^an at Adames sone 
t'at slowj ])e firste martir But for Adam «as not martir, ]ms 
slayn for Goddis lo\e and martirs ben (le moste and beste j'at 
ben m |>is k^nrcdc jierfore it is mirked to begvnne at Abel 
for jie tojier kmredp wis sum maner cause of ))is for|)er And 
as man> men supposen aboute )n, daie of dome shal )iis firste 
longe !)ve here whanne Jie to|>er shal be aweie, for bi vertue 
of Crist ])at is begjnn^-nge and endinge shal men jukke turne 
to him and leeve Jie fend wi)> hise workef 



E leads Sen medlid. 



' So in E ; A has lurbas. 



' For bi mediing 
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But leve we now ]fis mater, and sue we |!e storie of f)e gospel. 
Crist grette ))is kynrede and seide ; Woo be to y>u pat makenpe 
grants of prophetis, and ymre/adris killiden hem. Cerlis y beren 
witnesse pat ■^e consmten to her workes ; for al jif }>ei killiden hem 
and je maken faire her sepulcris, nejieles je wolen kille Crist, Jiat 
is heed of martiris. And bi J)is polishing, 56 tellen 30ur ipo- 
crisie, bi which je florishen joure synne in killinge of martiris ; 
for, as Crist sei) to |>is kyn, ]<ei demen in t>js to obeishe to God, 
And Caiphas |>at jaf 50U conceil seide, it helpij) o man to die' 
for }ie folk ; but a! if Jiese wordis weren so)), jit ))is ypocrite 
seide hem falseli; and so Jiis kynrede bi her ypocrisie telde 
how ]iei wolden kille Crist. And }tus seiji Crist here ; ^oure 
fadra killiden pes propheiis, and y hilden her sepulcris, as who 
seide, we wolen amende ; but as Crist seif) bi Matheu, )iei [lenken 
j)ei wolen fille fe mesure of Jiat ])at her fadirs bigan, in killinge 
of ]>e heed of prophetis. And herfore telliji Crist to hem, how. 
|ie wisdom of God seide of )jis kyn ; / shal sende to hem p>ro- 
phetis and apostlis, and of pese shal pei lope pursue and kilh. 
pe Jewis killiden not alle )ie apostlis, for Joon was not Jius 
killid, but jiei killiden James, and pursueden ojier in o|>er 
contreis: so pat pe blood of alle prophetis, fro pe begyrmynge of 
pe world, be sou^ of pis kynrede, sif }>is haji done hem alle to 
A^^ifrope blood of juste Abel unto pe blood of Zacharie, which 
pis kynrede killiden, bitwixe pe auler and pe temple. It is no 
nede to trete which was jiis Zacharie^, and which Barachie was 
his'fadir, and whanne fiis martirdom was done; for si)) o per- 
sons ha)) mony names, and Crist takij) sum tyme \t witt of 
))e name, it is noo drede ))at ne Crist seijj soji here, as nedi)) 
us to knowe it. And, for ))ese prestis shulden printe betir 
)>es wordis in her soulis, )>erfore Crist rehersij) to hem, and 
sei[) on ))is maner; ^he, I seie to ^ou, pis blood shal be 
sou^te of pis kynrede. For aljif jiis kynrede hadde two divers 
' ii<tl moH dye, E. 

« ' There has been much dispute is the person to whom our Lord 

who this Zachaiias was. From the alludes ; but there can be little or 

time of OiTgen, who relates that the no doubt that the allusion is to Za- 

father of John the Baptist was killed charias, theson of Jehoiada(2Chron. 

in the temple, many of the Greek mdv. 20, 31).' Smith's Bib. Diet. 

Fathers have maintained that this Ai'tide ■ Zachaiias.' 

WYCUF, 
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partis: — )ie firste slew martins from Abel unto |)is Zacharie, 
{« secundc slou^ martiris fro Zacharie to }« taste; — nellies 
bojie alle jies killeris and martiris {lat ben killid maken two kyn- 
redis, and ech helpeji ojier. For as seintis taken part and helpe 
of oJ)er seintis, so shrewis taken part and harm of her felowis. 
And Crist gretiji hem after, for )io ])at holden hem wiS' 
men, and seij) ; Woo be /o ^ou, wise men of Jie lawe, pat 
token aweie pe heie ofcunnynge, and y entridm not inne; and ofier 
men pai erUriden y have forfendid. And here streyneji ])e pope, 
what [ling is jiis keie; and he wole algatis have |iat it is not 
cunnyng, for often tymes mony o|)er }ian popis han moch more 
cunnyng, and ^it han not pes keies. And herfore he feyne) 
j>at ]jes keJes ben poweris, boJ> upon clerkis and eke upon 
seculers ; — power of jurisdiccion, and power to assoile and 
bynde. But many men jienken here liat |>ei shulden more 
frowe to Crist Jian to many Pope Joonis^, for he is suspect here. 
Crist clepiji pis cunnyng here, jie keie of cunnyng, and alle |>e 
fendis in helle shulden not move^ to denye Crist, pes feyned 
poweris mai not be proved ne perceyved in dede ; and [lerfore 
ben \€\ feynid, and by cautelis of ypocritis is }« folk bigilid. 
And Jius trewe men seien here, Jjat per ben two keies ; |>e firste 
is keie of cunnynge, and lie tojier keie of power, pese keies 
hadden Peter and many oJier apostlis; but Peter hadde pre- 
rogatif bifore hise oj)er brejieren. pis cunnyng was not 
speculatif, of gemetrie, ne o{>er sclencis, but practik, put in 
dede, how men shulde lyve by Goddis lawe. And after }>is 
science cam power to bynde and unbinde ; and to whom God 
graunti|i Jie first he grauntiji Jie secounde. And oonhede of 
Jies keies was not oonli jovun to Peter, si]> hevene was open 
to o)ier folk in cuntreis )jat Peter cam not inne, bi keies [lat 
Crist jaf to oJier apostlis. And so jiese feynede keies ben keies 
of helle, ^if [>ei open helle gatis to children of pride ; and jif JjIb 
pope hav cunnynge to fiis work, he is maister of fies keies. For 
God wole jeve cunnyng to teche his weie to hevene to whom 
ever him liki) ; and he is Petris viker, al^if neijier fendis ne 
cardinalis putten him in his trone. 



'Po/<-syo«i,E. 



' So Ei sioua, A. 
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WhantM Crist seide pese Ireupis unto Jics hie prestis, Phariseis 
and men of lawe stoden gretli ajens him, and stoppiden his mouji 
wi{i many false wordis, and lettiden Crist to speke more, as a man 
jiat spall blasfemye. And herfore Jies lawyeris, for {>es wordis of 
Crist, layen in awajte more to do Crist to )ie deji. And God 
wote where jie court wolde jius shape for men, |>at seiden sharpli 
to hem ["is sentence of jie gospel ; and if Jiei done, ]iei ben 
[lanne of jie secounde kynrede. For {lis kynrede lepij) from 
00 folk to ano|ier ; for it is now among Jewis and now 
among hej-en men, and now come]> ajen, as }ie fend hopi)) 
victorie, and failing of Goddis lawe, and growinge of mannis 
lawe. For noting is beter post to likyng of j)e fend. And 
si]> ]>is kynrede is now moost among prestis, as it was in 
Cristis tyme, trewe men shulden speke to hem sharpli as 
Crist dide. For Jie fend haj) hem moost helperis in Jiis cause, 
and makeris of martiris bi pursuynge and sleynge. And 
jif jiei senden men to bevene, jiat is on WTong maner; but 
Jiei senden men evene to helle, as to her owne hous, for [lei 
have exilid Goddis lawe, bi which \e\ shulden worche, and 
broujt in jie fendis lawe bi which |iei rengnen. 

And after seijj Crist, how Jies lawyeris aspieden how J>ei n^^len 
take ouyl of Cristis moupfor to accuse him, and so do him to deeji; 
and |ius f^ese ypocritis feyneden to fulfille her law. And Jius it 
is to dale of ))es hije prestis ; for jiei hav newe lawis maad biside 
Goddis lawe to dampne men to dej) as open heretikes. And 
to do ]>is dede j>ei counseihden not wiji Goddis lawe, but wij) 
foundun^ heresies j>af hemsilf holden, Jiat Jiei mai not synne 
ne erre in siche jugementis. But jiei jugen for heretikes al 
maner of sich men Jiat seJen J>at J«i shulden sue Crist, and 
leeve her worldii liif. 3'f }*' leven Cristis liif, and jeven hem 
)fus to lordship, jiei ben j« fendis children and open Anticristis; 
for jiei mai not be Cristis children, but jif Jiei suen him, and 
holden hem in his boundis, and go not out by newe lawes, and 
speciali holde hem in mekeness and poverte. And here we 
mai assaie where (lei doren be martiris. 
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In FEESTiS OF MANY Martkis. 

[SERMON LXXV.] 

Egrediente Jem de Templo. — Make xiii, [i.] 
Jlis gospei tellij), as ojier bifore^, how Crist mesuride his 
disciphs, bofe in wit and wille, to suffre for his love, pis 
gospel tel!i)t, as ofier bifore, hou> Jesus wenje out of pe kmple, 
and eon of his disciplis seids to him; Maisler, lake what sioones 
and makingis ben of (lis grete temple. And Jesus answeride 
and sei'de to him : — Seesi pou Pese grete bildingis. per skal not 
be a stoon lefte upon a stoon, pal ne it shal be distrkd. And 
whanne Crist salt upon pe Mmnte of Oiyves, ayn pe temple, his 
disciplis axiden him, pes Joure bi hem silf Peter and Joon and 
James and Andrew : — Telle pou us whanne pes pingis shal be 
don, and what tokene shal be, whanne alle pes shal bigynne to 
have an ende. And Jesus answeringe, bigan to seie to hem; See 
y first pal no man disseyve ym; for many shal come in my name, 
and seie pal Y am he Jiat governe]) holi Chirche, and pel shal 
disseyve many. But whanne y shal here lateilis, and opynyons 
ofbatels, drede y not, but be je sadde in bileve. 

Moo opynyons of batels, herden we never ; for men wi|> \ie oo 
pope seien J>at it is needful to fijte wijt men Jiat holden wij> ^ai 
ojier, and )>ei wi]) Jie tojier pope have contrarious opynyons. 
And jit men m]t oure pope hav Jiis opynyoun ; jiat prelatis and 
prestis sbulden fijte ajens f>e toJier pope, and men ])at holdif> 
wi]> him, but if }ei converte hem. Sum of us have ])is opyn- 
youn ; fiat preestis shuiden not fijte, but move men bi resouii 
and Goddis lawe to treufe, and preie mekeli for men |>at J'ei 
do after Goddis wille ; and (lat it is not bileve J^at ofier ]»is, or 
fiis, be Pope; for jif he shal not be salf, he is noo part of holi 
Chirche. And so |)is is no cause to Cristen men to fijte inne ; 
but rajier shulde bo|ie Jes popis go mekeli to Jie emperour, 
and renounse al her lordship Jiat Jiei have of seculers ; and si]> 

■ See Sermon LXXIII. 



,y Google 



WYCLIF'S 

lyve a pore liif as Peter and Poul diden, and algutis move no 
men, ne counseilie hem, for to fi5te Jius. And in )iis opynyoun 
resten many meke prestis. In^ o|ter poinlis of |tis mater ben 
an hundred opynyouns among clerkes, and lewide men, and 
alle ben of bateiles. 

And after, sdp Crist, pat alle pes moien ben, but yt is noo 
eende, to make |)e dai of dome. Folk shal rise ayns folk, 
as Sarasins ajens Latjns; rm}me ayns nwme, as Inglond^ 
ajens Franche'; and erpe-dene* shal be, bi filaci's, and hungrt's, 
as men hav feelid*. X'^s ben higynnynge of sorewis ; and 

perfore lake wet }0U sif, for pet shall bilraie ^ou in her coun- 
ceilis, and in her sinagogis ihal y be belyn; and bifore kyngis 
and justices shal y sionde, for me, in witnes to hem. And in alle 

folk moot first be prechid pe gospel. And [lis ordeynede Crist 
of his grete wisdom ; for bifore {lei hadden killid |>es hooli 
apostlis, |>er was no maner of folk, Grekis ne Latyns, ne bar- 
bares, |)at ne Jfci hadden jie gospel of Crist prechid unto hem. 
And whan pel shal lede yu, and bilraie ^ou io jugis, penke y not 
bifore bisili, what y shal speke; but what shal he yvun \ou in 

pat hour, speke y pat, for pat seip God. For y hen not speh'nge, 
but pe Holi Goost, sij> je ben hise instrumentis, and he spekij) 
first; — 0* hroper shal bilraie his hroper in to his deP, and pe 

fadir shal bilraie his sone, and pe soms shal rise ayns herfadris, 
and do hem to deep. And y shal he in hate to alle men for my 
name; but he pat lastip to pe eende he shal be saf. 

pe lettre of ["is gospel is told bifore, and so it is ynowj here 

' So El om. A. ^Englondt.^ 

1 ojw, E. 

• TUs passage might be expected 
to supply the means of fixing the 
date of the compositioc of these 
sermons, but 1 have not found it so. 
In Professor Rogers' valuable History 
of AgriatOire and Pricis in England 
a. ai7), I find i( stated that in the 
foDrteenth century. ' the following 
are yeais of kmine, the average 
price of wheat having risen above 
los. the quarter :—i3i5, ijiS, ijai, 
1351,1369.' Again,— 'It rose above 
91. in iJ94and 1370:* 'above 81. in 
1J93. 1314, 1350, 1363. 1367, 1374, 
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' er)>edone, E. 



s their 



1390.' In theyears 1381-13! 
in which these sermons mi 
been composed if Wyclif n 
author, the price of wheat v 
markably low. These Etatisfic! 
to the southern and midland c 
ties, and are thoroughly reliable. 
Either then, if Wyclif wrote the ser- 
mon, the reference must have been 
to a time of scarcity as far back as 
1374; or, if we suppose the scarcity 
of 1 390 to be pointed at, Wyclif was 
not the author of the sermon. 
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to telle pleyne storie. Here men moven lijtli, sij) Crist tolde a!le 
{«s perils, it semeji )iat [^ei mut nedis be ; but who myjte )>anne 
lelte hem ? Here men seien comunl Jial al ])ing mut nedis 
Le and ^t men mottn nedis ajensstcnde man) of J^s anl 
so ]iei moten nedis ha\e mede of s the ijenstondinge For 
as we moten ne 1 s preie for J)ngi'i f>at nedis m:)ten be as 
shewen free Jie iirste ixingia of )e Piter noster so we moten 
ned s enforse a,ens Hingis fat nels m^ten be And of sich 
enfors nge mote nedis come mede for ellis shulden no men 
lette >ve! to come and mede in ajenstondng and consedhnge 
to goode, weren al aweye bi ])is lewide resoun. And, for alle 
|)es ben false, and many ojier )iat suen, enforse we ajens yvel, 
and preie we for goode, aljif God have ordeyned l>at |>ei moten 
nedis come. And, for men shulden do |>us, [lerfore haji God 
ordeyned, Jiat comynge of many sich ])ingis ben unknowen 
to men. 

But here men douten over jiis, of ordre of Jiis help to )ie 
Chirche; but here seien Cristene men, jiat no man shulde 
doute to helpe [le Chirche, but alle men shulden help it here, 
ech man on his maner; siji God telliji us bi his lawe Jiat >is 
is his wille. Seculer lordis shulden helpe here principali, for 
many causis. Oon, for God ha)i jovun hem swerd for to helpe 
his Chirche bi streng|?e, and streng()e wij) mennis drede is nede- 
ful to do )iis dede. Also lordis of Jiis worlde ben J>o, to whiche 
)>is harm is don, who shulde stonde more for |>is cause, ]ian 
lordis Jiat hav lost j)is lordship. Also, Jat man fat hafi synned 
shulde algatis make asee|i; but ]ie generacion of lordis bi folic 
brou^t in )iis wrong, and herfore it fallij) to hem to make aseej) 
for }>is synne. And 1ms shulde knyjtis knowe, how Jiei shulden 
stonde for Goddis cause, and not al oonli kille men in mennis 
cause, as boucheris. pei shulden have shame how jiei ben 
hardi in cause of ]>t world and of \e fend, but in ]>e cause of 
God Jiei ben bo}) cowardis and foolis. And nejieles J>is lord 
doiji worship and profite to knyjttis |>at serven him, and 
mai not denye Jiis, )iat ne for blyndenesse and cowardise holdij) 
]>e fend ajens God |)is lordship |>at ]>ei shulden have. 

But over |>is, men have doute what ordre men shulden have, 
and where men shulden begynne to worche, in iust restoringe of 
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fies goodis. But here men seien, siji fis wrong is brood sprad 
in Cristendom, and Goddis oost shulde be myjti to do })is dede 
iqens ]« fend, in many placis shulden men worche on (lis 
weie to helpen her modir. But sif" )« nest and heed hereof is 
at Rome, where it bigan, it seme)> to many men )iat at Rome 
shulde Jiis rijtting bigynne ; and so shulde }tis heed be stoppid 
to feyne censuris ajens God, and fere foolis hi cursingis for 
|fei fulfijlen Goddis iawe; and wi}) Jiis bo}* lordis and comuns 
mai lette freris to harmen ]>e Chirche. And Jius were Goddis 
word so)t whanne he spekiji to Jie fend, and seij), a woman 
shal disquatte' his heed. And Marie helpe'' jie Chirche {^t 
it be so. For jif richesse and worldli lordship weren taken 
aweie from prelatis and preestis, moche of Jie fendis pride were 
abatid in jies clerkes ; and Goddis name were not dispisid ech 
dai as it is now, but his Iawe shulde be betere holde, and 
Anticristis jugementis shulde ceesse, 

But jit men donten whejier Jiei shulden fijten in jiis cause ajens 
her enemyes; — speciali, sjf> Crist movede two princis of Rome for 
to fijte, Titus and Vaspasian, Jiat distroieden Jerusalem. Here 
men jienken, [lat Cristene men shulden not fi^te but if Crist bad 
hem; for Crist seide jiat his yoke is softe and his charge lijt to 
here. And so neijier bodih swerd nejier ojier armes, ne fijtinge 
shulde be here usid of Cristene men ; ne ofer Iawe but Goddis 
Iawe, and iordis drede, and manassing to clerkis jiat wolden 
ajenstonde. And to blndinge and prisoninge of hem shulde 
alle maner of men helpe; but hi Goddis grace ])is shulde 
not falle, sili clerkis shulde helpe here in Goddis cause, and 
feyn ' to be dischargid of erjteli goodis, (lat jiei beren now. 
And jianne }iei shulden go \qt to hevene, and drawe ]>e world 
after hem ; Jier |fei doppen now to helle, and drawen many 
men wi)i hem. Freris shulden help in y\s cause, si]) }t\ ben 
groundid in poverte, and ])ei have but temporal goodis ^ 
jie which ben knytt to her hertis. And shortly alle maner of 
men, jhe, prestis bojie more and lesse, shulden helpe here 
in Goddis cause, for love f-at [lei shulden love her modir. 

' disquale, E. ' blipe Marie. E. ' fayn, E, 

' As npposed to lands or lordships. 
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But now l»ei clepen good, yvel, and harm, profit, and bond- 
age, fredom; but (lanne shulden ]iei wel witen how al }iat 
helpi|> to hevene is good, and al Jial shulde be by Goddis 
lawe were free and helpli' to ])is eende. 

And ]>us ])e lord preisijj his baili, for he forjaf to his tenaunte 
fifty barels of oile. And so jiis jifte was rijtful, sij> ]fis lord is 
God himsilf; and Jtis tenaunte is kynde of clerkis, for jiei shulden 
jeve (levocioun, and be paied of litil corn". For, as Poul techiji, 
|?ei shulden hoide hem paied wifi bodili fode and hileyng. 
And )ius shulden preestis preche to lordis, to holde hem paied 
of worldli goodis, and sette her wille in hevenli goodis, which 
wille shulde make hem lijt to hevene. But jie fend haj) stranglid 
Jiese hoimdis wi|> talwe^, )iat Jiei mai not berke. And ]ms si)i 
secular men shulden be moo fan prestis shulden be, and prestis 
shulden have, by titil of almesse, her sustenance of \t peple, wij"- 
drawing of her service ajen shulde move to wijidraw |jes goodis. 
And whoever a^enstondi}) \\% sentence is unlawful ajens God. 

And so men shulden graunte in dede to obeishe to )« pope, 
as jie peple obeishide to Petre, and as Goddis lawe wole axe; 
but it were to myche to pass ]fis, for Jianne men obeishiden to 
\e fend, sif) Goddis lawe shulde be reule, and teche how God 
wole JiaC men obeishe. And siy |ie freris accusen )>e court, in 
matter of |)e sacrid cost, and saien Jiat it techijj ])at J>is oost is 
not Goddis bodi, but accident wi|>outen suget )«t alle men 
knowen not, men shulden axe |)is treujie of Jiis court wi|) 
good grounding''. And jif |>is court faile in \\&, |)ei failen in 



■ Ulpl^, E. 

» Does this mean, — the clergy 
should be content to retain for 
themselves 'litil corn,' or temporal 
riches, just as the debtor in the 
parable retained only twenty for his 
own profit out of the hundred mea- 
sures of wheat that he had to render 
to his lord, but they should rejoice 
in being permitted to keep an abun- 
dant measure (fifty out of^a hundred 
barrels) of 'oile,' or devotion? See 
Serm. LXXXV. 

" The general drift of this re- 
markable passage seems to be ss 
follows. Thcfriars,— after the synod 



° talouit E, 

of ijSi, which had been promoted, 
and indeed ordered, by • the Court," 
or. as we should say now, by the 
Government, — and after the sending 
down of letters patent into all the 
counties (see Lewis, p. io6), ap- 
pointing inqniators, who would be 
in many or most instances friars, 
to search out heretical writings and 
Iheir faulors.— might well say that 
the Court taught mdr doctrine con- 
cemine theEucharist. andcondemned 
that of Wychf This is called by 
the writer, accusing the Court of 
teaching the said doctrine ; because. 
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moost |iat jiei shulden do ; for {>ei shulden teche men bileve J)e 
which is ground of Cristis ordre. But Crist sei}> wiji many 
seintis, jiat Jiis oost is Goddis bodi, al if it be breed in his 
kynde, as Poul techijj ofte tymes. pus shulden rewmes stoppe 
first fruytes, and avaunsing of Cardinalis, wi]> ofer spoilingis of 
l)is court, bi Jie which rewmes and peplis ben chargid. And 
jif men seie ]>at rewmes mai not defenden hem fro sich spoil- 
ing, certis )tanne J>ei ben to feble to defende hem from ojier 
enemyes ; and jif cowardise lette hem, bi feynynge of Anticrist, 
fanne )>ei ben to unstable for defaute of bileve. For nejier God 
ne man mai noie, and moche more alle fendis of helle, but jif 
]>e law of Holi Writt accuse men' ajens God. 



|3E Gospel of oon Confessor and Bishop. 
[SERMON LXXVL] 

Vigilak, quia nescilis qua hora. — Matt, xxiv. [42.] 
pESE g-ospellis ben passid }iat fallen to J>es mart ns, and now 
comen gospelis fat fallen to confessouris And so Jiis gospel 
techij) a wisdom of Cnst how men )jat have cure shulden kepe 
f«r sheep; and |)is lore perte>net> to moo }ian to preestis, but 
|>ei shulden kepe passmgh jie lore \aX Cnst tech ]> here. Crist 
biddij" first ]iat hise &er\antis uake for pu uikn n n.r whannejie 
Lord is io come. And it is knowm to men ]>at Cnst spekiji here 
of wakinge fro synne for [lat ts jie beat wakynge and [lis beste 
Lord spekiji of beste Jung for as creatuns tellen a man his 
God, so jiingis of kjnde tellen mtn how Jiei shulden serve God. 
It is knowen to clerkis Jiat man ha)i ftvewittis and stopping 
of j>ese wittis bringi]> m sleep to man and ]>anne man is half 
bem E 

as he goes on to say Chnst and burdensome both to Court and na- 

many of the aunts unmistakably tion, and that to ' stoppe lirst fruytis,' 

taught ii'j doctrine. He proceeds to and other ecclesiastical exactions, 

suggest, apparently in the hope of would be greatly to the advantage 

setting himself right with the Court of the state. The advice was not 

by appealing lo its self-interest, that acted upon till the yeai 1534. 
the existing hierarchy was terribly 
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deed, and unable for to worche or to defende himsilf a5ens 
enemys Jat wolen harmyn ' him. pese wittis ben clepid sijte 
and heering, smelling and taist, wi)) groping ; and alle ))es 
shulden be fed wi]> God, Jiat mai never faile fro mannis witt. 
But stopping of love wij> worldli Jiingis letti) mannis heed to 
perceyve God, and so, as clerkis seien, ]>es fyve wittis comen of 
a vertue wijimne in Jie heed, and ^if a man bi sleep be lettid in 
)>is virtue, oujier bi fumes, or drunkenes, or ojier cause, }ies fyve 
wittis ben stoppid and wantcn her worching. And letting of 
]iese fyve wittis is clepid mannis sleep. But al }iat man ha}> is 
jovun to him of God, for to liene his God, ouJier worching 
or suffring; and jif he leve ])is service, ]»anne he s!epi)i goostli. 
And wit wijiinne in mannis heed, Jat is God himself, mut move 
his out-witiis to worche as jiei shulden ; and so al ]iat lettiji nian 
to be moved jius of God bringiji in sleep of synne, and lettij) 
him to wake. And so er)ieli fumes comyng fro ])e stomak ben 
grete cause of jiis sleep, and letti])'' helping of God; for God 
dwellit" not wif man bisi aboute erjieli ]iingis. But worching of 
a mannis soule aboute siche Jiingis makijj worldli fumes lette' 
a mannis resoun to knowe hevenli goodis, and wake wi]) hise 
wittis ; for sich a man lovejj more goodis of ])is world Jianne he 
love)) his God, for on hem his wille is more sett. 

Arid ]>erfore clepiji Poul Jiese averouse men, serveris of maw- 
mettis, and brekeris of Goddis heestis ; and alle wittis of sich 
men slepen fro Goddis service. We shulden wake to resoun, and 
knowe (lat our sijte is jovun us of God, to serven him and oure 
soules ; and jif we fallen hereof, for synnc Jtat we ben inne, we 
misusen oure sijte, and slepen wiji it. Si5te is jovun to man 
as hiest oul-witt, for to sue his profile, and flee ]iing ]tat hai-me|) 
him; and |>ingis ]iat ben bifore him, Jie which he shulde do, 
shulde a man wel knowe, and take to him jie profitable. And 
Jius, as Crist techij), men synnen in sijte of wymmen, for he ])at 
seeji a woman for to coveite her, he ha)) in J)at done lecherie 
in his berte. For, as Crist tecbijt, ))e rote of a man's synne is 
wijiinne in his herte bifore (lat it be in dede, and herfore men 
shulden flee cause fat Jnis bringi)) synne to mannis herte. pe 
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synne of sijt is not )ius oonli in lecherie of fleish, but it is also 
in coveitise of worldli goodis; as whanne Jiou seest erjieli Jiing, 
and coveitist to hav it, ajens [le wille of J-i God, J>ou synnest 
)tanne in jii sijte. And J)us seij) Seint Joon, jiat in coveitise of 
ijen is understonden al coveitise of o|>er wittis ajens resoun. 
Ne a man synnejj not in si3t, al oonli on f^es two maneres, 
but whanne he is idil in his 5131, and aspie) not his profit; as 
suni men loken to veyn plaies, and many sijtis of worldh )»ingis, 
)je which profiten not to her soule, but rajier doi]> hem harm. 
And sijt is ])e first witt stoppid whanne a man slepif). Sojieli 
we shulden ever loke upon God, as we mai here seen him bi 
mirrour, in a derknes of [lingis ]jat he haji maad ; jhe, bo|>e nijt 
and dai, slepinge and wakinge, shulde we \\\s Jienke on God 
and his lawe. 

pe secounde uttir witt is heeringe of man, fat is broujt many 
weies in to sleping of synne. For God haji jovun us fis 
virtue for to heeren him, and so to heeren pees and charite 
]jat he speki|) in us; but men ben now redi to heeren of 
unpees, batailis, and strives, and chidingis of neijboris; and 
cause of sich heeringe is assent to siche Jiingis, for litil worldli 
wynning and lesyng of pees. And bi sich heeringe men mai 
knowe whos children Jiei ben. We shulden witen Jiat heeryng 
was graunted to man for to cunne his bileve, as Seint Foul 
sei|> ; and so bileve is of heering, and heering is by Cristis 
word. And for jjis, Crist wole )>at men preche fe gospel; 
and for ])is haj) kynde ordeyned )iat heering shulde be in a 
sercle, bifore men, and bihinde men, and on ' ech side of men, 
as bileve is of treujiis, bifore us, and bihinde us. And to oure 
bileve shulde we shape oure heering. And Jiis is o defaute Jiat 
men have in heeringe, Jiat )>ei wolen gladli heere fablis, and 
falsehedis, and slaundris of her neijbouris, al jif jiei knowen 
hem false. But a! jif sich telleris ben moche for to blame, 
nej^les sich heereris ben hatid of God. For kynde ha)i jovun 
to men to heeren voicis in )« eire, and not in erjie binefen us, 
where voices comen not ; in tokne fat we shulden jyve oure 
wittis to trowe t>ing )iat mai be in eire, J>at is aboven us, which 

' So E ; oon, A. 
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(>ing profit!)' to oure soule. And if we heeren sich falsenes Jiat 
we wite profitiji not, we shulden not heeren but wjji peyne, 
and trowe not Jierto, and algatis fle sich men )tat tellen sich 
talis; for God haf) jovun us heeringe to heeren his workes, 
Jiat ben moo and sutiler }tan ]iis witt wole suffise to. 

And herfore [le gospel tell!]) how Crist dide a miracle, and 
heelide a deef man and domb upon ]fis manere : Crist toke him 
aside fro Jie comune peple, and putte his fyngris in his eeris, and 
wi|> his spitting touchide his tonge, and jaf him Jianne vertue 
to heeren and to speke. God here techiji man for to fle fablis 
])at ben in comune peple, and take hede to him. pe sutil 
workes of God ben hise smate fyngris, jiat men shulden heer 
and trowe, and jierwiji fede Jier wittis, and wiji sich savery 
treujijs occupien her speechJs. And Jius mai we Jienke how we 
ben deffe and dumbe ; but we shulden wiJi )>es two wittis wake 
to oure God, for he wole have rekenynge, boJ>e in oure de]) 
and at f>e dale of dome, how we have dispendid vertues jiat he 
ha]> jovun us. 

And sij> we witen not whanne Jiis rekenynge shal falle, it 
is a greet wisdom to wake ajens J)is tyme; and herfore seij) 
Crist, p« ping wife we wel, pal ■yf pe hosebonde wiste whanne 
Pe Petf were to come, certis he wotde wake, and suffre him not 
to myne his AousK JJis ]«ef is )« fend, joyned to man, to 
tempte him, and to harme him al jiat he can, and speciali in 
tyme |)at Jiis man shulde die ; for if he take feefli virtues fro Jiis 
man in hour of hise dee]>, he doij) |>ise jiefte moosL And jif he 
have maistrie to sle siche a man, he chesij> sich a lyme whanne 
he is moost unredi ; and Jianne he is ful bisie to bringe in Jie 
worste synne, for jianne his ful victorie is endid in |iat man. 
And here men douten comunli, what hour men sha! dien, 
whejier God shal take hem in her beste tyme. But here we 
shal wite, }iat alle }io Jiat shal be saif waken in hour of her deji, 
and over comen Jie fend, and suffren him not Jianne to undirmyne 
her hous. And so Jies men dien, whanne \e\ ben moost ripe. 
But )if Jie fend lede hem Jtanne as his owne servantis, and Jiei 
shal be dampned, he waitiji him a tyme whanne he trowijf best 
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to overcome )ies men ; and so }ies men dien in her worste tyme, 
for in tyme Jiat ]>ei have |ie synne jiat evermore shal laste. And 
{lat is )« worste yvel, \a.t God mai sufFre to be; for God mote 
nedis punishe \\s synne in belle wijiouten ende. And for )iis 
peril of \is jieef shulden men waken warli; but, for ];is harm 
of (ris feef is not but hi Goddis j'ugement, Jierfore set)* Crist to 
warn al!e men; And per/ore be y redi,for tnpat hour pat y 
hopen not Crist is to come. For, as it is ofte seid, deeji is Jie 
jjridde ])inga Jiat God wole have unknowun to man, for he 
shulde ever be redi. 

And, for ech man shulde gouerne alle his wittis, and make 
hem serve to hise profit, as a man doij- his meyne, ]>erfore seiji 
Crist jfus: Who, trowesl pou, is a trewe servant, pat Pe Lord hap 
put to be upon his meynl, pat he ^yve hem mete in good tyme to ete ? 
pis Lord IS God himsilf, and we ben hise servantis; Jiis meynS 
of )«s Lord ben alle oure wiltis, which we jeven mete for to 
sene God, whanne we leden hem bi resoun to profite to oure 
soule Bkssid he pat servant, Pal whanne his Lord is comen, he 
haP foundun him doinge so unto pis meyj^; sopeli V seze to ^ou, 
pat he shal puite him upon alle hisi goodis, and make him his eire. 
pat man \aX. doi}) )jus shal come to hevene, and Jiere shal he be 
Cristis eire, and ful lord of Cristis heritage; and ]>is lordshipe 
shal ser\en to alle Criatis children 



fJE Gospel of oon Confessour and Bishop. 

[SERMON LXXVII.] 

Homo quidant peregre proficiscens.—'^Kii. xxv, [14.] 
pis gospel telli)> a parable ])at Crist taujte his disciplis, and, 
in hem, alle Cristene men, how jiei shulden chaffare here. 
And Jiis parable telliji fe resoun whi men shulden wiseli chaf- 
fare [lus ; — A man, setp Crist, goinge a pilgrimage, clepide hise 
servantis, andyifhem his goodis. And oon he '^af/yve besauniis, 

" See p. 136. 
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and two to anoper, and to anoper von, eck on after his ouine virtue. 
And whanne he hadde delid pits, he wente anoon his pilgrimage. 
Ando/Pes pree servanlis, pe first, pat hadde/yve besauntts, wente 
and wrow^te in hem, and gat operfyve; pe secmnde, pat hadde two 
besaitntis, wan oper two; but he pat took oon, wente and dalf^ in 
pe erpe, and hidde pe tnonie oj" his lord wipouten encreese. And 
after long tyme cam pe lord of pese servantis and rekenede wip 
hem. And pe firs te, pat hadde fyve besauntts, cam to pe lord and 
offride him oper fyve, and seide ; Lord pou yivest me fyve be- 
sauntts, lo I have geten over^ oper fyve. And his lord seide 
to him ; Wei be pe, good servaunt and trewej for pou was trewe 
of litil, upon many pingis V shal putte pee ; entre in to fie joie 
<f pi lord. \>e secoumk cam nyy pat hadde two besauntts, and 
seide ; Lord Pou ^avest me two besauntis, lo, oper two have V 
wonne ouer. And his lord seide lo him; Wei be pee, good ser- 
vaunt and irewe ; for Pou was trezve of feaae pingis, Y shall putte 
pee upon many pingis ; entre into joie of pi lord. 

pis o man Jiat wente Jius in {>ilgrimage is comunli seid, oure 
Lord Jesus Crist, for he is o man among alle ojiere. His wend- 
inge on pilgrimage is taken on two maners ; comunli it is takun 
for his steyng in to hevene, for dwellinge in hevene is strange 
to mannis fleish. pe secounde maner of pilgrimage of )iis o 
man is clepid dwellinge in J)is world bi manheed of Crist; for 
J-is was strange pilgrimage to Cristis Godhede. And algatis in 
|)is pilgrimage clepide Crist hise servantis, and jaf hem his 
goodis to profite wi})al. But jiese J>re manere goodis jovun 
to )ies |)ree servantis, is comunli understonden upon two 
maneres, as doctouris varien in Jiese two pilgrimagis. For 
as a man is two l)ingis, \^ spirit and ]w bodi, so Crist is two 
kyndis, j)e Godhede and [le manhede. As anentis his Godhede, 
his waundringe here, is pilgrimage; and as anentis Ks man- 
hede, his steynge to hevene is pilgrimage. And he clepide 
hise servantis bi a long cleping, fro jie bigynnynge of jie world 
to [le laste dai, but at J>is dai of dome he makifi a ful rekenyng. 
And sij) Cristis Godhede is everywhere, he mai wel clepe fiese 
servantis, and 5>'ve hem his goodis, sij) f>ei have noujt but of 
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God. It semej' ])at Gregory mene]) Jjus ]>es (ree partingis 
of lies goodis *. Sum men have of God her fyve outwittis wi|> 
her purtenaunce ; and J>es ben (te firste men l>at have j>ese fyve 
besauntis. pe secounde men wij) two besatintis, ben siche 
trewe men jiat passen not in Jiese wittis, but have good undir- 
stonding, and («rwi)» rijtful workes. After J>is understondinge, 
()e Jiridde servant is wickid men wij) sutil undirstonding, gaderid 
of her wittis wijiouten and wi))inne-for|) ; but fei failen juste 
workes answeringe to |>ese wittis. And j)es men delven her 
wittis in undirstondinge of )iis worlde, and profiten not to 
heveneward, ne to Jie ChirchCj ne to hem silf. 

pe secounde undirstondinge of )iis parable of Crist is more 
sutil and traveilous, and acording wi|j |>e fext, as bojie )ies un- 
dirstondingis may be aplied to jie text, pese fyve besauntis of ]« 
firste man ben fyve maner of goodis Jiat God jeve|f to sum men, 
}>at he wole have saved, Goodis of grace ben fie firste, ))at Austin 
tellijj moche bi '', and fallen to sich men Jiat lyven to Goddis 
worship and to profile of her soulis; for Jiei have ever goodis 
of grace in all oj>er (lat y&\ have. Goodis of kynde ben goodis 
of vertues, bo|je bodili and goostli, bi which a man worchij) to 
disserve Jie blisse of hevene. pe [iridde ben goodis of fortune 
\s which God jyvej) to men, to serven him and to wynne hem 
blisse, bi wise delyng of ])es goodis ; and )>os weren Job and 
Abraham riche, wi]) seintis of })e newe lawe. Pe foiu-|ie manere 
of goodis Jfat God jevejt here to men, ben goodis of good fame, 
Jiat God graunti)! in )iis world ; for sum men have alle |fes Jiree 
goodis and fierwi)' a good fame, |)at J>ei serven wel to God, and 
to profit of his Chirche. pe fifte goodis, ben sparkelis of glorie, 
jiat sum men have here in Jiis world; {>e which ben joie of 
hevenli blisse jiat ye\ hopen fuUi to have, and blisse' hem on 

' blesun, E. 



lustrate the statement in the text by 
passages ftom the works of the 
great doclpr of grace, seeing that 
hardly a treatise of any length came 
from hb marvellotts pen in which 
the doctrine of the necessity of pre- 
venient grace in order to good works 
is not more or less enforced. 
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sum manere », |>e while Jwi lyven here on erjie. pes men ben 
])e lirste servant, \3X. profitiji in (les fyve besauntis. pe secounde 
servaunt m^ two besauntis is undirstonden alle siche men jiat 
have in pientee goodis of Itynde and a;oodis of grace, and 
worchen wi]? hem. pe {ridde sen ant wif) o besaunt is undir- 
stonden alle sich men J>al iiave m plente goodis of kynde, and 
proflten not uij) ^s goodis, for -worldli occupacions letten to 
disserve hem blisse. And ])es men delven m (le erj«, and hiden 
)ie goodis jiat God ha|> jovun hem. And to t)es firee men, and 
no moo, parti|> God here hise goodis. pese two firste worchen 
wi)i God wiji witt and wille )iat ]»ei have, and tumen al her 
lyvynge here to worship of God, and profite to his Chirche ; 
and herfore )fei maken hem wor]ii to take fuUe goodis at f>e dai 
of dome. And so doublyng of her workes is merite J^t ])ei 
have added, hi which God makij> hem able for to have f'e blisse 
of hevene ; and alle fiese goodis )iat men have here ben but 
litil to hevenli goodis, for Jiere men shal have fulli alle ])e goodis 
of hevene and erjie. 

And God shal grete his trewe servantis \\is at \& daie of 
dome, whanne he shal seie; Come jee J>at ben blessid, my 
Fadris children, and take je now ])e rewme of hevene, 
])at was maad redi to 30U fro ^e higynnynge of Jie world. 
For ever God is making redi Jie blis \^t. hise seintis shal 
have; and alle }>e goodis fat we have here ben now but 
fewe and litil, to regarde of }>e goodis j)at we shal have in 
hevenli blis. For jif man shal come to \\s joie, he shal have 
al jiat he wole, and as fulli as he wole, and on what manere 
])at he wole ; but here we languishen for ojter havyng ])at us 
falliji to have in hevene. 

And here men seien jiat goodis of fortune ben ]ie leste 
of )ies fyve, si{i a man wolde skiifulli }yve alle J>es goodis 
for his hel{)e, and heeljie of bodi is good of kinde wi]> o]jer 
partis }fat man ha)>. And si]) a man shulde chaffare here, 
and lese all Jies goodis of kynde for to wynne him goodis 
of grace, goodis of grace ben algatis beter. And si[i mannis 



' De Lyra's explanalio 
differ much from this, 
prets the five talents to 



does not goods of nature, those of grace, 
He inter- ihose of knowledge, those of power, 
nean. the and those of wealth. SiH. S'nc. vol, v. 
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fame, Jtat is his name writun in \t book of Uif, is betere 
l^anne alle ])es ojier, and jierof man shukie more joie, [lese 
four}« goodis ben betere Jian J'e goodis lold bifore. And si}) 
a man travdliji here for to gete fe fifte ' good, it moot nedis 
be beter fan {lei, siji it is eende of alle bifore. And in travaile 
aboute |)ese goodis, and algatis in priis ' of hem, stondi]> al ]>e 
mede in J)is liif, and al unj)ank of peyne of helle ; for now fis 
worlde ha]) blindid men ajens her witt and her resoun, ^ai. 
goodis of fortune, Jiat ben lest, ben moost told hi of }ies fyve. 
And for {-es, and worldli name, men fljten and traveilen hugeli ; 
but al if fes ben goode in kynde, ne}>eles havynge of hem 
profitiji not to man here, but for vertues and goodis of blisse. 
And ofte it falli)i, ])at jiis havyng }iat philosophris tellen least bi, 
haTme[i to man in o]>er goodis, for unskilful love of hem ; and 
so in love of mannis soule, wiseli weyed as it shulde be, stondiji 
al )« mede of man, }iat he hajj here in erjie. Loke |>at he love 
moost his God, si]) he is Jie beste |>ing jiat mai be, and siji, he 
love^ him silf, and avmgelis wijj* neijboris, as fei ben goode. 
But in {lis love, man shal have ordre ; as kynde haji tau3te him 
for to love first himsilf, and o|>er in kynde after J>at Jiei ben 
nere to him. And in anojier ordre of Jove, betere and ferjiere, 
shal man love more ; but ]iis craft of good love is Eurned now 
up so doun, for J)is world and worldli goodis passen now in 
weijte of love. And herfore {>es worldli men chaffaren aboute 
worldli goodis, and her traveile wiji Jier bisynesse techen Jiat Jiei 
loven moost jies goodis. And certis (lei fallen in craft of love, 
and comen not to J>e goode of blisse ; and bi jiis cause ha)) 
Crist ordeyned his prestis to be not worldli, but to lyve in 
povert of Jiis world, and in peyne of her bodi. For Jius dide 
Crist wi]> hise disciplis, and taujte us to sue bim. And bi Jiis 
cause men supposen |)at many prelatis of Jiis Chirche hiden 
Goddis tresoiu" in Jie er|!e, to her owne dampnacion ; and so 
at l>e daie of dome, God shal not seie, Wei be Jiee, but God 
shal seie, austernli ; Of Jii mou|) Y juge fee, for jiou shuldest 
have ]>is cunnynge, and lyve [lerafter bi Jiy state i^. And \\is 
diden Jies confessouris, and so )iei camen to joie of hevene ; 



,, Google 



SERMONS. 

and J>us f>ese martins of Jiese werres, si}> fei ben {e fendis ser- 
vantis, ben in mardrdom of helle )iat shal lasten wiliouten ende. 
And her techeris more and lesse ben not confessouris of Crist 
but confessouris of ^ fend, whos lawe Jiei holden and techen. 



pE Gospel of o Confessor and Bishop. 

[SERMON LXXVIII.] 

Homo quidam nobiJis abiit in regiorum, — Luc. xix. [la-] 
pis gospel telli)> how men shulden lyve, as \e nexte bifore 
dide in a lyche parable, and knjtti]) ]>erto many treu)iis. And 
it mai falle ful wel Jiat Crist in dyvers tymes seide dyvers 
parablis, fie which weren of liche sentencis. Crist seiji ]iat, 
nohk man wenle out into a fer conire for to take io him a 
rewme, and tume ayn, whan he hadde do. Doctouris seien 
comunli )iat JjIs nobleman is Crist, t>at wente out of |>e God- 
hede, and bicam man heere in erj)e, for to gete him a rewme 
of )te Churche of trewe men. But Crist lefte not to be God, 
al if he made his manhede wi)iouten ; and J>us he styede ajen 
to hevene, whanne he hadde made jiis marchandije '. And (lis 
is a noble man, as })is regioun is ferre ; for nobler man Jian is 
Crist mai noon be in ])ls world, siji speciali God is his Fadir, 
and his modir is wijiouten synne, and \is child is God and 
man. But where mai be a nobler man ? And as moche as 
Crist made him lasse, as fer fro Godhede is \\a regioun. And 
here taken many men, how Crist j'at is ]>is noble man was 
porest man here in erjie, and suffride for us many peynes. 
And noblei of oure prelatis shulde not lette hem to be pore, 
siji jiei ben sinful wit> her eldris, and mai not come to Cristis 
noblei. And si]» al Jiat Crist suffride here, he suffride for iove 
of his lawe, he loveJ> to litil Crist or his lawe t>at grutchij) ajens 
)as poverte. And false glosis seid in fis mater maken prestis 
synne more grevous, for it is a moche synne a preest to seie 
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fiat he is Cristis viker, and hy auctonle of Crist reul )> full ins 
liif, and jit he gabbiji upon Cnst and bi b!asfem)e bigihji >e 
peple. 

p;j noble man depide kn serzantu J^t ben alle |ie kynde 
of men, and yif hem ten hesaunhs |>at weren delid among hem 
and had hem chaffare wip pis moneie ttl pit he ome ayn J)es 
ten besaunfis ben alle |>e goodis |;at Crist jaf here to min 
kynde, and her chaffaryng w [j |e is her piofitalle wtrchmg 
and Crist at ^ dai of dome wole axe rekenjng of alle ]>fcs 
It is no charge to us now to wite ho« moche }>is mone e is 
for moneie changi]) ofte in pnis after ]>« Jie prince wole 
ordejne p^ ciits'nts nf pis noil man weren h je prestis of 
jie temple wiji scnbis and Phanse s and 1I ji s peple hitide 
Cnst ind senim nessaqe aft > him no \ bi pre'it s no v bi 
dekenes now bi knyjtis of Hercule and e er to take Cri&i n 
wordis to fjnde hem cause to dmipne him \nd for ]>ei 
myjten net bi her lawe Jwi feiueden manj j,ibbmgis Ani 
ever Jiei meneden and sedi.n in dede pat pu v. Id n not pit 
Crist rengntde in hem and ne)teles Cr st is h jest km;, and 
regnef) upon 1I )is world Aid ciise of }ii3 rebellioun wab |fe 
lore of Cnstis lawe for he taujt poierte and nekenesse and 
lore to brmge men to he ene n d al jiis d spleifide hem for 
[>i,i wercn )« fen i & chil Iren An 1 Jjus haie car imaln pursued 
Jh, pope» and many sugett s her prclat s ani manj prelatis 
pUTSutn trewe men jiat grutchen i,ena her lorlship ind alle 
]>es se en in de le |;at Jiei wolen not liat Cnst rengne over hem 
And for jier message is fah and failiji }e groind of tru|« 
Jierfore seij> God {lat ])ei senden a message bih nde him f r 
))is js fe>ned vmite for to putte treuj>e bihinie' £ui it is 
maad longe after it tjme of ]>e du of dome \\l Cnst cam ^en 
whanne he had gadeni al his re^me for |anne shal holi 
CI rche be hool and e\er d\clle \vi]> her k n^ And f r 
hool cumjng of )ib re^me \ e preien in our Pater lOittr'. 
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Whanne |)is kyng shal come ajen for to juge alle maner 
he skal bidde ckpe kise servanlis, lo whom he ■^af bi/on 
moneis, pat pei shewen haw pet hadde chaffarid wi}> goodis 
Jiei hadde take' of God^. ptf juste servant come and seide ; 
Lord, pi besauni hap geten ten. And pe kyng seide to him, Wei 
be A^. goode servaunte; for Pou was^ Irewe in Hiil, pou shall 
hen kavynge power upon ten cilees. pes ten citees ben alle fe 
goodis {"at seintis shal have in hevene. And Pe toper servaunt 
cam, and seide; Lord, pi besanl hap maad fyve. And pe kyng 
seide lo him. And be Pou upon fyve citees. And Pe Prtdde wickede 
servanl came, and seide to pe lord; Sire, lo here pi besaunt, put 
ayn in a sudarie. For Ydrede pee herfore, pal Pou arl auslerne^ 
man Pal takisl ping pal pou putlist not, and repesl pal pou hast 
nol sowun. pe ki?ig seip to him. Of pi mnne moup ¥ juge pee, 
wic&ide servaunt. pou seiest, pou wistisl pat Vwas an austerne 
man, taking ping pat Y puite nol jtere, and reping pat Y have 
sowun; and wki yivest pou nol my moneie to Pe table, to be 
occurid', and Y shulde have axid after 
P,rcf. 

per ben sum men )iat lyven here i 
and caste n hem not for to profiten 
ha|> lent hem for to wynne }« blisse of hevene, as God ha]> I 
bodyn hem to do. And ])es ben ]>e |>ridde servant [>at shewiji 
Goddis moneie in a cloi)) ; for goodis of kynde shal man bringe I 
to Goddis dome, mawgrey^ his. And his liif in |jis world is , 
money ivlappid in sweting cloi]). But God jugi]) sich men of 
her owne conscience, si[i ech man shulde wite, ))at God, over I 
goodis j)at he ;yve)i, axiji profile of mennis workes ; but to : 
men, and noon to him. And so, sij) God putti]) in chaffare , 
[ling to profite bi mennis traveile, men shulden traveile fast 
Jierwiji for to profite to hem silf; and so God repi]? many 
)>ingis ])at he sue ' not bi liim silve, for he helpij) man to 
worche, and a! Jie profit he jeveji to man. And l>us seiji 
Austin « Jiat Goddis oker is leueful and gracious, for God 
' /aim, E. ' SoE; A wrongly includes the words ipr)" — Gorf in 'he 

italics. ' iDBil. E, ' an ansteme, E. ' to be acurid. E, and 

excludes tightly from the italics ; A includes. ° magrey, E. ' sevie, E. 
Minus vult dare certe, et , 



•mp oker 



1 swete and bisynesse, ; 

dis bat God i 



" S. Aug. Enarralio In Psalm. 
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okurij) not wi) man, but jif God make pe encrees ; and al |ie 

vantage of J)is okir, God kepiji to man and not to him. And 

so man jyvef Goddis moneie for to drawe at |)e table, wlianne 

he puttij) Goddis jyftis to wynne him yt blisse of hevene ; and 

Jianne ]iis kyng ha)i encrees to his worship, and mannis profile. 

And so seifi Jesus Crist to anngels Jtat stonden biside ; Take 

pis besaunl /ro pis pef, and ^yve it him pat hap ten hesauntis. 

And pes seintis seiden to Crist, Lord, he haP ten besauntis. For 

evry jiing seij> himsiif, and ech |jing seij? o))er to God ; and Jms 

telh{> Cristis jugement to men, Jiat Crist wole not bigile. For 

so|>e V seie to jou ; to ech Jiat ha]i shal it be jovun, and bi |jis 

^ifte shal he have plente ; but from him Jiat ha)? not, jiat Jiat he 

hajf shal be taken awey. For \is is trewe sentence of seintis, 

]>at just men ]>at han hevene, ban alle worldli )>ingis bi resoun of 

her Lord : and so alle unjuste men, |jat God jyveft helle for her 

service, have not justli, al jif |>ei semen to have moche. And 

jif |30U axe who shal take aweie goodis fro |iese uniustc men, si) 

Jiei ben comunii myjte, and no man dar take fro hem ; Crist an- 

sweri|) here and mai not gabbe, |>is just man to whom God jeve}i 

hevene tikiji fro )iis uniuste m'ln Ji^it jiat him semeji to have ; and 

g]je of him silf, but bi autorite 

G he. And al jif worldli men 

oo jj s is a false havynge, for it is 

G J> G ef lord, Jiat jugij> men fus to 

|) no man shulde ajen-seie J>is- 

d vynge to Jiis world, is sojieli 

g g )" mennis goodis". And sum 

m ])at Jic men now poie, nejieles }iei 

h E of Jiis world : but J-is havyng 

en, for Goddis rijt is not jit 

p St p sentence of seintis is now 

modica pe na both as regards laymen and aa re- 

es tu Da e 'ds ecclesiastics, is set forth at 

lalia ma m Irge in his Dc Dominio CivUi and 

pe coe m E cu ther treatises. Among the twenty- 

di ced ur propositions condemned by the 

m es m iiod of 1382 (Lewis, p. 108), was 

oe fhe assertion ' that 3 civil lord is no 

Th W rd, a bishop no bishop, a prelate 

m th prelate, whilst he is in mortal 
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scorned bi mannis la^ie, nejieles seintis hi\e now alle Jiing 
Jiat J>ei 'wolen ha\e And is philovjphris seien, ha\jng is 
many manercs And herfore J>is gospel sei[i )iat unjust man 
haji not sich 5)mg and )je goapel of Matliew sei]) ])at hm semef) 
1 robbe ojier mannis goodis, and waste 



; It , for if II 



lejieles he haji hem not, but occupiel> |>ingi! 



to hi 

hem at his will 

]>at ben not hib 

But Cnst Bpeki]> at [le dai of dome of false prestis, Jiat weren 
his enemycB to angelis and seintis in hevene, Jiat ]iei shulden 
brmge hem bifore hem and sle hem m his presence, foi 
(lei shil tie dampned b) Goddis jugement And |>is dampn 
)ng to helle is a manere of sleiing more no)ous J>an bodih 
';Ie}mg \nd seintis shal here juge wij) God \nd jie stone 
of f« gospel telli]), how Crist, whanne he hadde seid jie; 
wordis wente bifore ojier men and stieden' mto [erusalcm 
And ]ns bitokeneji Jiat Jus sentence 1.I if it be scorned here in 
eijie jit It IS kept saf in hevene and la abo\e mannis power 



Of oon Confessor and Bishop. 

[SERMON LXXIX.] 

Vid^k, el vigilak, el orak. — Mark xiii. [33.] 
Pis gospel gaderi]) shortli Jie sentence bifore seid, and tellij) 
how men shal wake, and special! bishopis. First Crist biddi]) 
)>ree Jiingis )>at^ hav hem in ordre ; first, he \i\Mi\ pal ive shal 
see, and after fat uie shal wake, and ))e [iridde tyme l>at we shal 
preie, to contynue J)es two. pe firste is needful to prelatis; for 
rijt as Jie witt of si3t shewij) a man moost wakinge among ojier 
wittis, so stjt of Goddis lawe makij) a man moost wake to 
God. For ])is lawe is bileve, jiat man shulde moost stodie inne. 
Crist biddiji Jiat man shulde see, not vanitees of J« world, ne 
unstable mannis lawe, for bojie ]ies sijtis don harm to men, 
but lawe of Crist )tat is book of liif, and Goddis word, Jesus 






' So E ; A lias )>an. 
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Crist. And so here we ben bodun to eendyn oure firste witt 
at God. For ]« secounde witt, seif) David, |>at he shal heere 
what God spekiji in him ; for he is certeyn of bileve fiat God 
spekif) pees to his peple. And so jif buUis bidden werre, to 
kille men for unknowuti cause, it is ojier not Goddis biddit^, 
or J>e folk is )ie fendis peple. Of fe Jiridde witt seiji Poul, [>at 
he and his felowis ben good smel of Crist to God, for Jiei suen 
Crist in lyvynge. Of ^e fourjie witt seiJi Jie Psalme ; Taste je 
and understonde, how }iat Jie Lord is swete^, and ojier worldli 
[lingis ben bittere ; for al jif ])ei semen swete first, j)e laste of 
hem is bittere as wormod. For \e fifte witt, sei)i Crist; Take 
my 5oke upon jou, and lerne of me ];es two lessouns, }iat Y am 
mylde and raeke of hert ; for my joke is swete and softe, and 
my charge is lijt ynow;, siji it drawi]) men upward, and putti]) 
not down to belle. And so shtilde we wake wel, and reste 
])es fyve wittis in God ; for if a man have al bileve )iat Goddis 
lawe techij) ouwher ', but 3if he wake in cliarite, al sijt of fiis 
man is nou;t. And Jierfore biddij> \c secound word fat we 
shulen algatis wake to God. And, for we mai not laste in 
|>is, but jif God contynue his grace, lierfore ("e Jiridde word 
biddi)) Jiat for fis grace we shulden preie. But, for jie secounde 
word of wakinge is ful nedeful here to men, and wakinge is 
loosing of wittis, to perseyve l>ings present, and it is told of 
sijt and heering », of of>er |)ree wittis were to speke. 

And first of smelling of a man, more spiritual ])an ofier two, 
as Jie nose is more hi^er in \q heed Jian is Jie tunge. It is speche 
of holi writt, jiat name Jiat man haji in J)is lyf to )ie jugement of 
God is smeling of jiat man ; and so sum men ben good smelling 
and sum men stinking to God. And Jjus sei|i Foul, for he was 
certeyn Jiat )iei sueden Crist in lyvynge, fiat ]>ei weren a good 
odour of Crist to God for her liif ; for as we shulden be mem- 
bris of Crist, so we shulden be odours of Crist. And so we 
shulden sue Crist here in al oure manere of lyvynge ; and ;if we 
lyven a contrarie lyf, and go fro Crist spirituali, we ben stink- 
ing bifore God bi synne aiid ypocrisie, for |iat synne stinki|i 
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moost bifore God of alle o])er. And so, jif Jiat hi^e prelatis 
taken fie fame of good name, and gon fro ]ie weie of Crist, no 
man slynki|; more ]>an Jiei. And herfore ofte God heerij> not 
jie preier of ]ie comune peple, for Jjc liif of her prelate is so 
stinking bifore God. And [lUS speki)) Goddis lawe, (lat God 
smellide brent tijies, for devocioun of hem ])at offriden smeUide 
wel unto God ; and Jms preie)» David jiat his preier stretche to 
God as incense. But stinke unto men, as Goddis children 
stonke lo Pharao, is not moche for to dee, but stinkinge to 
Goddis jugement; and ]ius wake we in Jiis witt t>at al oure liif 
smelle wel to God, for alle [lat slepyn in synne ben stynkinge 
bifore God. 

pe secounde witt of jies Jiree, is tastinge of mannis tonge ; 
and bi mannis speche mai we wite who tastif) of Goddis 
sweetnesse, for jiat man hajj delite to speke of God and his 
lawe. And o)ier men ben in feveris, and fasten not of Goddis 
word, but it seine|i bitter to hem, for her tast is turned amys; 
and Jies moten be goostli heelid, as )jei heelen men of feveris. 
And deedli signe of sich syk men is ]>at hem wanti|; appetit of 
Goddis word, jiat shulde be her food and lyf, as Goddis lawe 
techiji. And herfore techi]> Seint Petre, ])at jif ony man speke, 
loke jiat he speke Goddis wordis ; and bi jiis tokene he is hool, 
Here mai we see how mannis lawis hav distemperid kynde of 
men, and turned hem into swyn [lat |>ei savere not Goddis 
word. 

pe Jiridde witt is felynge, \sA is everywhere in Jw bodi, bojie 
above and bene|>e, for it is so nedeful; and herfore haji kynde 
ordeyned his instrument bi al )>e bodi, al jif it take roote of Jie 
herte, in which is jugement of taist. And it is ful nedeful to 
fede mennis bodi in mesure, for )>e bodi serve]> to )ie soule, and 
is horse to it in many goode workes. And {lus all Jies jiree 
wittis ben more fleishli jian jies ojier two, and moven man 
unevenli to glotonye and lecherie ; and herfore jie fend tempti|f 
algalis bi Jiis jiridde witt, as he temptide Adam and Eve to ete 
of Jiing jiat God forbad. And 5if we jienken on Jiat state, and 
how we shulden ever sue God, and how exces and defaute in 
|>e feding of oure fleish, whanne it passj]> good resoun, 
smacchifi synne ajens God, it is ful hard in )iis liif to kepe 
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Cristis Chirche, and not bi chesing of man and juriadiccioim 
(lat is now usid. 

But it is drede now fat prestis kepen dritt and vanite, 
and to [lis is her entent ; and herto Jiei shapen lawis. For 
]je iawe fat Crist haji jovun, and fe chesinge Jiat he ha)i 
chosen, were ynowj to governe his Chirche wijioulen lawis 
now maad. And office for to preche )ie gospel, wiji few ojier 
sacramentis, weren service li3t and ynowj to siche preestis 
for to kepe ; and [jIs diden Petre and Poule and ojier apostlis 
everychon. pei strjven not for mannis choise, ne for juris- 
diccioun, for jit was not Jie Churche dowid, for to take )ies 
worldli goodis, but for to take mede of Crist for good kepinge 
of his Chirche. And not al oonli siche preestis have keping of 
Cristis Chirche, but kingis and princis of j)is world, as Vsidere 
beri)) witnesse ». And so ech man )iat God jyveji power and 
witt for to knowe his wille, shulden, after her power and witt, 
profile to Cristis Churche ; for God wole ])is streitli at domes dai 
of alle siche men. For God haji jovun Jiese men siche power 
to serve God fus in er)ie; and to profile to her modir hoU 
Churche f>at fei shulde hclpe. And ])is bond is streite ynow5, 
aJ jif man made noon ojier bond, for ]iis bindifi ech man to 
profile to his modir. What nede is it to make newe bondis, )ie 
which done more harm Jian good, and man can neijier kjtte ne 
loose, but if God telle hem speciali. 

And herfore biddip Crist men wake, and speciali for )iis 



' I am again indebted to the kind- 
ness of Professor Stubbs for point- 
ing out to me the curious passage to 
which the text probably refers. It 
is in the Sinleniiae of Isidore, Bishop 
of Seville, lib. iii. cap, li, and is so 
interesting in itself, that I quote it 
at some length : — ' Principes seculi 
noniiunquam intia Ecclesiam po- 
testa.tis Bjleptae culmina tenent : ut 
per eandem potestatem disciplinam 
Ecclesiasticam muniant. Ceterum in- 
tra Ecclesiam ^testates necessariae 
non e sei i ut, quod non prae- 

ale sacerdo efficere per doctiinae 
I estas hoc imperet per 
Torem. Saepe per reg- 
n celeste regnum pro- 



ficit. ut qui intra Ecclesiam posili 
contra fidem et disciplinam Ecclesiae 
agunt, rigoie principum conteran- 
tur ; ipsamque discipHnajii quajn Ec- 
clesiae humilitas exercere non prae- 
valet, cervicibus superborutu poteslas 
principalis imponat; el ut venera- 
tionem mereatur, virtute poteslalis 
impertiat. — Cognoscant principes 
saeculi Deo debere se rationem red- 
dere propter Ecclesiam, quam a 
Chrislo tuendam suscipiunt. Nam, 
sive augeatur pax et disdplina Ec- 
clesiae per fideles principes, sive sol- 
vatur; ille ab eis rationem exiget, 
qui eoium polestati suam Ecclesiam 
credidit.' 
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cause ■.—/or pei witen not whanne pe lord of pis house skal 
come, in tyme of meiiiiis de]), ne in tyme of his laste 
dome. And fianne he shal speke in [lis cause moost sharpli 
of alle o|)er. For ])is cause he chargijj moost ; siji he 
loveji more his Chirche |ian ony persone Jierof, and bad alle 
to worshipe j>is naodir bojie in fe olde lawe and in Jie newe. 
And, for God shal come privyli to Jies two jugementis at un- 
knowinge of men, ferfore he is seid to come on pe ny^t. A nyjt 
is partid in foure houres ; as evmynge and mydnyi,i, cockis cr {Tw- 
inge and morminynge; and alle |jes houres ben unknowun. For 
if we departe our !if to our de|i in foure houris, or tyme to |ie 
iaste dome in four houris, evene to hemsilf, we witen never 
how ny; or ferre is [le comynge of (lis Lord. And algatis, jif 
we wole be saved, we moten waken fro synne, so ]iat we be not 
foundun lianne on deed sleep. For ])e trumpe shal waken us, 
oujier fo blisse or to peyne. And \>is Lord shal dampne alle \o 
)fat he shal fanne fynde sleping ; for ech man }iat shal be saved 
shal be clene at |fe dai of dome. And |>us Crist spekifi general!, 
to printe jiis love in alle mennis hertis; Pat ping pat Y seie to 
^ou, y seie to alle,— wake y. 



Pe Gospel of oon Confessor and Doctotjr. 
[SERMON LXXX.] 

Vos esh's^ sal lerre. — Matt, v, [13.] 
pis gospel is seid of Cnst as it seme)) to man; men to alle 
Jio Jiat he 5>\e}i witt to profile to his Churche But it ib seid 
speciali to bishopii and to confessouri'; and to techeris of 
Goddis lawe for to alle Jies God 3>\e]> salt And Cnst tellij) 
to alle siche what office {>at |»ei shal ha\e and whanne Jiei fade 
in her office and what wise )>ei shal be punished First sei> 
Crist to Jjes servintis y itn sill of pe erPe And yfpe salt 
vanishe awey, in what ping shalpe erpe be saltid? p/V salt is not 
worp after hut to be caskn out and be defoulid of men, f)at shulden 
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lake hede to |iis salt, pis salt of J>e erjie ben techeris jie whiche 
bi ]je lawe of Crist speken sharplJ fo men, and tellen hem Jier 
defautis. J)is Jiei done to erjieli men whanne God nibbijf \y 
hem his lawe. We shal first wite |>e kynde of salt, and si|> 
what properties it ha[). And bi fis mai we wite where men 
jiat comen as apostlis done Jie ofiice of her stat, or ellis ]»ei 
failen of her ofiice. Clerkis seien Jiat salt is maad of gravel 
and of water, wiji hete of Jie sonne or of fier, and maad hard 
wi)) blast of Jie wynd. And by Aristotlis reule it is dissolved 
bi }ie contrarie ^. And so cold jiing and moist dissolvyji salt, 
si[j bote Jiing and drie maki]> it hard, pes disciplis ben made 
salt, |)at sum tyme weren unstable as gravel, bi j)e water of bap- 
tem, and hete of charite, and wynd of ]ie Holi Goost, to savore 
men as salt doiji. And Jies ben maad whittere Jian snow fro 
Jie blaknes of her synne. And kynde of water saddid in hem 
bitokenejf )ie stable witt of God. And ]ms, for Goddis lawe 
command!]) in offringe to be devocion and hete of charite, 
jierwiji Goddis lawe biddi]), in figure of ftis, in ech offringe to 
be salt offrid. And ])us shulden doctours teche ("e peple how 
Jiei shulden lyv to God, and how ])ei shulden do here aimes. 
For jif coveitouse men rubben to hem, Jtei ben not salt but 
cold water. 

Many propirleis ben of salt, and to telle few here is 
ynow;. O propirte of salt is )>at it maki|> fleish drie and 
kepiji it fro rotting and fro stinkinge and fro wormes. So 
prestis, bi Goddis wordis, shulden have hem to fleishli men. 
pei shulden drie hem from lecherie, and kepe hem from yvel : 
conscience, and fro stynking of synne, and {>anne |jei hav 
Jie kynde of salt. And jius salt makiji mete savory, and salt ! 
makiji ]>e erJie bareyne, and salt heli|> fleishli woundis whanne i 
it is stoppid in hem. Bi Jies Jire propirtees of salt shulden i 
doctours worchen in fleishli men, and avoide hem fro ivel ! 
workis, and make hem bareyne fro fleishli dedis. And Jiei 
shulden savore Goddis wordis, and declare hem bi resoun, | 
and pronounce hem to jie peple, as Jies wordis wolden plese \ 
to hem. And J>us depe woundis in man Jiat weren groundid ' 

■ -vSfv Soitf! flfia -ri haftSa iriRix'"^'- Cnteg. 6, i8; compare Topi- j 
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in old synne shulden be heelid bi virtue of God, And S)antie 
men kepten [le kynde of salt, and failing in ony of ))es wolde 
make fallinge in cure salt. 

And Jius mai men wite wher bishopis or o[ier prechours to 
|)e peple failen in )iis kynde of salt, or ellis done treuli her 
office. Crist techit) jiat yi [lei failkn \ti shal be cast out, and 
defotilid of men, and to Jies two ben \t\ wor[ii. And jjis shal 
be at [« last dome, whanne ]>ese false men shal be cast out 
into )>e fier of helle and to be defoulid of many men. But, as 
many [lenken, sich men shulden be punishid here, and be put 
out of her office and be defoulid of ojier men. pus Jie wise kyng 
Salomon tretede )ie hije preest of his fadir. For sif) lordis 
shulden reuie Cristis Chirche, and Jies don so moche harm 
jierto, a greet charite were it in lordis to put doun J^es Goddis 
enemyes, and bi forme of Goddis lawe to maken hem serve 
in her office. And }iis is oon }ie moste defaute Jiat rengneji 
now in ])e Chirche. pese prelatis jiat shulden be salt and 
make Goddis lawe savory — for, as Seint Poul techiji, oure 
word shulde be savorid wiji salt — }iei ben now fresh brotel' 
and stinkjnge, and tumid al fro )>e kynde of salt, and wiJi 
stinkinge wordis and lawe Jiei maken Goddis lawe unsavery. 
And goodis put in preestis possessioun is rote of al ];is synne ; 
for Jiei woiden ellis be stable as salt and savoren her word and 
stonde Jierbi, and suffre for Goddis lawe Ag\, and distrie Jie 
fendis lawe. But now fei ben fresh as foolis and wanten witt 
and charite. And herfore [>e charite of many wexiji cold, as 
Crist ha> told. 

pe secound word of j)is gospel seijt to jies Cristis disciplis : 
y ben Ir^t of pe world. And foure propirtees ben in 1151, |»at 
shulden acorde to fiese techeris; and {anne Crist sei[> soJ> 
of hem as he dide of his aposflis. pe first propirte of lijt 
stondi)i in ))is ])ing, Jiat among bodili qualitees lijt is more 
spiritual, pe secounde propirte of lijt stondi)i in |>is jiing, fiat 
among bodili formes lijt is moost general, for it bringifi for)) 
alle >ing fat growef here in er|>e. pe fridde propirte of list 
stondif in fis, Jiat in al his worchinge it worchiji bi ordre ; for 
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reule of fie ^ hije kynd ledi|) lijt ever, pe four]) propirte of li3t 
stondij) in jiis, ))at among ojier qualitees it confortiji more man ; 
for a man kyndeli hidousiji derknesse and is gladid bi lijt as 
cure witt teiliji. As anentis (le firste propirte prelatis shulde 
be spiritual, and holden hem paied of litil bodili goodis ; for 
so dide Crist and Baptist and ojier apostlis; but now [lei axen 
worldli fare in fode and aray. As anentis ]>e secounde pro- 
pirtee, prelatis shulden be comuii and profile to alle men, and 
acorde wi]> hem in goode, and be to alle aiie jiingis, as Seint 
Poul was. For he shulde grutche ajens noujt but |jat Jiat 
smacchi]> sjTuie. After fe ])ridde propirte prelatis shulden 
worche wiseli, now prechinge, now preiynge, now wel lyvynge. 
And what liif ever J)ei lyveden shulde " profile to jie Chirche, 
and wher ])ei myjten more profite, more {lei shulden worche. 
After [le fourfie propirte a prelat shulde 3yve confort to lyve 
after Crist, and fle derkenes of synne, and nevere speke of peyne 
but for (lis entent, to make men fle synne and jyve hem to 
virtues. And al [le lif of prelatis shulde so ne counfort to |je 
peple. And shortii, no|)ing falliji to Jie reule of preestis }iat it 
ne is ensamplid in propirtees of li3t. L t word ^ redili, and 
bo|>e in fair and m foule, and takifi not but be\ng of )fe place 
to which it profit!]). And [lus shulde preit s be 1 5! of ]> s world, 
and gendre witt and charite among men {at |)ei delen wi)i. 

J)e ])ridde tyme lickene)) Crist his clerkea to a cik, and seifi, 
Pat it may not be kid whanne it is sett on a hill. Prelatis shulde 
be a citee and take fleying of Jie contre whanne fiei ben pur- 
sued of her goostli enemyes. Lijt and al maner of fode shulde 
)>is cite hav, ^aX. jif it failide in ])e contre })ere shulden men 
fynde it. Al maner of marchaundise shulde it have to selle, 
and store Jie contre wi|)OUten ony charging; for goostli Jiing 
encresifi whanne it is more usid. And so as Ysaye techijj, )iei 
shulden not chaffere wiji moneie ; but as )iei token freeli of 
God so shulden Jiei jyve freeli. This cite shulde be sett upon 
an hill, {le which hil is Jesus Crist, |)at is hied over ojier hilhs as 
Ysay telli)i. For Crist is fondement and hill and dore bi many 
resouns. And no man shulde lake jiis state but in virtu of 
Crist, lest he be a smoky hill, wyndi, and of yve! wedris, 

' om. E. ' So E; sbiilden, A. 
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JJe four|je liknesse of Cnst is of a h-^t lanternt pal mtn fulk 
on a candehhike tn a dtrk hous,pal men pal comen in sec soone 
hp And, for sich prelatis ben not lijt tn kynde, |)erfore jiei 
ben likned of Crist to a lanteme, and w>ndis of Jus world 
shulden not quenche her lijt pe candilsticke |jat jiei ben mne 
shulde be Cnstis lawe And so jif a prelate implie him wiji 
seculer nedis, he crepi)> undir a bushel and failiji of his lijtyng: 
p« hous IS holi Chirche, to which prelatis shulde profile 
wifouten envie for taking of her li5t And herfore biddiji Crist 
to his disciphb, /<!/ her Iv^t shal shyne tn piesenct of men, pal pci 
see her goodi. Wiorhes, and so pankt God of heiene And here 
mai we see how dowins; of j)c Chirche is not tiujt of Cnst, 
but e\ene Jie contririe of it For bi |«s prestis ben hid under 
)te bushel, and ])e peple sec}) not [>er postlib workes, but workes 
of ])e world. And ]>ei glorifie not God bi Iiem, but preisen 
Jie emperour. And wise men holden him a fool, for he derkide 
|)us ]je Chirche. And, for men myjten seien Jiat Crist cam to 
unbinde jie lawe, and so office of his preeslis shulden chaunge 
fro j)e olde lawe, as Anticristis prestis servennow to Jie world, — 
herfore seij) Crist, pal men shulden nol gesst pal he cam lo louse 
pe Iccive, hul for lo fulfille it. And so as preestis m ]« olde 
lawe weren bisee aboute her bestis, so prestis in Cnstis lawe 
shulden be more spiritual, and lijtne folk bi )ie gospel, and 
bicome profetis. But Jie fend haji turned fiis work al to worldli 
liif, al3if disciplis of I>is worlde shulden have here her blisse. 
And for filling of Jiis law Crist seiji fius: SoPeli, F seie lo jok, 
til pal hevene anderpe passe aweie, an ine a title shal not passe fro 
pe laive Ufore alle pingis ben doone. And f>is word of Crist is 
ajens lawe of Anticrist, for Crist spekij> here of Jie old lawe 
of God, and wole (lat, as ionge tyme as hevene goiji aboute, 
and peple dwellij' here in erjie by chaunging of men, Jie leste 
mandement of God, [isj ' undirstonden bi leste lettre ', ne fe 
leste counseil, or Jie witt of ceremonie, shall not passe fro 
Goddis lawe til )ie dai of dome come. For aljif Anticrist have 
brou5t a lawe Jiat lettiji I>e use " of Goddis lawe, jit [le treuj>e 

1 om. E ; rightly, = So E ; vss, A. 

" Yodh, or iiltit. the smallest Iciler in the Hebrew alphabei. 



,, Google 



SERMONS. 

of Goddis kwe and |)e dette to usen it ksti}) evermore and 
bindiji men ful harde And it is not lijt to unbmde oon of 
Goddis heestis for Cnst bihetiji here pa/ who er d ij> pus 
he skal be clepii I sk tn pis Chttcke wandtrtnge si)i )ie Chirche 
above jugiji him in J>is Cliirche and not of \e Ch rche but to 
be dimpned m hcUe And [iis cleping of ^e Chirrhe above 
mut nedelngis stonle hut defending and ttch nt, of ]« lawe 
of Ood makifi i niwi dep i uf hm j,rete in Jie blisse of 



Of oon Confessour and Abbot. 

[SERMON LXXXI.] 

Nemo accendit lucernam. — Luc. xi. [33.] 
Pis gospel techi)i how ech confessour shulde kepe him, and 
speciali abolis and ])es newe religiouse. But, as it seme|> to 
juste men, Crist telliji litil bi [les ordris, but tellil) ech man of 
his Chirche how he' shal profile ]>erto, and how he shal kepe 
himself in state of salvacioun. First spekiji Crist in figuratife 
speche, and seij) }iat, m man li-^tip a lanterne in derknesse, and 
putlip it in oon of jies two infamous ^ places; neper in hid place^ 
ne undir a bttshel. Ech man shulde be a lanterne lijtid of God. 
pe bodi of J>is lanterne is mannis bodi ; ))e homes of |>is lan- 
terne ben spiritis in man, and \% remanent of his bodi, as fleish 
and boon, ben ojier tres' in which ])is horn is picchid. pe lijt 
in |>is lanterne is mannis soule, and lijtnynge wijiinneforfj is 
witt |>at God jevej) man. pat man putti)> his lanterne in hidd 
place or undir a bushel, |)at lyve)) in worldli bisynes and not 
profite]) to (le Chirche. For God haj> jovun him soule and 
witt, to lijt men here in erjie jiat ben in derknes of synne, as 
ech man shulde lijte to ojiere ; for ech man haji sum knowing 
)>at failij) to anojier man; and so ech man shulde be lanterne 
to lijtne sum men of Goddis hous; and herfore 5eve)f God 
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|>is lijt to lijte sum men in |)is world. And [lanne Jie iijt faili}) 
in ]>is lanterne whanne \e man is deed in bodi. And jif he be 
deed in good workes t>is lanterne is deed in a man. But ri^t 
as lanterne wantiji of himsilf !ijt to shyne wi|iinne or wiJ>out, 
so niannis bodi wantij) of himsilf lijt of liif and of witt. 

And so God biddi)j [lis lanterne to be put on hye en a candil- 
sticke io ^eve men li^l in Goddis kms, and algatis to lijt ))is hous. 
And so ])is candilsticke may be state \2l God approve}) to Jiis ende, 
as sevene candilstickis of gold ben sevene statis of bishopis. 
And, as many men }>enken, alle jies newe religious ben hid bi 
mannis ordenaunce to bere lijt lo Cristis Chirche; for jif a 
man be closid in a cloistre, what profiti]; he, bi Cristis orde- 
nance, to make lijt to his bro)«r fiat felij) not of his profit? 
And |)us closing of \t% cloistres, or hije housis, Jiat men hav 
foundon, is biside Cristis lawe, foundun of prince of Jiis erfie. 
And so alle Jies ben y\'el hid fro profit of holi Chirche. 

And fius speki]) Crist generaU to Cristen men, and sei|>, \)e 
lanlsrne of pi hodi is pin iy. And fiat is on double manere ; for 
sum men hav a simpk iy, and pat eiy li'^Hp al pe bodi ; and yf 
pin eye be ■wayward, ^ke, pi hodi shal be derk. Here is fie lanterne 
clepid, Jie lijt Jiat shulde be in [lis lanterne; for j>is lijt is |>e 
ende wherfore God ha)i maad }>is lanterne. And jif ])is lijt be 
of rijt entent Jianne is fin ije simple ; as men fat wolen profile 
to Cristis Chirche, after Goddis lawe, hav a rijt eije and a 
simple, even after Goddis wiUe. And so a simple jiing is seid 
wijwuten folding fro j>is rijt. And Jie lijt of charite shynefi in 
siche a lanterne ; for as Poul seiji ; — Charite seki)) not his owne 
wynnyng, but how it myjte best profite to many men of [le 
Chirche. But he ha|) a blynd eyje turned aweyward from 
God )>at seki|) more his owne wynnyng }ian profit of Cristis 
Chirche ; and in |)is angle of ];is eije is derknesse fro charite. 
And )ies men wanten hjt of God, jiat shulden shyne rijtU bi 
hem. And but jif Goddis grace worche bi hem, )iei ben derke 
as to merite. And so seij) Crist, fiat simple ije makifi al [le 
bodi shynyng, and i;e )iat is turned amys maki)! jie bodi al derk. 
And Jie bodi may be clepid Jie multitude of mannis workes, or 
mannis liif, [jat is medefu! or sinful bi sich ententis ; for bi [>es 
man ha[i charite or wantijj charite in his workes. And herby 
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mannis lyf is medeful or dampnable bi Goddis lawe. And ]nis 
Jie charite of Crist stretchij. rijtli wijiouten angle, to profit of 
Cristis Chirche, and not to profit of him silf. And Jius Poul 
soujte many mennis profit, and not his owne worldli wyn- 
nyng; for sich entent is algatis derk, and lijt of God goifi 
not [lerby. 

And herfore biddiji Crist to us J>al we shulde see fiat Iv^i in us 
he not derknesse, bi yvel entent; for )ianne it is an yvel li^t. No 
man is here in erjie jiat ne God jeveji him sum lijt: as sum 
knowing and sum entent in coveiting of sum good. And jif 
j)is lijt be rijtful, wif)outen angle of crokidnesse, jianne Goddis 
grace shyne|i vn\ him, and ellis his lijt is derknesse ; for sich 
crokidnesse bringi]) ajen derknesse of mannis liif. And so, yf 
al pi bodi he al shynynge, havynge noo pari of derknesse, it shal 
be shynyng al, and it shal U^ne J>ee as a lanterne of shynyng. 
pes wordis semen superflu and seid of Crist wijiouten witt. 
But it is a5ens bileve to trowe )ms of Cristis wordis ; and [)er- 
fore we shal undirstonde Jiat j)er ben two goodnessis in workes; 
goodnesse in kynde of workes, and goodnesse in vertues. pe 
firste maj be wifiouten Jie secounde, but jie secounde is }>e 
betere; as jif a man bi ypocrisie jyve good to nedi men, [lan 
his jyvyng is good and his work is ful of lilt; but it haji oonli 
li^t of kynde and not lijt of vertues. And Jiis techi) Crist us : 
Jiat jif al Jie bodi of oure workes be shynyng bi lijt in kynde, 
and hav noo part of derknesse, nei)ier in kynde ne in vertues, 
JKinne it shal be al l^t bi double Hjt of kynde and vertues. 
And |jis secounde lijt of verfues men shulden moche telle bi, 
and fle derknes in vertues, al jif \e\ have lijt in kinde. For' 
God loki]) to }iis secounde lijt, and blessij- men in hevene jier- 
fore ; and for [le first lijt of kynde a man mai he depe dampmed 
in helle : as jif ])0U bi ypocrisie do good to ^\ neijbore, and 
die in [lis ypocrisie, |>ou shall be depe dampned in helle ; and 
for ]iis good Jiat ))0u didist )iou shalt be dampned wijiouten 
ende. And jif fwDU ponishe a man of jie Chirche, for double 
love l>at Jiou hast, bojie to jie Chirche and to [lis man, a! if jiou 
erre in jiis man, supposing J-at he be yvel, and he be good to 
sijt of God, and God excusiji jii ignoraunce for derkness hid 
to jiee ; jit J>ou maist be saif in hevene for jiis yvel werk in his 
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kynde, and goodnesse |>at it ha]f in vertues*. And f«rfore loke 
to >J3 godenesse. And [)us sei|j Crist : \aX jif J>i workes ben 
alle ful of lijt of kynde, and ]K;i have noo derkness of vertues, 
|)anne \f:\ shal be algatis lijt, and lijten |>ee as lanterne of 
shynyng. And ])us ))0U shuldist rijte )ii ije, and aljatis from 
derknes of vertues. And jif [lou have ])es two lijtis, it makiji 
more shynyng to [lee. But algatis have Jiis secounde lijt; for 
wijMjuten it Js nojt medefu!. And herfore seiji Crist here, }iat 
[lis bodi of \\ workes shal lijte Jiee as a lanterne of shynyng 
bi Goddis grace. And (lus, jif we studien wel, j>e3 wordis of 
Crisf, jiat semen imsavery, and rehersid wijiouten witt, ben ful 
of witt )iat men shulde knowe ; sijf mannis entente shulde be 
reulid bi rijtnes of his vertues, and man shulde also be bisie to 
done his workes good in kynde. But rijtnes of ])is o)ier entent 
is algatis nedeful to man, si]> mannis entent moot nedis be 
reulid bi Jje iawe of God, \s.t he do bi charite alle hise workes 
Jiat he doiji. And so blyndenesse of )>e first lijt takiji man 
in excusing ; but blyndnesse of Jie secounde li3t mai no way 
be excusid. But bo|>e J)es blyndenessis shulden be fled; sijj 
Jie firste bring!)) in )ie tojier. 

And blyndenes of J>es newe ordris makiji many men to be 
dampned; si}> Jie state of preestis fiat Crist ordeyned was lijt 
and esi for to knowe, but |)e fend marieji' manye wiji newe 
statis Jjat he brou5t inne ; and he mooveji hem to speke a^ens 
)ie lore fiat Crist hajj taujt. And, for jies derke wordis of Crist 
maken many men to muse, men seken divers weies to undir- 
stonde Cristis wordis :^as sum men seien fiat Crist techifi here, 
fiat jif alle workes of fii liif be, at f>i deft, shynynge by grace, 
f«i shal be shynyng after in hevene, and Igte f>ee as a lanterne 
of brijtnes ; for men shal after be brijt in hevene, moche more 
fianne we wenyn" here. How ever Crist undirstood, we bileve 
f>es wordis ben so)>, and ful of resoun and witt, and knowun to 
hem |)at he wole shewe it. 

' marriii, E. ' wmen, E. 

• ' In kjTlde,' that is, objeclively, pure intention, it may be a good 

the persecution of an innocent man work, and may help to make you 

is an evil work ; but ' in vertues," or ' saif in hevene.' 
subjectively, and by virtue of your 
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i'E Gospel on feestis of many Confessoues. 



[SE RMON LXXXIL] 

Sint lumhivestri praecincti, — Luc. xii. [35.] 

pia gospel techi]> alle men how |>at \&\ shulden lyve to Crist, 

but special! prelatis, Jiat shulden be 1131 to ]>e pep!e. And so, 



for confessours kepten |)! 
fore t>e Chirche redif> jii 
fessouris. First Crist bi 



s lore in her liif bifore ojier men, ])er- 
; gospel whanne men seien of con- 
biddi)) to his disciplis, pat her Imdis be 
girdid bifore, and lanlsrnes brennynge in her hondis, as Pei 
shulden bide her Lord whanne he comep ayn fro hridalis. pes 
lendis [lat Crist speki)t of ben jie fleishli kynde joyned wi|» l>e 
soule. And Jies lendis helpen [)e spirit upon two maneres; and 
for Jies two maneris |fei ben clepid lendis. ]Jis fleish serve]) to 
Jie soule, suffringe as it shulde sufTre, and doinge as it shulde 
do, whanne it is tau^t wel of Jie soule. And Jius sei)i Poul », Jiat 
Crist was in Abrahams lendis. And so Crist techiji here 
chastite, as Gregory sei])'';— but not oonli chastite but alle 
fieishU vertues. pes lendis ben girded bifore, whanne man, 
by discrescioun, drawi}) from his fleish )ie norishment J^rof; 
or chastiseji it, on ojier manere, bifore it falle in synne. Brenn- 
ynge lanternes ben medeful workes )iat men have in her vertue, 
bi whiche )>ei shulden worche ; and, for )ies workes comen bojic 
of bodi and of soule, Jierfore Jiei ben clepid of Crist two 
lanternes, and [lei ben in oure hondis whanne we worchen 
wi)) hem. For it is not ynowj to kepe us fro synnes, but if 
we workcn gode workes bi Jies two lanternes. 

But for Jies hridalis, we shai wite |)at >ei ben taken on many 
maneres; first for jie weddingis jiat Crist is joyned wi)) ]>e 
soule; after for )ie dwellinge J«t Crist dwelliji wi)> l>e soule; 

" Compare Hebrews vii. 10, Gal. " S. Greg. Homilia xiii. ' Lumbos 
iii. 17. The w)iter of the sermon enim praeangimus, cum carnis lux- 
appears to have misunderstood the nriamper continentiam coarctamus.' 
first of these passages. 
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and )je {>ridde for J>e goostli fode |>at soulis ben fed wi)) Crist 
in blisse. And so j>ei ben >ree weddingis fat Crist is weddid 
here ; first whanne he toke mankynde, and made it oo persone 
wi|) liira; after whanne he taki|> his Chirche, and niakil> it oo 
spouse will him ; fie >ridde wedding is particnler, whanne 
Crist takiji oo soule to him. And so Crist is seid to tume 
a^en fro bridalis on two maneris. First, whanne a man is deed 
jiat Crist haji ordeyned to come to bUsse, Crist turnej; ajen to 
his souie from dwelling wi> >e Chirche in hevene. But Crist 
leveji not Jiis Chirche, but on new manere dwelliji wi|f (lis soule. 
But Jianne he must have dwelt bifore, or ellis |fis soule cam 
not bi Jiis state. And so we shulden be liche to men )>at 
abiden Jie comynge of Crist, in tyme of deji, or })e dai of dome. 
And |iis abiding shulde alle men marke, for f>is comyng is 
uncerCein, and fits tyme is perilous ; si]> |>is draajt mot be wel 
drawen 5if oure liif shai oujte profite. Ant! so to lies comyngis 
of Crist shulde ech man make him redi; si|> Crist shal come 
and knocke at doris, and entre to hem fat ben wakinge, and 
redi to resseyve Crist wifouten sleping in synne. And jiis 
Openyng shai be doon anoon, as lijtnyng of sonne ' is in j>e eir. 
And so Crist knockiji at oure doris whanne he techi]) us signes 
of defi, or signe of }>e dai of dome ; but jie laste knockyng is 
sudeyne. Jif a man be redi bifore to dwellen wif Crist wili- 
outen ende, [lanne he opene]) to Crist, sif jiis openyng is redy- 
nesse. And fus seiji Crist ful %o^\\,palJies servaunlis ben blessid 
whtche, whanne Pe Lord comep, he findep pus wakinge. SoPeli, 
Vsets lo y>u,j>atpis Lord shal girde hira, and make hem silk lo 
mete, and passe and mynystre to hem. pe sitting to mete of 
seintis, is confermyng of hem in blisse ; jie passing of Jiis Lord 
bi hem is his shewing to oon and ofer. And al ^if ]>is shewing 
be togidere, 3it her taking is divers; and her diversite is 
signefied bi fis passing of Crist, pis service is lijt to Crist, for 
it is but Cristis shewing of his Godhede, and his manhede, in 
which seintis shal be fed. 

And y/Pis Lord come in pe secounde vigile, and eke in pe pridde, 
andfynde sick redynesse inPes servanUs,ful blessid benPes servantis, 
sif \t\ anoon ben blessid of God. pes [n-e vigiles fat Crist tellif 
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of here, ben Jre wakin^is fro Synne, and algatis fro f)e laste synne 
[lat is )« worste yvel j)at mai be ; and so we preieii in ])e Pater 
noster God to delyvere us fro J>is yvel. pes vigiles ben clepid 
|fre, for fie Holy Trinite, for [wujt of resoun of him, Shulde make 
men to wake wel. And so ech tyme jiat man \y\e\ here is 
departid in jiree parties, and tyme to Jie dai of dome is also de- 
parlid in J)ree ; and, for )« quantite of fies Jiree is uncertein to 
man, Jierfore he shulde ever wake, and )ianne he wakiji jies {"ree 
vigjlis. pe first Jiree haji ech seint, bifore )ie soule go fro )« 
bodi ; |je tojier jre haj) ]je Chirche, bifore ])e dai of dome come. 
And so unknowing of Jies tymes, and knowinge how men 
shulden ever wake, profitij) unfo Goddis children, as done 
alle ["ingis. As Poul sei]) ", bi |iat fiat we knowun not jie 
quantite of ]>es pre tymes, shulden we ever more be in drede 
and ever wake out of synne. 

And |fis lore techij" Crist in a parable to his children. 
pis ping he seip, wite we^ wel Pat yy pe househondt wisle 
what iyme pe^ pee/ wolde come, and stele his goodis, he 
wolde wake warli, and suffre not pis pee/ pus to hreken his 
hous, and spoylen him. It is touchid bifore ^ how [lis 
Jieef is J« fend, jiat doiji al hJs diligence to tempte man whanne 
he shal die. For ech man and a fend ben couplid togider in 
a liste and fijten bojie nijt and dai, and algatis whanne [le fend 
hopi|> to overcome. And so whanne fe nyjt of synne blindijj 
men to knowun hemsilf, )ianne is tyme to Jie fend to fijte fastist' 
wij) his make; for ri;t as nestis in a sunne beem ben wel per- 
ceyved wi]> filjie of man, so synnes ben wel perceyved of a man 
Jiat is in grace, pis Jieef worchiji ever bi disseitis, and fijtijj 
blejieiiest* on nyjtis; and in tyme of mannis deji he enforsi]) 
moost to overcome, for [lis vktorie shal ever laste, on whejier 
side jiat it falle. pis housebondis hous is his bodi, fat his 
soule is kept ynne; and undirmynyng of Jiis hous mai be don 
on two maneres. First, whanne (le fend supposijj |)at a man 
shal die here, he gaderi)i togidere mannis spiritis, and temptiji 
him to mony synnes, as to ire and lecherie, and algatis to dis- 

' It, E. ' So E; om. A. ' fasl, E. ' So E; bltlyerst, A. 

» The passage referred to is ni 
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peire. But blesse we us wiji Jie Trinite, and ]>enken on him in 
Jiis cais ; and ajens Jie firste synne |jenke we mekeli on Goddis 
power, how God is stronger [lan Jie fend, and wijiouten him 
mai we no^t do. And sich Jwu^t of )« Fadir of Hevene 
shulde overcome }ie fend in hour of dejj. Ajens |ie secounde 
synne of [le fend we shulden }>enke on God Jjc Sone, how 
kyndeli he is spouse to us, and boujte us wil> his precious 
blood, and how he mai not parte fro us, but jif oure unkynde- 
nesse be in cause; how fair and good a spouse is Crist, and 
how foul is )ie fend; and bi sich Jjoujiis Crist wolde jeve vertue 
to men to overcome }ie fend, whanne he temptiji man in hour 
of dejj to Jienke on lecherie. Ajens dispeir we shulden jienke 
on goodnesse of ^-e Holy Goost, how oure good God may not 
leeve us, but jif oure folie be in cause ; and jif we hav synned 
nevere so moche, and nevere so longe have leien in synne, 
axe we God mercy in oure foujte, and have we sorewe for Jtis 
synne, and God is redi to forjeve it, how ever Jiat preestis 
fallen.— For fie fend may be awey fro mannis soule, but not 
God; and jie mercy of God is more Jian is envie of fe fend, 
and goodnesse of God is more >an is hate of )« fend. What 
shulde move men to dispeire, si|i ]iei may so li3tli be saif ? 

And nojiing is more in mannis power jian is jioujt of his soule, 
but we mote have alone drede to oure God in Jjis hour ; si) we 
witen )iat olde synne may be so hard [)anne in oure soule, {lat 
we shal not be )>anne in power to ajenstonde tempting of \><i 
fend. For as a jerde mai growe so greet, and be so sdff in his 
strengjie, )iat men shal not wrifie it, Jwuj jiei wolde never so 
fayn, so synne may growe in man, and be so strong in tyme 
of de]j, |>at ri^twisnes of God wole lette man to obeie )>anne 
\ius, to God. pis drede of God shulde we have, and algatis in 
hour of dej) ; and ]iis is a good defence ajens fe fend and dis- 
peir. But jiis mote be alone drede, and hope in ])e love of God; 
how ))at God haji more love jian lie fend hajj envye; for Goddis 
love is wi[>outen ende, but Jtis envie is foul and feble ; and jiis 
envie mai not do but in vertue of Goddis love ; for love ])at 
God lovejj rijtwisnesse makijt overcomyng in ]>is hour. Lord 1 
sif. good God 3evef> us strengjw to love him, and to hope in 
him, and >e fend mai not lette to [lenke on Jjis jiftc of God, 
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what man shxilde dispeire of God, in our ^ [lat God depart! 
soule ? God suffriji ]« fend to have power to haste a ma 
his defi, but gode God wole nevere suffre jiat ne man mai freli 
Jienke on him ; and jif J>is power be for barrid °, synne of man 
is Jie cause, and resouns of ]« fend ben blindid in \>\s matere. 
pe fend puttiji to us grete synnes [lat we have done in work 
and Jiovqt, and for gretenesse of }«s synnes Goddis ri^twisnes 
ha]> hardid us. But Jiis foole shal wel wite how fiat we wolen 
answere here. We graunte mekeli jiat we have synned in 
|>ou5t, and word, and in dede ; but we wite Jiat Goddis grace is 
moche more jian al oure synne. And Jiis fool knowi]> not how 
jiat God ha]> mekid us now, for we felen |>e grace of God, how 
we hopen in his goodnesse, and sorowen for oure synne. And 
jiis )>e fend knowi]) not, but jit Jie fend argueji |>us : algatis sum 
man mote be dampned; but who shulde be dampned, but }jou, 
l>at jfus hast ben unkynde to God? Here we answeren to J'e 
fooi, )?aC he takijj a Jiing )iat is so|i, but how can j)is fend prove 
]>at Goddis rijt wole have me dampned? si)) Y have hope in my 
soule, )>at is hid to ]« fend. And wel Y woot jie fend knowi|) 
not ])is pryvy ordenaunce of God, as he knewe not his owne 
dampnyng, how God shope it to blis of setntis. But 3it Jie fend 
argueji |)at alle jiingis Jiat shal come mut nedis come bi f>e 
ordenance of God, and |ius ])e fend mote have of me a glorious 
victorie. But here we answere to \\& fend, and graunte him [)at 
he iaki|) ; and so he mut nedis be dampned for folie )at he is 
inne; for he travailiji bisili to have victorie of us, but ^it we 
hopen ]>at he shal faile, bi sparclis of grace J>at we felen. And 
wel we witen as bileve, jif jie fend overcome us, it shal not be 
glorious to him, but more to his dampnacioun; for ever ]« 
more harm )iat he doi]), ever jie worse shal he be punishid. 
And so men ("at shal be dampned wif" him shal be ever peyne- 
ful to him, for he shal ever for{>inken (lat he dide so myche 
yvel. And so \& fend, concludid in insolible, shal ever forfiinke 
and like togidere. What man Jiat knowiJ> Jiis foolis castis 
shulde be overcomen wiji Jiis fend, sij? oure good God is so 
nyje, and his mercy is so greet, and folie of Jiis proude fend 
in bostinge of Jiingis Jiat he knowiji not is so stynkinge bifore 
God, and so knowun to Goddis children ? 

' boure, E. ' forbarrid. E. 
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PE Gospel on feestis of manv Confessours. 
[SERMON LXXXIIL] 

Misii Jesus duodecim discipulos. — Matt, x, [g.] 
pis gospel telli]> how preestis shulden traveile in Goddis 
cause, and how kynde Jiat jiei shulden be bofie to God and 
to I'e peple For wordis seid to Cristis disdphs shulden teche 
US preestis how we shulden do, siji we shulden be vikeris of 
hem and ellis Crist bindi]) us bi no lore. And Jtus a prest 
d'impnejt himsilf Jiat seij) )iat Crist spekifi not here to him; 
for he sei]* in a maner jiat be is Jie fendis child. And for his 
unkjndnes Cnst wolde not bidde him do Goddis work, but 
do as j\el as he mai; and Crist |ferafter shal dampne him; 
and ]>is man benji upon him mater of his dispeiring. And ]>is 
shulde moo\e prestis alle to iille jie wordis }iat Crist bad; for 
if J>ei dib] isen [)es wordis, |«i mai dispeire as fendis children. 
And |ius bojie bishopis and freris beren her dispeir vA\ hem, 
and ])is will not be shaken of, but jif J>ei leven ber olde synne, 
and "iuen \& love of Crist [lat he techiji in [)is gospel. 

pis gospel telhjj how, Jesus senle hise twelve duciplis, and 
comandtde htm. Go y not out ajens my bidding in to weie of 
hepene men, and entre y not into cities, ^e which ben of Sama- 
ritans, pese wordis moten be wel undirstondun to )ie witt 
jiat God spekij) hem; for Crist himsilve wente ofte tymes to 
Gentilis and Samaritans; and he biddi)> at his departing }tat 
\ti shulden teche alle folk; and Jius Jies Gentile folk weren 
turned, many moo fian weren of Jewis. And herfore seien 
holi men |>at Crist taujte ordre in preching, how men shulde 
first go to her kyn, and first moove hem to turne to God; and 
jif God telde hem unablite' of her kyn, ]>ei shulden speke to 
o}>er. And to fiis entente dide Crist, and tai^te hise apostiis to 
do. And so nien seien comunii [lat Crist here forbed goinge 
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in to ])e weie of Gentile folk; but he forbed not to go to hem. 
but Crist biddi[) raper go to pe sheep pat perischiden^ of P^ ^ous 
of Israel. And it semejf J>at Jies sheep Jien |fO men }>at shal be 
saif ; for all )ies ben of Goddis hous, and men |iat seen God in 
hevene. And alle Jws weren in point to perishe bifore Cristis 
treujie was teld to hem. To Jies folk shulden men preche ; for 
Cristis word wole florishe in hem, and mede and worship is in 
hevene to men Jiat prechen to J>is peple. Crist had hem go and 
preche pis: — pal Pe kingdom of heveru shulde tieiy. And |>is is 
so)); for Crist shal come to his laste jugement, and rekene 
sharpli wi)i hise, bo)' wi|j servauntis good and yvele. And Crist 
is ofte clepid in )« gospel Jie kingedom of hevene, for he is 
heed. And Jtis bOeve, among ojier, shulde meve men to turne 
to Crist. For love of }iis gode Lord and drede of his ponish- 
inge shulde be two sporis to Cristene men for to drawe in 
Cristis )ok ; but wanting of bileve makiji many men dolle ' 
in {<is. 

And fyve maneres enjoynef) Crist to his prechours for to 
kepe. First, [at pei shal hek sike men, ojwr of bodili sykenesse, 
or Jienvijj of goostli sekenesse. Bo])e Jies hadde Cristis apostlis, 
but we have unne|>e ]« toon; for we have greet grace of God 
jif we heele men fro synne. And we fallen in )iis craft whanne 
we bosten of oure power, and leven Cristis lore, or^ to lyve or 
to preche. pe secound manere [lat we shulden have shulde be, 
to reisen up deed men; and l>is mai be on two maneris. As it 
was seid of [le firste, algatis we shulden traveile to reise up men 
deed bi synne ; for f>is is more Jian f.e firste, and eende wher- 
fore t>e firste is good. And jif we don oure diligence Jjat God 
haji jovun us power to, we mai li3tli do jies two ; for synne is 
Jiicke sowen in londe. pe jiridde cure liat we shulden do, we 
shulden hele leprouse men. And sifi lepre is heresie, a synne 
bi {)e whiche men ben defoulid, we have power to do Jiis wondir, 
jif we worchen after oure power; and oo lepre left unheelid 
mai enblemisshe many folk. And [jus we shulden be diligent 
to worche Jjis wondir in J>e Chirche ; for o leprous mai foule 
a flok, and a flok mai foule a more", pe fo«r(>e work Jiat 
' So E; periebiden, A. ' dtil. E, = ofw, E. 

' A tainted flock may taint a whole moor. 
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preestis shulden do shulde be, ])at pet shulden casle out fendis. 
And |)js we done on betere manere jif we casten out synnes fro 
men; for ech synne ha)i a fend, )iat goijj whanne liis synne 
goifi. But {« fend on two maneres is in diverse men. In 
sum men he is to tempte hem, al if he be not in her soule: 
In sum men he is incorporate, as in men Jiat have synne; 
and in fes soulis |>e fend dwelliji, as who shulde dwelle in his 
house, pe fifte manere Jiat prestis shulden have shulde be 
Jiankful" traveiJinge ; for jif |>ei wolen have )?ank of God, \A 
shulden here fle symonie, and neifier sille her preching ne ot«r 
wcrkes fat Jiei done. And ])is forgeten many men, bojie more 
prestis and lesse; for popis wolen have jie firste fruytis for 
benefices liat )iei jyven, and bishopis an hundrid shillingis for 
halewynge of oo Chirche''; and lordis wolen have longe service 
for o Chirche |)at fei jj'ven, and \\% is wor]> jeer bi jeer moche 
rente or moche moneie. And howevere we speken, God wool 
wel how J)is chaffaringe is maad, pryvyli or apertli ; for God 
knowif al kyn j>ingis, and God biddi]> us do ]>es dedis and 
hope n03te here for hem ; for jif we hopen to be here re- 
wardid oure hope perisht]> to have blisse. 

And wiji j)!S synne hen freris bleckid (lat shapen to preche 
wynnyng here; and herfore [lei prechen \q peple fablis and 
falshede to plesen hem, And in tokene of ]>is chafFare, («» 
beggen after [lat |>ei have prechid; as who seij), jyve me ]>i 
moneie, {lat Y am wor)ii bi my preching. And Jiis chaffare is 
sellinge of preching, however ]iat it be fiorishid. Sojieli preestis 
mai medefulli, after \tx sermouns, etewij) folk; but not calenge 
for her sermouns, neijier bi dette ne bi custome. And herfore 
seien many preestis, Jat no men jiat have cure shal lyve but on 
Goddis part, as on dymes and on offringis; and so bi dene 

» Tliat is, gratuitous. procuration varied, says Gibson, in 

'' This, if ever really exacted, must diiferent dioceses. He had collected 

have been an excessive charge. Ori- scarcely any infonnation on the sub- 



ginally, the bishop was to receive Ject, beyond the single fact that ii 
nothing for consecrating a church ; the time of Archbishop Warham 
hut by degrees the custom crept in (circa 1530) the sum of j£io was 
of allowing a reasonable ' procura- paid for the consecration of three 
tiou,' not for the consecration itself, churches in the diocese of Bath and 
but for the expenses of travelling, Wells, or at the rale of £}, 6s. Sp- 
lodging, &c,, which it entailed on for each consecration. (CWex, Tit, ix, 
the bishop. The amount of this cap, i.) 
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titil of almes shulden ))ei have goodas ^aX ^i have. For jius 
lyvede Crist, hijest pope. What art jiou Jiat wole not Ijve J>u3 f 
wolt ]>oii be gretter J>an Crist ])at is Lord of al Jiis world? Also 
l>is manere is more meedefu! to men jiat shulden fynde (>es 
preestis, and more meke and lesse worldli to prestis jiat shulden 
be susteyned. And so it is on bo|> sidis more vertuous' l>an 
J«s rends now. And Jianne God, wijiouten doute, biddi}i jiat 
])is manere be kept. Who dredij)* [)at ne it is more mede man 
to jeve wel his charite Jian to jyven his worldeli dette which he 
owej) bi worldli lawef And who dredjj> (lat ne it is more 
meke to be paied on Goddis part Jian to calenge bi worldis 
titil more J>an Goddis lawe axijj f For [lis were neer to Pouhs 
reule, )iat preesris shulden be paied of foode and hiliyng wi]>- 
oulen more worldli richesse; and |>anne our titil myjte be 
groundid; and ojier is feyned of ])e fend. Also men my^ten 
bi conscience jyve good men, and take fro truauntis^ betere l>an 
]jei now done. And so jiis were Goddis wille, bi what resoun 
h 1 1 h h dm d offringis of Jie peple jiat lyveji in 

1 d }dl dp fitij) not to jiis peple? Cerds J-is 

f di 1 3j Goddis part to sich men. And so 

mu 1 d d f false jyvynge to alyens ; as to 

p p Ida] d he Antecristis discipUs. pei weren 

al d f J f p uns }iat ben lordis clerkis, J>at lyven 

u 1 kl h d ]> excludid wel of yes Chirches Jiat 

p d jj G dd s part to men which ben of |>e 
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ge noie]i not to man, but jif he 

■olen have anojier titil, and plete 

but ])js is Goddis lawe, however ))e 

uratis shulden not selle no kyn 

1 freeli, and taken ajen almes Jiat 

d never more curse, ne plete for 

b flee sich lawis ])at techen ])is, as 

And Jius preestis shulden lyve 

Ji diden first. And Jius men shulden 

A ' liraiiilis. E. 

n » That is, parishes, the lithes of 

o which were impropriated to monas- 
munities, which then served 
ss from their abbey or priory. 
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wi|idraweii her bond fro freris Jiat beggen whanne ]iei have 
prechid; for Jiei ben coupabk bi consente ]>at jeven hem on 
Jiis manere. For al )iis chaunging shulde be free, )iat man 
shulde do bi Goddis titil 

And jfus Bei|> )>e gospel here, Sip we token /reel: of God we 
shulden freeli ■^yoe to men, for hope of more mede in hevene. 
But here Jie peple shulde be taujt how |>ei shulden freeli )yve 
{lingis t'at ben nedeful to preestis, for tyme J>at J)ei shulden 
serve hem ; for )>us jeve[i God to his servauntis Jting nedeful 
to bis service, and man ^eveji to his bodi ])ing nedeful to serve 
him. And herfore Poul seiji it is litil jif we taken [ling nedeful 
to us. But first, er^ men done symony, J>ei shulden trav^le 
wij) her hondis, or go to anojier peple, or rajier sterve in her 
bodi. But ]fis wolde falle late or never, but jif oure synne be 
in cause. And ]jus men ]ienken Jiat prestis mai take almes of 
her parishis; and go to scole, and gadere hem lore to teche 
hem efte [le wey to hevene ; but ))is is fer fro dwelling of 
lordis^, or from o(ier unhoneste liif, or from wendinge to Rome 
to gete a fattere benefice. Myche ])ing shulden men knowe 
here [lat is hid bi fe fend, and ietti]) service of Cristis Chirche 
Jiat he ordeynede to be done. 



fJE Gospel on Feestis of oon Virgyn and Maktir. 
[SERMON LXXXIV.] 

Simile est regnum caelorum thesauro. — Matt. xiii. [44.] 
pis gospel, in })re parablis, speki]) of vjrgines ; and here men 
reden it, whanne J'ei seien of a virgyn )iat was virgin and martir, 
as was })e heed of virginis. pese Jiree parablis ben jie laste of 
sevene |)at Crist seide togidere in J'e gospel of Mathew. For 
God spake ofle in parablis ; as David propheciede of him, 
and seiji, in Cristis persone, Y shal opene my mouji in parablis 
and shal speke in proposiciouns ]>at weren beyng and hidd at 

' or, E. ' vii\i lordis, E ; which seems the better reading. 
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|ie bigynnynge of ])e world. Parablis on g^ood manere tellen 
many faire treujiis ; and ))us, for many causis, Crist spake ofte 
in parablis. 

pe first parable of }>es jiree is seid |mB of Crist ; pe rewme 
of hevene is like to iresour hid in)>ifeld,pe which, whanne a man 
findifi, hidip ', and for joie perof goip and sdlip al pal he hap, 
and goip and biep pal feld. pe rewme of hevene is ofte taken 
for heed of Jiis rewme, Jiat is Jesus Crist, for he is in manere 
al ]>is rewme, siji Crist is in manere ech part of himsilf. And 
so J« rewme of hevene, of which Crist spekifp here, is Goddis 
word, oure Lord Jesus Crist, pis feld is undirstonden Jie feiji 
of Holi Writt, and Goddis word is hid everywhere in (fis feld ; 
for every part of Holi Writt tellijj Goddis word, — |>e olde law 
in figure, and |fe gospel expressly. Man findiji )iis tresour, 
whanne he takij) J)e feiji of Goddis Sone of hevene, jiat is git 
hid ; for bileve is a Jiing hid to men jiat bOeven, siji bileve is 
a Jiing Jiat men kyndeli seen not. And so sijte of bileve, |»at 
is an hid sijte, is ofte tymes clepid no sijte, but treujie. He 
hidiji Jiis tresour founden in jiis feld jiat kepiji Holi Writt in 
forme of her wordis, and kepijj )ie witt of it in his soule; for 
no man shulde presume to amende Holi Writt, but kepe it in 
|)e fourme |)at God himsilf ha]j jovun it. He goiji for joie and 
silliji alle his goodis to bigge |)is feld, and after to traveile 
lierinnne. He ha]) first joie of |)is foundun tresour, for man 
ha]) moche joie of his ri3C bileve. He sillij) al Jiat he ha]), jiat 
renounsi]" al his er])eli goodis, and jeveji him to Jfoujt and studie 
of Hooli Writt. And Jjus he biggij) ])is feld for erj>eli sub- 
staunce, as prestis, ]>at wolen be pore for to be Cristis disciplis, 
and occupien her wittis in wordis of \t gospel. And aljif Jiis 
be wisdom to jugement of God, it is holden foli to men of Jie 
world ; but jugement of God mai no wey faile, and jugement 
of ]ie world is algatis fals and failinge. And so ])is chaffare of 
t>is feeld is wlys " and profitable ; for rofis of bileve hid in jiis 
feld springen out into erbis and wel-smelUnge flouris. And ))is 
susteyne]) ])e Chirche here, and bringiji it to blis; and ojier 
worldli profilees ben noujt to Jiis profile. And ])us shutden 
; render, 'whichc a man 
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bishopis and prelatis chaffaren, and sCudie in Holi Writt, and 
leeve worldli richesses, and J>anne J>ei mijten be doctours and 
disciplis of Crist. 

pe secounde parable of Crist is seid in [les wordis; £fl 
soompe rewme o/hevene is liche lo a man marchauitd pal sou^ie 
good margaritees, and whanne he kadde foundun oon presciouse 
margarik, he wen/e mi and sdde al pat he hadde, and dotq/e 
pis margarite. pe rewme of hevene is clepid here )«; Chirche, 
waundringe after Crist ; for Crist, heed of al Jie Chirche, bigan 
])e newe Testament; and fadirs of Jiis Jawe, wi|> vertues of 
Crist, mai be clepid here \e kyngdom of hevene. pis man Jiat 
chaffare]> here is clepid ech man )iat conii)) to Goddis lawe and 
lyve)) jierafter. pes margaritees ben treufiis foundun in Goddis 
law : pis o margarite is Goddis word, treufie of alle treu})is, 
oure Lord Jesus Crist, and \t same tresonr )iat was bifore 
foundun. Clerkis seien Jiat margarites ben prescious stones 
foundun in Jie see wijiinne shelleiishe ; and J>ei ben on two 
maneres: sum hoolid' and sum hool. And margaritis ben 
a cordial medecine, and ])ei maken faire mennis atire, and 
conforten mennis hertis. pis oo margarite is oure Lord Jesus 
Crist, foundun in tribulacioun of see of pis world ; and o)jer 
margarites ben lymes of Crist, foundun in shellis of smale se^ 
fishes, pe manheed of Crist is a margarite Jiat worshipijt his 
Chirche and confortijt mennis hertis. pe shelle of ]iis fishe is 
bodi of Crist, (lat was stable and Stef ' in all his temptaciouns. 
And he wijt his martiris weren hoolid margarites. And so 
Crist, bi his two kyndis, is o margarite, bolid and unholid ; 
for Cristis Godheed mijte not be hoolid; but his manheed 
was hoolid, as shewen his fyve woundis. And to bigge jiis 
margarite many seintis han travelled in ]ie state of grace, and 
bicamen ful herty; for Jiis medecine of margarites haf> con- 
fortid alle martiris, and made hem herty for to die for }ie love 
of treujie. Confessouris and virgynes ben maad faire bi }iis mar- 
garite, and ech state of men Jiat shal be saaf in hevene. Alle 
fes men seUen her goodis, as we have seid bifore, and bien [lis 
margarite wi])0uten any chaunging, For, as Ysay seit", sich 

' Mide, E. ' see, E. = stiffe. E. 
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men bieii, wijiouten silver and wijiout chaimging, bo]i wyn 
and mylk. For men ]iat chaffaren wi}) God and bien hem 
hevene lesen not ]>at ^\ jyven, but hav alle Jiingis betere ])at^ 
])ei hadden bifore, and bi a stabler titel. 

Pe t>ridde parable fat Crist tellijj is told in [les wordis : E/l 
soone pe rewme of hevene is liehe to a net sent in to fie see, and 
gaderznge in him aUe maner of fishe ; pe which net, whanne it 
was fillid, pei pat ledden it out, \_and\ « sitting bi pe hrinke, 
chesiden good fishes in to her vessilis, and setiten out yvel fishes. 
So skal it be in eendinge of pis world ; angels shal wende out and 
shal departeyvel men fro juste men, and shal sende yvel men in 
to pe chymeney of fier ; per shal be wepinge and gnashing of tep^. 
And after Crist axip hem where pei undirsionden alle pes pingis, 
and Pei seiden, ^he. And Crist seide to hem, perfore, ech tau^t 
writers in pe rewme of hevene is liehe to an housebonde man pat 
bringipforp of his Iresour bope newe pingis and olde. 

pis rewme of hevene is Jiis fi3tinge Chirche, sent into }« see 
of Jiis world. And Jiis Chirche hajj lawis knyttide togidere; 
and in Jie myddis )>erof is Crist, a blessid wormb^ j^t alle 
men coveiten kjTideli, And so alle maner of men ben 
gaderid into Cristis Chirche; but on two maners ben men 
in }iis Chirche, Sum men ben in ]>is Chirche, and eke of 
j)is Chirche; and \es men mai not wende out of ]iis nette. 
And oj'er men ben oonli in J>is Chirche and not of jiis 
Chirche, and ])es men wenden out; and in figure herof, 
Petre fisshide twyes; firste bifore Cristis de(i, and lianne 
his net was broken ; and eft after Cristis de)i, and toke many 
grete fishes; and aljif jiei weren so many, |)e net was not 
broken. For alle |fes men fiat God ha)> ordeyned to hevene, 
mai not wend out of )« nett )>at is of Goddis lawis, siji {)ei 
moten holde hem in fie bondis of ])e ten comandementis. 
And so Crist takij) in his Chirche two manere of juste men. 
Sura men jiat he ordeyne]) ever to be in blisse, and [les mai not 

' tan, E. ' «e|., E. 

» The construction requires the tynge bysidis lie brynke, chesiden, 

omission of the conjunction, which &c.' 

however is found both in A and ^ The ' worm ' must signify here 

E. The earlier Wyclifiite version the bait that is put in the net to 

renders, 'men ledynge out, and sit- attract the fish. 
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be dampned for strengjie of Goddis ordenaunce. And sum 
men ben in Cristis Chirche juste for a tyme, ["at fallen fro 
Cristis Chirche for her owne folic, siji )iei breken Goddis heestis, 
and lasten ever [lus unkynde. But J>es fishes gon not but 
wilfiJli out of Goddis net. But jiis net is nevere ful bifore jiat 
men ben in ]je Chirche, as many as God wole have saved, wiji 
o()er |iat he wole have dampned. Aungels of hevene ben Jio 
}>at sitten on |>e banke and drawun Jiis nett in fe see of Jiis 
world, and bringen hem to Crist at Jie daieof doom. And so 
jiis fishinge lastiji in tyme of boj>e lawis ; but {>es angels de- 
parten yvel men fro Juste men ; and bringen juste men to 
hevene, and senden yvel men to helle. And |)us dwellingis in 
hevene for dyverse holi men ben diverse vesselis into which 
|)ei ben takun. And ])e chemyney of fier is [le fier of helle ; 
for alle sich manere of fier, glowing of ])ikke mater, shal be 
closid in helle at \t daie of dome. And how jiis shal be fiUid 
!« gospel telli)) after, pe weping ])at shal be in helle is sorewe 
jiat dampned men aha! have ; and gnashing of her tee|j is harm 
of her lesing ; and |jis is more peyne [lan Jie firste is. 

Alle {>es ])ingis undirstonden Cristis disciplis; for oure good 
maJstre taujte hem more speciali. And herfore ech bishop 
and ech curate in ft Chirche shulde cunne j'is lessoun, to teche 
it to Jie peple. For at Jie dai of dome ]jes uncunnynge prelatis 
|>at can not |iis lore shal be unknowun for to come to blisse ; 
and jjerfore we shulden oujier denye for to be prelatis, or, 5if 
we ben prelatis, we shulden cunne Goddis lawe, and preche 
it to (>e peple, jif we wolen come to hevene. And ])us sei|> 
Crist of sich goode prelatis, liat herfore ech writere, tau^t )ius 
of God, is liche to an housebonde man jiat ordeyne]> for his 
hous ; siji a prelate shulde more ordeyne for goostii fode fan 
an housebonde shulde ordeyne for bodili fode to his folk. 
And as jiis ordeyning is betere, for jie soule passi)> l>e bodi, 
so |>is defaute of goostii foode is more dampnable bifore God. 
And }ies prelatis ben not writeris }iat ben taujt of God, for 
neijier f>ei ben writun in }« book of liif, neijier )iei can write 
vertues in mannis soule. And so ^es doumbe men ben not 
writeris in fe rewme of hevene, but ra|>er doumbe foolis in fie 
rewme of helle ; for as Jie fend is a. king, so he haji a rewme ; 

WYCLIF. 
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and alle men [lat shal be dampned mai be clepid |>e rewme of 
helle. And }ies ben rewme of fie fend, si)j he is }ier aljier-kyng. 
But, as a good housebonde serve]) his mcynfe wi|> olde frayte 
and wiji newe, )>at ben of two jeris, so a good prelate, Jiat 
shulde teche his peple, shulde cunne two Goddis lawis, and 
how }iei acorden togider, and ieche his peple, and knowe two 
weies ^ to go Jie weye of bevene, and flee Jie weie of helle, and 
cast out now ]>o ritis of Jie olde lawe. But mandenientis of 
jie olde lawe ben evermore newe ; and, in tokene herof, 
a bishop ha]f a mytre }>at ha|i two homes, oon behinde and 
anojier bifore ; and ])es two homes bitokenen Jiat ])ei cunnen 
two Goddis lawis ; and jif |>ei tokene falsly. he is a fals prelate, 
and an horned devyl to be dampned in helle. 



Of a VlRGVN AND NOT MARTIR. 

[SERMON LXXXV.] 

Smile esl regnum coelorum decern, virginibus. — Matt. xxv. [i.] 
pis laste sermoun of |ie Comoun is red in two manere of 
festis : — in feste of o virgine, not martir, and in festis of many 
virgins ; — and it telli)! j)e state of ])e Chirche, bojie now, and at 
jie daie of dome ; and speciali bi Jiis part |>al shulde quyke jie 
toJ)er half For, rijt as a man is maad bolie of bodi and of 
soule, so ])is Chirche shulde be maad of actyves and con- 
templatyves. And, for ]>i3 spiritual part shulde be more worfii 
jian Jie tojier, as jie soule is betere [lan )ie bodi, Jierfore it haji 
name of al J>e Chirche. Crist seij- ]>us at |fe bigynnynge: — 
P^ rewme of hevene is like to ten virginis, pe which token her 
lampis, andwente^ out ayns pe spouse and his wyf; but fyve of 
hem. were foolis, and fyve of hem weren ware. But pe fyne foolis 
token her lampis, hut pet token not oiU wip hem : pes oper fyve 
War virginis token oik in her vesselis wip her lampis. 

pis rewme of hevene is })is Chirche : |>es ten virginis ben ])ei 



' and lecht bis pupSc Ituo vieyls. 
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Jiat ben spiritual a& ben prestis and religious and man^ oJ«r 
in |)e Chirche; for as )« soule shulde qujkene {)e bodi so fes 
shulden qnykene ])e actpe part But lios ten \irgnis ben 
partid in two, in five foolia -ind fyve wise AUe \^\ ben vir 
gyns herfore, for Jk.i ben chiit of bodi and kepcn hem from 
outward synnes yxl totu be knowun to sijtc of men And bo|)e 
Jies partis ben in ty^e tor \e wibe sh'il be m he\ene eiere in 
a sercle of blisse as fvve is noumbre in a serclei and ^O: 
tojjer fyve fooKs slial be dampned in helle wijiouten eenie 
And as a sercle ha]> noon eende so shal not pe^ne of )j<,s 
ypocritis. And jus tellifi Crist fair how bojie Jes parti"! ben 
fyve, pis oile ia njt de\ocioun'> fat aJIe }ies ^ rg^ns shulden 
have, pes vesselis of |)e virginis ben ])e jowcrid of her soulis 
for rijt as a vessel holdi]) oiie, so }ie pswer of Jie soule shulde 
holde rijt devocioun in alle )>e workes }iat man doi]). And rijt 
as oile makiji Jie bodi soft, and ever more fletiji above, so 



' Fyvs is noumbre in a sirch. On 
the mysterious virtues and signifi- 
cance supposed by the ancients to 
reside in the number five, the reader 
may. if he cares to do so, consult 
the treatise in Plutarch's Mnralia. 
ntpl Tov £i Tov iy &i\^oii, and Sir 
Thomas Browne's Gardai of Cyrus. 
The relation of five to the circle, and 
also to the sphere, is arrived at in 
two or three ways, Plutarch as- 
cribes to Plato the opinion that if 
there are more worlds than the one 
which we inhabit, there must bejivi. 
neither more nor less ; and that, even 
if there be only one, that one may 
be considered as compounded out of 
five subordinate worlds,^ — the four 
elements, and the sky, or hfth essence, 
' to which alone,' he says, ' amongst 
all bodies, the property of revolving 
inacirclenaturalljappertains,' The 
apparent revolution of the celestial 
sphere round the earth is evidently 
intended. Again, Sir Thomas Browne, 

noticing the sungular frequency of 



many have observed independently) 
upon the very lai^e number of flowers 
which have jfw petals, as if that was 



the simplest and most fundamental 
division of a circle into sectors. 
' Five-leaved flowers arc commonly 
disposed drcolarly about the stylus, 
according to the higher geometry of 
nature, iJividing a circle by five radii, 
which concur not to make diameters, 
as in quadrilateral and sesangular 
intersections.' (Garden of Cyrus, p. 
526, ed. Bohn.) The next para- 
graph begins, — 'Now the number 
of five is remarkable in every circle,' 
but as I cannot understand the rea- 
soning which follows, I forbear to 
quoie it. In a curious statement 

S noted by the editor of Browne 
om Mr. Colebrooke, it is clearly 
shown that the simplest distribution 
of groups of objects round a central 
and interior group is a quinary ar- 
rangement, while at the same time, 
when the groups come to be mul- 
tiplied indefinitely, it is necessarily 
spheroidal. The reader will remem- 
ber also the quinary grouping of 
animals by Mr. Macleay, once so 
famous, and the remarkable vindi- 
cation of the theory in the VtsUges of 
the Natural History oftbt Creatiaa. 
^ See p. 347, note A. 
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devocioTin of men makiji hem soft in her traveile, and makijj 
hem ever more lijt to bisie hem for hevenli bUsse. pes lampis 
ben goode workes in kynde, jiat bo) )ies partis of virgins done ; 
but \es lampis brennen not ne shynen bifore God, but jif jiei 
have rijt devocioun in })e workes [lat (lei done. And as oile 
haj) moche of |)e eir and of [)e fier, wel medlid wif water, so 
men of rijt devocioun han mouche of hevenli jioujtis, and also 
myche of charite. And her tribulacioun semeji litil, and herbi 
ben |)ei li^t and glad to go (lis litil wey. And Jfus Crist, heed 
of [le Chirche, was glad here to renne his' wey; for he hadde 
greet desire to suff're peyne for mannis kynde. And so of his 
oile shulden we take part in goinge of oure traveilous weie. 
pes fyve foolis hadden lampis, but ]>ei hadden noon oile wi]j 
hem; for many men in ])is lyf, bojie oon and ojier, don myche 
good; but hem wanti|> rijt devocioun, bi which Jiei shulden go 
lijt to hevene. For al oure traveile here in er)ie shulde be don 
for [lis ende; to meete wiji Crist and his Chirche rijth at Jie 
dai of dome. And Jie Chirche Jiat comeji from hevene wiJi 
Crist at ])e dai of dome is clepid ]« wif of Jesus Crist ; for [lei 
ben weddid ever togidere. 

It were for to telle here how devocioun wantii? in clerkis ; 
as popis taken Jier stat here for a foule devocioun, to be wor- 
shipid in [lis world and have moche of worldli lordshipe. And 
so done {)es cardinalis and Jies bishopis also. Curatis taken 
benefices for Jie same cause, but lesse ; and preestis taken her 
ordris for devocioun of ten mark a ; religioi 



.t the ti 



his £ic 



ite took orders for 
The passage is of 
some importance, as showing that, 
in spite of the efforts both of the 
court and the bishops to keep down 
the salaries of priests, the average 
late of pay to a wooing priest, 
(the passaga has nothing to do with 
the parsons of livings,) in the reign 
of Richard II, was ten marks, or 
^£6 1 3s. 4J, per annum. It may be 
as well to take this opportunity of 
putting together a few particulars 



respecting the salaries of non-bene- 
ficed clerks in England between the 
thirteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

A constitution of Stephen Lang- 
ton, dated in laii, thus regulates 
the pay of vicars perpetual :— 

' Statuimns, ut vicario perpetuo ad 
minus reditus quinque ^blrcarum as- 
signentuT, qui scilicet pro qninque 
Marcis solet dari ad Firraam ; nisi 

forte in illis partibiis Walliae sit ' 

where the parish is loo poor to 
afford so high a stipend. 

Five marks then were esteemed a 
competent salary in the early part of 
the reign of Henry III. Nearly a 
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for devocioun of her bely; and many freris taken her stait to 
\yve luslli in [lis world, for ellis [lei shulden be laborers, and 
lyve hard lyf in lewid stait. And so devocioun of clerkis, 
fro Jie firste to (le laste, is studie of avarice, and no treive devo- 
cioun ; and so freris, in her sfatis, wanten n^t devocioun ; for 
j)ei taken not her degres, neifier in scole, ne in office, for 05! 
devocioun to renne }ie weie Jiat Crist haji taujt. And [lei wolen 
not be confessours, — special! of lordts and ladies, — for Jie 
devocioun jiat )iei have for to make her soulis clene, but for 
devocioun of worldli likyng, j)at )iei taken wif |fes folk, (for |)Us 
fei ben exempt from cloistre and from risyng at mydnyjt, and 
fro fastinge in her fraitour ' ", and ojier workes of obedience,) and 

' fieylor, E. 
century and s. half kCer the standard 
had varied but very Utile. 



stitution of 136a Archbishop Islep 
ordains that a priest simply cele- 
brating ' annals," Or masses by the 
year, for the repose of derarted 
souls, shall be satisfied with five 
marks a year, but ttiat if he have 
also cure of souls, he shall receive 
six marks. Following up this con- 
stitution, the act of 36 Edw. Ill 
(1363) prohibits under penalties any 
layman from paying more than five 
marks a year to a priest residing in 
his house, and having no cure of 

The next f5fty years witness a 
rapid change in the value of money. 
Archbishop Sudbury orders that the 
stipends which Islep had fixed at five 
and six marks, shall for the same 
duties, 'on account of the changed 
times,' be raised to seven and eight 
marks respectively. But these were 
doubtless the mimmum rates, and in 
practice more was usually given. 
There is even distinct evidence that 
Itn marts was a customary rate of 
salary for a priest to ask. The act 
of i Henry V (1414), after reciting 
the act of Edw. Ill previously men- 
tioned and setting forth that the 
priests ' which now be ' will not 
serve but for twelve marks, or ten 
maris by year al Ike least, to the 
great damage of the king's liege 
people, enacts that seven and eight 



marks shall be the legal salaries, 
unless by spedal license of the or- 
dinary ; nine marks not to be ex- 
ceeded even in that case. 

But the changing times soon ren- 
dered this statute ineffectual, if it 
was not ineffectual from the outset. 
A constitution of Archbishop Chi- 
chely, dated in 1415, ordains that 
all Ifn-ougb the province of Canter- 
bury the stipends of needy vicars 
shall be augmented as a general rule 
to at least Omlve marks a year, if the 
parish revenues equal that amount. 

The above particulars are found 
in Gibson's Codex Juris Ecclisiasiki 
AagUcani, pp. 748, 755. 93S-9. 

In the province of York the rates 
appear to have been lower. From 
rfe Testataenla Ehoracensia, published 
by the Surtees Society (vol. ii, p. J 18) 
it appears that at York, in the middle 
of the fifteenth century, the customary 
payment in respect of a single mass 
was fourpence. Thus in a will dated 
in 1446 we find — ' Lego ad quinde- 
cim missas pro animi me3 in ecclesia 
Sli Nicholai apud Novum Castrum 
super Tuiam Vs." And the ordinanr 
annual payment at the same period, 
to a priest celebrating masses for 
the repose of souls, was in York- 
sbire seven marks. 

In preparing this note I have been 
greatly assist«l by Professor Stubbs. 

■ Fraitoar, or fnylovr, is a cor- 
ruption of refectorium, in old French, 
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lustis )jat (lei have ^( |> ladic: ojier Jian \ti shulden ha\e at horn 
And J>iis {les laste folk 'iemen iirginis but }>ei ben foule putis 
And a'isaie her wordis and her Ijves and )nnne jou mast 
betre wite Defaute in' oile of ofier beggers }iat ben walkings 
in Jiis world mai men see {lat tate hede and of oJier pore men 
bojie as trowauntis can fejnen hem ike and defourme hem in 
bodi and Jiis la foul ypocrisie and no rijt deiocioun So it 
is to drede to manj ]iat ben pore and lyven chast ])at )« hal 
at )« dai of dome winle oile in her lampis 

But iihanne pu spousi. made rf« ^i'lg tlU pes tirgirus naptcn 
and ■'kpien Bi whiLh wordis God undirstond) many fure 
Witts And goode napping of Jies fi\e wjae virginis is short 
de)i \'\X Jiej ha\e here to time of Jie dai of dome For \ s de]> 
IS clepid slepinge but Jws loolis slepen ever bi slefc of ever 
lasting 'i)nne And so t>e& ten al togidir slepten and nap 
piden on jiis manere but foohs slepten J>is longe sleep a pari 
here and a part in helle. And jjus dweUmg of Jhs spouse is 
abidinge to \^ dai of dome. Cerlis al mydni-^i was maad a crie : 
Lo ! pe spouse comep, go y out a^em him. 'panne risen up alle 
pe virgyns, and maden per lampis fair. And pes fook virginis 
seiden lo pes wise virgyns ; ^yve y lo us of yure oile, for oure 
lampis ben quenchid. And pes wise virgyns answeriden and seiden. 
Lest it suffice not to us and to yu, go y raper lo kern pat sellen 
oile, and lie y oile lo ^ou si//. And while pei wenlen lo Me oik, 
pe spouse cam. And pes virgyns pat weren redi entriden ' in wip 
pe spouse; and anoon Pe jate was shut. 

pis myddil of >e nyjt is }ie tyme I'at Crist shal come to Jie laste 
dome. For certein enchesoun {>is tyme is nyjt; for it is derk 
and unknowun to men whanne it shal be, and v^'hejier }iei shal go 
t)anne to hevene or to helle. And it is Jie myddel for Tpie en- 
chesoun. It is after |)e derknesse, J-at goiji bifore })is jugement. 



' of. E. 



' in, E. 



' SoE; 



iride, A. 



re/reiior. It means the dining-hall 
of a monastery. In later times the 
word was further corrupted to Frater- 
boust. Thus Davies, in his Ancieti 
Rllis and Monumeals o/lht Church of 
Durham (167a). says, ' In the south 
alley of the cloisters is a far large 
hall, called the Fraltr-Hauu, finely 



liwell's Glossary. B&ioit, in his 
Chronicle of the Dukes of Nor- 
mandy, L 10998, writes, — ' Cloislre 
i fist faire e dormor, Celier, quisine. 
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and bifore jie derknes |)at ever shal be in helle. pis crie is warn- 
ynge of aungels, Jiat shal be to Jiis daie, j)at Poul clepid )« laste 
trompe, and sum, Gabrielis horn, panne shal it be seid in sen- 
tence : Lo, now comej) \ie spouse of holi Chirche ; ^o ^e a^ens 
him. And ]>is bidding of God shal not be ajenseid. And jius 
men |iat shal be savyd and dampned, siial rise ajens ])is dale of 
dome, and make hem redi to answere of dedis ])at jiei have 
done. And ))anne her conscience shal be open of alle Jie 
lyves j?at \ici have led. And Jius shal jies fbolis wite ]>at hem 
failide devocioun, and herfore jiei shal be dampned, but jif ]>ei 
can excuse hem. pe axing of }ies foolis of men Jiat shal be 
saif, is a privy wishinge of ^es founed virgyns, J)at )iei taken 
part of devocioun of seintis; and wel mai J«s be foolis J)at 
fanne have siche desiris. But ])es men (lat now dremen an ac- 
cident wi]iouten suget mai falle aborde v/iy ]>ese foolis, and axe 
]>is as possible, pe answere of ))es wise virginis telliji treu)je 
to yes foolis, how devocioun jiat ]>ei have sufficif> not for hem 
bo])e ; and jierfore shulden yd go to seintis, fat sellen in weye 
devocioun. But \>&t tyme is passid now ; and so moten nedis 
]iei dispeire. And in tyme Jiat Jiei Jienken ))us, how ]>ei shulden 
have lyved rijtfulli, and have had devocioun in good workes 
}iat Jiei diden, comefi Crist to J?e dome, and taki|> to heven just 
men, Alle J)es f>ingis have ordre of kynde, al if J>ei hav not 
ordre of tyme. A{ /e lasle comm pes foumd virgyns, and seien 
to Crist in Pis wise: Lord, Lord, opene to us. And Crisl an- 
swerij) unlo hem ; SoJ/eli, I sa'e lo ^ou, I ktimvf ^ou not: Goiji 
forji jour weie. And per/ore, wake y, leip Crist, for y knowun 
not pe daie, ne pe hour, pis comyng of )ies fool virgins, after 
Jiat seintis ben in blisse, is grutchinge of her conscience ajens 
Goddis jugemcnt ; and criyng of openyng of Crist is languish- 
ing to come to hevene. But answere fiat Crist jeve) ajen, 
is stabling of her peyne in helle ; for J^ei shal Jianne be certein 
Jiat her double peyne in helle moot nedis be, bi Cristis juge- 
ment, for her wickid lyving here. And so her double criyng 
Jianne is her unfamous conscience; for Jianne hem shal wante 
fame, bojie of J>js world and of )ie tojier. And [lus, as Crist 
concludiji ofte, alle manere of men shulde wake, siji Jiei knowen 
not J>e daie of dome, ne hour in which Jiei shal be deed. 
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PROPRIUM SANCTORUM. 

[Bishop Bale, in the later edition of liis Summarium, dated 
Basle, 1559, thus enters the following series of sermons for the 
Proprium Sanctorum on his list of WycHf s works ; — 

In Evangelia festivalia, lib. I. ' Hoc Evangelium historice narrat.' 

The writer, whether Wyclif or not, composed the thirty-eight' 
sermons which follow upon gospels which he took, partly from the 
Proprium de Tempore, partly from the Proprium Sanctorum or 
Sanctorale, of the Sarum Missal. The title ' Proprium Sanctorum ' 
b not therefore strictly appropriate. Those on gospels taken 
from the 'Proper of the Season' are ten in number, and are 
numbered in the present edition LXXXIX to XGVII and CIV. 
The offices for the iirst nine of the festivals thus included in 
the writer's plan, stand all in close juxtaposition in the Sarum 
Missal, except that the office for St. Thomas of Canterbury (Thomas 
a Becket,) comes between those for the Holy Innocents and the 
Sixth Day after Christmas, and St. Sylvester precedes the Cir- 
cumcision. The omission of St. Tliomas' feast by the writer is 
perhaps significant, and may be taken as the first premonitory 
symptom of the storm raised against the Archbishop's memory, and 
against the popular devotion to him, in the reign of Henry Vlll.] 



fE Gospel on Seint Andreus Evyn. 
[SERMON LXXXVI.] 

Siabai Johannes. — John i. [29. ]■ 

pi8 gospel telii]> in storie, how Crist gederide his disciplis, 

and sei)i, Jiat Joon stood and two of Joones disciplis, and Joon 

hikeld Jesus wandringe, and seide {'tis of him : Lo, Pe lomhe of 

God. Joon Baptist was bifore Crist to make J)e weie redi to 

* By an error of the scribe these mons CIV and CV ; and the mi«. 

sermons are numbered as thirty- take is repealed in Dr. Shirley's 

seven only in MS. Bodl, 788, the Catalogue, 
same number being assigned to ser- 



), Google 



296 wye L IP'S 

him ; and al his entent was to hije Crist and his ordre. And 
|ius whanne he clepide Crist J'e lombe of God, he tolde )ie 
innocence of Crist, and how he shulde die for man. And J>is 
was figurid in sleying of [le Pask lombe. For as |!e Paslt lombe 
was offrid of 00 jeer wi])Outen wemm, so Crist was offrid at 
Pask lo bie his Chirche, of )« firsle preest ; and ])is preest is 
bojie God and man. And |ius Crist is |)e lomb of God; and 
as a lomb ha|> no kyndeli gjendrare, but it is clene wijiouten 
scabbe, so Crist was evermore a virgyn, and clene wijiouten 
ony synne. And two disciplis of Joon kerden him speke, and 
sueden Jesus. And Jesus lurnede ayn and sow hem st^itg him, 
and seide to hem : What seke y ? And Pet seiden to Crist, Maistre, 
where dwellist Jiou? And Crist seide lo hem, pat pei shulden 
come and see. pei comen and sawen where Crist shulde dwelle, 
and dwelliden wip him pal dai ; and it was as pe tenpe hour. 
And oon of pe two disciplis was Andreu, Symondis hroper, paf^ 
herden peir tnatsiir Joon speke {'tis, and sueden Crist for good 

So{>li Joon Baptist hadde discipUs, to make hem redi to Cristis 
ordre. And fis priour grutchide not, but was fayne l>at jiei 
wenten to Crist ; for he synne|) hugeli )>at of two goodis chesi]> 
jie worse. And wolde God }iat oure newe ordris wolden wel 
undirstonde (lis storie. panne Jiei shulden preise Crist and his 
ordre, and be mekeli his disciplis, and make [ler disciplis redi 
to come to Cristis ordre, and grutche not for \&\ wenten 
fre from hem to Cristis ordre. For certis Baptistis ordre 
betre |>an ben alle Jies newe ordris, and he grutchide not bui 
was fill fayn ]jat {lei jeden fro him to Crist. And so shulden 
alle Jies privat patrons be fayn of )ier disciplis whanne Jk 
wenten fro )«r ordre, and camen freli to Cristis ordre; fo 
Cristis ordre is betere ]ian is hern, as we taken here of bileve. 
And Jius alle J>es synnen gretii, })at taken |;is worse and leven 
Jie betere. And it is a fendis envie, on Jiis manere to harrae }>er 
brejiren, and algatis, for a pride bifore, to hie ajen Crist jier 
rotun ordre. And 3if Jiou seie ]iat Jiis skile wente forj) ^, jif Crist 
were dwelling here in er>e, and gedride to him ' disciplis as he 
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dide in Baptist tyme; but now Crist is went to hevene, and 
men gaderen to hem disdplis; certis J>is feyned skile wolde 
distrie alie Jies ordris. For )ier patroun, as }iei seien, is went to 
hevene, and dwelU]) wit> Crist. And ^if ]>er ordre dwelli]) aftir, 
muchi! more shulde Cristis ordre, sif> Crist is ever wi)i his 
disciplis ojierwise |fan fes patrouns mai. And where Jiou 
seiest fat ])es ordris gederen disciplis unto Cristis ordre, certis 
Jianne Jiei erren foulli, to cloute jius to Cristis reule; as, if men 
varieden ])us fro }>er reule, ^ti wolden seie Jiei broken })er 
ordre, siji Jies ordris acorden more togidere, ])an ony of Jies and 
Crisfis ^ ordre, Jiat is comoun to Cristyn men, and was bifore 
jies ordris bigan. Lord ! sij» J«s ordris wolden bere hevy Jiat 
men wenCen to anofer ordre, how shulden not Crist and hise 
bere hevy ^ax men wenten out of Cristis ordre f and moche 
more ^ ;if fendis letliden to come a3en freeli to Crist, pis 
synne wole Crist juge, ])at is weie, treujie, and liif, how men 
letten to wenden his weie. And errour wole not excuse, si}> 
Poul wende he hadde do wel plesing God whanne he blas- 
femyde. pis prisonyng in fies ordris, j)at Jetten men to go 
freeli out of hem to Cristis ordre, is worse {lan ony o{>er sect, 
and liik to Jie fendis ordre, fiat lettiji men to go from him. For 
fro Crist mai men go freeli unto jie fend ; but ))is condicioun of 
|>e feend, foundun in jies' newe ordris, issprongen to popis and 
to kyngis bojie, jiat consenten and helpen herto. 

pis Andrm fond first his hroper, pat is seid Symound, and 
seide to him: We han foundun Mcssi*,pe which is pe grete Crist. 
It was comun in j^e olde lawe j>at a greet profete shulde come 
of ])e kynrede of Jewis, and bringe hem to ful freedom; and 
jiis was clepid Messias, and Crist bi o witt. And Andrew ledde 
Petre to Jesus ; and Jesus bikeld Petre, and seide, pou art Symont, 
be sons of Johanna: pou shalt be calHd^ Petre, and be maad 
capteyn of apostlis, for vertues jiat Y see tn ]>ee, On pe 
morewe wolde Crist go out into Galile, and fond Philip, and 
seide. Sue me. pis Philip was of Bepsaida, pat was citee of 
Andreu and Petre, And Philip fond Nathanael, and seide to him 
on jiis manere : Him Pat Moists haP wrilun in pe lawe and 

' So E ; A has Aniicrisiis, which gives no sense. ' So in E ; om. A. 

' So E; A has )>h. ' Mej.<y, E. > clepid. E. 
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propheiis, we han founden, Jesus, Josepis sone, of Nar^arep. And 
Nathanael seide to Philip, Of NayireJ> mat sum good lie? And 
Philip seide to Nathanael pat he shulde come and se Jesus. Jesus saw 
Nathanael comyng to him, and seide of him : £o, verilt, a man of 
Israel in whom is noo gile. And Nathanael seide to Crist ; Wher- 
ofhastpou kncive me? Jesus answeride and seide to him, Bifore 
pat Philip clepidepee, whanne pou was undir pe fige tree, ¥ saw 
pee. And here Crist techij) his Godhed in a maner bi his 
speche Jiat he seiji here. Nathanael was a wise man, and Jierfor 
spalt more sutilli. For as Poul seiji, we speken wisdom amon^ 
wise men. Crist telliji here to Nathanael how he saw him undir 
[le fige tree, pat mote be bi his Godhede ; for hodili sijt cam 
not Jianne, And Jms fiat Crist knewe )ie hert of Nathanael was 
bi his Godhede. And J)us Crist telliji, but privyly, whereof he 
knewe Nathanael, — for of his Godhede he knewe him, as Crist 
mente in hise wordis. And Nathanael answeride and seide to 
Crist : Maisier, pou art Goddis sone, and pou art king of Israel, 
Jesus answeride ami seide to him. For f seide to pee Pal V saw pee 
undir Pe fge tree, pou bilevest ; perfore pou shall se more pan 
pese. And Crist seide topes men togider, Sopeli, Iseie to ^ou, y 
shal se hevene open, and aungels of God steynge up and comynge 
doun upon me, al if Y be, mannis sone. 

In )iis story mai we see many treujiis jiat we shulden trowe. 
First, how proctours of Crist shulden gete disciplis to him bi 
skilful mevjng ' of Goddis lawe, jiat \€\ mijten freeli come to 
Crist, and not bi chaffaryng of erjieli Jiingis, as f«se newe ordris 
chaffaren. Men Jiat comen to |fes dowid ordris [and] ^ bringen 
Jier clo|fing wi{> hem, bojie for her bedde and bak; for richesse 
lettij) to jyve hem Jiese ; and over jiis )iei moten bringe bo{ie 
a cuppe and spone to drynke and ete f>eir potage ; for on J>es 
)tingis is \tx jKiujt. In {les ordris of {lese beggaris Jiei have 
contrarie maner ; for J)ei, al f«! of disseJt, not wi)iouten gile as 
Na)>anael, wi]> divers and litil jiftis, and false wordis, disseyven 
children. For >ei abiden not to ful age, as weren Andrew, Peter, 
and Philip ; but bifore men have discrecioun in jieir childhode 
l)ei ben f>iis begiKd. And so }« first part of jies ordris lellij- 

1 movyag. E. ' om. E; rightly. 
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how Jiei shal ever be nedi, and ["at ojier latter part telli]) 
how |>ei shal ever be bigilid ; but on neifier of )ies maners chees 
Crist his disciplis; but Jies men, likli ben oblishid unto fendis — 
to ))e fend ]>at is Mammon, and to Jie fadir of lesmgis. And 
bo|!e jies ben fendis, as ben alle Jiat shal be dampned. But 
here |ies ordris fagen, and seien, we knowun not jies entrees, 
for Jies ordris wiji possessiouns bi J)is cause taken men wi}) 
goodis, |)at {le worlde shulde knowe Jiat )iei take not beggers, 
but riche, as fei shal ever be. pe freris seien, Jiei taken in 
children, for )iei ben moost innocentis, and Iijt to norishe in 
Goddis lawe, as jiei ben at \e bigynnyng. But nei}>er of )ies 
grounden hem in Goddis lawe bi Jier dedes. pe firste word of 
)te firste ordre techi)> how he parti) wiJi Jie tojier patroun, and }ie 
tojier partiji wiJi him in sjTine, as seintis parten in good. So)ili 
}ies possessioners maken in jier professioun }>at |)ei professen 
povert, chastite, and obedience to Crist, and at lie bigynnynge 
jiei moten riedes professen Jie contrarie. And in tokene of fe 
iirste, |)at Jiei han renounsid ' povert, and ben oblishid to worldli 
richesse, J>ei brmgen her cuppe and her spone, in tokene Jiat to 
drynke and pulment J)ei ben oblishid bifore oJier; and boJ>e 
Jies ben no povert to sue Crist, but Jie contrarie. pes freris, Jiat 
obljshen Jier brejiren bi falshed and ojier giles, maken Jier pro- 
testacioun Jiat [lei forsaken after treujie ; and in reule of J« fadir 
of lesingis jiei wolen drawe to jie dej) dai. And jif disseit of 
3ong meri bi Goddis lawe shulde be dampned, muche more 
disseit of children jiat wanten discrescioun, but han Jier eldris 
for Jier keperis ; for Jiei wittis wanten kyndeli ». And siji God 
sejji in his lawe, Jtat whoso stelij) a man, he shal be kild bi 
Goddis lawe. It semej) Jiat alle Jies benperis shulden be kild of 
God by skile ; for si) Jiefte is taking of ojier mennis Jiingis, 
ajens Jie wille of J>e lord, it semeji Jiat J>is takyng of children, 
Jiat freris shulden have bi noo laue, is takmg of ojier mennis 
Jiingis, for takmg of fadns Jimg and modirs And J)is tresour 
is moost presciouse and ful cosdi to jies ladirs And where it 
be ajens j>eir wille, examme hem, and jiei shal telle And Jies 
children comen in bi Jielte, and Jiei ben jie\es in al her Ijf, to 

■ SoE; ««OHni/|i, A. 
■ That is. are naturally deficient. i 
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casie how fiei shal deke lo freris alle Jie goodis ]iat J>ei mai 
geten, ouj-er of Jier frendis or of ofier, bi what meiiis )tat (lei can 
caste. And ]>es ordris folwen more to fendis {lan don }« firste 
ordris of Mammon. 

Over J)is, men douten comunly, whi Crist chees not Na- 
thanael, siji he was witty and good to be Cristis apostle. But 
here men seien comunli }iat Jier ben many chesingis of Crist. 
Crist chesiji sum to his disciplis for to come afterward to 
blis. And ])us men supposen )iat Crist ches fis Nathanaei; for 
Crist preiside him fu! myche, and algatis of virtu of treujie. 
And Jius Crist haj" many disciplis jiat ben hid, as Nathanael, as 
was Joseph and Nicodeme and ojier, til Jie dale of dome; for 
ever Cristis ordre shal laste, and tellen here o)ier )jer defautes. 
But jiis Nathanael was to wiis to be chosen Cristis apostle, for 
Crist wolde shewe bi miracle, bi rude ' men to turne Jie world. 
And Jius he wolde make up of fisheris and ojier comunes his 
apostlis, and make hem passe in witt and wisdom alle ojier 
men of |)is world, 

But jit men douten comunli how Crist chees here jies Jiree 
apostlis, and toke hem' not anoon wiji him, but lete hem wende 
into Jie world and lyve comun lyf as laborers, as it was tavgt in 
Petre and ojier. But here we trowen Jiat Crist dide Jius to con- 
founde [les cloistreris; for Crist wiste wel Jiat J^ei shulden come 
and disseyve muche of J)is world, and seie Jiat it falliji not to 
hem to labore, ne dwelle out of Jier cloistre, sij> Jiei passen oJ)er 
men in newe signes Jiat [lei han founden. And to distrie Jiis 
ypocrisie dide autor of religioun Jiis :^he chees not jies dis- 
ciplis unto cloistre Jiat he dwelte inne, but into place removable, 
as was Moises tabernacle. And J)is is better ordre here ; sijj 
here we have noo citee dwellinge, but here we seken jie blisse of 
hevene. And Jms wente Crist on Jie morewe in to Jie contre of 
Galile. But men seien comunli Jiat Crist ctepide ofte his dis- 
ciplis ; first, to be homely wiJi him, and leve sumwhat of worldli 
curis; after, whanne jiei weren more ripe, to suen him bojie dai 
and nijt, and siji, after his resureccioun, to don jier hije apostlis 
workes. And Jjus was Poul chosun to be apostle after J>e 

■ in, E. ' huslouM. E. ' So E; om. A. 



,, Google 



SERMONS. 

assencioun of Crist; and ancwn he wente and prechide and 
dide as hijest apostle shukle do. And algatis we ben taujt bi 
Crist to flee prisonyng of men as J>eves. But jif Jiei wolen 
dwelle wijj Crist, {lei shulden freeli do Jier werkes, and avente 
hem in Jtis world, and be not weddid wij) er]>eJi jiingis. Soji it 
is )tat Crist sum tyme constreynede men, shewinge his Godhede; 
as Crist smot Poul doun, and turnede bis herte to love of him. 
But he wolde ysX his ordre stood in pacience, mekenesse, and 
charite, and speciali to tm-ne }ie world fro richessis and lustis of 
bodi ; but Jies newe religious reversen Crist in alle ]ies Jiingis. 



PE Gospel on Seynt And reus Day. 
[SERMON LXXXVII.] 

Ambulans Jesus juxia mare Galilee. — Matt. iv. [i8.] 
pis gospel of Mathew tellij) how Crist clepide foure apostlis : 
Petre and Andrew, James and Joon, fro craft of jier fishing. 
And BO seif Mathew )>at Crist wandride hi pe water of Galile. 
Ebreus clepen ech water a see ; and so ech ryver is a see. 
And {lis ryver of Galile likide Crist ofte to wende' biside it. 
Crist saw ]>es foure bre))eren Jiat weren fisheris in Jiis water. 
First he saw Symound Petre, and Andrea pat was his proper, 
putting per neit into pe water ; for pet weren fisheris. A nd he 
Slide to hem. Come after me, and V shal make ^oa to be maad 
fisheris of men. Crist spak ofte bi his manhede, and dide 
worship to his Fadir; as here Crist bad jies two disciplis fat 
t«i shulden come after him, — neijier go bifore him ne come 
aside in ))er lyvyng, — but as jiei sawen })er maistre lyve, so 
shulden jiei sue him in {leir lyf. And herfore Crist reprovede 
Petre, as |fe gospel telliji after, and seide ; Go bihinde me, 
Sathanas, for ])0U savorist not Goddis }>ingis. Crist clepide 
not Jies two apostlis to his chaumbre to ete applis ; but in Jie 
comun feld, he clepide hem fro worldli traveil, and toide hem 
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of a be ere raele ^hch])e shuH n tak men And p 
tuo a won I ft J>er ells and p r I ot a I suede Cr I 
Mathew tell ji not ho fer J>es apostl & sued n Cr st but oo 
(ing we trowen as bileve — -Jitt no go pel cnntrar eji to ojier 
ind no ]. art of Jie gospel s fals but e h j art acord ]• to o}ier 
We tro ven also Jiat Jesus Cr t mevede [les men bojie ]> nne 
an i i|>oute in 1 she de h s ertue n Jier oul s and made 
hem bo«e to h s b ddu g But God forbeie p t e slulden 
trowe for men olen not bo e to ui )at we shulde clepe 
hem worldl co tra e to Cr s clepng or ells groun le a 
newe ordre as e olden pa se Cr at For ( e ol holde 
Cr St s ord e e mo e nedel sue Cr t \nd Jiu s me)) 
to ma J men )iat pa n s of jjes ne e o dr s go b fo e C st 
as Sathanas and Jee en and d sp sen h s ordre 

Aid Jesm ^onge Jorp p ttis saw op re hm breper fanes 
and foon w) he ueren Zebed s chldr n and u>p ps/adr 
in pe boot, beettnge per ml/is to take fisht. And Crist clepide pes 
two brePeren ; and Pel anoon hflen Per neltis, and per fadir, and 
sueden him ; for Jtes two disciplis weren meevyd of Crist, as 
o)ier two, and it semej) \€\ loveden more Crist, for jiei leiten 
more Jier fadir ; and }ius [lei weren wor|7i of Crist, sij) \t\ 
loveden him so muche. For Crist seifi, whosoever love)) ony 
man more ))an him, he is not wor]>i of him, and so not worjii 
of hevenli blis. It is told ofle bifore of alle Jies newe ordris, 
how fiei ben not groundid in Crist, ne in ony dedis jiat he dide. 
pei done sumwhat ]>at is good, and many j)ingis amys; and 
so stonditi Jier cloutid reule, bojie in good and in yvel ; and Jius 
is Macometis lawe and conjourisons maad. And shortli, noon 
yvel is suffrid, but jif it be groundid in good. 

But it were to wite over, whejier Jiese chesingis jiat preestis 
maken, and Jiis dowjng f^t ])ei have, ben groundid in Goddis 
lawe. And trewe men witen wel )iat bo|>e ]fes reversen Crist. 
As anentis )iis chesing, foolis maken )>is resoun. Crist chees 
him apostlis, and prelatis shulde sue Crist, and speciali popis 

» Two leaves of the MS. E (Donee elusive, on p. jo6. The text is 

321} are here wanting; the hiatus, therefore solely dependent on A, 

beginning at this point, extends to up to that point, 
the words 'muche in glolerie,' in- 
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and bishopis ; whi shulden not Jiei chese curatis ? for elUs 
shulden officeris perishe, and, bi defaute of hem, Goddis hous. 
And |)us ]>es two )iingts wolen sue : )»t o|>er popis shulden not 
sue Crist, or ellis Jiei shulden chese prelatis, as [le popis Jawe 
techi|>. pe secounde )iing J)at sueji here is foule inconvenient, 
)jat Jie pope, Cristis viker, Jiat ha|f his Chirche for to kepe, 
shulde lete jie Chirche perishe for defaute of siche chesinge. 
And it is fittinge ])at [« pope, )iat ha]) more witt and autorite, 
shulde ordeyne for Jiis chesing, si]) he is heed of holy Chirche. 
Here we shal suppose, first, ])at we speken in \\s mater, as if 
jie pope hadde not jit ordeyned lawis of sich eleccioun, but 
how Goddis lawe and resoun wolde teche for to worche here; 
and ]janne many men |?enken fiat |>is eleccioun shulde not be, 
sifi it mai not be groundid in resoun ne in Goddis lawe. And 
to ])e resoun Jiat is maad for )ie contrarie part, we shal suppose 
[lat ech man, but algatis \t pope, shulde sue Crist. But ^it, 
for dignite of Crist, men shulden ever putte him bifore, and 
jyve to Crist a worJ)ines |>at mai oonli acorde to him, for ellis 
Crist were not abbot over alle o{)er men, and maister over alle 
hise bre|>eren, as he is bof>e God and man. And ])us ech ofier 
preest shulde mekeli sue Crist, and neijier go evene wi]? Crist, 
ne bifore him, as dide Petre, and })erfore he was clepide 
Sa])anas, and beden go bihynde Crist. And ]jus a perel in Jie 
Chirche, [at Poul taujte for to come, is, )iat Anticrist hije hjm 
above Crist, bojie God and man, And f^us we graunten fiat 
Cri'.t chese to him apistJis and ofer disciplis, ojierwise jian ))e 
Pope of Rome mai or can chese him servauntis ; si}> Crist was 
bojie God and man ind knewe alle ]iingis fat shulde be, and 
wiste fulli what was best, and wroujte ever wijioute defaute. 
\nd |)us 'ieij) f>e f,ospel bifore, [at disciplis sawun where Crist 
shulde dwelle for alle l>ingis ])at Crist dide he shulde do so 
for ])e besfe \nd ])us jif Crist chees disciplis, jie pope shulde 
not Jierfore chese )us for |)e pope mai not be evene wif) Crist, 
in Witt ne in autonte; but he shulde sue Crist here as diden 
Cnstis apostl s bifore Goddis lawe telli]), whanne fiei chosen 
Mathi as J)e twelfjie postle of Crist in [le stede of Scarioth, }iei 
kepten }ns ordre m (-is eleccioun: \ei chosen two, (le whiche 
i>ei wisten moost able to be apostle, and moo |tei wolden have 
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chosen jif Jiei hadden knowe siche moo ; but, for Jiei knewun 
not ]>e beter of Joseph and Malhi, |>ei putten it in Goddis juge- 
ment whejier of J>es two Crist wolde have ; and preieden ful 
devouteli, sij> Crist knewe Jie hertis of men, |>at Crist shulde 
shewe whejier of Jies two he hadde chosen, bi casting of lottis. 
And si}) Petre and olier apostlis weren in |)is chesinge, and )>ei 
weren moo, and more witti, jian |>e Pope of Rome, it seme|t 
jiat he shulde after hem make his more elecciouns. Apostlis 
chosen preestis in contres }>at }>ei wentea bi, and maden hem 
dwellinge curatis ; and Jiei hadden myche goodis. But apostlis 
weren algatis pore men and overseeris; for Jiis poverte was 
perfeccioun )iat felde more to hem. For Crist, her al|jer 
maister, was moost pore man. But ojier fourme of chesinge can 
we not grounds in Goddis lawe. And si}) Crist, God and man, 
chees so fewe men in ])is office, and \& pope chesij> so many, 
wi|joute sijt in Godhede, it seme[i |>at he is hied over Crist, 
and so over al Jiat is seid God. For certis Crist myjte not 
make al )ies eleccions; siji Crist ne myjte not chese, but ]>at 
he saw |)e Godhede chese. But popis chesyn, for moneie or 
for preier of princis, many men Jiat ben unable to bere haly water 
in chirchis ». Lord ! siJi Crist myjte not do fiis, — and ])is |>ei 
taken for excellence, — how sich men hien hem not above Crist 
and al jiat is God! for certeinli Crist myjte not make siche 
elecciouns. pes men suen not Crist, as diden Peter and o)ier 
apostlis, but algatis gon bifore Crist. And so Crist clepide 
hem Sa]>anas; sil> Crist accepti)i not persones, but takij> ech 
man as he is worjii, sum men goode and sum men fendis, after 
))at |)ei suen Crist. And Jius it semeji to many men, jif |>e 
Pope wolde be Cristis disciple, he shulde leeve Jies elecciouns, 
or use hem as Petre dide, Wei Y woot ])at Crist forsook to 
juge in temporal goodis; and )iis jugement, evyl done, is myche 
worse to jie juge. And {lus apostlis makinge preestis hadden 

ilyte in carrying the Asper- 
wilh holy water, for the 



qualified to discharge even Che hum- 
blest ecclesiastical fimction, — or, as 
I am more inclined to believe, 
clerlis, so ignorant and incompetent 
as to be unfit even for the duly of 



priest to use in the ceremony of the 
Aspefges. To bere is the expression, 
not 10 use, for the act of sprinkling 
could only be performed by a priest. 
See Ferraris' Bibliolbica, articles 
Asptrsorium, Aqva Bmedicia, Ordo. 
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shewing of God ; for ellis [lei hadden do folili in (lii^is \3X ]iei 
knewen not. And jif l>e pope lefte jiis ])ing for peril J)at lie)" 
Jierinne, holi Chirche shulde not perishe, but profile more [lan 
it doi]i now. For jianne weren bishopis fill apostlis and pore 
men as ]fei weren first, and not chargious to ]ie peple, but 
doinge (lingis )iat felde to hem. And so, wi|)Outen sich signes, 
mgte ]fe chirche be wel governed. And ))us is Jiis resoun as- 
soilid Jiat was first maad for (le pope, ]jat he mot nede, for Cristis 
love, and for love of his Chirche, be )ius occupied, for prelacie 
)>at holi Chirche must nedis have. Certis jiis is a false ground 
and mychel harm come]) jierof But whanne o blinde lediji 
a blynde, Jiei fallen bof'e in [le lake. And Jius seien men, fiat 
coveitise of worshipis and worldli goodis blinden prestis bi 
symonye, }iat al |)e chirche fariji (le worse. And Jius mai men 
see here. If ))es prelatis wolden sue Crist, and putte his 
Chirche out of peril, ]>e\ shulden leve fiis, as Crist did?. But 
bo|?e ))is chesing of j)e pope, and ojier {ling ]iat bringi}>* herlo, 
is broujt in bi fe fend, and not bi Cristis autorite. For certis 
Crist mijte not himsilf make t>es elecciouns. But as ])ei seien, 
|« pope mai make a lewid man, for money, a greet bishop on 
his chirche; but jiis is chirch of wickide men. 

And (jus alle |)es popis lawes, biside )ie lawis yaX Crist made, 
and alle jie dedis |>at he doij) jiat ben not groundid in Cristis Uif, 
ben ful venym to Jie chirche,— -jif a man durste seie )jus, — and 
popis lawis beren no streng}>e ajens men |)at holden [as. Lord, 
what vertue is in J>is !awe 1— fiat jif two han }>e popis grace, 
at o tyme, in oo cuntre, where many benefices mai falle, he {>at 
presentiji first his grace, he shal be sped bifore )>e tojier. It 
haji fallen ofte tymes, and so mai it falle hereafter, J>at two men 
have grace at oo tyme of oo colladoun, and jie more miable 
man, fat lovejj more worldli good, presenti]) first his grace to 
patrons, — for Scarioth slepiji not, — and |>anne, bi vertue of Jiis 
lawe, shal })is fend be putt bifore, and jiis good man putt 
bihynde, But |)is is j'vel fruyt of lawe ; and God triyjte not 
make [)is lawe, for God myjte not do amys. How mai ony 
viker of Crist sue Crist in doinge ])us? But certis he goiji bifore 
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Crist, or ellis on ojier side weie. What woot )« pope jie slat 
of contreis of many himdrid myle from him ? And wordis of 
false coveitouse men shulden not in )jis lede Jie pope; but 
he shulde lyve as Crist haji tanjt, and not )ius blyndeli lede J« 
Chirche. Of )>is comen a [>ousand errours, }>at siche prelatia 
fallen ynne, pei seien ]>at fiei mai not synne in J^is state, as 
Crist myjte not ; for Crist ha|i hijt to his Chirche, |iat he shal 
never faiie to it ; and |ms ])e pope is God in er}*, and jie moste 
blessid fadir. Sich heresies ben sowen, Jiat a man [lat lovede 
Crist, shulde, for to suffre dee)i, ajcns stonde jies heresies ; for 
it were all oon to seie )ius, and to putt Anticrist above Crist. 



On EIJTEJ) DAY OF SEYNT ANDREU «, 

[SERMON LXXXVIIL] 

Postquam attlem traditus est Johannes. — Mabk i. [14.] 
pis gospel telU];, as ojier bifore, of chesing of Cristis Apostlis. 
And it seme]> jiat Crist prechide first whanne Baptist was taken 
to prisoun. And jif Crist prechide privyli bifore Baptist was 
enprisound, jiat was in anojier manere ; for Crist wolde jeve 
Baptiste his time. Afkr }>e iyme pat Joon was traied in to pe 
priiotm of Eroude cam Jesus in to Galik,prechinge pe gospel of 
Goddis rewme; and seide, Pat iyme is fulfillid, and pe remme 
of God shat come. Matheu telli)> how Crist bigan to preche 
fro ye tyme {>at Joon was taken, and toke \t same word for 
his teme jiat Baptist toke whanne he precliide: — Do je pen- 
aunce, for fie rewme of God shal come. It is knowen of 
Goddis lawe, how mannis kynde was exilid for synne of our 
firste fadir |)at stood muche in gloterie*'; and so resoun of God 
axide ))at comyng ajen of jiis rewme shulde be gete bi penaunce 
contrarie to gloterie. And herfore Crist, oure first fadir in 
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spiritual gendnire tiujte us for to do penauncc contrarie to 
Adam's lore; and Baptist )iat was Cristis spouse*, taujte 
bifore |ie same lessoun And for Goddis kingdom is to come, 
and not wijsouten sich pi.n'iunce, ech man f>at wole have 
hevene shulde be aboute to do sich penance. And |>us l>e 
cause of Crist is plevn to men J)at wole undirstonde it. And 
j)is forjiinking is not >nowj but jif troujie be joyned t>erwi]i. 
And herfore sei) Markus' Gospel ;—/'or/'mfc y and irowe y 
to pe gospel. Ptnatince disposij) a man to take byleeve over 
a beest, and ) anne bileve ordeyne}> him to be groundid in 
o])er vertues. 

And Jesus wendinge forPer hiside pe see ofQalik, saw Symotmt, 
and Andrea his broper, castinge her netiis in to Pe water; for 
pes two wer en fisher is. And Jesus seide to hem. Come \e after 
me and Y shal make y>u to be maad fisheris of men; for my 
Fadir shal make J)is. And anoon pei lefien per neliis and sueden 
him, as his disciplis. 

It is noo drcdc Crist movcde Jies men, bi his Godhcde, in 
[■er souie, and disposide hem to religioun fro jje tyme [lat he 
jaf hem witt ; for siche men wolde Crist have to grouiiden 
men in Goddis lawe. But here men douten comunli whi Crist 
lovede ])us iisheris, and hunteris he lovede but litil, as Lameth 
and Esau. But here shulden we bileve |iat Crist accepti]> noo 
persones ; but after [lat he maki|) hem good, he loviji hem more 
or lesse. And so fisheris weren betere men, and jierfore Crist 
lovede hem more. But jit stondiji [le doute moved, whi Crist 
made not hunteris betere men [lan fisheris, si)i it is more gentil 
craft. Here is no greet questioun ; for God mai worche as he 
wolo. But jit men soien here, |>at fishing is Jie porer craft, and 
more acording to men, and neer }ic state of innocence ; and 
j)erfore Crist lovede it jie more. Solwli men hunten in Lenten, 
and gentil men, — to have |)er game, whanne J>ei have noon ojicr 



" St. Gr^ory (Homil. xk.). in 
commentiDg on the text, ' He that 
hath the bride is the bridegroom,' 
Bays, ' ac si [Johannes] dicerct : ego 
sponsus non sum, sed amicus sponsi 
sum.' But our author, possibly from 



imperfectly remembering the pas- 
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avaunlage, aljif |>er travaile be bisie and muche. But not so 
comunli falliji Jfis in fishing. And fishis ben ner ))e dementis, 
and not so like to mannis fleish ; and {«rfore men holden an 
ordre to ete fishe and leve fleisli; and ]jus fishe is neer to niete 
Jiat man shulde have in Paradise, and sleying of fishe is fer|«r 
from sleying of men jian is sleying of erj)eli beestis, which fleish 
heweris usen. And God wolde Jiat man hadde ottour of sleying 
of his brojier; but now men usen a newe craft* to slee men 
comunli, more )ian |iis craft was usid fro Jie tyme ]jat God was 
born; and seien, jiat preestis shulden usen ]iis craft betere and 
more meedefulli {lan shulde seculer men, as preesUs shulden be 
iordis over hem. And jiis lore is taujt bi freris bi myche 
merit feyned Jierto. But what men |iei shulden kille, o])er |>er 
bre|)eren or aliens, \t\ holden jit in Jieir purs; aljif \ei prac- 
tisen on j>er brejieren. But )>is peple is wyde scateiid,-— sum 
in Engelond, and sum wijioute. And |)es moo freris wljjoulen 
seien Jiat men shulden moost kille English ; and so lesse errour 
at bigynnynge growij) to mykil and perilous. 

But leve we ]iis doute here, and trete we of Jie Chirche 
dowyng; for bi Jiis mo men travailen bi symonie. For many, 
bi Jie fendis cast, loven to be hye prelatis, for lordship and 
richesse, more fian to quykene Jie Chirche after Jie poverte of 
Crist. And we supposen, as declarid bi twelve lawis of }ie two 
testamentis, jiat preestis and clerkis shulden be pore, as Crist 
was wi]) hise Apostlis. And in tokene of Jiis poverte, Jies freris 
ben pore, as jiei seien ; and yA f-ei passen Scarioth in averice 
and worldii goodis. And herfore fies blasfemes seien [lat beg- 
ging is medeful, and |)at Crist taujte hem to begge. And f>us 
Jies traitours ben maad riche. Men have proved ofte tymes )iat 
preestis shulden not Jjus be riche, ne )jus be dowid in temporal 
lordship. Bi men of resoun, or of Goddis half, it is knowun \mg 
ynowj ))at siun tyme weren preestis pore, and |)anne }iei shulden, 
bi Cristis lawe, profile to |>e Chirche after |)er power ; but 
dowing makiji hem lesse of power, and \t\ profitcn not more 
[jan Jiei mai. And so bi Jiis dowyng jiei ben more holden, and 

re-discovery of e. fiiar, Roger Bacon. 
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lesse done, pat [lei ben more holden bi \\& dowynge is lijt to 
prove bi mannis lawe; for siche a rente or benefice mot axe 
sum reward ajen, but no reward is more fittinge ]>an spiritual 
office of preestis. And ]iat dowyng niaki}> hem lesse of power 
mai men shewe bi )iis maner, pei have no more of kyndeli 
wilt fan preestis hadden bifore j)e dowynge ; and siji f«s wittis 
ben moche occupied about dowing and worldli l>ingis, j)ei have 
lesse witt to be occupied aboute God and hevenli |>ingis. And 
no man of witt hajt drede f>at ne fe world and worldli )>ingiB 
distracten a man fro God and his service in spiritual Jiingis. 
And so it seme); (>at prestis moten nede o{ier seie ]jat J>ei weren 
ydil bifore |)e dowing, or, bi dowing, Jiei ben more unablid for 
to serve God, and to profite to his Chirche, and helpe goostU 
to ony man. And here it seme|> Jiat f>es prestis ben moche' 
unholden to seculer lordis bi \t dowyng Jtat Jiei have take; for 
|iei ben harmed so myche Jierbi. And so folie on bojie partis 
bringij) in harm in ech side ; for no man doiji ajens God, but 
jif he have harm anoon. And it is knowun bi Goddis lawe 
fiat traveile bi Cristis ordenance disposi]) a man to have grace, 
and to be more loved of Crist. And jif preestis lyveden as 
Crist ordeynede, ))ei shulden more encrese in vertues, and pro- 
fite more to hem and to |>e Chirche Jian }>ei done reversynge 
Crist. And no man f>at witt ha[i wole seie, ))at Crist ^evej- 
preestis more grace, for )iei ben unkynde to Crist and leven 
|>e ordenance J)at he jaf hem. And over Jiis, it is knowen, 
Jiat he fiat lovej) his God more shuide more profite to Cristis 
Chirche, and betere love his neijbour. But bileve techif us 
})at God biddij) men to love him of al }ier herte, of a! |)er liif, 
of al |)er mynde, and of al lier strengfie; so |)at, after )ie jiftes 
of God, a man is holden more to serve him. And so, si(> 
prestis shulden not be idil, but do good after J>eir power, ]iei 
shulden profite to Jte Chirche bifore dowyng, as )iei myjten. 
But bi double folie, broujt in bojie in clerkes and worldli lordis, 
prestis ben of lesse power, bojie to serve God and his Chirche. 
And noo drede God axif acountis of jiis foltish chaffering. 
But here }>e fend techit> his clerkis to seke after feyned an- 
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sweris. And |)ei seien, first, \zX bi }iis dowyng )iei ben in 
quiet and in pees, and so [lei serven God betere, as j)ei bi 
resoun ben more holden. And j'us J>ei ben holden in scole 
to lerne philosophris lore, ojier weie Jian l>ei shulden be, jif jiis 
dowing wantide hem. Here Cristen men shuiden wite [)at Jie 
fend medli}) so[>fastnes wi)> falshede to bigile ])e folk, and turoe 
hem fro Cristis lore. So)«h men lernen of genti! craft* bi 
occasioun of dowing, but not so muche as done )>ese beggerS ; 
for fadir of Jesingis mai more in hem. Cristene men shulde 
leme Goddis lawe, and holden hem paied jierof; and in f's 
mesure, and in |)is nombre, and in )»is weijte, shulden J«i 
iyven here, and abiden lore in hevene j)at men shulden have 
over )iis. For Jiis lore ^ai Crist taujte ys ynow5 for jtis liif. 
And 3if men Iyven after him, )iei shal have lore as Jiei have 
nede; and ])us [lis dowing makij> lore Jiat doiji harm to Cristis 
Chirche, bo]ie lore of vanite, and )ierto lore of mennis lawis. 
Crist jaf lore, Jie which he lovede, fat he wolde teche Cristen 
men; and of)er lore, and more, over }iis, wolde Crist ("at were 
suspendid But jit men replien, and seien, |iat bi ])is dowyng 
prestis ben many; and so, in multitude of clerkis, doif) Jiis 
dowing muche profit ; for clerkes wolden not be so many but 
jif Jiis dowyng were here. God techi)' trewe men to graunte 
[lat dowyng and feyned begging makiji to multiplie prestis more 
|)an God himsilf ha)) ordeyned ; for God coude ordeyne noo 
kyn |iing, but in mesure, noumbre and weijte. God wolde not 
l>at alle weren preestis, ne alle knyjtis, ne alle laboreris; but of 
alle }>es jiree partis, God wolde make his Chirche in mesure. 
And jif |iou seist |>at men faylen witt to ateyne^ to Goddis 
noumbre, lyve men wel, and God wole teche how muchel 
shulde be noumbre of preestis. For defaute of Goddis lawe 
maki]) defaute in Jiis noumbre. Lerne men wel Goddis lawe, 
and it shal teche mesure in pis, if men prechen wel J>is lawe, 
and liiden it not fro Jie peple. Wel I rede in Goddis lawe, 
whanne God wolde have myche travaile in beryng of J>e taber- 
nacle and sacrificis of many beestis, he wolde have, of twelve 
kynredis, but o kynrede of Levy, to serve his folk for preestis 

> atUyne, E. 
" gentil craft appears to mean what wc call secular knoivledgc. 
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and dekenes. And jit he wifdrowj many of hem and unablide 
hem to serve God f>us for sykenesse fiat he sente hem. And to 
alle {>es preestis and dekenes God lymitide but dymes and 
ofFringis. Lord I jif Cristene men wolden be paied of ])e 
mesure of Goddis otdenance, and have jie twelfjie part of 
clerkis", and jyve her dymes and offringis to hem and hyris' 
to lyve bi, jit it were now ynowj, si]) Apostlis wiji Jesse goodis 
profitiden more to Crisfis Chirche. And Jius wi]Klrawe we 
kyngis clerkis and clerkis Jiat ben in lordis housis, and algatis 
[lese religious jiat ben to charge of Crisds Chirche ; and passe 
we not )fanne )ie ten|je part, to dowe clerkis over oure God, 
and he wole teche us, bi rijt liif, in what noumbre we shulden 
have clerkis. 



pis IS [lE Gospel mt is bad on Cristemasek Evyn. 



[SERMON LXXXIX.] 



Cum essel desponsata.— Mii.it. i. [i8.] 
pis gospel telli|> of Cristis bir|>e, how his modir was pore 
womman, and seij); Whanne Joseph was weddid to Marie, [le which 
Marie was Jesus modir ^ bifore pat pet shulden com togidere, she 
was fcunden of her housebonde, havynge of pe Holt Goost ; for 
Joseph perseyved wel fat oure Ladi was wif> childe. Here hoiy 
doctours seien jiat Joseph was weddid wi]) Marie, and, bifore 
Jtei shulden go to bedde, Marie was gret of ]je angel, and con- 
seyved, of |ie Holi Goost, Jesus oure Savyour. Sojieli lie Holi 
Trinite made ^\% concepcioun; but %\\ charite is proprid to fe 
Holi Goost, and moost charite was, )iat God wolde make him- 
silf man, it is so|i fiat Crist was conseyved of [le Holi Goost. 
And bi |>is }ie two ojier Persones ben not excludid, but includid. 
Crist was conseyved in oure Ladi of her clene blood wi]iouten 
) in E i A includes fhe whole clause, 
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man, and hadde anoon mannis forme and growide in hir as 
o]>er done. And ])us Joseph, bi Ijjt touching, or eUis bi )ie lore 
of God, percey^ide Jiat she was wi|> childe, and wolde not dis- 
seyve oure Ladi And scmtis seien Jiit Crist was conceyved 
after jiis weddinge, for Cnst wolde be conseyved in wedlok of 
his fadir and modir -md ellis m^jten \e Jewis forsake Crist as 
unlawful, and not (>(■ greet bihijte prophete. And so Joseph 
shulde have oure Ladi more unsuipect and more love Crist, 
and betere kepe him as hts lawful sone, and serve him, and 
nurishe him. And so we ben more certified of maidenhed of 
oure Ladi ; for Joseph, jif he wistc ^ hir have knowe man bifore, 
for repreef he wolde have told it. And, iov Joseph was a jusl 
man and loved of God, God lolde Mm hi an angel pat he shulde 
not drede to take Marie to his wif. Ech word of ])is gospel 
shulde be take bi his sentence. And so, sij) Joseph was a just 
man, God myjte not faile to him, how he shulde do in Jiingis 
}iat weren hid to him. It is seid comunli, bi processe of Lukes 
gospel, |iat oure Ladi, fro ])at she was grett of Gabriei, as Luk 
tellijf, wente to Elizabeth, arfd dwelte wiji her a long tyme, and 
in al Jiis tyme Crist growide in her wombe. And whanne she 
cam hoom to Joseph, he myjte betere knowe hir wi]> childe ; but 
Joseph wiste, bi Goddis lawe, }iat jif oure Ladi were corrupt in 
J>is caas, she shulde be punishid; but he coude not prove ]>is, 
and so he wolde not defame oure Ladi, ne put hir up to mannis 
jugement ; sij) he trowide J>at oure Ladi myjte conceyve J)us 
bi f« Hooli Goost. Not J)at J« seed of Jie Holi Goost was put 
in to oure Ladi, but \iA God, of hir blood, gedride in place of 
hir wombe ; and wijKiuten ojier seed, God formcde |jis bodi, and 
3af it soule. And Jius, bi \& aungel's lore, Joseph was afer 
enfourmed, and not of alle {"ingis togidre, but now a litel, and 
now a litil ; and |)us he shulde betere lyve bi fei|;, and hope, and 
charite ; for bi whiles he shulde be confortid bi speche of {lis 
aungel, al jif he apperide to Joseph for fe tyme J)at Joseph 
slepte. And ])is is a beter sijt [an ben comune dreemes of 
men. And Joseph was clepid DaviJ)is sone, for he shulde 
Jienke J)at Crist was bihi^t for to come of Davi))is kynde ; and 
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so myjte he muse, and Jienke how Marie myjte |>us be wi|> 
childe. And he hadde noon occasioun to have Marie suspect, 
for jjis tyme, and }ies wordis of J>e aungei, moveden Joseph to 
jiis treu).e : for Pal Pat is horn in her is of the Boli Goost. Wei 
he wiste |)at ech man is maad of Jie Hoii Goost, but Jiis aungei 
mente sumwhat ellis; for ellis his speche hadde be veyn. 
And so Joseph undirstood j>at Marie hadde conceyved bi 
myracle; and to f>is witt he was disposid, but not to no ^ 
more 3 it. 

\>e aungei seide pal Marie shuide here a child, and he shulde 
clepe his name Jesus, as Gabriel hadde seid bifore. And si|) 
Jesus is savyour, bi ^la Joseph J>oujte more; and speciali, sif) 
])is aunge! seide, ^aX pis Jesus shulde save his pepk fro per synnes. 
And |>at is moche ; for jianne he shulde bojie have a peple, and 
shulde save it fro synne, fiat oonli God mai do. A man mai 
save fro bodili perilis, but oonli God mai save fro synne ; and 
speciali fro fie laste synne, jiat makiji a man be dampned in 
helle. 

Here men douten comounii, si|) alle men shulden sue Crist, 
how preestis shuide not have peple ]>at were suget to hem. And 
si]> ]>e peple shulde serve to prestis and do hem worldli wor- 
shipis, it semefi \2X for worship of God men shulden )ms jyve 
hem rentis, and Jjus encreese hooli Chirche in devocioun of 
dowyng. Here we graunten, as we seiden next^, \aX ech man 
after Crist shulde sue him, ferj>er or nerer, or ellis he comefi 
never to hevene. And herfore Crist ledde comun lyf, neijier to 
large ne to streit, j)e which liif myjte be ensaumple to alle men 
of )jis world. But jit Baptist, ne ony ojier, myjte not passe 
Crist in o verlue; for Cristis fasting was betere jian ony ojier 
fastyng myjte be, and his passioun was more as his charite was 
gretter. But sij) Crist dide al |>ing so |>at he myjte not be 
amendid, he myjte not take worldli lordship to [le worship of 
his Chirche, for, if he hadde, he hadde fuylide * his stait, and 
fordone him and his Chirche, And Jiis wisten apostUs wel, 
and dwelten )terfor in J«r povert. And j>us pore staat of men is 
Kker to staat of innocence jian is rich worldU staat, seme it 
' om. E, ' So E; Ahas/bi7;rf. 

■ See pagE ,l>o- 
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nevere so glorious. And }ius [le pope, takinge dowing, — were 
it Silvester or ojier, — foulide ^ Jie Chirche and dide it harm o)ier 
weie jiaii Crist myjte do. And so it is not bileve )>at ne )iis 
pope synnede myche. But men supposen ^aX he hadde sorewe 
in his ende for ["is synne; and so we supposen now, )>at hi 
grace J)at Crist jaf him, he is a seint now in hevene, as ojier 
men )iat token fiis dowyng. But o}«r apostlis, bi oure bileve, 
passen in heven sich staat; for it is bine|« bileve [lat [les popis 
ben in hevene, si]> bileve of holi writt sei)> not ^sX jiei ben 
seintis. And so for blyndenes of ]iis world )iei token to 
worship fiat was shame. And Crist myjte not have do |>us, for 
Crist myjte not have synned. And t>iis, where ypocritis seien 
]>at Jiis dowing doiji worship, it doiji myche shame to men, jif 
rijt bileve coude conceyve it. For shame of synne is Jie moste 
}>at ech man shulde eschewe, for it bringifi to Jie moste shame, 
}iat shal be at Jie daic of dome. Wei Y woot jiat fendis lymes 
wolen argue ajens )iis sentence, and disprove oure wordis here ; 
but jugement of ))e firste treu|)e, and his liif, wiji his reule, 
techiji us sumwhat here how ])is is Goddis treujie. And sich 
lordship of preestis, wi)i o]>er synnes |>at comen after, may dis- 
troie rewmes here, and do harm to al [« Chirche. For, si|> sich 
lordship is rote of batailis and divisiouns, it mai falle bi [lis 
synne [lat prestis taken fitting fro lordis; and so )ies lordis 
shulden lyve as vikeris, and |>es prestis shulden lyve as knyjtis. 
And fus myjte Cristis religioun be reversid for {-e more part. 
And prelatis, bojie more and lesse, mai assente to fiis sentence, 
and freris mai falle wif- hem, and chide bi wordis jiat it is Bof>; 
as it falH}) in )iis tyme [lat prestis fijting is preisid, jhe, for 
a feyned cause, Jiat noon in }iis world can grounde. And after 
[lis synne mai falle, Jiat ladies ben taken privyly, and afterward 
apertii, fro Ijer hosebondis, bi preestis. And ))is wey may 
fijting falle wijiinne rewmes and distrye hem ; for preestis mai 
coveiten to myche of rewmes, and chef lordship of hem, God 
shilde us fro sich perils; for jif \e\ fallen in cure tyme, many 
helpers shulden )iei have of Anticristis cierkis Jiat darken now. 
For Goddis iawe seiji |)us; [lat jiei ben cursid of him jiat bowen 

' SoE; A has foilidt. 
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fro Goddis comandementis ; and jiis cursing is more to charge, 
for ))is Lord mai not erre. And herfore alle men shulden 
defende Goddis lawe on {ler manere; for litil errour in Jiis lawc 
wole growe to a greet harme, 

Crist axi}) here mekenes and poverte, wij? verri pees ; and 
algatis in hise preestis ]j3t ben hier in degree; and ever Jie 
hijere jiat I'd ben, )te more ])ei shulde have of |>es vertues. And 
jif )iou seie, )>at Jies richessis ben goode, and Cristis prestis ben 
more worjii ; whi shulde not \^\ have {>es goodis passinge bifore 
o|>er men ? many sich blynde resomis ben maad bi Anticristis 
clerkis ; as sum men arguen for j)eves, ]>at jiei ben more hardi 
men, whi shulden [lei not have )« goodis ("at |^i robben fro 
o)>er men ? Special!, si) bi Goddis lawe alle j'ingis shulden be 
comune. But here men seien, Jiat jieves ben hardi but to do 
synful dedes, and Jiei ben |>e moste cowardis in doinge of dedes 
of vertue. And as a corde is a good f-ing, and |>e tree is a good 
|>ing, but )it \e hanging on )« galewis is harmful to ]iis ])ef; so 
worldli goodis ben good, but mysuse of hem is yvel. For God 
ha]) put alle j'ingis in mesure, and passyng J>erof is foul and 
yvel ; as many creaturis ben good, and habitude of hem is yvel 
And Goddis lawe techi]> f>is ordre, and which of fiis is better jian 
ofier. Certis, worldli richesse is good, but not so good as ben 
vertues ; and clofjs of |)e ordris ben good, but not so good as 
ordre in soule. Goddis lawe techij) in what ordre hise servantis 
shulde use his goodis; and mesure of jiis ordre is betere Jian is 
havynge of J^es goodis. And l)us we graunten }at preestis 
shulden have peple Jiat were suget to hem, but first suget to 
Cristis lawe ; and )ius Jiei shulden have \h peple for |»e traveile 
and |ie service f>at {>ei shulden do to ])is peple. But Crist ha|> 
in anojiet manere peple, and alle goodis of jiis world; for he 
is bojie God and man, ]iat mai fails in no)>ing. 
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'pz Gospels of >e firste masse ahd |>e sbcunde on 
Cristemasse Morwenyno ben ex[pounded]' 

IT SUEf'. 



[SERMON XC] 

Exiit edictum a Cesare Augusta. — Luo. \\. [i.] 
pis dai men singen jiree massis in worship of }>e Trinite; 
but Jie Jfridde and J>e moste is of )ie manhede of Crist, Jie which 
is bo|)e God and man for Jie love of mankynde. pe gospil 
of f)e firste masse, and of jie secounde also, tellen what jiingis 
bjfellen in Jie bir)ie of jiis child, pe Emperour of Rome was 
]>anne in his fiouris, and in pees on ech side, as )iis autour 
of pees ordeynede. Men seien Jiat [lis emperour was clepid 
Octavian ; and in )« two and fourtijie jeer, whanne he was in. 
moost pees, was Crist born, God and man, in ]je lond undir 
]jis emperour. Men seien also, ])at ]fis Cesare was moost in 
generalte and larges, and pees of his lordship ; for more 
generali fan ojier hadde he lordship of ]ps world. Of Julius 
he took |>is name to be clepid Cesare ; and August he was 
clepid, for he alargide* |)e empire. pM emperour smk a co- 
mandement to al jie peple of his empire, to discryve alls his londis, 
fiat was wel ny^ al Pu world. And he bigan at Sirie, for it was 
myddil of his empire. And so Syryne ^ '', jiat was Jtere cheef 
undur [« emperour, bigan to make ]jis discripcion, and gaderide 
tribute to ^e emperour. And jius myjte fie emperour wite 
what peple he hadde in his empire, and what ^ei myjten helpe 
him in tyme of nede, in men and moneie. And frns he devidide 
])is rewme in [iree partis, jiat men shulden come in nyne jeer 
to Rome, and bringe tribute for her lond. But al )iis is passid 
now ; for }« pope and his covent ha|) ' so put doun Jie em- 



'' In the authoriied vi 
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peroura, Jiat litil rewmes tellen lijt by him. And so dukes, 
and eerlis, and lesse, wolen fijte wi)) him, and dispise him. 
And so wente alls of Jude, }iat was ny Sivy e:, to make per profession 
in her owne citee. Ech man hadde an heed toun [lat was next 
to his dwelling, and \s,t was clepid bis cilee ; and sum men 
clepen it cheping tounb. 

And Joseph weTite fro Nazareth pat was a loun in Galile in 
to Pe toun of Bedleem pal was sell in Judee. For boJ> Joseph 
and oure Ladi weren ))e hous of Davi); and J-e cite of Beed- 
leem was Davijiis bi sum propirte, for Daviji was borne in |jat 
citee, as ]>e Book of Kingis tellif'. And so Joseph wenCe wiji 
Marie, |>at was his wyf, in to Bedelem, to make |fis professioun 
])at Jie emperour bad make, pei broujten an oxe and an asse 
wi]» hem, as men seien, for jiis enchesoun ; — Marie was greet 
wiJi childe ; |)erfore she rood upon an asse ; )ie oxe Jiei 
brou3ten for to selle; for Jewis haten begging. And Bedleem 
was fiUid of men bifore ])ei camen to f« toun; and so \€\ 
hadden noon herborwe, but dwelten in a comune stable, and 
[les two beestis wij) hem, til tyme cam to use hem. 

And it felle, while Pei weren jiere, oure Ladi bare Mr child, 
l>e which was hir firsie child, for him she bar and noon ojier. 
And Jiis is maner of Goddis (awe, to clepe sich children first 
born,-— not for o\tx was born; bifore ne afier Crist she bar 
noon o)«r. And she wrapie Crist wip elcpis, and putte him in 
pe cratche, for she hadde no betere place to put him in al jie 
hous. And so, as men singen and trowen, Crist lai bifore an 
oxe and an asse. And bree]) of }ies two beestis kepte him 
hoot in fiis cold tyme. 

And herdis weren in pe same con/re, wakinge, and keping pe 
houris of pe ni-^l upon per flok. For j)is was maner in Judee, 
whanne fe 015! was lengest, to kepe [-er sheep and wake fat 
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nijt. And so men seien )rat Crist was bore at J'e myddi! of 
Jiis nyjt, for Jie myddil persone in Trinite lovede myddil in 
many jiingis. And lo,Pe aungel ofpe Lord stood hi pes heerdis, 
and cUrenesse of God shynede abouie hem, and pet dredden hi greet 
drede. But pe aungel seide to hem, Wole y not drede, for loo, 
JT telle yiu a greet joie Pal shal he to al pe peple. For pis date 
is born to us a Savyour, pal is Crist pe Lord, in Pe eitee of 
Davip. And pis shal be tokens to yu : ye shal fynde pe child 
■mlappid wip dopis, and put in pe cratche, as Y shal telle 30U. 
And sudeynli, per was maad wip pis aungel a multilude of 
hevenli kny^tis, keryinge God and seiynge ; Glori he to God 
in hi-yste hevenes, and pees be to men in erpe which hen of 
good wille. 

Here mai we see how Crist lovede comun povert on many 
maners ; for he chees to be herborid in comun place, wil^mten 
pryde, and wiliouten woridli helpe bojie of men and of wymmen, 
and he chees a pore cradil j)at \t child was put inne. But he 
hadde, passinge o)«r 1 prjvjlegie in many Jiingis ; for he was 
bom wijjouten peine or sorewe of his fadir and modir. For 
as he brak not Maries cloister whanne jiat she was maad wi)i 
childe, so he brak not his modirs wombe whanne he cam out 
of })is cloister. And 'iO Jies just folk bifore God weren betere 
]ian myche worldh peple, kmgis or lordis and ladies, and' wi)> 
myche fare of ])is world; for Jiis birjie was glorious, neer |jo 
staat of innocence, pe secounde confort of Cristis bir|i was 
of jies many aungels ; for |>ei weren betere Jian many lordis, 
and her song was of greet confort. Ofte tyme, in Jie oldo 
law, apperiden aungels to men, but not in sich a multitude, 
ne in siche a joieful speche. 

And whanne [le aungels wenten fro hem, pes herdis spaken 
to hem silf Passe we into Bedleem, and se ive pis word pat is 
maad, pat pe Lord hap maad, and shewid to us. And pet came 
hastinge, and fond pes Pree persones, Marie and Joseph, and pe 
ying child putt in pe craiche. And whanne pes heerdis sawen 
pis ping, pet knewen of pe word pal Was seid to hem op pis child 
bi pe aungel. And alle {« men of ]/e centre pat herden pis. 



,, Google 



SERMONS. 

m, and^ of Pes pingis, Pat weren seid of pe hurdemen 
to hem. Bui Marie kepie alls pes wordis, and bare hem lo- 
gidere in her kerle. And no drede she hadde greet confort, 
and nndirstonding over o|iere men. And pes heerdis turneden 
ayn, glorifiynge and hiryinge God in alle pingis pat pet herdsn 
and sawen, as it was seid to kern. 

We Bupposen \3X aungels ledden hem to f>is place in Beed- 
leem, and confortiden hem many gatis, bo|>e in bodi and in 
soule. And jiei wisten bi |)es aimgelis, and bi \s good will 
]jat j)ei hadden, how Jiei shulden. have pees in er|)e ; and her- 
fore jiei herieden God. And so, ^if we taken hede, Crist hadde 
company of J>re. First, of his fadir and of his modir, Jiat weren 
bojie holi folli; after, of hcrdemen Jiat lyveden symple and 
holi lyf. And Jies weren licli mo fan two, and nyj )ie state 
of innocence; for God lovede Abel betere jian Cayn )iat was 
his brojier. And Jie first was an heerde, and j)e tojier a tiliyng 
man ; and tiliyng men have more of craft )tan have heerdis 
in fer dedis. And as God lovede Jacobes sones, Jiat weren 
alle heerdemen, so he lovede yes heerdis J)at camen for to 
visite Crist. And so jiis nalivite of Crist was more |>an ony 
ojier, jhe, and more Jian Adames makyng, whanne he cam 
into ]>is world ; for oure Ladi and Joseph passiden Adam and 
Eve, and jie company of aungelis passiden frendis Jiat weren 
wi]j oure firste eldris ; and t«s heerdis jiat camen to hem pas- 
siden Adams children. And algatis Jie birji of Crist passide ' 
ojier dedis jiat ever God dide ; for it is more to make God man, 
jian to make jiis world of noujt, It is maistrie to make a 
virgyn bere a child, and dwelle a virgyn, more jian to make 
Adam of erjie, or to make Eve of Adams ribbe; but it is 
wijiouten mesure mote lo make God to be a man. For here 
mennis wittis moten faile. But oon ensample haji kynde 
jovun us ; as jie spirit jial is mannis soule is jie same persone 
wij) him, so jie secounde persone of God is Jie same persone 
wij) Jiis man. But diversite is greet here and J)ere, whoso woie 
loke. Leeve we jiis and speke we of vertues. For jiis child 

' So E ; passiden, A. 
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is Goddis virtue, and wisdom of ]>e Fadir of hevene. But Jiis 
is bi his Godhede ; and mo redelis ' ]>an we can telle ben so) 
of Crist bi his two kindis. And jif we taken good hede of 
him, Crist is Jiree kyndis, and o persone ; for Crist is Godhede, 
and bodi, and soule, and ech oon of }ies ))ree. And so, as sum 
men seien Cnst is sevene |>mgis, and ech of hem ; for his 
spint IS free |>m£;is and his bodj o|fer J>ree >ingis, and Crist is, 
over )iis his Godhede but oonh oo persone of it. And so, as 
sevene is ful nombre of umversite of [iingis», so Crist is ful 
rewme of he\ene and of ])ib world; for al ]>is world bi him 
IS betind and as who made a newe world. For ech creature 
of t>is isorld ia betend bi his bir]>. For man is beterid si)) he 
IS boujt and maad Goddis "ione and his eire, and {>erwi{i [le 
bro)>er of Crist whith is bojie God and man ; angelis in 
he\ene be betend siji ))ei have more felouship, and sich 
felouship of semtib makif) hem more glad togidere. And [ms 
alle Jie fendis in helle ben beter d ajens fer wilJe ; for |ier cum- 
pany is maad lesse and [lei ha^e harm of many felowis. 

Al \iis world bodili shulde serve to God and to man ; and it 
want'de t>'s ee de fl )iat Crist was maad man ; for bifore, J)is 
world fiu5 c ip God and tormentide man, but fro f>at jiis pees 
vas miad Cod mide |i s world to serve man. And herfore 
aungel s n he ene for Cristis incamacioun, wolden not take 
knel ng f Joon bu se den, J)at |)ei weren his servantis, and 
mt s of 1 s bre))ere ; and fis }ei fulfillid in dede. And 
so ech part of [> s orld shulde joie for ))is nativite ; but )>e 
fendi maken sorewe for old envie )tat Jiei have. And for.Jiei 
shulde n ake o e f« synnen in ]iis, and harmen hemsilf And 
herfore Crist is clepid a pesible kyng in Jie Chirche ; for he 
made pees in al ]>is world, and lefte fijtinge for more pees. 
For man fijti|» wijt |>re enemys, to have more blessid pees in 
hevene. And so, as many men seien, alle ]>ingis comen for 
Jie teste; for alle comen for Goddis ordenance, and so Jiei 



» The number seven, formed from the number of the planets, 4c., &c., 
Ihe union of the triad, the -perfect' has been held sacred from the ear- 
number, with the tetractys, which liest times. See fhe article on 
Pythagoras venerated so profoundly, • Arithmetic ' in (he Encyclopaedia 
itself prime and masculine, marking Brilannica. 
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comen for God himsilf; and so alle }>ingis ^ai comen fallen 
for Jie beste {>ing jiat mai be. Moreover to ano)ier wilt men 
seien, [lat \\s world is beterid bi everyliing |iat fallijf |>erinne, 
where Jiat it be good or yvel; so moche, J>at J-is world is betere 
for synne jiat is punishid in belle; for it falli}> to oure Lord 
to have a prisoun and prisoneris, and do his merci to hem, and 
savore more bis seintis in hevene. And herfore seiji Gregori ", 
[lat il was a blesful synne ]>at Adam synnede and his kynde, 
for bi Jiis ])e world is beterid; but }ie ground of jiis goodnesse 
stondi)) in grace of Jesus Crist. 

But jit men mai muse how Crist is pesible kyng, siji he seijj, . 
he cam not to sende pees in Jie er|)e but swcrd, and Jiat bitokene|> \ 
fi3ting and noo pees. Here men seien sojieli, jiat )ier ben two 
peesis, verri pees and fals pees, and |)ci ben ful dyvers. Verry 
pees is groundid in God, whanne God love}j a man, and to fat 
pees sueji pees wi[i alle creaturis ; for to men )iat Jius loven 
God done alle l^ingis good. And fis pees stondijj in padence, 
and mekenes, and ojier vertues ; and |?us was Crist pesible 
kyng, and he and hise hadden pees here. Fals pees is groundid 
in reste wi|i oure enemys, whanne we assente to hem \vi|jouten 
ajenstonding. And swerd ajens sich pees cam Crist to sende 
into erjie ; for jius foujte Poul ajens his fleish, ajens )« world 
and ^t fend; and ]jus dide Crist, partinge fleishli frendis fro 
|)e love of ojier, for jie more love J>at |>ei shulden have to Crist 
|iat is her God. pis fals pees is cowardise, and enemyte of 
God ; and auctor of fiis pees is |)e fend of helle. And Crist 
contrariede )iis pees, wijj synnes Jiat brJngi]) it in, as ben pryde, 
cnvie and bateils, ydilnes, and ojier synnes. And where verry 
pees techij) pacience, )iis pees tcchi]) fijting, and blasfemejj in 
God, as it wolde be his maistir. And to \\s undirstonding was 
not Crist pesible kyng. And herfore )je prophete sei)i, J)at in i 
tyme of Crist, }iei shulden welle j>er swerdis to sharris', and J)er 



„ , imentary In Primtait 

R^um, lib. iv. cap. I. But there 

IS a passage in the Sarum missal, in 

the office for Holy Salurday, con- 

SEItMOKR. 



taining precisely the same thou„ 
' O certc necessariiim Adae pecca- 
tum et nostrum, quod Chrisli mortc 
deletum est 1 O felis culpa, quae 
talem ac tantum meruit habere 
redemplorem 1 ' 
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speris to sykelis. For of Crist sei|i aiio}>er prophete, [>at Crist 
shulde do awei baleilis to J>e ende of |je er|)e, and instrumentis 
of bateilis, as bowe, and sheld, and swerd, and ojier engynes 
of batailis. pus shulde it be ; but (le fend reversij) jiis. 



On Seint Stevenys Dai. 
[SERMON XCI.] 

Eece, ego mitto ad vos prophdas.—'^l&.TT. xxiii. [34.] 
pis gospel is songen in worship of Seint Steven, Jiat was }e 
firste martir aftir Cristis assencioun; for he was oon of Jie sevene 
dekenes chosen of j)e apostlis, and stood styflito his dee|> for bi- 
leve ajens Jewis, And so bileve techif) us }>at he is an hooH 
martir. Crist seide {les wordis to ty-'o maner of folk, f)at weren Jie 
fendis capteyns in killing of martiris ; and [les weren princis of 
preestis, and comunte of Jewis, Crist supposi]) in jiis speche, \3X 
he is bo]>e God and man; and so al tyme fiat was, or shal be, is 
present to him. And he supposiji also Jiat fier ben two kynredis; 
good kynrede, and yvel, of which ben man-sleris fro ]>e bigynyng 
of }ie world to Jie laste martir. And to ]fis kynrede shapiji Crist 
his wordis : — Lo, I sende to y)u prophelis, and wise mm, and 
scribis ; and al )iis is for jour good, to teche jou Goddis lawe: 
and 0/ kern shaly kille, and do uponpe crosse, and of hem skaly 
lormenten in yur synagogis. And here mai we see )ie malis of 
(lis kynrede, for a synagoge, as Jiei seien, is an holi place ; and 
hereinne jiei tumienten just men. And )ie synne was' )>e more, 
and biyndenesse of witt also, for ]iei wenden to do wel in [lis. 
And so jiei pursuen Cristene men fro cite to citee, f>at shal 
veniaunce come on hem ^ at Jie dai of jugement. And Jius jiei 
done her fadirs work, sleyinge martiris bi Jier tyme, /a/ aljust 
Mood come on hem, pat is shed in erfie,/roJ>e blood of just Abel to 
pe blood of Zacarie, pat was Barachies sone, slayn of hem bitwixe 
pe temple and pe outer. 

' So E ; is. A, ' The words And—hem are italicized in E. 
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pis is a blessid ende ordeyned bi Goddis lawe, for no synne 
mai be done, but jif justise be }ierwi|j; and so, )iis jnstise makiji 
Jie world more fair (lan (lis synne mai mak it foul. Muse we 
not of fiis Zacarie, how he was Barachies sone and whanne he 
was kild, as jiis gospel telliji; for many men have many names, 
and algatis in jie olde !awe ; and a man is a sone of a fadir longe 
bifore; and many jiingis ben hid to us, how Jiei weren speciati 
done ». And Jius we taken Jie word of Crist, and trowen it so]j 
as bileve, si)) ech word of Jie gospel is trewe, siji it is bileeve; 
siji ech compleet resoun teffifi treujie Jiat we shulde trowe, and 
ech part of t>is resoun bitokene)) )ie same treujie. Crist sei)) to 
])is folk: — So|>!i, V seie to jou, alle fies Jiingis shal come upon 
t>is kynrede. pes Jewis weren a part >erof, and so )iis kynrede 
was Jiere, and herde j)es wordis of Crist, for a part of it herde 
hem. Afdr, Crist declarijj Jiat {lis malice was oonli in hem; for 
God was of good wille to do good to his kyn ; but sum of hem 
wolde not take J>is goodness of God. And [ms seijt Crist : — 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, howofle wolde Y gadere pi children, as an 
henne gaderij) her chekenes undir kir le^nges,. andpou woldesl not, 
but toke in veyn Goddis grace. 

And here men douten comunJi how Goddis wille was reversid, 
si]) ]ie Psalme seiji : — )>at al )>at God wolde, he dide generali in 
hevene and in erjie. But here it seme)) ]iat Austin wolde seie on 
(lis manere •> ;— Jiat Goddis wille mut nedis ever more be fulfillid; 
and so, as ofie as Crist wolde gadere children of Jerusaleem, as 
ofte weren ]>ei gaderid undir his proteccioun ; and whanne he 
wolde not gadere hem, her synne was in cause, and bi rijt 
wisnesse of God, )>oi musten nedis be punishid; and so 
Goddis wille was fulfillid in punishing of hem. God wolc 
sum ))ing uttirli, as jiing |)at he wole be ; and Jies jiingis moten 
nedis be, siJi God is al myjtti. And sum fing wole God upon 
condicioun ; and telliJi men his wille, bow, bi his lawe, men 
shal be punishid Jtat breken J>is general wille in ony part Jierof, 
Jiat is fulfilhd in sum part. And so, si); God biddi)) do yis {>ing, 
and ordeyne|> to pimishe for (>e trespas, God wole on \\% 
maner {>at fiis dede be don. And so ever Goddis wille is ful- 

" Seep. 240. 

'■ See St, AuEUStine's, Enarralhln Psolmum cxsxiv. 5 10, 
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fillid, ou])er in dede, or penaunce. Jif a man do meedfuUi ))at 
God biddi]) him do, Goddis wille is rijlli fillid in dede, as God 
biddifi; jif a man agenstondiji God and Ao\\> ajens his wille, jit 
Goddis wille is fillid asideli ^ by punishinge of )>is man. And 
God ha|? ordeyned ever more siche wille to be fuliillid [lus. And 
so, as men speken in Latyn », jif God biddi)i jiee do ])is dede, God 
wole }iat |jou do {)is dede, al if jiou dotst it not ; for [wu art in 
dette to do |>ia dede, and in jiat is Goddis wille endid. But 
God wole not Jiat )jou doist })is dede, for God knowi)) not \\& 
treujie, but God wole |>at ]!0U do (lis dede as God wole (>at (>ou 
shuldist do Jiis ''. And so Crist doubli]) Jiis citees name to telle 
defaute of ))er unkyndenesse ; how pei sleen Goddis propheiis, 
and slootie Goddis servauntis sent to hem, as was Stephen and 
many ojier, |;e which al ]iis citee killide. 

And after Crist tellij) \e veniaunce }iat shal be taken for |)is 
synne. Lo, yiur hous shal be lefle to -tpu desert, for defaute of 
dweiieris. And [lis ])tng cam after in dede, soone after S>at Crist 
steij to hevene. And so Christ seij) to )iis kinrede ; Cerlis, I 
sei'e to ym, y shal not se me fro Henns, HI pal y sei'en, blessid be he 
pat IS comen in Pe Lordis name. Anoon ))is kynrede diede fro 
Crist, and Jianne fei wisten f>at he was God, and how he cam 
to ])er profit, al jif ]iei weren unkynde to him. And jiis knowing 
was peyneful to J>is kynrede })at shulde be dampned; and ])is 
folk suffride l)Js pey ne bifore fiat |>ei sawen Crist. For God is 
redi in peyne jyvynge as he is redi to jyve blisse; for his justise 
nedi]) boj'c to ]ie toon and to Jie to[jer. 

' syddy, E, 

" 0) min spekea in Lalya. The fere bibliothccaa toliua Europae de- 
reference in Uie text is probably to scriberetur.' To this work Chaucer 
the great work of Archbishop Brad- refers in the well-known passage in 
wardine, the ' profound Doctor," en- (he Nun's Priest's tale, and repro- 
titled De Causa Dei contra Pclagium, duces some of its subtle atgumen- 
in which the whole subject of free tation in the fourth book of Troylus 
will and predestination was ex- aad Cryseyde. 

hausti^ely handled, and tbe popu- " God does not will thee to do 

larity of which was very great. It a particular act in obedience to his 

appeared about the year 1340, and, command, because he is ignorant of 

as Sir Henry Savile says (pref. to the truth (that thou wilt not do it); 

edition of Bradwardine's De Causa but God wills thee to do the act, 

Dei, 1618) was immediately on its in so far as he desires that thou 

publication ' tanto omnium docto- shouldst obey his precepts, though 

rum exceptus applausu, ut per omnes thou in fact doest it not. 
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[SERMON XCII.] 

Dixit Jesus Pelro.—]oii.s xxi, [15.] 
pis gospel telli)! how Crist ordeynede Joon to lyve and die, 
and how Crist wolde Jiat Joon cam to blisse wijiouten killing. 
Joon lelli]) how Jesus seide to Pdir pat he shulde sue him, — not 
oonli bi paas of feet, — but in suffringe de)t ag dide Crist. And 
Peter knew )iis witt of God, and wolde fayn wite how Joon 
shulde die. But Joon clepi)) himsilf bi [iree names and levej) 
his owne propre name. For f>es wordis ["at Joon telliji here 
sounen to excellence of him ; and fanne God wole jiat men 
be pryvy, and 5eve )ie sojie to grace of God. And )ius sei]) Jiis 
gospel of Joon, him> Petir turnede him and saw Joon. And 
J)e firste name of Jies Jiree sownej) in to Goddis grace, and 
is seid in fiis maner ; Peter, as he turnede him, saw fiat disciple 
pat Jesus lovede, how he suede Christ, as Peter; but jit he wiste 
not of his deej-. And ))is sounejt to grace of Crist, J«t he 
lovede })us Joon biforo , for more grace mai not God jyve ["an 
sich Io\e bifore disertis pe secounde name |iat Joon clepijj 
him, stondifi m famihante of Crist: hov/ Joon restide on Shir 
pursdaie^" in pe sop^r on Cristis bresl. pis bomlynesse was 
a greet grace, and meve> men for to trowe )iat Jiis Joon hadde 
witt of Crist. And al Jus cam of grace of Crist, pe ))ridde 
name |;at Joon clepiji himself, ^M Peter shulde knowe bi 
resoun, is ])is }tat Joon seide to Crist, Lord, who is he pal shal 
traye pee? pis word was seid on Shir pursdai, whanne Crist 
was at his soper, for ])anne tolde Crist, but comunli, |;at oon of 



T Tbtirsday, E, 



' Shir Thursday is Maundy Thurs- 
day ; ' so called,' says Nares in his 
Gloiiary, ed. 185(1. ' from the custom 
of shearing or shaving the beard on 
Ihat day.' He quotes from an old 
Homily, — ' For Ihat in old faders' 



days the people would on that day 
there Iheyr hedes, and clyp Iheyr 
berdes, and pool theyr heedes, and 
so make them honest aycnst Eaatei 
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hem shulde traje him and Pttir wolde wite which fiat he were 
For IS men seien Petre wolde ha\e foujte w]) him And 
Petre saw jiat Joon was n)3 Crist and homlj ' wijt him and 
&pake to Joon )nt he shiilde a\e Cnst whith was he Jiit shul 
traje Cnst as Cn&t hadde seid And al [iis souneji to Cnstis 
worship -md to wisdoom of Cnst And |>iis Joon nempnede 
)iis ])ridde nime and lee\e|) to boste of himsilf 

^haime Pekr jcwg pts disapk J>at was Joon Evangehst he 
axide of Jesus what shal w tfi of J is Joon But Jesus in 
swende to Petir in wisdom ind picienue and seide i wole 
}:at he dw lie }ius til Y c-mW- ukat is pat to p e r" sut pou me 
And it if> JT10W3 Jiee to cnnne and to do at Jus tjme and axe 
no more Here mai we ie how Cnst wolde (iit ntjjier Petre 
ne Joon wiste Jianne Judis name whom Cnst wiate Jnime to 
traye him And so Crist shewide togidtrc boj) pacience and 
chinte But Cnst shewile after lore more to note how men 
shulden not bisien htm to knowe [iingis unpertinent to [le hel|)e 
of jier soule. And {)us seide Crist : What is pat to pee. And 
so pis word wente among pe apostlis, Pal pis Joon shulde nevere die. 
And so wordis Jiat ben wel seid mai lijtli be taken amys ; si]> 
apostlis token amys })is word of Crist so pleinli seid. And Jnis 
Joon tellij) |)is defaute, and seide, Jiat Jesus seide not Pmt Joon 
shulde nevere die ; but Jesus seide in Jiis maner : Sut I wole pat 
Joon dwellepus till pat Fcome, what is pat to thee. And Cristis 
wordis myjten be verified on )>is maner, jif Joon were deed ; 
Jiat Crist wolde fiat Joon lyvede longe, wifiouten martirdom 
in bodi, til Crist cam in his owne persone, and warnede Joon 
to come to liim and ete in hevene wiji his brejieren in Cnstis 
feste Jiat he hadde ordeyned. And ]fus telli|j [le storie of Joon, 
)>at was longe after; as it bifel, Crist cam to Joon, and tolde 
him how he shulde come to his bre|ieren upon Sundai next 
after, and so Joon diede in his grave''. Lord! si|) jies wordis 
' homely, E. ' do \ial, E. 

» So in the Vulgale, ■ Sic eum volo Domini secundum Vsidorum anno 

manere donee veoiam. Quid ad te?' LXVIII, apparuit ei Dominus cum 

>• Tkis 'storie' is given at lai^e disciptiUs sms diccns, Veni. dilecte 

in the Ligenda Aurea of Jacobus de mi. ad me, quod tempus est ut in 

Votagine. 'Cum igiUir esset Jo- racBsa mea cum tuts fraa-ibus epideris. 

hannes XCJX antiomm, a passionc Surgens nutem Johamies coepit ire. 
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of Crist mai be wel |ius undirstonden, what shiilde meve ony 
man to take fals wite bi hem ? After [lese meke wordis of Joon, 
and comendinge of Goddis grace, teiliji Joon of himsilf: 
how he is pat disciple fiai herijj wilneise of pes pingis and wroot 
pes pingis in Jiis gospel; and we witen Pa/ his wi/rwsse is sop. 
And sich a witnesse, unsuspect, shulde be trowid of trewe men 
and not be holden for fals, si|) it is cure bileve. Prove ]>ou yai 
|jis gospel is fals, and after dampne it if \o\x cansL 



On Children Masse day. 



[SERMON XCII I.] 

Angelm domini apparuit. — Matt. ii. [13.] 

p« Lordis aungd apperide in sleep to Joseph, and seide: Rise, 
and take pe child and his modir, and flee into Egipl, and be pou 
pere HlYseie to pee ; for it is to come pat Eroude seke pe child for 
to lese him and his felowis wi|> him. And Joseph roos up, and 
toke inpe ny^tpe child and his modir, andfledde into Egipt. And 
Joseph was pere to pe deep of Heroude. And pis was done of 
Joseph, for tofulfilk pat pat was seid by Pe prophete, Pat seide : 
Out of Egipt y clepe my sone, seiji God of Crist. And panne 
Heroude saw^ pat he was disseyved of pe fyngis, and was ful 
wrop, and sente into Bedelem, and stow^ al pe children pat weren 
in Bedelem, and in allepe coostis biside, pat weren of two leer and 
wipinne, after pe tyme pat he sou^te out of pes fyngis, ])at Crist 
shulde be of age. For as men seien comunli, |)e same jeer ]iat 
Crist was born, Eroude wente to Rome and brente J«s kyngig 



Cui Dominus, Domiaiea die ad me 
venies.' The legend goes on to 
describe how St. John caused his 
grave to be dug near the altar in 
his church at Ephesus, and laid him- 
self down in it; from which point 
the story evaporates, as it were, in 
a cloud of miracles, and makes no 
mention of his actual death. This, 



however, our author miEht have 
found in St. Augustine, who, in 
Tract CXXIV In Jobann. Evang.. 
says that it was related in an apo- 
cryphal writing that the apostle, 
after his grave had been dug, ' ibi 
se tanquam in lectulo coUocasse 
siaiinijut turn tast dtfuactum.' 
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ships and dwelte jiere aboute two 5eer bifore he cam ajen. And 
)>erfore he slow alle ])e children [lat weren two jeer, for he 
dredde him of Christ )fat he shuWe take his kingdom; sif" |>is 
alien ^ was kyng bi Jie graunt of Romayns, and he wiste not 
how Crist wolde do |fat was bi kynde kyng. And panne -was 
fulfillid pat was seid bi Jeremye : A vois was herd in hi-^, which 
vois was a wepinge and a greet weiling, — Rachel was wejnng 
for hir children and she wolde not he eon/orttd, for pei weren 
not, quic |)us. 

pis prophecie is undJrslonden on many maneres of men. 
Sum men undirstonden it, Jiat Rachel wepte in spirit )iat jiei 
weren not hir children (tat weren kild in Bedleem, but h\r 
sistris children ; for fei weren kild martiris. 0]ier men undir- 
stonden by Rachel holi Chirche ; and f>es martiris weren hir 
children Jiat she wepte fore, not for J* martirdom Jiat was in 
hem, but for Jie synne )iat was done ajens hem. And Jie 
rcmenant of fie word is undirslonden ^ denyingli, })at |)e Chirche 
wolde not be confortid of |)is, j>at her children weren dede. For 
she t«3U3te it no disconfort by many enchesouns; oon, f>at it 
mut nede be, as God himsilf haj> ordcyned, — and he ordeyne|i 
evere for Jie bcste, jif we coudyn perseyve it. How shulde we 
grutche ajens God fat we trowen doiji so wel? Also, we trowen 



mil lies iyn^ 
egend is not 



ofar a; 
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earlier date than Pettus Comestor, 
(the Mangiailore of Dante, Paradiso, 
xii. 134), author of the Histotia 
ScbfJaslUa, from whom De Lyta 
quotes it. I'cter was a priest of 
Trayes m the twelfth century ; ihe 
Hiiloria is said to hive been pro- 
duced in the year 1 1 8 < . In the 
dedication, addressed to the arch- 
bishop of Sens, Peter declares that 
he had written the work at the 
urgent entreaty of many friends, in 
order to 'eluddate the too brief and 
obscure narrative of holy scripture.' 
Labbe, in his Striplores EccUsiasiici, 
thus writes of him; — 'Historiam 
Ecclesiasticam consarcinavit eamque 
glossis turn ^^ssimis turn insulsis- 
sunis refercivit, quae famen ita turn 






i undirstondiag. 
ubique obtinuit, ut i 
sacrae nudae ac pui 
ferrelur.' 

The story of the veracious Fetiiis 
is, that while Herod was on his way 
to Kome, whither he had been sum- 
moned by Augustus with reference 
to the quarrels between him and Ms 
sons, he stayed for a time at Tarsus 
in Cihcia, and burnt all the ships of 
the people of Tarsus, in revenge for 
their having provided the vrise men 
with a ship to return home in. 
Whereby the prophecy in the forty- 
eighth Psalm was fulfilled, 'Thou 
shalt break the ships of Tarshish 
with an east wind,' Tarshish being 
of course identical with Tarsus J 

'' Herod was an alien and no 
Jew, being Ihe son of Antipater 
Ihe Idumaean. 
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)iat )ies seintis weren take in )ier best tyme, eo y^t many ben 
betere jian J«i shulden have be unmartrid. Whi shulde {>e Chirche 
sorowe for her grete goode? Many sich resouns ben maad, 
|)at men shulden be pacient and confourme hem to Goddis 
wille, and enjoie of |>e more goode. And )ms men seien Jiat 
}« Chirche is worshipid hi martirs. Crist is heed of martins, 
and oonli bi himsilf; but his membris ben martris upon fire 
maneres: sum in wille and dede,~and |?us was Stephen martrid; 
and sum in wille, and not in dede, — and Jjus was Joon martrid; 
and sum men in dede and not in wille, and )jus weren J)es 
children martrid. 

But men douten comunii how alle Jies weren martris, si]) 
circumcisioun was Jianne as nedeful as now is baptym. But licly 
many of hem weren kild bifore )« eijtjie dai, and, bifore }iat, Jiei 
shulden not be circumcidid bi }« lawe. Here many men ]ienken 
fiat Jier ben many circumcisiouns, as Jier ben many baptemys, as 
it is knowun comunii. And God is not so oblishid to sensible 
sacramentis )>at ne he mai, wi))OUten hem, jyve a man his grace. 
And as God jaf martins grace, wi])Outen baptym of water, bt 
baptym of ]>e Hooli Goost and bi water of Cristis side, so mai 
men suppose of circumcisioun ; and so alle ])es Innocentis 
weren circumcided in soule, J>us mai men suppose binejie 
bileeve. 

And many men supposen ]iis more Jian of Jies seintis Jiat 
now ben canonisid bi ]ie Court of Rome, for lordship, or 
money, or favour of partis ; for }ius may }ie Court be biyndid 
in many sich canonisingis. Also, fals n p o n n 

bifore God ; whi shulden we bileve fat 1> s n n o]>? 

also, many sich signes jiat ben holden myr li m b d n b 
])e fend, and many moo jian jiei ; what e d n of J>e }> 

Jiis soule is in hevene ? Som soulis ben h en b wi n e 
of holi writt, and fiis witnes is more |) [lan a {>ou d 

Courtis; and bileve of Cristen men is Jia )> 1 n Bu 

men supposen binefe bileve jiat ojier n b n n af 
evidence Jiat Jiei have, oujier more or les um m n up 

posen, and sum leeven levefulli ; and sum m n w n ul Jra 
alle sich seintis profiten not to men but ^ f )i ak n h n lo 
Crist. So, jif men woldcn betore love Crist wif^outen sich feestis, 
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it were beter to hem to ante s ch seintis. But wiji |)is it is sofi, 
Jiat manj be se n s n he e e, as Laurence and Kateryne a, 
al^if Ron e canonise hem neve e. But si)i jies seintis ben not 
express d n |)c la e of hoi r tt, men ben not holden to trowe 
it expressl )>at J«s ben se nt m hevene : for after Jiat trenjie is 
in holi tt si ulden men tro e )>is treu|fe. And so, as it is ofte 
seid, ho! vntt conteyne)) al t e ijie : sum treujie expresii, — and 
J>at shul ien n en j)us trowe — and sum trcujie pryvyli, — and jiat 
shulden n en o e n comune And God woot of Jies feslis, 
whe]>er J-e Ch che ben be e e for hem; for if men loven more 
Crist an 1 holden bete e Go id s lawe bi ))is multitude of festis, 
and hi J>e seiyng of her houris, Jianne it profitijt to sich men to 
kepe sich Jiingis wel. And jif {>es festis, wl)i |>es ymages and ]>es 
houris, weren left of men, and (lanne ]iei loveden betere Crist, 
and diden betere service ]^t he bad hem; jianne it profitide to 
sich men to leve siche serymonies. And it semeji to many men, 
si|f Crist, wi}) alle hise apostlis, lefte alle siche |)ingis and lyvede 
betere in charite, and kepte betere jie bidding of God, so men 
myjten now do. But men shulden not here diffyne, but jif God 
tolde it hem; for boJ« sich doyng and sich lyvynge myjte do, in 
caas, harm or good. But algatis men shulden seie, f>at ])ei shulden 
not leve ]« office Jtat Crist bad hem expresly for sich newe 
ordenaunce. 

And it is knowun Jiat many harmes and many erroiu^ 
fallen bi )ies festis; first, in Jie purchasyng of canonisyng 
of seintis at Rome; after, in coveitouse occupiyng togedre 
moneie bi siche seintis; and algatis in mystrowyng Jiat men 
have of sich seintis. As sum men Irowen Jiat Seint Thomas, 
Erchebishop of Cantirbirie, diede for dowyng of )« Chirche, and 
to defende goodis Jierof. And it were more licli to men, and 
more acording to Goddis lawe, l>at men shulden be seintis in 
hevene for to bringe holi Chirche to J>e ordenance jiat Crist 



» At the early period (middle of 
the third, and early in the fourth 
cenlury) at which these saints lived, 
no formil rules for canonization ex- 
isted. Vet St. Laurence is a strange 
instance to choose ; for though he 
was not formally canoniied, his feast 



was solemnly kept in the Roman 
church at least ever since the fifth 
century ; and this was the more 
natum, because he wa3 a native of 
Rome. See his life in Alban Butler 
(Aug. lo). 
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ordeynede ; and J>at was pore state of preesHs. And herfore 
trowen many men, fiat cause |)at made Seint Thomas martir 
was, Jiat !ie spake ajens wolves Jiat weren aboute to murjiere 
lambren; and sufFrede not, for defaute of preching, Goddis 
vynejerde passe to a wortjerd. And )jus bishopis and clerkis, 
wij" kingis, holden stifli ajens Thomas ; and )ms we redyn ^ of 
Seint Thomas, and trowen it betere, but lessc ])an fei]). And 
jius shulde we not stryve, as foolis, how hye ^is Thomas is in 
hevene, and what seinlis in hevene he passijt ; as done jies newe 
foundun ordris of her patrouns », for whom ])ei stryven how 
hie seintis |)ei ben in hevene. And jit |iei can neijier teche bi 
resoun ne bi bileve jat jiei ben seinlis in hevene, ne Jiat [lei passe 
)« !este in hevene. But men mai trowe, whoso wole, jics fablis 
for which foolis stryven. God jyve us grace to love him, and 
kepe his lawe, and love it; for |)at is betere to Cristene men, 
Jian kepe |?es festis of }tes seintis. For ech preier to |iese 
seintis moot be knytt wi|) helpe of God. For, if we loven Crist 
in his ordre betere for love of siche seintis, Jianne (>es festis 
profiten to us ; but comunli {lei done us harm. But al oure 
craft were for to knowe what we shulden take as bileve, and 
what |iing we shulden suppose, and what ])ing forsaken as fals. 



» as doni J>« netiie fouiidun ordris of 
her palrovns. This looks like a re- 
ference to the famous Libtr Con- 
formi/alvm of Bartholomew of Pisa ; 
but if it be, this sermon was not 
written by Wyclif, for that work, 
according to Gieseler (Eccl. Hist, 
vol. iv. p. 155) was not written till 
1,185, In it is s^d, (I quote from 
Gicseler) that the brothei' Padficus 



had SI 
heaven, ' 






aliis et prae omnibus 

omni lapide prelioso;' of which 
seat it was told him, — ' haec sedes 
fuit Lnciferi, ct loco ejus sedebit 
humilis Frandscus.' It is. however, 
probable that the exaltation of their 
founder in Paradise was a favourite 
ibeme with Frandscan preachers in 
all coimfries, long before the ap- 
pearance of the Liber Con/ormila- 



,, Google 



WFCZIF'S 



PE Gospel ok f>E sixte day after Cristmasse dm. 

[SERMON XCIV.] 

Erai Joseph d Maria. — Luc. ii. [33.] 

To sum men it ptesi)) for to telle (le talis fat )>ei fynden in 
seintis lyves, or wifiouten holi writt; and sich fing plesil" ofte 
more ["c peple. But we holden [lis manere good,— to leeve sich 
wordis and triste in God, and telle sureli his lawe, and speciaU 
his gospelis; for we trowen |fat Jiei camen of Crist, and so God 
seiji hem alle. And [les wordis, sij) ])ei ben Goddis, shulden be 
taken as bileve ; and more wolen {lei quykene men |>an oJ>er 
wordis ])at men knowen not. And Jius )jes festis of J)es seintis 
ban ))is good biside ojier, jiat man mai wei telle in hem \t 
vmderslonding of J>e gospel. 

pis gospel telliji a treu|>e to us, \Qyi Joseph and Marie, Cristis 
eldris, weren woundringe of pes pingis fiat weren seid jianne of 
Crist; for alle fies wordis weren newe to hem, and seid of God, 
as we bileven. And as Austin sei) on J« Psalm «: Trowe it 
not, for Y seie so; but, jif Crist seie so, wo is him {lat trowi]) 
it not. And as we shulden have bileve )at alle Cristis wordis 
moten nede be trewe, so we shulden have bileve ]>at J-is sentence 
was seid of Crist ; which sentence is told to us hi figuris and bi 
mannis writing. And )fis is ]« leste bileve jiat we shulden have 

al oure feiji. And jif we ben disseyved in {>is, oure owne 
synne is in cause. We shulden not trowe in |)is ynke, ne in Jie 
skynnes }>at is clepid book^, but in ]fe sentence ^ax Jiei seien, 
which sentence is fe book of liif For, al if f^er ben many 
treu])is and dyverse resouns in jie gospel, ne|«les ech of \ts 
treujiis is j>e substance of God himsilf. 

Symem was an oold man, and blessid Marie and Joseph ; for 
he bilevede fiat Jesus hir soae was togidere God and man, and 
so he trowide |)at bi him Marie and Joseph coulden ^ be saved. 

' a bake, E. ' schulden, E. 

' I have not been able lo veiify Ihls reference. 
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pis Symeon seide lo Marie, fat he trowide was Goddis modir 
Lo, pis child is putt here into falling dmm and rysyng up of 
many folk pal hen in Israel, and into a signe to whtck tl shal 
be aynseid, of wickjde men; and pi souli, which is his, shall 
passe swerd of compassioun. For Mine suffnde in herte wi|f 
Crist and hadde myche sorewe in jus world For to iich folk 
wolde Crist jeue blisse, and J>us |!er blisse sa\ounde more, for it 
is seid comunii {>at man may not passe fro )ua joie streijt unto 
\t joie of heven, for Jianne he^enli joie saiounde him not 
And Jius ech man of worldli lust, jif he shal after come to 
hevene, mote nedis have a litil space to pure;e him of his 
worldh lyf; and J>anne shal blisse savoure him, whinnehe is 
purgid [lus fro )iis world. And so Crist, wi|) his modir and alle 
hise apostlis, hadden here sorowe, and jius [lei neren disposid 
here to take betere Jie blisse of he\ene And it is no drede to 
clerkes Jrat ne ]>e spirit of oure Ladi, |fe which is hf of hir, and 
in which Crist was wlappid, was a spmt of Crist, is alle fimgis 
moten nedis be hise. Lord! &i|) sophi^tns graunten )nt J>is* 
fadir of }«' hound is myn, and jit he is not my fadir*, whi 
shulde we not ^aunte also jiat oure Ladies soule is Cnstis and 
so myche more, as Cristis wille and hir wil!e was ever at oon ? 
pe eende whi oure Ladi suffride ]jus, was herfore ordeyned of 
God, for she shulde be more hooli and more disserve to 
Cristene men, and beter prime Cnsfis dedes, and telle hem hise 
evaungelistis. 

And }ius many men tellen fis cause to dyvers ententis , jiat 
oure Ladi shulde have sorewe, pal pou^lis k sheivid of many 
herlis. Sum men construen )iis Jius \aX oure Ladi, bi Jiis sorewe, 
lovede more tendirli mankynde, and made hem ';hewe her 
pryvy synnes. And so, bi fiis merit of oure Ladi, Jfoujtis of 
apostlis and o[>er weren shewid of many hertis to God, bi 
confession; or ellis, Jiat |jus oure Ladi Jwujte betere on dedes 
t-at Crist dide, and shewide hem to Luke and o[>er, to witnesse 
hem of many hertis, 



' So in E ; A italicizes the words Goddis modir. 

' On the fallacies arising from 
ambiguity of the middle term, see the 
chapter on Fallacies in Whalely's 



' i>e, E. 



3 J»j, E. 
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Andjier was an oold womman, Anna, pat was a prophek in )iis 
tyme : she was dotc^ier of Fanml, of pe kynrede of Aser. pi> 
Anna wen/e wel in her daies, and she lyvede sevens yer wip hir 
hosehonde Jiat was weddid wi]) Vnfro her maidenhod. And pis 
Anna was widewe untofoure score yer andfmre,pai wenie not 
out of pie temple, hut servede perinne, hope ni'^t and dai, Mfasitnge 
and devoule preieris. And pis Anna campe same fyme, and made 
hir confession to God, and spake of Crist, as ' of God and man, 
to alle oper, \s.\ camen to hir and weren in bileve, and abiden Pe 
biyng ayn of manfynde. Here men douten comunli how old jiis 
Anna was, and whejier |>e3 foure score joer and foure ben 
cotintid in hir two eeldis bifore, as in tyme of hir maidenhood, 
and in tyme of hir wedlok. But leve we fis witt to God, and 
wite we wel fat Jis Anna was an old womman ■ and so Crist 
wolde have witnesse of ages and statis of folk Cnst wolde 
have witnes of old folk, as weren Anna and Symeoun , and he 
hadde witnesse of jong folk, as weren Innocentis martrid for 
him; and he hadde witnesse of mvddil folk ai weren his fadir, 
and modir, and herdis. But comunli Crist hadde witnesse of 
just folk of good name. 

And whanne pei hadden do alle pingis in pe temple, pat f el to 
he done hi Goddis lawe, pei tumeden ayn to Galile, to pe ciiee 
Nazareth. For, si]> Crist was circumcisid, and pore offringe 
was maad for him, jier was no more j>ere to do bi Crist, of so 
tendir age; but whanne he was of twelfe jeer, he cam ajen wi[> 
his eldris and enfourmede Jie doctours of jie temple, as ]« 
gospel of Luk seij). And in Jie meene while, pe child wexide 
and was confortid, ful of witt, and pe grace of God was wip 
him. 

' So K ; A reads and. 
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JJE Gospel on Newe 5eris Day. 

[SERMON XCV.] 

Posiquam consummali sunt. — Loc. ii. [ai-] 
pi8 gospel telli)) of Cristis circumcisioun, Jiat was done on 
jie ei^tij* ' daie fro Jiat Crist was bore. And jiis religioun bigan 
at Abraham Jie patriark; and j)is religioun was done in hem 
longe after Jier eijtjie dales 'a. But Jiis was kept speciaK among 
)ie Jewis; but now we kepen it not, but J>ing Jiat it figurifi. 
pe first book of Goddis lawe telli]) of Adam and Eve, how )«i 
lyveden nakid in tyme of Jier innocence. But fro Jiei hadden 
synned, ))ei wisten Jat )>ei weren nakid, and J«i founden in 
lymes of gendrure rebellioun to resoun; and Jiei shameden herof, 
and hiliden ]ics lymes, for man shame]) kyndeli of workes of 
synne. And Jius God bad Abraham to }>enke on J>is synne, 
fat men shuHen kitte awey Jie skynne of Jier ^erde ; and ]tis 
kitting awei is clepid circumcisioun. Many causes [ler ben 
whi ]jis prophytid to Jewis; for, bi Jiis ]«i {loujten betere on 
])e synne of Adam ; bi Jiis (lei fledden more ]ie foule synne of 
lecherie. And to ])is synne weren [le Jewis fui redi ; and her- 
fore Bwynys fleish was forfendid Jewis''. And bi |>is obedience 
]iat Jewis maden to God, weren j)ei knowen from oJ«r men, 
whanne ])ei weren skyn in bataile. Si^ Crist myjte not synne, 
and algatis in lecherie, Crist was circumcidid, to fuIfiUe J>e lawe, 
and to telle men aftir how he clensi]? ])er hertis fro synnes ]>at 
jiei han done, in dede, in word, and ]ioujt. 



' yj'tw. E. 



thirteen, when the 

tised on them, and on all the men 

of the hoDshold. 

" Nicholas de Lyra {Biblia Sacra. 
in Levit. cap. xi.) explains that the 
flesh of the camel, the hare, the 
Hyrax Syriacus, or cfioerogryllas. 



' >e ejrjf dayes, E. 

(translated ' coney,') and the swine, 
was forbidden to the Jews, because 
by the first is mysticklly signified 
pride, by the second timidity, by the 
third avarice, and by the fourth fil- 
Ihiness,— vices which are respec- 
tively opposed to the four cardinal 
virtues, prudence, courage, justice, 
and chastity. 
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And [lis is Jie first ernest' ])at Crist jaf for mannis kynde, 
and seide ]iat he wolde save it bi blood of )?is Goddis lomb. 
Men seien f>at Crist [tries shed his blood for man : first, in cir- 
cumcision of [lis tendir membre ; Jie secounde tyme, longe 
after, whanne Crist swelte his blood whanne he praiede for 
man, and dredde to suffre de|t ; Jie [ridde tyme, and moost, 
whanne )je blood of Cristis bodi was drawyn out in many 
maneris bi violence of turmentouris. J>e blood in his fleish 
was drawyn out bi scourging; ]>e blood in his veynes was 
drawyn out bi nailis ; and Jie blood of his herie, where Cristis 
liif was tresourid, was drawyn out bi persing of spere of a knyjt. 
Lord ! si]) Crist seijj }iat Jie blood of just Abel shal be requyrid 
of Cayn, myche more Jiis blood of Crist. And sijj suffring bi 
charite is meritorie and helpyng, myche more Jiis suffringe 
of ])e persone of Crist. And j)U3 goostli circumcisioun was 
evermore nedeful; and it hadde vertue and ende in jie blood 
of Crist. 

pis gospel telliti shortli of J)is circumcisioun. Luk seiji, 
Whanne ei^ie daies weren endid, JmtJ/e child shulde be circumcidid, 
his name was clepid Jesus, pal was ckpid of Jie aungel Ufore he 
shulde be conceyved in wombe. It is knowun to trewe men )>at 
Crist was Jiries clepid ])us ; oones, whanne he was circumcidid, 
as we clepen children whanne Jiei ben baptizld^; ]je tolier lyme, 
whanne Gabriel spak wif> oure Ladi, and telde hir how she 
shulden conseyve Crist, and he shulde be clepid Jesus, pe 
Jiridde tyme was Crist clepid Jesus in fe Trinite wijiinne; and 
[lis was hijest cleping, and moost of vertu. For by' {le orde- 
nance of [lis ojier han [ler power ; and bi |iis seiji Poul, 
Jiat in j)e name of Jesus ech knee is bowid, of hevcne, of erjie, 
and helle ; and ech tunge confessi)i Jiat oure Lord Jesus Crist 
is in ])e glorie of God his Fadir. And so |iis word Jesus, seid 
of trewe men, is of gret vertu ajens )« fendis. And, as sum 
speken, ["is name is often teld, sum tyme privyti, and sum 
tyme apertli, and it was ofte figurid bifore fat Crist was bore. 
Jesus is as myche to seie as Savyour. And so Joseph in Egipt 
was figure of oure Jesus. Josue, J)at ledde Goddis folk, and 

' ernes. E, ' bnpiynied. ^ So E; bifore, A. 
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partide Jie lond of biheste, figuiide oure Jesus bi many pro- 
pirtees; and so dide Jesus Sidrakis sone; and Jesus Nanes' 
sone ». 

And, as men seien, in Jiis word ' Unne|>e sbal Jie just man 
be saved,' is menyd l)is word Jesus, whoso coude undirstonde 
it. For in Jiis word Vix ben but free lettris, V, and I, and X. 
And V bitokene]> fyve; I bitokenej) Jesus; and X bitokeneji 
Crist. And so [lis resoun seijj ]>at \& just man shal be saved 
bi |)e V woundis of Jesus Crist oure Lord. 



fE Gospel on Twelf>e Evyn. 
[SERMON XCVI.] 

Defuncto Herode.—'^&.t'r. ii. [19.] 
pis gospel telli> how Crist cam from Egipt, For in tyme 
Jiat Crist was Jjere, Jiat is not made to us to knowe, was |!e first 
Heroude deed, fiat sloig [le children for Crislis sake. For in 
meke abiding sendi) God remedy ; and fius seiji )ie gospe! {lat, 
Whanne Heroude was deed, lo, Pe aungel 0/ oure Lord apperide 
to Joseph in sleep, and bad him ryse, and take ]>e child and his 
modir, and go in/ope lond 0/ Israel, /or pel ben dedepat sou^len 
Pe childis lit/. It is seid bifore, \s.i God is good maistir, Jtat 
sendifi siche messangers to conforte his disciplis, and telli]> but 
litil at oones, |iat [lei shulden not forjete ; but evere as (lei ban 
nede, Jwi shulden ben newe confortid. God woot al jiing bifore 
)>at it be done ; and so he ordeynede his angel to come to 
Joseph in Egipt anoon, whanne Eroude was deed, to telle him 
t«s ti|)ingis. And so Joseph dide nojt but fat )iat God tolde 
him. And jif Eve hadde do so, she hadde venquishid jie 
fend, and not hadde daliance wij) him til [lat she hadde ben 
disseyved. 

And wite we wel, [lat not oonli Heroude soujte Jie liif of 
Jesus, but many of his servauntis for love of him. And ("US 
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lordis seien, we wolen ]>at it be so. Two maneres of sekyng 
)ier ben of men : sum men seken men to do hem good and 
worship ; and ])us ]>re kingJs soujten oure Lord Jesus ; and 
smn men seken a man to do him hann and dispit; and |nis 
Heroude and his servantis soujfen Jesus Crist; and )iei wolden 
have kilid Crist. And ()us )>ei soujten Cristis liif; for his 
spirit \e\ mj^ten not dere ; and his bodi Jiei tolden Ktil bi, but 
Jiei wolden not Jiat his spirit hadde quiked his bodi. 

And Joseph roos and look fie child and his modir also, and cam 
in io fie land of Israel ; but warli, as ])e anngel taujte him. 
And, whanne Joseph herde fiai Archelaus , Heroitdis sons, rengnede 
injudeefor hisfadir, he dredde/or kirn Io gofiidir. And Joseph- 
was amonesckid in sleep bi angel h(m> he shulde go ; and wenle 
into Galiie. And Joseph cam and dwelte in a citee of fiai centre, 
pat was rlepid Nazareth ; for to fulfille fie prophecie pal Jesus 
shulde be clepid of Nazareth. And so he was; for Pilat wroot 
upon his cros J'is writing, as ])e gospel te!lij>; Jesus of Naza- 
reth, King of Jewes, And so, as Luk teUi];, oure Ladi was 
grett in ]je citee of Nazareth, and Jier she conceyvede Crist; 
I and |)us bi many resons was Crist ckpid of Nazareth, 

itisiisaJi Beside lettre of {)is gospel, mai men mceve' doutis of scole; 

hKcmJm but me ])inkijj now, it is bettre to touche lore of vertues. We 
shal bileve ])at al Jie gospel, be it nevir so literal, techi]) what 
J>ing shal bifalle, and how |)at men shal lyve. And so, as Crist 
in his joungjie was pursued by many men to dispi&e him and 
slee him in his owne persone ; so, unto |)e dai of dome is he 
pursued in his membres, and algatis in Goddis cause, bi resoun 
of Goddis lawe. We shulden not presume, but hope, Jiat we 
ben membris of Crist; but wel we witen, jif men haten us and 
pursuen us for Cristis cause, Jjanne Jfci pursuen Crist in his 
membris, and haten \& cause of Crist For hetere cause myjte 
not Crist have [lan defending of his lawe ; for {>i6 cause made 
Crist Ke deed many weies bifore ojier ; and Crist, for [le beste 
cause, suffride here martirdome. Studie wel Goddis lawe, and 
J>e treufe Jiat sue]) ofit, and defende it booldli,— bojie to 
preestis and to \& world,— and )>0u shalt have enemyes to 

' lastve, E. 
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pursue tiee to Jie deji. And as Crist was pursued bo|>e of 
preestis and knyjttis, so {>ou shalt be pursued of |>es twoo 
bi diverse resouns. Sum tyme knyjttis ben chevetaynes, as 
it fel of J>e eemperours, and sum tyme preestis ben maistris, 
as it was in Cristis tyme. And so it mai falle now, boJ)e of 
popis and bishopis. For jif men Jienken Goddis lawe sharp', 
and to lette avauntage of Jiis world, men of ]>is world, bi 
fend, wolen haten hem J>at puplisshen it. And so sloujie and 
cowardise ben cause of [lis fals pees ; and so wanting of ))is 
pees is signe to many ]fat God loveji hem. Ech word of ]fis 
gospel mai be told to {'is entent ; but it suffisiji to have jie 
roote, and go lijtli to o|>er wittis. And muse we not how }iii 
kingdom cam from Archilaus to Heroude ; for if it hadde be 
profitable, God wolde have tolde it in his lawe. And so many 
treujiis profiten more while ]>ei ben imknowen to men [)an jiei 
shulden profite knowyn ; as Goddis lawe techiji us. 



[SERMON XCVII.j 

Cim natus essel/esus. — Matt, ii, [i.] 
pis gospel telliji, how t>re kyngis camen afer out of ffc eest 
to do worship to Jesus Crist, as |)ei weren taujt bi Goddis 
lawe. And Jius sei|) Mathew in [lis gospel, Jiat whanne Jesus 
was horn in BeMeem of pe Imd o/Judee, for diversite of anojier 
Bedeleera, in pe daies of Heroude pe Kyng. (And J>is was ]>e 
first Heroude, more [lan jie two after, and he was kyng of 
Judee bi |>e eemperour of Rome; and he hadde it in pees, 
Jiat tyme jiat Crist was bore. And jms sei|> Jie testament of Ja- 
cob, whanne he tolde of Judas his sone : ' per shal not be taken 
aweie Jie ceptre' fro Judas kynde, ne a duke Jiat shal come 
of him, til fat Crist come, |>at is to be sent'; and he shal be 
abidii^ of he}>ene men,' Jtat he shal tume. And |fus it bifel 



ti ichaif, E. 
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of Heroude, for |>e tyme |iat Crist was bore ; for |;anne regalie 
of }« Jewis was taken aweie, and jovun to Heroude,) And |>ea 
)ire kingis weren wise men, and lyveden in worship after fier 
astat, and taujten her pepie Goddis lawe and resoiin, as jiei 
hadden be )>ree men of hevene. And fro ]je tyme of Balam, 
[at was profete of Moab, Jier weren kingis in )iat centre to 
aspie his prophecie. For he seide |>at a sterre shulde springe 
of \e kynde of Jacob, and Gentil folk shulde loute fiat child 
j)3t shulde be bore in tyme of ])is sterre. And so, whanne jiia 
sterre apperide on Cristemasse nijt, or bifore, )'es t)ree kingis 
ordeyneden hem to come and worshipe Jiis child. And so }iei 
camen upon dromedis wijiinne )« ]frittent>e daie ; for her weie 
was ordeyned redi, wijiouten letting, how fiei shulden come. 
And, for jiei wisten f)at {« Child was greet, (lei camen to Jeru- 
salem, ]>at was [le heed citee of ]>e contre, and hopiden jiat 
Crist was bore jiere. And ^ttQ Jiei ^ axidm opinli, Where is he 
pal is bore Kyng ofjewes, as Balaim tolde in his prophecie, /ir 
we saiaen pe sterre of him. in pe eesl, Jiat haji led us, and we ben 
comen wip y/les to loute him, as we shulden. And whanne 
Heroude kerde pes wordis, he was disturbUd, hi many causis, 
and alpe cilee of Jerusalem was disturbUd wip him. He Jioujte 
])at so grete men wolden not come so fer |«dir, but ;if jiei hadden 
wist bi certeyn tokenes Jiat a kyng of Jewes were bore ; and 
]>is kyng shulde reve him ])e kyngdome ]iat he hadde. Men 
seien |)at {>is sterre was sich jiat it was binejie Jie moone in [le 
overmeste^ part of )>e eir, and movede as God wolde ^tA it 
movede. And so ]>es J'ree kingis weren meved bi li)t and 
ieding of ])is sterre ; and so [>ei my^ten in litil tyme come to 
Jerusaleem. 

And Heroude gedride alle princis of preesits pal weren in 
Jerusalem, and alle /e seribis of pe peple, to wite where Crist 
shulde be bore. And pet seiden to him, jiat he shulde be bore, 
In Beedleem of Judee ; for so was il wrilun bi pe prophets, pal 
seide Pus, of ])is toun : — And pm, Bedeleem, in pe lond of Jttda, 
art not lest among pe princis of Juda ; for of pee shal come out 
a duk pal shal reule my folk of Israel, panne Heroude made 
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privyli clepe J/ese pree kingis, and lernede of hem pe fym of pi 
sierre pat appertde to hem, and smie hem into Bedelem, and seia 
to hem, (but falseli) : — Go y, and axe bisili of pis child, jiat i 
bore ; and whanns y hav foundun him, telle y me ayn, pat Y 
come and loule him. And whanne pei herden pe king [lus speke, 
pei wenten out of Jerusaleem ; and lo, pe sUrre pat pei sawen in pe 
eest meevede Ufore hem til pat place pat it stood, evens above where 
pe child festis was. And whanne pes kingis sawen pis sterre, 
Pei hadden myche joie wipal. And pei entriden in to Pie hous, and 
foundmipe child, wip Marie his modir; andpeifil doun bifore pe 
child, and lotitiden him, devouteli. And Pei openedenper Iresouris, 
and offriden to him ))ree jiftis, gold and mirre and encense ; — 
as [>ei weren tau^te fo trowe of Crist Jtat he was bojw king and 
preest, and shulde die for mankynde. And pel token arnwere 
in per sleep, pat pel shulden not turne ayn to Heroude ; and so 
ii anoper weiepei iurneden a\en to per lond. 

Bi ]jis gospel mai we lerne, how Crist coveitide honest 
poverte ; for he was not bore in }ie kingis citee, but in pore 
uplondish toun, — not in \t beste place of )ie toun, but in a pore 
comune stable. And Jies kyngis weren enfourmed bi tymes 
what alle l«s Jiingis menten. And so we singen in fe chirche, 
>at Jies }>ree jiftis of }ie kingis weren jovun of ech of hem, and 
bi certeyn causis ordeyned of God. Bi J-e gold ]jei mijten bie 
(lingis Jiat was nedeful for Crist, and bi ]« mirre Jiei myjten 
streng>e {le raembris of Crist, and hi }ie encence Jiei my^ten 
putte awey J»e stynke of )ie stable. And Crist ordeynede bi his 
iawe, Jiat he shulde not fus begge, but lyve in an honest poverte 
lik to {)e stale of innocence. And [-at J)e l>re kingis camen so 
fer to bringe J«s goodis unto Crist, bitokeneji Cristis lordship 
t>at he hadde wi> his povert. But me Jjinkifi Jiat Jie witt is 
betere \it jie Chirche singijf of J)is ; gold is Cristis regalie, 
in encence his presthode, and in myrre his sepulcre*. And ]jus 
alle men shulden worshipe hem. Seculer lordis shulden wor- 
shipe Crist, and Jiat |fis gold shulde teche hem ; preestis also 

' The writer no doubt refers to qnence used on the festival of the 
the following passage in the Se- Epiphany (Sanam Missal) :— 
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shuldeii worshipe Crist, bi l>e lore of ]iis encence; and alle 
comunes shuldeii worshipe Crist, for we ben alle dedli, and 
in tyme of oure de]) and aftirward we haue noon heipe but 
him. And \ns shulden we do in lijt ; for we shulden worche 
discretli. And, as Gregory techifia, we shulden wenden fro [« 
fend al bi anofer weie f>an we camen into )'is world. For bi 
synne we camen hidir, and contynneden here in synne ; but we 
shal wende fro }e fend unto oure countre, [lat is hevene, bi ])e 
weie of vertuous^ liif, and Jianne we suen )tes Jiree kingis. 



t!E Gospel on Conversioun dai of Seint Poul. 
[SERMON XCVIIL] 

Ecce reliquimus'^ omnia. — Matt. xix. [27.] 
pis gospel telli|) of {« meede ])at Crist bihijte to his hie 
knyjtis. Petre was of greet bileve, and hardi in axing, and 
axij" J)us Crist ; — Lo, we hav forsaken alh P'ngis, and tve hav 
sued pee ; what mede shal be to m for pis suynge? Here men 
douten comunlij how Petre seide sojt; siji men forsaken not but 
[ling |)at J)ei have hadde, and Petre was a fishere, and hadde but 
litil jiing. Also j'er ben many )iingis ["at Petre Jioujte nevere 
on; but how shulde he forsake f>ing ];at nevere cam in his 
])oiqt ? Also, Petre forsoke nevere t>e Holi Trinite, ne (« 
manheede of Crist, )iat ben manj |)ingis How approve]* Crist 
|)es false wordis of Petre ? Here it semeji to many men (lat 
Petre undirstood j)us, — ])at j'ei forsoken alle )nngis', — for alle 
}>es worldli goodis; sij) ])ei heldtn ]jer bisjnesse and [>er 
wille fro |)es goodis. And Jiis witt mente Cnat, in his speche 

' So in E ; A has viriua. = So b E ; A has nUajuimus. " The 

words |>a(— Wifi^'i are om. in E. 

• St- Gregory, Homil. X. ■ A re- appetitum camis refienando, tedea- 

gione nostra superbiendo, inobedi- mus. Per aliam ergo viam ad le- 

endo, visibilia sequendo, dbum gionem noiitram regredimur ; quo- 

vetitum gustaado, discessimus : sed niam qui a paradisi gaudiis per di- 

ad earn necesse est, ut flendo, obe- lectanienta dzscessimus, ad hacc per 

diendo, visibilia contemnendo, atque lamentare ' 
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aftir to Pefre. And jius biddi)> Crist bi Luk and Joon to 
forsake and hate seven goodis. And ]ies wordis mai serve wel 
to Jiis undirstonding ; and j)is witt was so|) of Petre and of>er 
apostlis; si]> a manere of forsakyng is to leeve wiUe to siche 
goodis, and jiei hadden not suyd Crist J>us, but jif }iei hadden 
left sich will. And it is lijt to assoile objectis ajens Jiis'. To 
])e firste we seien, )>at Peter, bifore he suyd Crist, hadde in his 
affeccioun al manere of sich jiing ; and ])is desire he lefte, and 
so alle siche j'ingis. To j>e secounde word we seien, [>at ])er 
ben many jioujtis and tnany desiris to j'ingis, as special or 
general. Petre hadde general desire to aJ manere of siche 
Jiingis, and general forsakyng axiji sum mede. And derkis 
seien, Jiat special mai not be wi|>outen general, and ^\s forsaking 
makif" hem to have pes [lingis fie which }iei forsoken,— jhe, 
betere |)an Jiei hadden bifore; as, jif a man forsake for Crist 
his fadir and modir, he haj) hem jianne betere ]jan whanne he 
lovede hem fleishli. 

The firidde obiect jiat here is maad goi)) not ajens oure 
sentence. For ech man mai wel wite jiat Petre jioujte not 
to leve Crist, siji Petre sei|>, next aftir, })at }>ei suen Crist; and 
)>at is verri tokene j)at Jiei forsaken not Jius Crist, si|» Jiei forsaken 
al manere of erjieli f>ingis for Crist ; and fiis axi|> grete mede, sl]> 
it is myche, and wilful ; and mede bihijt to traveilours makiji 
hem traveile betere. 0)ier charlris he nedif> not but jie word of 
Crist; for wordis of)* firste treujie passen alle ofier chartris. 

Jesus setde to hem, to whom he spak l>es wordis : Sopdi I seie 
lo ym, pat y Pat Pus hav suyd me, in Pe laste making of men ', 
whanne mannis sorte skal sitie in sett of his majesle, y shal siile in 
tioelve Sites and juge twelve kynredis of Israel. Here shal we 
wite ))at Crist spak not oonii to fes twelve, but generali to 
ojier seintis Jiat passingli suen Crist; for jif Crist bihgte )»is to 
Scarioth, and lefle to jeve [lis mede to Poul, what truj* were in 
Cristis wordis, or what mede to ojier men? It semeji )iat Crist 
undirstondi)> his sitting at ^t dai of dome; for )iis seete of 
juging is propre to him, bojje God and man; and Jierfore it is 

' So E ; A excludes making of men from the italics. 

» It is easy to sulve tlie objections raised against this text. 
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wel clepid, a seete of his majeste. pis noumbre of twelve is 
noumbre of alle passinge seintis, jiat nyj suen Crist in staat of 
apostlis, and algatis forsoken' |;e world for the love of Crist. 
pe noumbre of ]jes seintis shal be partid in twelve, and juge 
alle lesse seintis, which ben also partid in twelve. And alle 
fies ben Jacobis sones, and seen all clereli God. And )ius seien 
men coraunli \aX. fire naanere of men shal come to Cristis 
jugement. Sum, passinge seintis |jat sueden nyj Crist, as 
patriarkis, and Baptist, and ojier Cristis disciplis. And fies, 
for Jiei weren lijt and ensample to oJier, shal juge o)>er Jiat 
sueden hem to [ler bojie^ worship. And Jiis jugement shal 
not be but ]iis witnessinge of treufie. pe secounde part Jiat 
shal come to Cristis laste jugement shal be seintis Jiat shal 
sue ])es grete seintis. And it is no contrariouste ^ Jrat fes same 
seintis ben of |>es bojie partis, bi dyverse resouns. pe more 
part of men, in Jie laste jugement, shal be men jiat shal be 
dampned, and Jiis is a greet part. Of |ies men sei}) }ie Psalm, 
)>at >ei risen not up in jugement ; >ei shal be jugid of God, and 
of alle hise seintis, for to go to helle for her wickid liif. And 
Jiis mede, bihijt of Crist, passijj a!Ie \e?, worldli goodis. Blessid 
be ["is duke of bataile, fat f>us rewardif his knyjtis ; for Jiis is 
more confortable, and betere bi a ]iousand part, fan wages 
jovun in erfeli batailis of knyjtis or of clerkis. Lord 1 sif fis 
suyng for* Crist is forsaking of worldli goodis, and profiting in 
poverte after fat Crist lyvede, how myche shulden we preestis 
drede fat we failen in fis ! 

And for fis myddil part fat shal come to fe jugement, bihotif 
Crist, fat uh J>at forsakip for him ony of fes eijte fingis^ shal 
have an hundred fold here in ph lyf, and^ after, pesibU possesnoun 
ofpe liif of blisse, Scorne we fes foolis fat seien, bi fes Cristis 
wordis, fat ech seint shal have here a hundrid wyves at f e laste, 
and so of ofer sevene fingis fat fe gospel rehersif. Here 
mark we alle fes eijte, which ben hous and breperen, sistren, and 
fadir, and modir, wif or children, or feldis, wif ofer rentis. 
And matke we fe fruyt fat man haf of worldli havyng of fes 
eijte, and, on fe ofer side, havyng fat just men have here; and 
ormien, E. ' 6ro|wr«, E. ' conlrariosle, E. ' of, E. 
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we shal wel undirstonde jiat {>!S secounde havynge passi|) an 
hundrid fold Jie first in fruyt and profit. And here we taken 
two Jiingis as Cristyn mennys biieve :— oon, (lat sich men han 
al manere of liingis; anojier, }>at sich gooslli havynge passi]) 
worldli havyng. And |fanne niai we telle scorne by sich asse 
argumentis :— jif a man shal have here an hundred fold so good 
)>ing as is |)is wif, J>anne he shal have an hundrid wyves I Kepe 
we wordis of Jie gospel, and witt of it ]jerwi[i, and al!e J>e fendis 
or false men mai not disprove a word Jierof. 



PE Gospel on Ca\dilmasse dai. 

[SERMON XCIX.] 

Foslquam impkti sunt dies. — Luc. ii. [za,] 
It is seid comunli, Jiat oure Ladi haj> fyve festis: Concep- 
cioun, Nativite, Annunciacioun, Purificacioun ; jie fifte is As- 
sumpcioun, whanne oure Ladi was deed, pe ferjie of |)es 
Testis is seid in ]/\s gospel, and is clepid comunti |ie feste of 
Candilmasse ; for Jewis hadden a lawe, — and we kepen jit 
sumwhat jierof in purifiynge of wymmen, — Jiat a womman, after 
]jat she was deliverid of a knave child, shulde, in sixe wokes 
after, come to fe temple and be purified jiere, after jiat [)e 
law lymytide. And al jif oure Ladi nedede not to be Jms 
purified, jit, hi counseil of God, she fulfilUde ))us t>e lawe. 
For her sone seifi after, I cam not to undo {« lawe, but to 
fulfille it; and so he made his modir do. And so tellij> 
Luke, \dX,/ro pe dates weren fulfillid of purifying of Marie, 
afler pe lawe of Moises, pet brow^ien fesus in to ferusalem to 
selte him bifore God. For aljif God be everywhere, jit we 
seien he is in chirchis on a special manere, as he is in juste 
soulis. And so pei offriden Crist to God; as J>e law axide pat 
every male Pat openep wommans bodi to his issue shal be halewid 
to Pe Lord; and offride for him a certeyn ("ing, — as a peire of 
turlurts or two briddis of dowves. For riche folk shulden ofTre 
for purifying of wymmen a jong lomb of o jeer, as Goddis 
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lawe telli)); and it sufficide to pore f(Jk to offre a peire of 
turturis, or two dowve brideiis, for f« child Jiat was bom. And 
so we mai not denye |;at ne Crist and bis eldris weren pore 
folk, for jiei chosen Jie secounde. 

A nd per was a man in Jerusalem pat was depid Synuon ; and 
pis was a jusi man, and hadde dredt of Goddis lame. And pis 
man abood conforiing of Israel ; and Pe Holi Goosl was in pis 
^meon. And pis man hadde answere of pe Holt Goosl pal he 
shtdde not se dep, but yf he saw first Crist. And hi cam into Pi 
temple hi leding of pe Holi Goost. And whanne pel brou^ien pe 
child Jesus, his eldris, into Pe lemple, Pa! pei shulden do after 
pe custom of Pe^ lawe for Mm, Symeon toke him in his armes, 
and blessid God, and seide: Now, Lord, pou levesl pi servaunt 
after pi word in pees, for myn iyn han seen Crist, )»at is helpi 
to \t world. And he is ^\ owne Sone, ]ie same God ]iat ])0U 
art. And his heipe Pou hast ordeyned bifore Pe face ofal manere 
peple, to be lijt to shewing of folk, and glorie to pi folk of Israel. 

To J>is feeste of oure Ladi answeri)) (le fourjie verlue, |fat is, 
hope of hevenli bhsse. And it was fulh in hir; for, as bileve 
lastide in hir whanne it failide in apostlis, so she hopide ever 
more }>at she shulde come to blisse of hevene. For si}) she 
trowide fat hir Sone shulde rise fro deeji to lyve, and how and 
whanne he shulde rise, as God himsilf hadde taigt hir, how 
myjte )>is Ladi myshope t>at ne she shulde come to hevene? 
In Jiis we shulden sue Jiis Ladi, and [lenke ever on hevenli 
blisse, and traveile ])erfore, nijt and dai, in hope for to gete 
|)is blisse ; and what woo \3X. we have here, take it in ful 
pacience, forJ>e joie Jiat we hopen to gete in {le blisse of 
hevene. Lord 1 si(f a tiliyng man hopi]> ofte to have his fruyt, 
how moche more shulden we have hope to come to blisse of 
hevene. And Jiis hope is of }tis kynde, }iai it mote be con- 
tynuel, and ever more meritorie, to large a mannis blisse in 
heven. It maki)> a man mery and glad, and suffre al Jiat falliji 
to him; for it is groundid in rijt bileue fat God doif al for Jje 
beste. No man failif jiis hope^ but if he synne on ojier syde; 
and algatis but if he forjete to l>enke on hevenli blisse. Men 
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fiat ben stoppid wi]> worldli Jioujtis, or wiji lustis of her fleishe, 
failen to plese ["is Ladi here, and folwe her in {ler [kjujI; 
and [jus J>ei maken not )ie' Lord myche, ne hir spirit is glad in 
God. But [jus dide oure Ladi Marie, as jie gospel telli{> of hir. 
And fus fewe men in jiis liif wanten ernes of dispeire; for ]«i 
|Kit ben depid in synne, and jienken not but on l>es worldli 
goodis, wanten hope of hevenli blisse, and jms j>ei growen in 
dispeire. And on |)is shulden we prestis Jienken ; and algatis 
prestis of )ie world, [lat suen not Crist in poverte, but J>enken 
how {>ei mai be riche here. And Jiis synne is more in coventis 
)>at ben groundid in her goodis, and ever ben depid in jier 
synne for defaute of rijt hope. 



pE Gospel on k chairinge of Seint Petre. 

[SERMON C] 

Vmit Jesus in paries Cesarie^. — Matt, xvi, [13.J 
pis gospel telli{> how Petre apostle passide in bileve oJ>er 
apostlis, for he was more sad and hardi to trowe of Crist t>at 
he shulde. Matheu tellijf ^M Jesus cam into pe cmtre ])at siche 
a cite was inne sett" Jiat was clepid Cesarie of FiUp^. And of 
two men it hadde \& name, J)is citee hadde })ree names ; first, 
it was clepid Lachis ; and ^\\ it was clepid Dan, after \t kinrede 
of Dan; and after of Philip, Heroudis brojiir, |)at hadde jie 
fourjie part of }tis rewme, it was clepid Cesarie of PhiUp, in 
worship of ])e emperour and him*. And ])is citee was divers 



' WS.E. 



= Cesaree, E. 



■ If the writer had consulted St. 
Jerome, he would have found (see 
Smith's Bihli Diet.) that Dan and 
Cesarea-Philippi were Iwo different 
places, stanmng about four miles 
apart, at two diSerent sources of the 
Jordan. But .perhaps his authority 
was F. Brocardus of Strasburg, a 
Dominican friar who visited the 



^ seilynni,E. ' Fbilip,E. 

Holy land in 1383, and whose de- 
scription of his journey is given in 
Canisius's Tbesaams, vol. iv. Bro- 
cardua similarly confounds the po- 
rtion of Dan or Laish (he calls it 
Lesem), with that of Faneas or 
Cesarea-Philippi, to which he gives 
the additional appellatioD of Ba- 
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fro Cesarie of Palestine, in which dwehe Centurio". But alle 
|>es weren worldU names; and jies men, to gete l>er name 
lastinge here, but not in hevene, leften sich dedis here in er)je, 
over Jie state of innocence. And |>us done Jies newe ordris, in 
cloistris and in ojwr housis, and j^nlcen to myche on hir liif 
here, and to liti! on hevenli Uif. We shulden Jienken on goode 
workes, to make men to forsake ])is world, and ])enken on 
Crist and on his liif; for sich (loujtis wolen lasten wi)t us. 
"i^n°i5'^' And [)us axide Crist here, for greet witt [lat was in him, among 
"^ his diseiplis, who he was, hi his nnanhede. For it is seid ofte 

lymes, ("at on foure raaneris is man broujt for]), pe fourjie 
manere, and propre to Crist, is, j-at he cam of a virgine oonh, 
And so to make mede in apostlis, and to teche )« Chirche 
after, Crist broujte in ])is questioim, and axide what mm seide of 
him. As men hadden dyverse opynyouns of Baptist, what he 
was, — sum men seiden \%\. he was Heli, and sum men Jtat he 
was Christ, and sum men ]>at he was ano])er prophete, as 
techij) Joones gospel, — so weren many opynyons of Crist. And 
herfore seiden Cristis apostlis bi oon witt, how dyverse men 
hadden here dyverse opynyons. For sum men seiden ]>at he was 
Baptist ; as Heroude, and men of his opynyon, seiden )iat Joon 
was risen to liif, and he hadde vertue to do miraclis, as ])e dedis 
of Crist shewiden. Ojnr men seiden of Crist )iat he was old 
Heli, f>e prophete; for Heli was taken up in a chare of fire, and 
aftir he apperide no more, 'pe pridde men seiden, bi Cristis 
workis, jiat he y^d-s/eremye [« prophete, or artqper grele prophete. 
Somme seiden oon and sum anojier. But Crist oxide his- 
diseiplis^, whom pei seiden him to be. But Peter answeride 
it^.™" gloriously, as a trewe man, for alle ]>e apostlis, and seide on Jiis 
maner, pou art Crist, Sone of God lyvynge. Bi ];at |;at Petre 
clepid him Crist, he knowelichide jiat he was fe greet prophete, 
Jte which was bihijt bi Moises to Jie folk in }ie oold lawe. And 
so Petre knowelichide ])e manheed of Crist. In ]>at ]>at Petre 
seide after, ])at Crist was )ie Sone of God lyvyng, he knowe- 
lichide Cristis Godhede fro ]>es fals Goddis. Imagis and 
■ aposHit, K 
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mawmetis ben falseli clepid Goddis, but )>er is but oo lyvynge 
God, as )ier is but oon \\s Goddis Sone oonli. 

And Crist answeringe seide unto Pelre, Bkssid art pou, 
Symmnt Barjona, for fleish and blood tolde pee not pis, but my 
Fadir pat is in kevene. Here we trowen, bi Cristis wordis, }jat 
Petre moot needis be blessid ; and so he hadde bUeve wi]> 
charite ordeyned to blisse. And so, as Petre moste nedis 
synne, but he niyjte not synne deedli, so Jie boot ' of Petre, )iat 
is holi Chirche, mote nedis suffre tribulacioun, but it mai not 
perishe. Petre is now clepid Symount, bi his propre name, 
and now clepid Barjona, or sone of Johanna, and now clepid 
Petre, as Crist clepid him here. 

And >us Crist seip to him here, pat he is Pelre, and upon pis 
sloone shal he grimnden his Chirche. pis corner stoone is Crist, 
of whom Petre ha)) jiis name; and on {>is same stoone is hooli 
Chirche grounded. And }tus Petre and ech man signifiej) j)is 
stoon. And afUrward Crist telli|> Jie strengj)e of |>e Chirche, and 
biheti|j first to it, pal pe yilis o/helle shal not have my^l a^ens it. 
Cristis Chirche mai here be troublid bi Jie fendis lymes, and 
yes lymes mai be clepid jatis of helle. For bi )>es many fendis 
comen in and out, and Jjei ben jatis to many men to entre in to 
Ise weie of helle. pese jatis mai kille ])e membris of Crist, but 
^i mai not harme hem, for Crist kepi) her soule, and victorie 
of it is betere Jian bodili de(i. And pes jatis in fiis turmenting 
doen harm to hem silf, and profit to Cristis Chirche which |jei 
weenen to distrye. 

pe secounde pryvylege of Petre Stondij) in ]jis ; Pat Crist shal 
jeve himpe keies of pe rewme ofhevene. pes two keies ben so)»li 
seid witt and power, to teche men }ie weie to hevene, and to 
opene hem |>e jatis. And jies keies hadde Petre wif) many ojier 
seintis, for alle men Jtat comen to hevene have jies keies of 
God. And so we shal not undirstonde ]iat Jies ben keies of 
metal, |)at oonli Petre beriji, to oi>ene hevene jatis to men ; but 
J)ei ben lore and power, j)at men have goostii of God. And so 
J>is laste word seid is nede to be undirstonden wel, Jat, What 
kyn ping pat Petre bindip upon erpe shal be hounden in hevene. 
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and what kyn ping he unbtndip upon erpe shal It unbounden in 
hevem. And Jies wordis weren not oonli seid unto Petre, but 
comunli to fie apostlis, as J« gospel telliji after, and, in persones 
of jie apostlis weren jwi seid to prestis, and, as many men 
Jienken, to alle Cristen men. For, if man have mercy on his 
soule, and iinbinde it, or binde it, God hi his jugement in 
hevene jugiji )je soule sich. For ech man |fat shal be dampned 
is dampned for his owne gilt, and ech man ])at shal be saved is 
saved bi his owne merit And Jms men seien comunli, Jiat 
wordis of Crist ben undirstonden, whanne Jies keies erren not 
fro j)e keies above. And so it were nede here to wite what is 
holi Chirche, and what ben Jie keies of hevene, or whanne 
prestis bynden or unbynden. In )iis Jirefold disseit ben many 
men blindid; for as bi \c firste leesyng was mankynde lost, so 
bi fis secoiinde lesyng is j>e Chirche disseyved. pe first lesyng 
was of (le fend, whanne he reverside God, and seide to Adam 
and Eve l>at jiei shidden not die, pe secunde lesyng is of [^e 
fend, and of Anticrist his viker; }ie which lesing is poudrid 
wi}) ypocrjsie. He seijj Jiat he is next Crist bi manere of lyvyng, 
and so whatever he seiji mote nede be soJj; and bi fis foule 
heresie Is ))e Chirche disseyved. 



(IE Gospel on Seint Mathies dai. 

[SERMON CI.] 

Confiteor tiU, Pater, Domine. — Matt. xi. [ag.] 
pis gospel telli)i how Crist answeride to feyned wordis of 
]« peple, and telde many hie treufis to lore of his Chirche. 
And {«s treujiis ben pertinent to chesyng of Mathi'^, for fis 
feste telliji how Malhi was chosen in }« stede of Scarioth, aftir 
fat he hadde hanged hlmsilf. And so teliijj Matheu, how Jesus 
in ])at tyme answeride to \^ peple, and seide on jiis manere: — 
/ confesse to pee, Fadir, Lord of hevene and of erpe, pat hiddist 
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pes lreuj>is/rd worldli wise men and ware, and shewidest hem to 
meke men, and dispiaid of {le world. And }>e laste ' cause herof 
is told \<as of Crist : 3he, Fadir,pou didist pus, for pus it was 
liking to Pee. We shal imdirstonde here, Jiat not ech confes- 
sioun is rounyng in an eere of a mannis owne synne, but 
graunting of treujie wijt graunting of God. And Jius speki{> 
Crist, |)at is of more auctorite jian alle ]jes popis |>at ordeyneden 
confessioun of rounyng. And here mai we see how God is 
Cristis Fadir wijiouten ende, wij>inne, bifore j)at he be Lord; 
but he is ever Lord of )iis brode world; and ["is world is 
understonden bi hevene and bi er)fe. pis treu})e {>at Crist con- 
fessiji, falling to [le apostlis, stondif) in [lis word ; |fat Jiei cowden 
many trew])is |)at weren hid to olde' wise men and war of 
|ie world, as weren Scribis and Fariseis, and o[ier worldli men. 
And cause of {)is dede of God is open to trewe men ; for God 
wole shewe to men how al wisdom is of him, and he wole jeve 
it freeli to meke men Jiat he love}". So jiat noiqt likijt to God 
but for certein enchesoun. 

And Jius, for Mathi was meke, God chees him apostle. For 
it is not leveful, for vertue of bileve, to denye Jiat God wrou5te 
in castinge of jies lottis, and in alle dedis of }ies apostlis, [le 
whiche chosen Mathi. And, as it is seid bifore^ }iis chesing 
were jit Jietere, for mannis aifeccioun is falsly varyed, and 
speciali whanne worldli wynnyng is knyttid to J« chesing. 
And jit men trowen ]fis heresie as if it were bileve, }>at jif ony 
be chosen bi mannis lawe fanne he is treuli chosen. And jit 
bo[ie Jie cheseris, and he j)at is chosen, in jiis dispJesen to God. 
And practik of f>is heresie doi)) myche harm in chesing, as we 
mai see at eye in chesing of jies popis. Lyve }ie cheseris a 
meke liif, and leeve \€\ to chese a worldli state, and kepe |iei 
Jie fourme of liis chesing, and Jiei shal chese we!. For, no 
drede, sich disturblyng cam never of chesing of jies popes, 
jif Jiei weren pore and meke, and lyveden as Jie apostlis. 

And, for disciplis of Crist shulden trowe to his speche, he 
telli)) what fallij) to him bi vertue of his Godhede. Crist seiji*, 
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pat alle pingis ben yyuun him of his Fadir, and no man knnm 
fulli Gaddis Sone but his owne Fadir, and no man kttewe pis 
Fadir but his Sone, and opeie men lo whom he wolde shewe. 
Pe firste of Jies Jiree wordis techiji Jiat Crist is God, for ellis >e 
Fadir myjte not jeve htim aile |jmgis. For jif we undirstonden 
bi alle ("ingis, alle creaturis, jit Jie Sone is bifore Jiat he have 
al!e creaturis; and in {tat beyng bifore he mote nede be God. 
And 3if we undirstonden al ]fing wi|>inne in God, {>at Crist ha]) 
al {>!S )iing jovim of his Fadir, 'jit Crist moot nedis be God, 
jif l>is gifte be trewe ; for jianne Crist ha}) }« Hoii Goost, and 
propirtees of J)re persones, and ])e Fadir of hevene in a manere, 
J>e which mai oonlj acorde to God. And so, for \& first word 
is so[i, Crist mot nedis be God. And of J)is wole it sue jiat 
Crist is almyjty, all witti, and al wilful, as J-e Trinite is ; for 
Crist is ]>e same God >e which is >e Trinite. Of }fis wole sue 
\z iayx word after, [)at no resonable ))ing knowi]) |)e Sone at 
\& fulle but j)e Fadir of hevene; for ])ei ben algatis evene. 
And after J)is speche of }>e Trinite, J)e whiche is even in himsilf, 
shulde Crist speke of fis cunnyng, |)e which is ]« most {)at 
mai be. pe |)ridde word sue)) of j)es : J)at no man knowij) j)e 
Fadir but Jie Sone, and jies men to which ))is sone wole shewe 
|>is knowing, pe pepJe myjte se at ije how |)at Crist was 
verri man. And so Crist come]) doun to mannis speche of 
knowing, pe Sone, bi his Godhede, knowi|) evenli j)e Fadir ; 
and, bi ])at [)at he is man, he knowil) as myche as man may 
knowe ; and so his knowing moot be comuned to men after |)at 
J)ei ben able, pe Holi Gooat is \& same kynde ))at is )« Fadir 
and ])e Sone, and Jierfore Crist, supposing fis, leeve|) to speke 
of }iis Goost. 

And of [lis may men gadere how men shulde trowe here 
Cristis wordis, sif- he is God Jiat mai not lye, ne faile to man 

his lore. And, for Crist is bo|)e God and man, and ha]) 
brej)eren of his lesse kynde, ))erfore he turne)> him to his 
bre(ieren and conforti]) hem in ]«r travaile. Come y alls to me, 
seip Crist, pat travailm and ben chargid, and Y shall refete ' 
Take y my yk upon yu, and krne y of me ])is lessoun, 

' rtfreescbe. E. 
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pat Y am myUe and ?neke of herle, and sue je joure Fadir in 
J»es two, and [lanne, shal yfinde rests to -^nitre soulis, in ;oure 
traveil. For my \ok is swete, and my chargt is li^l. And }>es 
wordis of Crist, to conforte religiouse men, ben betere ])an alia 
|»es newe reulis |iat ben cloutid to Cristis wordis; for, in what 
staat ["at Jiou be in Cristis religioun, lerne wel jie lessoun of 
myidenes and mekenes of Crist, how he kepte him in al his 
lyf, in what troublyng ]tat he was inne. And jif Jiou be on 
Goddis ha]f, ]>ou shalt Ijve mekeli aftir Crist. 



PE Gospel oi;ee Lady Day in Lente. 
[SERMON CII.] 

Missus est Angelus Gabriel a Deo. — Luyk. i. [26.] 
pis gospel tellijf to j)e Chirche how ])e aungel grette oure Ladi, 
and how she, bi hir mekenesse, ablide hir to conseyve Crist. 
And |)is |iridde feste of oure Ladi is a wondir hije feste, for in 
jiis was Crist maad man, and Crist passiji alle o)>er seintis. And 
so men seien comunli, )iat oure Ladi hadde fyve joies. pe firste 
was at J)is tyme whanne she conceyvede Crist bi mekenes. {>e 
secounde was whanne she bare Crist witiouten peyne at Criate- 
niasse ; )ie ])ridde was whanne it was shewid to hir ))at Crist 
was risen fro dee]> to lyve ; \e fer)ie was whanne she saw hir 
Eone stie in to hevene ; and J>e lif)>e joie was whanne she was 
deed and take to blisse. And to lies fyve joies ben answerynge 
fyve vertues Jiat we mai have; and jif we wolen worshipe {lis 
Ladi, holde we Jies vertues wel. pes fyve vertues ben in jiis 
ordre : mekenesse and chastite, bileve and hope, and charite ; 
and jif we kepen hem we plesen God. And sj]) Crist and his 
modir moten nedis be of 00 wille, (*ie shal we piese to Marie, 
)ie which is Goddis modlr. 

Luk tellij) how, Gabriel was sent fro God to greie Marie. And, 
for sum men ben clepid Gabriel, Jierfore jie gospel specifie)) ])at, 
h aungel Gabriel was sent fro God to Nazareth, Jiat was, a citee 
of Galilee, in which citee oure Ladi dwelte. And pis maiden was 
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' weddid lo Joseph, pe which was of Da-oipis hous, and name qfj>t 
virgyn was Marie. And we! she is clepid a virgyn so ofte in 
Jiis Gospel, for she was virgyne whanne she was weddid, and 
a virgyn after to her de]). And a litil before ])is wedding, ])is 
atingel grette ]>is maiden ]>us; and so was Crist conseyved of 
liir in verri matrimonie of Joseph. It seme)> fat Ambrose, upon 
Lui, seiji ", fiat Jiei weren weddid bifore, and soone, bitwixe jiat 
tyme and nyjt, ]je aungel cam and grette Marie f'Us. And algatis, 
on ech wey, oure Ladi was weddid in Jie same hour, or nye }iat 
hour jiat she was greet '. Suppose we jiat |iis greting cam after, 
and neij-er wordis ne resoun semeji to ajen seie j)is. pis aungel 
cam in topis maiden, and seide to hir on jiis manere, Hail, /id 
of grace, God is wip pee ; Uessid be pou among wymmen. pis 
angel clepide not now Marie bi hir propir name, jjat she was 
clepid, for common uss ^ wiji lordis and ladies aKi)>, |)at comun 
servauntis of hem clepen hem not bi propre name, but bi name 
of excellence; as men fat speken of oure Kyng leeven to clepen 
him Kyng Richard, but seien Jiat Jiis is |>e wille of J>e Kyng, or 
l>us J>e Kyng biddi|> to do ''. And clouting of Jiis word Marie to 
|>is gretinge of |>e angel is not wor)) ful myche pardone, but jif 
it beii two Jiousand jeer; as men seien J)e pope ha]) grauntid<i 
for )ie seiyng of an orisoun bitwixe Jie sacryng and Agnus Dei. 
But many |)enken Jiat fie Pater noster is J>e bettere. And ao it 
seme)) to many men |)at God and |)e pope varien, si]) God doif 
al j)ing upon resoun, and not but for certeyn, causis, 

' gret, E. ' me, E. 

■■ S. Ambras. QommeM. in Lucam, which however is very meagre for 

Lib. 11. cap. I, the pontificate of Urban VI, and 

'' This indication of date, which toiled through the numerous pro- 
confines tbe composition of these clamations of indulgence of that 
sermons within the years 1378 -1399, pope, which ate thickly strewn over 
has been considered in (he Intro- the pages of Raynaldus, the con- 
duction, tinuator of Baronius, but without 

' ' but jif it be ' appears to be finding anything to support tbe 

used here in the sense of ' much statement in the text. The usual 

less.' But perhaps the sentence indulgence granted to those who 

should be punctuated thus, — • myche took up arms against the anli-pope 

pardone ; but jif it be, two Jionsand was a plenary indulgence, on the 

jeer, as men seien, |>e pope hat> same conditions and with the same 

grauntid,' &c. privii<^s as were customaiTr in 

■* I have searched the Bullarium the case of crusaders to the Holy 

(that of Cocquelines, Rome, 1739), Land. 
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Oure Ladi, whanne she herde pis greting, was IrouUt'd in pis 
word, and pou^le, as a wise maiden, what manere shulde be pis 
greting. J>is troublinge in |>is gretinge puttiji no synne or blame 
in Marie, siji Crist seij) jiat his soule is troublid, bifore his de). 
And pis angel seide to Mr, Drede pe not, Marie, for pou hast 
fouttdun grace hifore pe Lord of alle Lordis. And here jiis 
aungel, for confort, depide Marie bi hir propre name, to telle 
|iat he knewe hir wel, and eke \t Lord j^at sente him. For 
whoever ha]) founden g^race of a lord is loved of him. Lo, pou 
shali conseyve in wombe, and pou sHalt here a sone, and pou shall 
cUpe his name Jesus. Atid he pis"- shal be greet, and he shal be 
elepidpe ione ofpe hiyste Lord ; and Jx Lord God shal yve him 
Davipis seele, ])e which DaviJ) is his fadir ; and he shal rengne in 
Jaeohis^ hous wipouten ende^ and of his rewme shal be noon ende. 
Bi Jiis mai men undirstonden Jiat Crist was king, as DaviJ) was, 
but more spirituaii, as his kyngdom was more spiritual. For 
ech worldli lordship mote nedis have an ende ; and [lus rengn- 
yng wi|>outen eende in fie hous of Jacob, and |iat of his rewme 
shal be noon eende, tellen how Crist rengnej) spirituali, and not 
contrarie to worldli lordis. 

And Marie seide topis angel, On what manere shal pis be, for 
I knowe no man fteishli ? And pis angel answering seide to hir, 
ptf Haoli Goost shal come above in pee, and pe virtue of alper 
hi-^este Lord shal make timbre unto pee. pe vertue of God 
makij) umbre, whanne in a lowe place it lettiji heete ' of synne, 
as it fel in oure Ladi ; for she was lower in kinde )ian aungels, 
and she conseyvede wijiouten synne. And perfore pat holi ping 
pat shal be born of pee shal be ckpid Goddis Sone, singulerli bifore 
ojier. And h, Elizabeth pi cosyn, and she hap conseyved a sone in 
hir elde ; and pis monep is pe sixle to him pat is ckpid bareyne^. 
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• ' He this ' is the reading in this 
place of a single MS. (Bodl. 377) 
of the later Wycliffite version, 

I" to him Ibal it clepid hanyne. Both 
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and lie expression a lew lines he- 
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For Zakary, Baptist fadir, hadde geten Joon sixe monefis bifore; 
and so bi a litil tyme Joon was man bifore Crist. But evene 
bi sise monejiis was Joon born before Crist; for Crist was 
man, but not Joon, fro }ie ' tyme }iat he was conceyved. And 
Zacharie in repreef was clepid barejTie, wijiouten fruyte. For 
»o word pat Godseip shal be impossible lo him; and so, siji God 
wole have it {>us, it mote algalis be so. 

And Marie, as ful ripe in mekenesse, answeride Jius io pe 
aungel : Lo, here^^ handmaiden of God ^ Be it done lo me after 
pi word. And, as men seien comunli, in ))is tyme Marie con- 
seyvede Crist. For, as Eve, for Jie tyme Jiat she was moost 
proud, loste mankynde, so Marie, for ]>e tyme Jiat she was 
most meke, won mankynde. And here, jif Jmju wilt plese Marie, 
or God hir sone, be algatis meke ; for mekenes wole plese to 
Marie, si(i she woot it plesiji to God, And herfore she sei)) in 
hir song: God biheide |)e mekenesse of his maiden, and certis, 
herfore, lo, alle kynredis shal seie fat I am blessid. And so, 
3if |>ou wilt plese oure Ladi, traveile ym to growe in mekenes. 
Also, si|) ech hie Jiing mote have a good and stable ground, and 
jif |)0U wilt come to hevene ])ou moost make a tour fiidir, and so, 
if ])0u will come to hevene, stable ])ee in Cristis mekenesse. And 
so as Jie sentre is lowest of alle tiingis, so Crist is ]>e mekeste 
]>at mai be. Also, }« lower Jiat a vessel is, ^ more of licour 
wole it take ; and so ])e mekere fat a man is, |>e more of grace 
wole he take. And so, jif jiou wilt have grace of God, meke 
jiee wele in }>i soule; for mekenes meve)? to pacience, and to al 
o[>er manere of vertues. 

' So E ; for tyme, A. 
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t>E Gospel on Philippis Dai and Jacob. 
[SERMON CIIL] 

Nm turhdur^ cor vestrum.- — John xiv. [i,] 
pis gospel tellij>, how Crist conforticle his disciplis upon 
Shire pursdaie, as he dide comunH in wordis jiat he seide hem 
jianne. Joon tellij) in fyve capitlis wordis jiat Crist spake after 
his soper ; and, among ojier ])ingis, he tolde hem how he shulde 
be bitrayd, and how he shulde be after turmentid and deed, and 
how j>ei shulden have drede bo]ie wijiinne and wi]>oiiten. And 
herfore he medlide wi|> al wise wordis of confort. Crist biddi]> 
first in J)is Gospel, |iat her herle be not trouhlid wi|>inne, ne drede 
for perils wijiouten, for confort Jiat |)ei shal have of him. 3'f 
]iei ben sad in yis bileve, f>at alle [les [lingis moten nedis falle, 
and for \tx betere afterward, bo|)e here and in hevene, Jiei 
shulden not be troublid wijiinne to leese ony vertue ; for Jianne 
J>ei shulden falle fro vertues, for good Jiat God made to hem. 
And, bi Jiis same resoun, [lei shulden not drede of bodili peril ; 
for al t>is shulde turne hem to good bi J>is same bileve. And, 
for to make hem siker of Jiis, Crist seij' Jiis word, 3« Irowen in 
God, and trtme y in me. As who seijj, je moten nedis trowe in 
God, or ellis jou failiji charite ; and je mai not trowe in God, 
but ji! je trowen in me, for Y am \>e same God, >at is God'>e 
Fadir. And so wordis ])at Y telle jou moten nedis be soji. Jif 
God telle us a J>ing, who of us wolde drede {lerof, siji we ben 
certyn of bileve }iat God mai not disseyve us ? And oonhede 
in Godhede, wi]> Trinite in persones, is ofte seid in fiis gospel, 
and in ojier ho\ie. And J)U3 bileve shulde be ground to conforte 
men in ))is weie. 

And men shulden not muse on }iis, Jiat ne l>er ben diverse 
meritis. For, as ^ei ben in ech man diverse degrees of bileve, 
so |)er ben in Cristis apostlis diverse degrees of meritis. And 

' So in E ; A has larbenlur. 
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for to quiete hem in )>is Crist seiji to his apostlis, )jat in fie kous 
of his Fadir ben many dwelUngis ; as who sei|i, Have je sum 
degree of fei|i and hope and charite, and laste je, creessyng 
jierinne to jour iyves eende, and ^our place is ordeyned in 
hevene after {>at je ben wor])e. What man shulde herfor lette 
to serve God wel, but rajier he shulde enforse him to encresse 
in Goddis service. And Jies disciphs shulden truste in [lis meeoe 
persone Crist; for, as he seij) sojili, ■^if any ping in hevenli bHs 
were lesse, or defauty, he wolde have teld hem. And in proof of 
{lis fling, he stiep up in his tyme, to mait hem a place redi }>ere, as 
he dide afdrward. And sij) he is bo}>e God and man, he woot 
wel how it is |>ere ; and gabbing in sich a Lord were more 
synne ))anne ever was. 

And, for Crist mai not bigynne a |)ing but ^if he make an 
eende jierof, )>erfore he sei]i, |iat ^if he wende pus to hevene he 
skal come ayn and take pes apostlis to him. And ])is shal be 
verified at Cristis comyng at fe dai of dome, Pat where Crist is 
evermore, bofie in stede and in blisse,pei ben pere wip him after 
Jiis dai wijjouten eende. And y witeti whidir F" go, and also j^ 
knowepe weie. And }>us Crist certeiiede hem jiat jiei witen Jie 
ende, and J« weie how J)ei shulden come to blisse, over )>at j>e 
fadirs wisten in }ie olde testament ; and Jius (lei may truste in 
Crist as meene persone of God and man. But Thomas seid 
here to Crist, Sire, we witen nere whidir pou goist, and how mai 
we knowe pe weiei> And Jesus seide to him : I am weie, trupe, 
andlyf. As jif he wolde meene to Crystene men : Knowe je 
me, and love je me, and je knowe alle t>es liingis. For Crist 
wole teche his disciplis bi litil and litil alle Jies, And so }te liif 
{lat Crist ledde here is Jie weie to come to hevene ; for but if 
we suen him in \\i liif, we shal never come to blis. And t>e 
trewe reule ]>at he jaf is treu|)e, to teche men t>at wolden ellis erre. 
And he is liif many weies to susteyne men yn Jiis traveile. 

And so Crist sei|> so>li \ pat no man come^ to pe Fadir hut bi 

him; for his manhede is nedeful meene to make asee|) for 

nis synne, and his Godhede mote nedis meeve to come 

FCie, so fer fro erjie. And muse we not of }ie knowing (lat 

' So E ; A includes Ihe word in the quotation. 
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we moten have of >is Fadir. For Crist sei}> soJjU, pat ■^if pd 
hadde knawen him, certis Pei haddm knawe his Fadir. For whoso 
knowi{> Cristis Godhede, he woot how God sei)i al jiing; for ])is 
word of God is his Sone and Crist, }>at we shulden kiiowe ]>us; 
and Jtanne he knowi]) him Jiat seil), jie which is God l»e Fadir. 
And after y shal ktiowePe Fadir beter )tan je jit done ; and y 
have saien him, bi bileve }iat bringiji in |jis knowing. 

And, for Jiese wordjs weren woundirful, ^erfore Philip seide 
to Crist : Sire, shewe us pe Fadir, and H isjmow-^ to us. And 
Jesus seide to Philip panne. So limge iyme I am wip y>u, andyi y 
knowm not me, Philip. Whoso seep me, he seep my Fadir ; kern 
seistpou, shewe us pe Fadir f Ne tromest not poupal I am in pe 
Fadir, andpe Fadir is in me ? pes wordis pal I speke, I speke hem 
not ofmysilf: but , ceriis , pe Fadir pat dwelUP in me is pat ilk 
pat doip pe werkes. Ne Irowe y ml pat Y am inPe Fadir, and 
Pe Fadir is in me? ellis, irowe y my Godhede, for pe workes pal 
y do. Sopeli, sopli, I seie to yu, pal man pat Ircwip in me shal 
dope werkes pat V do ; andpe moste of hem'' shal he do, for I go 
to my Fadir, and my chirche, ]tat is my bodi, dwellil> jit stille in 
erjie. And I shal not be idil in hevene, for whatever y axen 
pe Fadir in my name, pat shal V do. 

AUe }ies wordis Jiat Crist sei)> here axen sutil undirstond- 
ing, jhe, more |)an we mai have while we lyven in ))is liif. It 
is nedeful here to knowe, how fie Godhede of Crist is o)fir in 
kynde Jian his manhede, at if j>ei bo)je ben oo persone. And 
jiis Godhede is so sutil ]>at it is comune to Jire persones. 
And so, whoso knowi]> }»is Godhede in oon mote nedis knowe 
it in ech of hem; for )ies [iree persones ben not diverse, as 
[■ree men, or (tree ojier substances, but ech of hem mai no- 
wher be, ne oujt do, wit«)uten ech ojier. And J>is mannis witt 
mote be clene Jiat shnlde knowe wel Jiis matere. 

■ ' Majora horum faciet ; ' Vulg. 



,, Google 



360 wrCLIF'S 



J3E Gospel on Ascencioun Dav. 
[SERMON CIV.] 

Recumbenlibus undecem discipults. — Mark xvi. [14.] 
prs gospel telli)i in what form Crist, toke his leve at his 
apostlis. Mark sei|), jiat enleven apostlis resttden after (jat |;ei 
hadden eten, and Jesus apperide unto hem, and reproveden 
untreu)ie of hem, and hardnes of J>er herte, for })ei trowiden not 
to hem j)at sawen }iat he was risen from deji. And Crist seide 
to hem. Go je into al ]>e world, and preche je Jie gospel unto 
alle maner of men. He fiat shal trowe and be baplisid shal 
be saaf; and certis he ])at shal not trowe shal be dampned. 
And ]jes signes shulen folowen hem J)at shulen bileve in my 
name : pei shulen caste out fendis, |)ei shulen speke wi)' newe 
tungis, ]>ei shulen take awei addvis, and 5if jiei drynken ony 
dedeli |>ing, it shal not noie hem; |>ei shulen putte fer hondis 
on syke men, and )>es seke men shulen fare wel. And sol>eli 
J>e Lord Jesus, fro he hadde spoke ("us wi{i hem, he was taken 
in to hevene and sittJ]' on Goddis rijt side. And ]>ei wenten 
her weie, and prechiden everywhere, and Jie Lord wroujte wij) 
hem, and confermede her wordis wip pes signes suing. 

Here men shulden note Jies wordis, for ech of hem beri{> 
greet witt ; first, how Crist toke leve al his disciplis fro jie tyme 
t>at j>ei hadden eeten. He ^af ]>e sacrament to hem after [>er 
mete comunli, and Crist spak wi)i hem comunli after jiat Jiei 
hadden sumwhat eten. And no drede to Cristene men Jiat ne 
Crist dide )ms for certeyn cause. O cause was herfore, Jiat 
men shulden eten in good mesure, |)at Jier wittis weren more 
sharp, and (lei more able to serve God. And Crist wiste {)at 
men shulden ordeyne reversingeli to Cristis dede, and herfore 
he ordeynede ^\is, to telle Jiat ])e contrarie is leveful. And ]jis 
shulden J>es men note |>at proven Jtat ])e ost is not breed ; for 



• This S€ 



>n is not found in MS. E (Dou 



ijn). 



yGot^gle 



SERMONS. 

jianne, Jiei seien, man brake his fast, etinge ]« oost whanne it is 
sacrid, and t>anne he shuJde not take aftirward Goddis blood 
]iat is sacnd m Jie chalis Lord I whi witen not )ies foolis |>at 
[ler accidentis maken men drunken whanne |)ei taken hem 
above re&oun, as Poul witnessi|i? And witt prove))where ])is man 
be excusid of gloterie, for he is drunken of an accident. And 
si}> taking of Jiis Jiing in mesure was no synne in Cristis tjTiie, 
what vertue ha|) mannis statute to make (lis be synne more Jian 
Jianne? pes foimed wordis fordone Cristis fredom, and bileve 
Jiat men shulden have. 3if J>is be no synne to God, it is no 
synne for to charge to eeten in mesure bifore ^e masse, and 
after to synge and use. 

Aftirward we shulden wite, how Christ reprovede unbileve and 
hardnes of apostlis herds, {lat weren bifore, and jianne weren 
taken awei, for Jiei hadden not sorewe ynowj for )>ese errom-s 
|tat })ei weren inne. And }>ei shulden note )je wordis of Crist 
jtat he spak fiat tyme to hem. And jiis is anojter note, how 
Crist bad hem ]>anne go and preche Jie gospel freli to alle 
manere men. And wo be to hem \aX letten Jiis, for jurisdic- 
cioun or o)«r cause ; as wo is to hem fiat leven fiis, and prechen 
dremys, fablis, and gabbingis. And it is not ynow to have 
nakid bileeve, but men moten have charite, j>at shal fourme 
o])ere vertues. And fiis baptisiji men wijj baptym of jie Holi 
Goost. 

But jit men douten of fies wordis [lat Crist spekijt aftir. It 
semej) |>at alle men fiat bileven moten nede have \es fyve 
signes ; and sij) noon of us hafi hem, noon of us haj) bileve. 
Here men seien comunli, Jtat seintis at |>e first tyme hadden 
al!e |»es fyve signes betere ]ian we have now. But trewe men 
have in a manere al!e l>es signes now. For whanne }iei de- 
lyveren hem of synnes, )>ei casten out fendis in ^e name of 
Crist. And Jiei speken wi)i newe tunges, for alle Jiingis Jiat 
men done in grace be newe bi titil of grace. And Crist sfA^, 
in Apocalips », jiei taken awei addris ])at }iei have of Jier fJeish ; 
for ])er will is awei to displese God bi jier lust. And dedli 
drynke, jif \t\ taken it, or of«r (ling ))at come)> to hem, anoieji 

« Is the reference to Apoc. xii. 9 ? 
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hem not, but bringi]) hem to blisse J'at God haji ordeyned 
to hem. And jif \>ei blessen men, or what Jiing }>at ])ei done, 
Cristene men shulen be beterid, whejier J)ei be saved or 
dampned. And so it seme|> [lat \:es men oonii trowen Jms, 
])at God haJi ordeyned to bhsse ; for o[)er men ben in greet 
synne and in greet unbileve, aljif it be fiorishid for a tyme. 

But men noten last here, how Crist sitti)> on )je rijt side of 
his Fadir, siji his Fadir is oonli Godhede, and ha\> no figure 
as man ha}). And here men knowen as.bileve }iat Christ sittifi 
not on ])e bodili side of his Fadir in hevene, for his Fadir ha}" 
noo sich side ; but \ie Fadir haji sum men ordeyned to damp- 
nacioun, as ben fendis in belle and men Jiat shulen be dampned 
|iere; and {)es ben fe left side of fie Fadir, on which Crist shal 
not sitte. Sum men ben on Jie ri5t side; as alle men Jiat shulen 
be saved, and ordeyned to come to blisse after Goddis firste 
ordenaunce. And Jius Crist hi his manhede sittij) on his 
Fadirs rijt side, for no Jiing mai be nerre Godhede ne more 
blessid ]>zn is Cristis manhede. And so he sitli]) on his Fadirs 
rijt side on ofer manere Jian ony o|>er mai sitte. 



t5E Gospel on Mydsomek Evvn. 
[SERMON CV.] 

Fuii in diebus Herodis. — Luc, i, [5.} 
pia gospel tellij) a playen' storie how Jiat Joon Baptist cam 
for)). Luk telli[>, hof! J/er vias in daies of Hcroude kyng ofjude 
presl clepid Zacarie, of Pe gendrure of pe preesi Abia. And 
loot^ fel to ])es preestis to mynistre in ]ie eistifie woke. And 
Zacaryus wifwas of Aarons doubters, and hir name was Eliza- 
beth. And bopiePes two weren just bi/ore God, going forP in alle 
Goddis mandemeniis and in alle justifiying of Pe Lord wipouien 
pleinl. Fadirs of |>e o!de lawe weren myche chargid over men 
now ; for {«! kepten jies same ten mandementis, ))at we kepen 

' pleyn, E. " SoE; toil. A. 
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in )ie newe lawe, and over, jif [lei wolden be juste, fei mosten 
kepe cerymonyes, and many lawis judJcialis, |>at us nediji not 
now to kepe. And, for Jies two kepten al ]iis wijiouten grete 
blame of God or man, Jierfore Luk preisi)) Baptistis eldris in 
keping of Jie oldc lawe. But woo is to hem in tyme of grace, 
])at )>us have chargid {le newe lawe, Jiat we have now more to 
kepe |)an Jiei hadden in ]ie olde lawe, For' )>es men have 
distroyed freedom, and pervertid Cristis Chirche, and so, as 
myche as in hem is, jiei have maad Crist unfree, and ])is un- 
fredom is worse |)an al |je richessis of Jiis world. 

And pet hadden noo child yi, for pe womman was bareyne, 
and Pei weren hoPe olde, passid wel in iyme of her eelde. And 
it f el pat Zacarie dide his preestis office in pe temple, as itfel 
to his tyme, and custom pai Panne was. He wente herbt aloone 
to offre enseme in pe inner part of Pe temple ; and al pe peple 
was wipouten preiynge in Pe tjmie of pis ensence. And oure Lordis 
aungel apperide lo him stonding on pe ri^t side ofpe outer. And 
pis preest Zacarie was disturhlid, and dredde herfore. Bui pe 
aungel seide to him, Drede pee not, Zacarie, for pi preier is 
herd ; and Elizabeth pi wyf skal here lo Pee a child, and his 
nafife shal be clepid foon, and joie and gladnes shal he lo pee, 
and many shal enjoie in his birPe. He shal be greete Ufore God, 
and zvyn and sidir ^^ he skal not drynke ; and he shal he fild 
■wip pe Holi Goosl yt fro his modir wombe. And he shal lurne 
many of pes children of Israel to Pe Lord God of hem. And pis 
foon shal go bifore Crist, in spirit and verlue of Helye ; for Joon 
was Hely in figure, as Christ seij) jiat mat not lye. And pis 
Joon shal comierte pe kertis ofpe foiTaeie fadris in to Pe love 
of }>er sones, )>at tellen hem t>at Crist is comen ; and men out 
of bileve foon shal iurne to prudence of juste men. For it was 
a greet pradence to trowe )»e signes of Crist, {"at he was }ie 
prophete bihijt to [le fadirs of Jie olde lawe. And so Baptist 
made redi lo pe Lord a perfect folk in rijt bileve. 

' So E ; And Jar, A, which leaves the construction incomplete. 
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Here mai men douten, and trete of )ie staat and liif of 
prestis ; how ])ei ben dowid and wyflees ajens Goddis autorite ; 
for Crist forfendid dowyng bojie in him and in hise aposdis, 
and approvede wedding' in apostlis and many o)ier. And J>is 
is j)e caste of J* fend, to kyndle fir in' heerdis; for or (lei 
moten bo)ie brenne, or Jie kepere mote leeve his craft and 
traveile to kepe ^\s fir". And preestis shal not do bolie wel. 



Gospel on Mydsomer Dai. 



[SERMON CVL] 

Elizabeth impkium est tempus parimdi. — Luc. i. [57.] 
pia gospel tellij) of )ie fonne fat Joon Baptist was born inne, 
and sei]) ; To Elizabeth was ^me fulfillid to here child. For )ie 
Wise man seiji Jiat alle [lingis have \ti tyme. And sif" al Jiing 
mote nedis come in tyme ]>at God ha) ordeyned it, muche 
more l>e tyme of Joon, }iat God ordeyned^ so speciali. And 
}ius Elizabeth bare fiis child. And her nei^boris and her cosyns 
herden pal she was defyverid, and helden pat God hadde maad 
his mercy greet wip pis olde wiif, and joie/ulli panMde God wip 
hir. And it /el in pe ei^lip daie, pei camen to circumcide pe 
child; and pei depiden him Zacarig after his fadirs name. And 
his modir answeride and seide^ iVac, but he shal he clepid Joon. 
And pei seiden to Elizabeth, pat no man was in hir kyn pal was 
clepid bi pis name ; whi shulde he be clepid so ? Bid pei 
bekeneden to his fadir, what he wolde pat he were clepid, and he 
axide a metal pointel ', and wroot, and seide, Joon is his name. 

And so miracle was wiji Joon Baptist, boJie bifore his hir^e 

and aftir ; for, as men taken of Jie gospel, Zacarie trowide not 

' and, E. ' So E ; ordeynet', A. ' poynlet, E. 

• The meaning appears to be :— who then either continue to burn 

it is a wile of Satan to promote the with it (and so fall into sin), or 

celibacy of the clergy, because have to leave their proper pastoral 

thereby he liindjes the fire of un- work in order to take such mea- 

lawful ]iassion (' melius nubere sures as may keep this fire under 

quam uri') m Christian pastors, control. 
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to ])is aungel, and Jierfore bi fie wille of God he was doumbe 
til Jiis tyme, and here he recoveride his speche, and tolde what 
}>e child shulde hatle*. For bo|)e his eSdris helden in Jier mynde 
how Gabriel wolde Jiat he hi^te Joon. And her/ore woundride 
folk al aboute. And anoon his moup was opened, and his Hinge 
was unboundun, and he spak and blesside God for pe ping pat 
hifel pus. And drede was an alle her nei'^oris. And pes wordis 
weren publishid upon alle hty coostis of Judee. And alle pat 
herden of pis ping pulliden in peir herte and seidm, Who, trowisi 
pou, shal pis child be? for pe hond of oure Lord was wip him. 
Sacarie was a famous man, wiji Elizabeth his wyf, and many 
myrachs weren bifallen aboute \fi birjie of )>is Joon ; and J>U3 
}ie contre preiside him muche, for many causis Jiat weren in 
him. It was a miracle }iat )>e aungel telde him in so holi a 
place ; it was miracle [lat Sacary was dombe, for he wolde not 
trowe ])is aungel ; it was miracle jiat so oold folk broujten 
forji [lis child in her olde dales; it was miracle [lat his eeldris 
on |)is manere namyde }ie child; and al )ie lyf Jiat Joon lyvede 
was ful of miraclis bifore and after. 

And pus his fadir profeciede, bi filling of pe Holi Goost ; 
Blessid be pe Lord God of Israel, for he hap visited and maad 
pe biyng ayn of his peple. And so Joones fadtr and his modir 
and he bimsilf weren maad prophetis. And here mai trewe 
preestis louche how )>is world is blyndid bi foli, when it suejt 
men as palrouns J>at weren foolis and ful of synne, and leven 
Crist and Baptist |>at weren bigyneris of oure ordir. And herof 
pleynede Crist in }ie gospel, [lat Jiei sJngen neijier wiji him ne 
wipen' wi|j Baptist, but wift o|)er foolis whos liif is biside 
bileve. 

' hntt, E. ' uw/ea, E. 
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pB Gospel on Petris and Pooljs Ewn. 

[SERMON CVIL] 

Dixit Jesus Symoni^ Peiro. — John xxi. [15.] 
pis gospel tellitt how Petre and o)iir preestis shulden love 
God, and travailen in his chirche. And, for ]>is love stondij) 
in Jie grace of God, )«rfcire Crist clepip Petre, Symount, Jooms 
soone. For whoso prechifi to )ie peple and techi]> hem Goddis 
lawe, he is Jiat ilke in whom is Goddis grace ; and juste eldris 
may disserve grace to fer children, as it is teld bifore of eldris 
of Joon Baptist. Crist in his laste speche vii^ Petre apostle 
axide him f)ries where^ he lovede him; and his bileve is aweie, 
[lat trowef) not' }>at Crist seide ]jus for to prynte his love in 
Petre, and his successouris. 

And Jius Christ axide first, Symount, Joonei sone, lovest pou me 
more pan pese? And Petre seide to Crist: ^ke, Lord, pou wosl pat 
Y love pee. Petre' was here curteys and temprld fro presump- 
cioun, for he seide not Jiat he lovede Crist betere Jan any o]>er 
aposde, but he seide, Crist wiste wele Jiat he lovede him. And 
here Petre confesside ]>al Crist knewe al Jiing. But Christ seide 
to Feire, in shewing of [lis love, pat he shulde fede his lamhrm, 
bi |>e lawe of Crist; as who sei|>, if [lou love me, fou most do 
}iis dede. ps secounde tyme axide Christ where Symount Jooms 
sone lovede him. And Petre seide to Crist, ^he, Lord, pou most 
.pal I love pee. And Christ seide to Petre, to conferme |)is word, 
pat he shulde fede his lambren,.'m lore of [ler soule. For as 
mannis soule is betre jian is ^ bodi of him, so feeding of his 
soule is betere |ian is feding of his bodi. And si]» lambren of 
Crist ben 00 bodi wi)) Crist, more love myjte no man shewe 
])an Jius for to fede his lambren. But y'i Christ axide pe pridde 
tyme, where Symount Petre lovede him. And Petre hadde sorewe 
pal Christ axide pis pus ofte, and seide ayn to Crist, Lord, pou 
' So E ; Synmny, A. ' uibe^ir. 
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woosl alle pingis, J/ou woi! pat I love pee. And Crist had him 
sknve pis in dede, and fede his sheep, ))at is more f>an l«s Ojter, 
as sheep passen lambren. 

No man J»at is in bileve dredi]> of Jiis gospel, ^l ne Crisi 
chargide ])es wordis ecli bi resoun; and so he tau^te apostlis to 
feede his sheep in pasturis of hoH writt, and not in roten 
pashiris, as ben fablis and lesingis and lawes of men. pe 
pasture everemore grene wiji treujiis jiat nevere more failen, is 
jie lawe of holi writt, J>at last!]) in jie tojier world. But, for a 
good heerde shulde kepe his sheepe fro wolves, and defende 
hem fro scabbis and fro rendinge, Jierfore Crist bad Petre Jries 
Jiat he shulde kepe his sheepe. Crist taujte not to his heerde 
to reise up a croyserie and kille his sheep, »i)i his lambren, 
and spoiien hem of jieir goodis; but (ms is lore of Anticrist, 
)iat )« fend ha{> now broujt in; and bi )>is it is knowen J)at 
J>es ben not Petris vikeris. 

And Crist techi|> Petre, and in him alle his _vikeris, how it 
fallij) to him to do a5en his firste will. SopU, sopli, I seie to 
pee, whanne Pou mere \onge Pou girdist pee, and wentisi whtdir 
pat Pou woldist; hut nam, mhanne pou wexist oolde, anoper shal 
girde pee, and shai tede pee pe weie which Pou molt not, of fn silf. 
And )iis word seide Crist for to telle to {>e Chirche bi what def) 
Petre shulde clarifie God. For Crist sei)i bifore, in fe gospel 
of Joon, ]>at ]ie moste propirte )iat followi]> a good herde is, l>at 
he putte his lyf for his sheep, for }ius dide Crist, and wolde 
J)at Petre )jus suede him. And }ie moste contrarie condicioun, 
[>at sue|) Anticrist, is to putte his sheepis lyves for his cursid 
lordship. 



On Octave of Mvdsomer. 



[SERMON CVIII,] 

Dixit Zacarias. — LuK i. [i8.] 

pis gospel teilitf ))e middil of a storie of Seint Joon Baptist. 

pe vigile of Baptist te!ii]> how Gabriel bihijte him, and f-is 
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storie telli]) how Zacarie mistrowide. And so Luk telli)i, how 
Zacharie seide to pe atmgel, Wherof shal Vwile pis, ])at Y shal 
gete a child; yor I am an oold man, and my wif is passid in 
eelde ? Here ]>is Zacharie trowide not to |je aungel ; but Marie 
trowide to {lis aungel jiat he seide her soj-, but she wolde be 
certefied more of Jie nianere. And [jus sum men reden as two 
wordis jiis axing, Qn what manere shal ])is he, for I knowe not 
man. But ])is Zacarie mistrowide, and maad ferto his evy- 
dence ; and so bo)ie fes weren troublid, but Zacarie more, for 
j)e troubling of hym refte him bileve. Bui Gabriel lelde Mm, 
wherfore he shulde trowe. For I am Gabriel, pat stonde hifore 
God, and I am sent of him to telle pee pes good tipingis ; and 
si)i it is ]ius, I mote nedis seie soJj, for I mai not see but treujie 
in Je book of liif, and an aungel J>at is confermed mai not lye 
to a man. And lo, pou shall be domb, and pou shall not mowe = 
speke unto Pe dai Pat pes pingis he done; and jiis penance shalt 
t>ou have, for pou trowedisi not to my wordis, which shal be fild 
in pes tyme. And here mai we se, bi logik of jiis aungel, how 
al [ling mote nede be ; for nojiing mai ever be but Jiat Jiat ' 
God hajj ordeyned to be in his tyme ; for eDis hadde Gabriel 
seid fals, \zX he myjte not speke til fanne. 

And pe peple ahood Zacarie, and wondride pat he tariede in 
pe temple. And whanne he cam out, he my^ie not speke to pe 
peple J and pel wisien pat he hadde seen sum visioun in pe temple. 
And he was bektnynge to hem, and dwelte dombe for jie tyme. 
And whanne pe dates of his office weren fulfillid, he taente hoom 
'o his hous, and ]>anne was Joon geten. And after pes daies 
•onseyved Elizabeth his wiif ; and she hid hir for shame jyi'e 
nonepis aflir. And she seide to hirsilf ; For pits hap oure Lord 
h to me, in pe daies Pat he caste to take awey my reprofe among 
nen. And ("US cam Elizbeth hoom, whanne she feeSide }iat Joon 
was quike ; and so he myjte witnesse ]ie comyng of Crist 
in \ie wombe of Marie, whanne she cam to Elizabeth. For 
Jeon made J>anne joie in manere of dansing in presence of 



mowe ' is the lost infinitive or ' mogeii." It occ 
the verb 'niay;' it is the English both Wycliffite vi 
form corresponding to the German 
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Crist, as Jie gospel seiji. And so trowe not to hem Jiat seien, 
|iat it i3 six monef'is bifore jiat \e soule ' be couplid wi|) |>e bodi, 
and bifore it ha)" plantid soule^, and si)> soule of beeslc'' ; but as 
we bileven }ie wordis of ])e gospel, Jiat Baptist was glad in 
comyng of Crist, so we supposen Jiat he was on lyve a litil 
bifore Jiat Jesus was conseyved, but we musen not how muche, 
sifi it is Goddis privyte. 

Of fis gospel mai we take, how it is grete synne to mys- 
trowe to holi writt, siji God pumshide Zacarie for he trowide 
not to his aungel ; and more ben wordis of God fian wordis 
of ]>is aungel. And f-us defaute in bileve is bifore alle o>er 
synnes, and sifi God seifi al treujie, no treu)>e shulde be denyed; 
but summe may men doute, and sum trowen wi]f drede, for 
God sei|> |>is treu|)e, or ellis God seiJi it not. O how myche 
ben Jiei to blame Jiat seien [lat Goddis lawe is fa!s, for mys- 
undirstonding of a fool or an heeretik I Certis, bi |>e same 
skiie Jiei myjten seie |)a£ God is fals, si]) God signifiej) to hem 
fafs undirstonding, in peyne of )ier former synne, bi which fei 
ben blindid, and jius God were |ie falseste [ling )iat evere was 
in Jiis world. For Jiei seien fat falshede is no defaute in a Jting, 
whi seien Jiei not Jiat God is fals for perfeccioun of God, 
si}i God meveji fals men, for Jier former falshede, to undirstonde 

' plauntis of soute, E. 

human corruptibility of the human soul, 
wil! not admit this; he looks upon 
the embryonic changes as indicating 
successive stages of the one soul, 
bat no more. ' Sic cum in embrione 
primo sit anima vegetativa tantum, 
cum perventmn fuerit ad majorem 
perfcctionem lollitur forma imper- 
fecta, ct succedit forma perfectior, 
quae est anima vegetativa et sensi- 
tiva simui, el ultimo cedenle, suc- 
cedit ultima forma complettssima. 
quae est anima rationalis.' To these 
three elementary stages St. Augus- 
tine, in the Di Quantilau Animai, 
adds four more, that of moral eRbrt, 
in which the soul is seeking virtue, 
that of moral perfection and rest, 
that of spiritual effort or tendency 
towards God, and that of the soul's 
union with anil rest in God. 
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» That is. the rational o 



^ The writer appears to repudiate, 
with Aquinas, the doctrine which 
held that before the rational soul, — 
anima intellecliva, — in virtue of which 
man is man, was joined to the em- 
bryo, it had 1>een animated suc- 
cesavely by a vegetative and a sen- 
sitive soul, so as to be confoitned 
to plants during the first, to animals 
during the second period of gesta- 
tion. In the treatise De Spiriluaii 
Crialioat among the QBaes(. Dispu- 
teUu, Aquinas writes (art 4) ' Quidam 
vero dixenmt quod a principio inest 
anima vegetabilis, et ilia eadem cum 
fuerit magis perfecta fit anima sen- 
wtiva, et tandem fit anima intellec- 
tiva.' But the Christian philosopher, 
holding out for the oneness and in- 



,, Google 



WrCLIF'S 

falsly f and jianne J«i seien {)at God is fals. And [lus God 
shulde meve men falseii, whanne evere jiey synnen^, and |)us 
he were a fals God in punishing of sinfu! men. For, si)i fals- 
hede in God is good, 3eve we him ynowj fierof ; for God mai 
not have a name, but gif he passe al ojier |)ing. Blessid be 
treu)ie, |jat made us passe alle sich fals fantasies, and wite ])at 
alle creaturis ben trewe in |iat ])at f>ei ben of God. 



On translation of Seint Maktin". 
[SERMON CIX.] 

Noh'te timere pusilus"^ grex. — [Luke sii. 33.] 
In Jiis short gospel Crist confortid his servantis, and biddij) 
hem not drede; for treujie is strengere [)an alle [ler enemyes. 
Men shulden not drede but for sjnne and lesing of vertues, 
for peyne is just and of Goddis wiUe ; whi shulden men drede 
or sorewe Jierfor? And |)us sinful men shulden have drede 
and hope togidere, of diverse Jiingis ; as (lei shulden have 
sorowe and joie togidere of dyverse |>ingis. And jius synne 
concludi]> men moost of al ))ing Jial mai be ; for it bringiji man' 
to fyve markis ^ more noyousli fan ojier skilis. Crist sei) here 
to hise apostlis, )iat fiei shulden not drede, al jif )>ei ben a Uiil 
flok. For to rekene fe firste treu]>e, and alle fe aungels Jiat 
ben wij> him, Jie part of a just man is betere |>an fals part 
of a Jiousaund ; and )jus biddijt |ie prophete his child, jiat he 
shulde not drede him, for many moo ben wi]f hem fan wi|> 
Jie contrarie part. Stonde a man in vertu and treu))e, and al 
])is world overcomeji not him. For if jjei over comen him 

' SoE; ie 5)rna*t>, A, ' pt4sillis,E; a clerical error for pHji/Iui. 
' om. E. 

» The feast of the tianslation of among the gospels for the Common 

St. Martin's relics {July 5) is not in of a Confessor not a Bishop, 

tiie Roman missal, the office for the '' bringi)> man la fyve mariis. This 

day being of the octave of SS. Peter seems to be a proverbial enpression, 

and Paul. The gospel which the used of a person who was brought 

Saturn use apjiropriated to this fes- to poverty, or into any desperate 

tival is found in the Romsn missal strait. 
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wifi Jiis, ))ei overcomen G d and h a«n I J) nn (i 

shulden make hym ^n Gdbub )ighldnke|) 

But here men seien n 1 {> }ie |j n }> man 
dredis : kindeli drede addd f nd|n|dd 

of servantis. Kindel d d 
to suffre dee|i. But ji d i 
man shulde have sufF 1 p jn 
for to loke to big-ynnj g )> I 
degrees, after })at men I n b 
drede, whanne men d d n 
nyng to fle synne, and rote of alle 
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man dredi|f more for to synne ajens his God, and his tempting 
is overcomen fiat shuSde moove him to synne, |>anne h3|i he 
chast drede; but wel is him }>at ha{i ])is drede. pe jindde 
degree is best of alle, }>at men clepen holi drede; and Jiis 
dwellij) here in erj>e, and evermore wi|> man in blis. And ))is 
drede ha|) no peyne, but unpower for to S3Tine. And [lus aungels 
have t>is drede more ]>an ony o]>er [ling. But ])e Godhede 
mai not drede, for it bi kynde mai not synne. Bojie )>es dredis 
bringen not in synne. But Jie [tridde servant dredde. Whanne 
a ' man synneji ajens God, and mote nede be ponished of him, 
|>is is oon ^ unkindeli drede, as it is unkindeli to synne ; : 
{lis drede forfendiji Crist in )«s wordis |)at he sei^ here. And 
|>us men seien comunli, [lat man shulde not drede to fijte jif 
his cause and manere be good, for nojt but synne maki[j mi 
coward. For jif man fi^le wi)>out cause, to be holden ; 
herti man, he beri}) wi|) him )ie synne of pride, |>at maki|) him 
coward ajens God, And |>us {>ingis }tat loven pees ben moost 
hardi, as Jiingis in hevene. 

And Crist tellif- here a cause to make his disciplis hardi, 
f>at ])ei shulden not drede )ms ; For if likide to per Fadir to yve 
hem pe reuime. Here mai we see many treu{>is in Jies wordis 
Jiat Crist seit". First, how }ie Godhede of God is Fadir of alle 
|iat he ;eve}i blisse. pe secounde treu{>e in Cristis wordis i. 
nede to 5yve )>is blisse. For, as jiingis jiat ben passid nedli 
moten have be passid, so al jiat God ordeyne|i nedeli moten 
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have be ordeyned. And |>e Jiridde treu)ie of jies wordis is, 
|jat Crist shewide to j)es disciplis jiat }iei shulde come to blisse, 
for he tellif |jer Fadir lik d o H may we gadere opun 
resoun fat Cristis child n h Id n n t drede ; for jif God 
jeve a betere ))ing, he je ]> al fa {> j)erof; as God mai not 
jeve a bodi, but yi he 3 qu n d figure. And so, si]) 

pees sue)) of )iis blisse, G i m e 5 pees whanne he jeve[) 
blisse. Also, sij) God i In J3 al and al wilful, no |)ing 

])at is ajens God mai overcome him Jjat is wi]) God ; for sij) 
God sej) ]jis fijting', or him failij) power or wille, jif his ser- 
vaunt be overcomen in fi5ting for Goddis cause. And |)us 
trewe men ben confortid to putte awei ])is |)ridde drede ; for 
be J«i never so fewe or feble, }iei bileven |'at Jiei mai not be 
disconfitid. And ['US J)e cause ]>at Crist here telli|) makij) his 
knyjttis to be hardi. 

And )ius Crist confortid his apostlis, for to sue him in povert: 
He Hddip hem sille pat pel have and yve almes prudentli. For 
certis, among alle cowardisis, cowardise of richesse is )« moste. 
For many men ))at have richessis dare neijier seie a so|), ne 
defende a soJj seid, for drede of leesing of )iis richesse. And 
so men loven richesse more ])an f>ei loven treuf« of J)er God. 
And in ]iis cowardise ben freris and ofier ordris \&t ben dowid. 
And unne|)e ony riche man wanti]) clene Jiis cowardise. And 
\\s is more J)an cowardise of bodi, ))at come]) to man for drede 
of bodi; for a man shulde kindeh love more his bodi ])an his 
goodis, si|) goodis of kynde ben mouche betere {)an ben goodis 
of formne. But Crist telli|j ofle to his martirs, [lat fiei mai not 
be his disciplis but 3if (lei loven more him )>at is treujie {lan 
loven Jier owne liif. And wi|> ])is feij) was Baptist armed, and ojier 
apostlis, wif> Ctlstis martiris; for jiei wisten wel ])ei myjten not 
faile in victorie, to die Jus. And jius, for richesse of })is world 
makiJ) moost cowardise, Crist bad his knyjttis be pore, and 
sille her possessiouns, and of \2A priis jeve almes, or elSis of 
meeblis fat ))ei hadden. But wite we!, it is noon almes to 
make ypoeritis more cowardis, or to jeve jies newe ordris 
(lingis [lat \e\ ben chargid hi, for j)is is not work of almes ^ 
but work of unmercy to men, 

I God isfiVing, E. ^ tnercy, E. 
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And ))us Crist meeve)> to be pore bi resoun of surete. Make 
y io ym sachelis pat wokn not waxe mid, but tresour pai,failip 
not in hevene, wkidir pe pef comep not, ne Pe mw^i distriep ; 
for, certis, when is pi tresour, per is pi herte, and \\ wille. 
Tresour is clepid comunli, prescious Jiing |>at man telli|> muche 
bi and hidiji sumwhere. And so men Jiat shal be saved maken 
jier tresour in God; for jiis tresour is of ojier kynde Jian ben 
jies riche men, and it is prescious good, for it Is good of grace. 
And si]j Crist is al Jiing ]iat seintis have nede of, )iis tresour 
is more nedeful \wa al jiis erjieli tresour; for Jieves mai not 
stele ]jis, as jewels or moneie, and moujiis mai not feble )iis, 
as ])ei mai clojiis or jewelis. And so, si]? )iis tresour is more 
prescious and more sildr, what man shulde not traveile moosl 
for to have pis tresour ? 5if t"-"* traveile treuli to have ])e blis 
of hevene, )iou hidist J>is tresour where it mai not faile ; for 
God sha! be J)i clo})ing fat mai not wese old, for he is charite ; 
and he shal be jii peny |fat mai never be rusty ; and f)eves mai 
not come to hevene, ne take of hevenes blis. pis is eende of 
wisdoms, to traveile for sich a tresour. And drede we not 
Jiat ne man mai bi good hif Wynne him God, f>at is al maner 
of tresour, to make him blessid in hevene. For |fis is kyndelj 
eende to which man is ordeyned ; for man is orde3Tied ' to 
blisse, and to laste ever more, and have wij)Out defaute al |>at 
hem nedif>. 



Pe Gospel on Octave dai of Petre and Paul. 
[SERMON ex.] 

Jussit Jesus discipulos assendere in lutviclam *. — Matt, xiv. [22.] 
pi8 gospel telliji a storie that ech man shulde wite, but 
speciaii apostlis and vikeris of hem. Crist bad his disciplis stie 
into a bole, and go hif ore him onpe water til Pat he kfie Pe peple. 
And Crist leflepe puple and stiede in to pe hit, for to preie aloone 
' So E ; A om. the words _^j- — ordtyned. ' errors of the scribe for 
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for staat of his Chirche. Aud so, whanne pe evenyng cam, he was 
per aloone; for his disciplis were in \t water, and |)e peple hadde 
iefl him. And pe boot, amydik pe -wakr, was shaggid^ wip 
w<cwis,for pe wynd was contrarie to hem. AndpefourPe vigik of 
pe ny^t, Jiat was ny) (>e dat, Crist cam to his disciplis walkinge 
onpe water. Andpe disciplis, seeyng hint walking upon pe water, 
wercn troubUd among hemsilfe, and seiden it was a /antum\ 
And/or drede pei crieden. And anoon Jestts spak to hem and sdde 
to hem {lus: Have je trust, I am; drede y not. And Pelre 
answeride and seide. Lord, y/pou be Crist, comande me to come 
to pee upon pe waters. And Crist seide to Petre, Come. And 
Petre wente doun out of pe boot, and walkide ^ onpe waters, for to 
come to Jesus. But Petre, seeyng pe wynd grele, dredde him of |>e 
peril ; and whanne he bigan to drenehe, he criede a?id seide. Lord, 
mak me saaf. And anoon Crist held forP his hond, and take 
Petre, and seide to him, pou of litil bileve, whi doutidisi pou 
heref And whanne Crist sleie in to pe boot, pe wynd cesside, 
and Pei pat weren in pe boot camen and hutiden Crist, and seiden, 
Verrili pou art Goddis Sone. 

pis storie men tellen to ]>e secounde witt of Goddis word, 
and seien, Jiat jiis boot traveihnge in )« water is Jiis Chirche 
here f>at wandrif> to J^e daie of dome, pis wending of Crist to 
|>e hill is his stying to hevene. pere he preieji aloone for man- 
kinde here; for aljif ofier seintis preien |>ere in spirit, nejieles in 
bodi and souk preief> Crist jit aloone. And whanne f« sunne 
wente doun, was Crist aloone preiyng f>us. But he visitide his 
Chirche )>e fourjie vigile of njjt, whanne he shewi[i perilis to his 
Chirche fat fallen to men here in er|)e. But Crist goi{> upon 
{le water, for worldli sons " noien him not. And ^\s boot is 
troubhd here, but it drenchi|> not uttirli. Petre is Jie moste man 
|>at sue]> Crist in his Chirche; and he wolde sue Crist here, 
but.be faili]) in bileve. But he mai not be drenchid, for Crist 
wole have his Chirche saved. Crist come)) into Jiis boot 
whanne he ha|) alle \^% men to hevene, and Jianne ceessen alle 
<t tempestis J'al men suffren here in erfe, and Jiei knowen 
verrili how Jiat Crist is Goddis Sone. 

hoggyd, E. ^ E om. the words and—faiitum. ^ So E; 
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And ]fis witt applie)j |« pope, wij) his cardinalis, to hem, and 
seien \s.l })ei ben Cristis Chirche ^t flooteriji' |ius in jiis boot; 
and Jjei mai nevere be drenchid, al if J«i fallen in many perilis. 
But Jies men shulden wite, first, }>at jiei sue ^ Crist in lyvyng in 
poverte and mekenesse, and in lore of ])e gospel ; for ellis [x 
gon not bifore Crist on Jiis water, to make red! to him, but 
ben raper drenchid in ))is water, and seken after worldli goodis ; 
or ellis ben [« peple [lat Crist leeve|>, Jiat disturblen him and 
hise. Bileve techi]) treive men j)at [lis Chirche goi)i not bi kyn, 
but bi manere of suynge of Crist in perfit weie of vertues. 
But as preesds weren worse til J>ei weren at lowest degree, as 
preestis of ))e olde lawe f>at weren fordone in Cristis tyme, so 
mai |>is court drede for liif contrarie unto Crist, leste j>ei ben 
J>e worste men (lat lyven here in ])is Chirche. For ypocrisie 
makiji hem not good, but more stynke bifore treu])e. And {lei 
ben not porest here, making hem tresour in hevene, for al )>er 
breej) and l>er liif is about worldli goodis; and |)us \e\ lasten 
not in }iis boot, but ben drenchid in Jiis see. And jius ))ei axen 
not Crist helpe, as dide Fetre, whanne he sank; but al }ex hope 
and desire is in fiingis Jjat ben binejie. For jif [lei iyven con- 
trarie to Crist, in ]ris world ben no falser men. And nei)>er 
kynrede ne place maken men Cristis vikeris, but suyng in wele 
of vertues, what manere men )>at ever )>ei ben. Errour in sich 
wittis maki|) many dremeris to faile, for Jiei taken noon hede to 
good liif, but to fals opynyouns here. 



pE Gospel on tE feeste of Sevene Bri).eren. 
[SERMON CXI.] 

Loquente Jesu ad iurbas. — Matt. xii. [46.] 

pia gospel telliji a storie )tat louchit' mouche witt, and telli|' 

how Cristis children ben knyttid here in charite. Matheu telliji, 

hovi/esm spate to jie pepk ; and lo, ki's modtr and his breperen 
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stooditi wiPoukn to speke wip ki'm. And sum men scien )>at 
Cristis brethren weren men of his kynredc. But his apostlis 
weren wi|i him, and herden him speke to |ie peple, as Jiei weren 
in streJtere place, and more hard to come to. And oon uide to 
Crist, Lo, pi modir and fii breperen sionden wipouten, ukyng pee. 
And Crisl answeride to himpal tolde him pis, andaxidewko was 
his modir and his hreperen. And Crist stretching his honds to 
his disciplis seide Pes wordts of witt' Lo, here my modir and my 
ireperen. For who ever doippe wilk of m} Fadir pat is in hevene, 
he is my broper, and mj' sisiir, and m} modir also 

pes wordis of Crist ben scorned of gramariens and 
devynes. Gramariens and filosophns seien jiat Crist knewe 
not his gendris; and bastard divines' seien algatis )iat \>es 
wordis of Crist ben false, and so no wordis of Crist bynden, 
but to |« witt \>nt gloseris tellen But here we seien to J>es 
trowauntis Jiat jiei blaiberen^ Jius for defaute of witt. Leeve we 
|fes heretikes as foohs, and seie we sum witt l>at God haji jovun 
us. So|)li, Crist techi]) here [je preciousite of his preching, |jat 
man shulde not, for fleishli kyn, lette to teche Goddis word. 
And pes wordis sei)> Crist to him ]iat was aboute to lette his 
lore. And J)us telli]> Crist a sulilt-, J>at is of goo-^tli brejieren in 
God; for, be it man or be it woman [jit serveji God treuli, he is 
on ])es Jiree maneres knitt to Crist in sibberide'. For dJs- 
tinccioun of kynde is liti! to telle bi in Jiis matere. First, he is 
Cristis brojjer bi * his soule, |>at is his spirit ; si)f, he is Cristis 
sistir bi his fleish, Jiat is worse ; and after, he is Cristis modir bi 
[lis hool kynde, made of hem two. For ])is modir haji conseyved 
Crist, and norisiji Crist wijiinne hir; and fis is betere cosyn- 
nage and more suti! j)an is of kynde. And make Jies gramariens 
Eorewe {>at \>ei knowe not f«s gendris, and so Jies founed philo- 
sophris shulden sorowe of jicr error, jiat j>e! witen not of oo 
man ))at he is ech of j)es j)ree Jiingis ; he is soule, he is bodi, he 
is man, maad of Jies two. But to ]>e hool man is merit or 
demerit proprid. Leeve we here Jiese trowaunt doutis, and 
enforce us to lerne Cristis wordis, to preche hem to ]<e peple, 
and leeve [ting jiat is iesse wor)>, and paione fleishli cosynnage 
shulde not lette us to do ])is. 

I So E ; (iyvems, A. ' blaheren, E. ' iybred, E. ' lo, E. 
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pE Gospel of Maudelen Dai is rbd 
Tense t" in Septembre a 



[SERMON CXII.] 

Accessit ad Jesum. — Mato. xx. [20.] 
pis gospel telli|> how fleishli kyn procuriji ofie harm to ]ie 
soule, and how a womman, Cristis aunte, Mary, James modtr 
andjaones, )iat was Sebedem wiif, cam to Crist for \\% enchesoun. 
But she cam wi]> \t% children and loutide Crist, aTid axtde 
him; for it is seid comunii fat wymmens preier is wel herd. 
Crist oxide hir^ what she wolde, and she seide to him, Comaunde 
pat pes two apostlis, |>at ben my sones, and Jii cosyns, sitle next 
pee in pt rewme, pe toon on pi ri^ side and pe toper on pi left 
side. Crist knewe wel jiis wommans witt, and how it cam of 
j)cs apostlis ; for \€\ herden bifore of Crist, how fat he shulde 
have a rewme, and \€\ trowiden )iat Crist shulde be an erjieli 
kyng in Jiis world; and Jfere \€\ wolden be nyj Crist, for 
cosynnage and traveile here. Crist spekinge to ])es apostlis, 
and levynge to speke wi|) Jieir modir, seide how ]iis cam of 
hem, and how men shulden have ordre in speeche, everemore 
speking J>ere where jiei hopen moost to profite. Crist seide io 
pes apostlis, 3^ viilen not what y shulden gladli axe ; for Jiing 
jiat profiti)i to mannis soule shuSde he axe, and noujt ellis. . 

And, as Joon sei|> vri|> J)e gildene^ mouji'', [lis word of Crist 
lijtij) Jie world, and dampneji here many men, ]>at coveiten 
hyenesse of worldli slat. For many men hi weyward witt co- 
veiten here to be popis cardinalls or bishopis, or oj'er worldli 

' So E ; hifi, A. 



■ The MS. has two words here 
inexplicably contracted ; but they 
eridently stand for 'Quatuor Tem- 
pora,' or. as it is called in Ireland, 
Quarter Tense ; for the gospel read 
on St . Mary Magdalen's day (July 3 1) 



' galdtH, E. 

is the same as that for Ember Friday 
in September, on which there is a 
sermon (No. Iia of the Ferial Ser- 
mons) in the present collection. 

•■ St, Chrysostom, flbnii. in Mattb. 
XXXV. 
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dignite, not for hele of J«ir soule, but to have here worldii 
wynnyng. And all Jiis danipne^ Crist here. For Jiis mile is 
venymous; and it falli|i ofte tyme fat sich havyng of worldii 
worship dampnej) men ever more in helle ; and so it doiji harm 
to Jte soule. But jif men wolen be hye in hevene, {^ei moten 
lerne anojier lessoun, to profite to {>e Chirche jiat (lei mai, and 
to ieeve worldii worship. And |>is profit nedijt ofte to sufTre 
anoies here in |)is world, |jat Jiese prelatis fleen algatis, for Jiei 
wolden here have |>e contrarie. perfore Crist axide of )>es 
discipiis a questioun pertinent herto, Ma: y two drynki, 
seip Crist, pt chalis pat I shal drynke ? And wiJiouCen drede 
Crist undirstood bi fiis chalis his passioun. And j)es Uvo 
discipiis myjten not for shame denye to drynke of Jos coppe. 
And Jtus pet graunliden to Crist, pat pet myjten drynke of hia 
coppe ; for it were a! ajens skile to coveite sich a prelacie, but 
jjf men have ]>e ende Jierof wherefore )>ei shulden coveite it. 
And si|i Crist is al wiys, and drinkiji himsilf of {"is coppe, 
what man shulde hi resoun forsake to drynke hcrof? For bi 
j)is is jie soule fed, and disposid to come to blis, but bodili 
fode is for j)e bodi, and maki}) wormes mete redi. And Jius 
Crist grauntip pes aposilis pis beiere drynke, and leevej) }ie 
to|jer. But 3it Crist, of his curtasie', interpretij? )ier wordis 
to goode ; and doi]) worship to his Fadir bi trewe wordis, as 
he shulde. Supposing Jiat Jiei undirstonden sitting in |)e rewme 
of hevene, Crisi seip, pal it fallip not to him to graunle hem 
sich siltinge, but sich sitting shal po men have to whom it is 
ordeynid of his Fadir. Here grutchen Anticristis discipiis and 
seien, jiat Crist sei|) here fals; for siji Crist is J>e same God 
Jiat IS fe Fadir and ]>e Goost, whatever |)e Fadir jeve[> or 
graunti]), )>e same Jiing grauntiji Crist. But here Jiese foolis 
moten undirstonde, Jiat Crist spekeji ofte bi his manhede ; for 
]>e peple knewe his manhede, and undirstood it speciali. And 
]>us, whanne Crist biheeti]) to hem Jtat him falli]) not to jeve 
hem )iis, he undirstood }>es wordis ]ius, }iat he shulde not, bi 
his manhede principali, ^eve Jiem Jfis; but he shulde 3eve to 
hem [lis, to which it is ordeyned of his Fadir. And so, jif jiei 
disserven jiis, he sikerid hem jiat Jiei shuiden have Jiis. 
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And ])us spekijj Ambrose*, sa>nge comun speche of Cnst 
|fat j)e sacrid oust is not breed for it is not pnncipali breed 
And such error blindij) many, in ^ sacrament of l>e luter, to 
seie ("at it is an accident wijiouten suget, an I no breed as 
Ambrose sei)i. But lies foolis my3teii bettere seie jiat netier 
James ne Joon ben blessid for Crist seif) ]>at him falliji not 
to graunte hem ony degree of bhsse But [iis is ful of eresie, 
as faJshede in which it is groundid And dtfaute of undir 
stonding \sX shulde be of Goddis lawe and of {iis doctour 
Ambrose, blyndif> here }ies eretikis 



On Assumpcioun Evvn, 



[SERMON CXIII.] 

Loqwnte Jesu ad turbos. — Luc. xi. [Z7-] 
pis gospel tellif) how it is more to heere Goddis word and 
kepe it, |;an to bere Crist hodili and norishe him, as Mary dide. 
And so a liti! storie is told in presing ' of om- Ladi ; and after is 
knitt a blessid sentence bi distinccioun of Crist, pe storie telliji 
haw Crist spak la pe peple of soule heljie. And a womman of 
pe puple hadde devocioun in his wordis, and burst out in an 
hyy vois, and uide on \\% manere to Crist : Blessid be pe 
wombe pal bare pee, and pH ietis pat pou didist soke. And Crist 
answeride to pis womman, and tolde a more presciouse treujie, 
and seidepat, but bi more resoun, blessid be pei pat heeren Goddis 
word and kepen it. 

But we shal undirstonde here, )>at on two maner is Goddis 
word herd, — first bodili, bi eeren of bodi, and eke goostli, bi 
eeren of soule. pe firste heeringe is litil wor}), but in as mouche 



' t"y^"g. E. 



" St, Ambrose, Di Sacraminlis, 
Ub. iv. cap. 5 : ' Anteqiiam con- 
secretUT, panis est; ubi autem 
verba Christi accessetint, corpus est 
Christ!.' Wydif in his Coa/essio 
{Fascituii Zizaniorum, p. 127) quotes 



a passage from the sajne work. difTer- 
bg slightly in words, but precisely 
to the same effect. The 'for it is 
not principoli breed ' is Wyclif 's 
gloss upon "the words of St. Am- 
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as it helpijj to ]« tojier; si)> Scarioth herde Crist )jus, and 
beestis and briddis myjten also. On j>e toJier manere heeri]) 
no man but jif he knowe sentence of Goddis word. And on (lis 
wise sei)i ]ie Psalme ' |iat I shal heere what \e Lord God speki[i 
in me ; but wel Y woot }>at he shal speke pees and love to his 
peple. And Jius, on two maneris, may a man kepe Goddis 
word; first, to printe }« witt in his soule, and after to renle 
his liif Jierbi. And |jus shulde ech Cristen man heere and kepe 
fie word of God. But over ])is kepyng shulde preestis kepe 
wiseli Jie word of God, and shape hem for to preche it, for 
profit of lie Chirche; and |iis is Jie beste work Jiat ony man mai 
travaile here. And Jius mai we IJjtli see how )iis sentence of 
Crist is so}>; si{> no man mai come to blis but ^if he heere and 
kepe Goddis word; but many men and wymmen ben saved fat 
baren not Crist bodili ; ne oure Ladi myjte not come to blisse, 
but 3Jf she hadde herd and kepte jiis word. 

And herfore God ordeynede hir to be maistiresse to his 
apostlis, for she fe! not fro [)e fei]>, ne fro fie wordis of hir sone, 
but kepte hem wel in her herte, and caste wel what {lei menten. 
And herfor it is no wondur jif she be more blessid jian ojier. 
pe Chirche singiji of oure Ladi jiat she ha)) distroied alle 
heresies », for she is special maistiresse to distroie ])es heretJkes. 
And siji she is aftir ]>e dai of dome, whanne }iei shal no more 
noie >e Chirche, it is soji to >is entent [lat she haj) distroied alle 
heresies. 

And siji she was occasiomi of (« wordis Jtat Crist seide 
here, se we how Jies wordis helpen men to distroie fies vices. 
A comune heresie ]tat now rengnef) in J>e Chirche is lettris 
of fraternite, generaJi among )ies ordris^. And herfor se we 
how f«s lettris stonden wi|> Goddis lawe. Heryng and kepyng 
of Goddis word is betere l>an Jie birjie of Crist; \\s birj)e is 
betere fan J>es lettris; and so heeryng and kepyng of Goddis 
word is algatis betere fian ])es lettris. But Cristis word in no 
place techi> ^&i men shulden have |>es lettris ; and >erfore 



' So E ; Salm, A. 



' Gaude Maria virgo, cunctas 
eses sola intei-emisti.' Tract 
I in Masses of the B. V. M. 
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shulden n en este n ))es o d s an 1 r e le not abou ^ s 
kttris. Fo is f 1 a d s fRc au s C s s la ve a h s n a 
hede ; bu h s manhede s j owj )iou e ojie o con e o 
hevene a d so h s Kwe s jnowj o 1 e e h o d and to kepe 
it, for to come to bhsse of hevene, « ijiouten onj sich lettns. 
And )iis )ting mai be confermed. For jif a man have a Jwusand 
of sich lettris, but jif he kepe Goddis word, he shal be dampned 
in helle. And jif he kepe wel Goddis word, wijK)uten havyng 
of sich lettris, he shal be savyd in hevene, as oure bileve techil> 
us. And so havyng of siche lettris is oj)er impertinent to blis, 
or ellis it is harmful, letting men to come to blisse. Also bi 
siche lettris is not sibbirede^ getun of Crist; but jif J>ei 
broujten a man to hevene, jiei maden Jiat man Cristis bro|)ir 
and sister and his modir, as }« gospel beriji witnesse. For 
Crist seiji. Whoever doiji Jie wille of his Fadir |)at is in hevene, 
he is Cristis bro|>er, and his sister, and his modir. Also, ^if 
sich lettris diden Jiis good to men, brennying or dstroiyng of 
hem shulden pryve ])es men fro sich good, oujier in bodi or in 
souk, And so, jif we hadden Jies lettris brent, or eeten wi]) 
myis', or distroied, we shulden wante }ie profile of ])es lettris; 
jhe, jif we weren Jianne betere wij) God. Bi siche resouns 
[linken many men Jiat f-es lettris mai do good for to covere 
mostard' poltis, but not }ius for to wynne men blis; si]) sich 
men J>at graunten Jws lettris wyten not whejier jiei ben fendis 
lymes, or \>sX her preier shal oujt availe to hem silf or to ojier. 
And |ies resouns letten many to chaffre wiJ) )jeir preier. For 
preier of men mai profite to oper, but not |)us bi chaffaring ; siji 
parting of meritis of men hangi)> oonli in Goddis wille, and not 
in shewing of sich lettris, neijier to God ne to man; si]) we 
oblishen not us bi hem to Jiing Jtat is not in oure power. And 
|)us )>is help is newe feyned to injurie of God, siJi it is propre 
to God to graunten sich help to whom he wole. And J>efi lettris 
helpen not Jierto, but ra})er letten, for blasfemye. And sich 
brojiirheed of blasfemes shulden be fled, for fendis sibreden. 
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pB Gospel on Assumpcioun Dai. 

[SERMON CXI v.] 

Iniravit Jesus tn quoddam castellum. — Loc. x, [38,] 
pia gospe] teUi|> a storie of Crist, how he taujte to his 
Chirche wiiich is jie beste stat here. Luk seiji, fiat/wMj eniride 
in to a castel, and a womman pal hi-^le Martha lake Crist in hir 
hous, to fede him and his apostlis. And manye men ))inken 
here Jiat Jiis castil was a wallid toun, for ofte tymes- j>e gospel 
clepi]> sich wallid touns, castels. Men supposen over Jiis, |>ai 
f>is Martha and bir sistir, and Lazarus ])er broj'ir, hadden al [ling 
in comune; and ^vs, Martha was beste hous-wyf, and best 
coude ordeyne for hir hous ; and (lus she hadde speche to men 
bifore hir broj'ir and hir sistir. p/i sister 7vas Marie Mawddeyn, 
}»at was a ful devout womman fro [« tyme {)at she was purgid of 
Crist, and sett in \t weie of hevene. And so (>is Marie Mawde- 
leyn, fro \e tyme |>at Crist cam to hir hous, sat Ttiekeli al Jesus 
Jeet, to heere Goddis wordis of him. For Jesus hadde Jiis maner, 
to speke ever Goddis wordis whanne he wiste )iat j>ei shulden 
profile to ony peple |>at herden hem. And so Crist prechide 
ofte, now at mete, and now at soper, and what time |>at it was 
covenable ony peple to heere him. And so Martha fedde Crist 
bodili, but he fedde hir sistir goostU. And so he jaf f* beter 
for ])e worse, as it fallit) God to 3eve. Martha enforside her 
bisili to serve Crist and his discipUs, but Marie sat stille at Cristis 
feet to heere }ie wordis l>at he spake. And Martha stood bifore 
Crist, and playnede to him of hir sistir \ Sir, she seip, takist 
pou noon heede pal J)is Marie, J>at is toy sistir, hap left me aloone 
to serve topee, and to my gijeestis? I preie \te, seie to hir, pat 
she rise and helpe me. And fius Crist, jiat was taken for juge to 
acuse Mawdeleyn, was maad avocat of jiis Marie; for he holdi(> 
ever for trewe pa^t^ And ]>us many trewe men, bo]^ aprentis 



I .So in E ; A mcltides of bir siSn'r b the ilalic! 
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and avocatis*, wolen no' procure in a cause bifore |>at Jiei 
heeren it, and Jiis cause to [ler witt ha)> fie part of rijtwisnes ; 
for ellis }iei maden hemsilf avocatis a5ens treu|>e wi]> lie fend. 
And a^ens [lis foule synne shulden men speke upon resoun. 
For al jif Goddis lawe teche ]>at procuraturis shulden have hire, 
and jugis shulden have noon hire of men [lat jiei travailen fore, 
nejieles )iis is mys-tumed, for rijt is turned to coveitise. Crist 
spak a meene weye, and tau3te l»e Chirche in Jies wymmen, and 
spak mpei wordis : Martha, Martha, pou art bisie and iroubUd 
ahmiteful many pingis ; but certis, o ping is nedeful, and betere 
]>anne jies many jiingis : Marie hap chosen pe beste pari, pat shal 
n b iak fom hir. 

I s d omunli, Jiat Jies two wymmen ben two lyves, actif 
and on mplatif ; )ie first is Martha, and Jw tofier Marie. And 
a tif 1 f a Jt in mesure bisynesse aboute worldli J>ingis; and 
alj f |) 1 f b good, |>e to}ier liif is moche better. And so, for 
n n f 1 n f e in jiis liif fro love of God, Crist doublijj J>is word 
M 1 a f wo passen fro unyte. Crist tellij) how actif liif 
n u n d b troublid for many jiingis ; but contemplatif liif 
s ond \ jiing, Jiat is, God, and ha]! no bisynes aboute 

|)mg s of J) world. For as a man bisiejj him not how his 
shad h 1 passe )>e water, so men jiat ben contemplatif bisie 
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barristers practising in the common 
law courts, and pleaders belonging 
to the cliurcli courts. By the terra 
Apprentitius (from the French af- 
prndre, to learn), as applied to the 
legal profe^ion, was originally 
meant, according to Ducange, a 
law-student merdy, — one who fre- 
cjuented the courts and universities 
in order to gain legal knowledge. 
But at an early period it became, 
in England at least, a more honour- 
able appellation. In Fleta, the 
author of which wrote under Ed- 
ward I. the Apprentitius appears as 
the lowest kind of l^al practitioner 
admitted to the king's courts;— 'in 
curia auCem regii sunt servientes. 
aarratores. attomati. et apprtnlicU' 
(lib. IJ. cap. s7). In the reign of 
Edwnrd II, the temi seems to be 



used much in the same way as 'bar- 
rister' is now-a-days; thus the jurist, 
Andrew Horn (on whom see Selden's 
Disierlalio ad FUlani), dedicates his 
treatise Specuhan JmHtianim (>s/.- 
tiarioTumf) to the 'Apprentitii ad 
barras.' Spelinan (Glossarium in 
vote'}, says that the Apprentitius, 
after a course of legal training ex- 
tending over seven years, was per- 
mitted 'cancellos salutaie,' i.e. to 
come up to the bar, and there to 
plead. Me thus corresponded to 
the ' outer barrister ' of modem 
times ; and so completely is this the 
case, that Fortescue (quoted by 
Spelman), with Selden. Ptowden, 
Sir Henry Finch, and Sir Edward 
Coke (quoted in Cowell's /n/erpre- 
ler), speak of Apprentitius as being 
only another name for banister-at- 
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hem not aboute o Idl good bu ]>c u en and hopen in 
God j)at alle Jies ]) ngis shal falle o hen And oonU in swet- 
nesse of God )ie b s en hem a d ken ))e o|>er in niekenes 
and in poverte, as C haji auj o d an i iede. 

But men supposen o\er j)is, |)at Cnst approve) here Jiree 
lyves. pe first is good, as children lyven whanne fiei ben 
cristened. pe secound Uif is )« betere ; and \\?, is clepid 
actif Uif, whanne men travailen for worldU goodis and kepen 
hem in rgtwisnesse. And |)is is hard,. but it is possible; and 
al^atis jif coveitise be left ; for Crist techif bi Matheu }>at men 
shulden not be besie aboute her fode and hilyng, but bisynesse 
shulde be for hevene, Jiat shuMe be eende of mennis traveile. 
And exces of ]>es goodis letti]) ofte tymes }>is eende, pe jiridde 
liif is ])e beste, as Crist seiji Jiat mai not lye. And })is is sum- 
what here in erjie, but fulli in jie blisse of hevene. And here 
douten many men whe))ir of }ies two lyves is betere. But men 
Jiat biholden ' bileve of Crist witen f>at |iis Jiridde liif is best ; 
for Crist seij> J>us jiat mai not lye, and chees to lyve ever Jtis liif. 
For, aSjif Crist dide erjieli workes, nejjeles he dide on sich 
mesure )tat his soule was ever fed in contemplactoun of God. 
And in l^is many apes weenen to sue Crist here and |iei slippen 
into |ie fendis weies for defaute of Cristis lore. 

pree resouns ben comune )>at {lis Jiridde is ["e beste liif. Oon, 
for Crist t»e beste maistir seij> |fus, and mai not lye. Also, (lis 
lifmote nedis laste in blis of hevene wt5>outen ende; but jies 
o})er two lyves moten nedis be eendid here. And so [lis liif Jiat 
makiji men betere, and more last!]) wi|) hem in joie, mote nede 
be betere J)an ]je to|)er )iat algatis moot be taken from man ; and 
[lis is }ie resoun of Crist in )ie laste word of |>is gospel. Also, 
an eende I'at kinde ordeyneji to come to men, bi cerfeyn 
meenes, is aljatis betere }ian J>es meenes, Jiat comen nevere but 
for ])is eende ; as, si|> mannis liif is eende of his eting and o)>er 
dedis, l>i3 liif is betere Jian }iis eting, or ellis kynde ordeyned 
amys. And so, si|i |)es two firsle lyves ben meenes to Jiis [iridde 
liif, algatis |>is f>ridde is )>e beste, |)at God ordeyned to ende |jes 
And in no persone ne ony stat ben ]ies first ' lyves for 

' holden, E. * timjirsl. E. 
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to preise, but jif }iei ben quykened bi \\5 ];ridde, jiat shal laste 

And jif {le pope ha}) maad a lawe contrarie to )j!s sentence, 
or 5if an aungel come from hevene or from heile, reversing it, 
trowe not to }>es aungels, but trowe to Crist J)at sei]) j)is sentence. 
And resouns ajens Crist ben not worjii to be rehersid ; as sum 
men seien, Jiat ' ellis jie pope lyvede evere a synful liif, si)) he 
chesij) )« worse and Jie hardere for jie betere. But here we 
graunten to jies men [lat )iis is soji whanne Jiei have proved |iat 
[le pope leeveti jie Jiridde liif for ^ f e secounde. For Jw Chlrche 
shulde beter be governed ^if alle preestis Ij^eden |)i3 Jiridde lif 
for J)us it was in Cristis tyme, and in tyme of his apostlis. 



fF. Gospel on Seikt Bartulimew Dai. 



[SERMON CXV.] 

Facia est centendo inler^. — LrK. xxii. [24.] 
Men seien )jat Seint Bertolomew was nobleste of Jie apostlis'' : 
and herfore in ])is dale is )iis gospel red. Men seien )>at Cristis 
apostlis streven for a good cause; for l>ei wolden have a captain 
aftir ]>at Crist was deed. But I can not excuse hem of a vein 
wille. But however it be of Jiis, ])is gospel seme)> to teche us 
Jiat synne of prelalis now-a-daies passiji Jiis presumpcioun. 
For apostles streven (lanne, not who shulde be more to God, 
ne more to Jie world, but, who shulde he holde more ; for etlis 
mijte strif be among hem which shulde be put bjfore, and 
decisioun of f>is myjte oonys for ever ceesse [>is discord. But 



' So E; aad, A. 

■ In the Roman Missal this gospel 
is assigned to the |east of St, Apol- 
linaris (July 23); that for St. Bar- 
tholomew's day is taken from Luke 
vi. la-ig. The writer of these ser- 
mons, lihc the Prayer-book, follows 
the Sarum use. 
^ Referring to this legend, Cave 
SERMOHS. 
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says, in his Aniiq, Aposlolicae, — ' By 
some [St. Bartholomew] is thought 
to have been a Syrian of noble 
extract, and to have derived his 
pedigree from the Plolomies of 
E^ypt, upon no other ground, I 
believe, than the mere analogy and 
sound of the name.' 
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now among oure prehtis we moien not who shulde be holde 
more but which is more uttirl bo|)e to God and to |ie world. 
And here we sjnnen doubh denijng }iat we knowun not, and 
re^i-rsing Cn&tis si,nteni.e of morenesse fiat he spake of. But 
oure gcode miistir Crist determjnede jiis discencioun; and 
sei]! J>at |er is double gretnes among men here in erf*, — 
gretenesse among knj3ttis and gretcnesse among clerkis. 
Cnstis disciphs shulden not coveite gretnes of knj-^ttis, but 
gretenes of clerkes is moienesse of mekenesse and morenesse ' 
in service wijK)uten ony booste 
cmpcmi , And j>us safi Cris! fiat kyngis and ^entilefolk have lordship 

a^Ksi" of htm, and po pat ha e pim.tr on hem ben clepid goods doerts. 
''"'' Billy shalmt Pus lyie m. noon of Jies J-re pointis. For worldli 

lordshipis shal not be among jou ; ne power to prisoime shal 
be in oon upon o})iT; ne jour goode dedis shal not stonde in 
jyvynge of worldli goodis ; but he pat Is more amonge y)u be 
maad as ymger, and he fiat goifi bifore, he he as a servers, pat 
is to sete, jie mekere of jou is more of jou, and oon shal go 
bifore ano|)ir, not for worldli worship, but to serve more mekeli 
to o[)ir of his felouship. And ])is mai je se, seij> Crist, hi my 
lyf among jou : Whefiir holde y more him fiat seltip, or him pat 
servepi" Certein je holde more him pal siltip at pe mele. But 
Crist is among hem as a good servere. On f>e day bifore, Crist 
washide her feet and wipte hem wij) a cloiji, as )ie gospel of 
Joon telli]) ; and fianne he putte in dede soilyng of })is ques- 
tioun. And sip aposth's ben fio ilke pat weren wifi Crist whanm 
he was temptid, and Crist ordeynede siche meenes to ajenstonde 
pryde, preestis shulden J>enke on jiis lore, and traveile aboute 
mekenes. And Jiis lyf is not wijioute mede, bi witnesse of 
Crist. And herfore he ordeynede hem Jie kingdom of hevene, 
as his- Fadir ordeynede hym, for mekenesse Jiat Crist hadde. 
,ri.=i.pE- And l^anne shal |>ei ete and drynke upon Cristis bord in his 
lekncK rewme ; and )f\^ is mede wijiouten eende, more ]>an ony worldly 

mede. For fianne shal \€\ sitte upon troones and juge kynrcdis 
of Israel ; whiche kynredis ben seintis in hevene, }>at shal knowe 
bi apostlis )jat more mekenesse in ))is world asi]) more hyenesse 
in hevene. 

' fioE; TBomse, A. 
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And wel were him [lat coude J>is lore, jif }ie gospel taujte 
him no more. And reversing of Jiis lore now, bi dowyng of 
}iis Chirche, ha)f maad al newe preestis and ojier ordir fro 
Cristis Chirche ^. For more worldli lordship axiji jie more 
service to preestis, and letti]) hem to be more servauntis, and 
more hie in Cristis rewme. And |ms, whanne Crist biddi)> }rat 
his preestis shulden not lyve fus, )iat preest is now holden 
betere fial lyve|; more lordli. And ])is pride of {le fend distrie]) 
myche of f>e Chirche; and Y can see no more mede J>an to 
distrie ]iis^ preestis pride. Take awei {les brondis jif fou wole 
quenche jie fier. 



fE DECOLLACIOUN HAI OF SEINT JOHN BapTIST 1 



[SERMON CXVI.] 

Misit Herodes. — Mark vi. [17.] 
pis gospel telliji jie cause and forme whi fiat Baptist was do 
to dej), and sei)i, how )>at Heroude pe kyng sente and held Joon 
Baptist, and bonde hym in prysoun/or a womman, Herodtas, which 
was wiifand weddid to Philip, Heroudis bropir. For Joon seide 
to pis Heroude, It is not leeve/ul to pee for to have pi hroperis 
wiif, while je bojie ben on lyve. And herfore }tis Herodias 
aspiede Joon many gatis, hom he my^te be do to dep. But aljif she 
wolde do fiis, yt she myj/e not come perto. pe cause of envie 
to Joon was his tellinge of treufie, ])at shulde be profitable to 
Heroude and elce to Jiis wickide womman. And fiis cause 
shulde glorifie martirdome of a man; for it touchi)t Goddis 
ri^t, and profit of |>e yvel part, and charite of fe martir )iat 
telli]) J>is for Goddis sake. And beter cause ha]j no man in 
; of martirdome. 'pis Heroude dredde Joon Baptist, for 



' That is, — church-endowment, clergy, as well as the cloistered 
practised in defiance of the teaching orders, from the true Church of 
of Ciirist, has separated the modern Christ, 
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he wisie Pat he was ajusi man, and per to an hooly man, and kepte 
him. more tenderli. For men. have kyndely drede of God and 
of his lawe. And ferfore Heroude herde Joon, and aftir him 
dide many pingis, and herde Joon wip good wille, in jiingis jiat 
touchide conscience. And whan a covenahle day fell to Heroude 
and j)is wickide womman, Heroude, in pe date pat he was born 
inne, made a feste lo tribunes and to prinds of )ie temple, and to 
pe gretteste mdstris pat dwelten in Galile. And jfus many men 
|)enken )iat Heroude was an ypocrite ; for he caste to siee fis 
Seint Joon, and florishide it wi]j falshede. And as men sup- 
posen, al fis cast cam first of ^\% false womman. For as 
w)'mmen, where jiei ben goode, passen ojier creaturis, so, 
where Jiei ben turned to yvel, |iei passen many o]ier fendis. 

And whanne pe doubter of |)is womman was entrid in lo Pe 
halle, and pieside to Heroude and his gestis hi lumbleris lepyng^, pis 
kyng seide to pis wenche pat she shuide axe what she wolde. And 
he swore to pis wenche Pal whatever she axide him he shuide yve 
it to hir, if it were half his rewme. And bi Jies wordis it 
semej) fat Jiis fraude was cast bi Jiis womman and Heroude ; 
or ellis he were to greet a fool, to jyve half his rewme for 
lepyng of a strumpet. And pis wenche wente forp and axide 
at hir modir, what she shuide aske of })is kyng Heroude, And 
hir modir bad hirsaxe pe heed of Joon Baptist. And whanne pis 
wenche cam in atioon wip haste lo pe kyng, she axide and seide, 
I wole anoon pal pou yve me pe heed of Joon Baptist in a dishe. 
And pe kyng was sori ; Jor his grete oop and for his gestis he 
wolde not make pis wenche sorcnvjul, but sente for a man-sleere, 
and bad brynge to him pe heed of Joon Baptist. And he girde 
of his heed in prisoun, and 5rouyte his heed in a dishe and yifit 
to pis wenche, and she yif it to hir modir. And whanne pis ping 
was herd, pe disciplis of Joon camen and token his hodi and putten 



' The lipx']'"'!^^"!' of the original displays were common in the middle 

rendered in the Vulgate ' quum ages. Chaucer, in describing a fes- 

tasset,' which the first Wycliffite live meeting (Ronuamt of the Roai, 

■sion naturally translates, ' whanne near the beginning), speaks of ' sail- 

the dou)ler .... hadde Iqjte,' and louris : ' — 
the present writer understands of a 'V'f' m^ T^ i t™btsiM. 

tumbler or female acrobat. Such couiiw het'trafi^fui parfiiiy, ^'"" 
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What man wolde not suppose, {lat ne al pis [ling was done 
bi fraude of jiis fals womman, for treu])e of Joon displeside 
And doyn^ of Heroude was not wi)>outeii blame, for he shulde 
not Bwere j)us to a jong strumpet ; and jif fis fool hadde swore 
j)us, he shulde not fulfille Jiis ooj) ; for folie hepid upon folif 
grevej) God more. She axide jiis heed in a dishe bi feyned 
addicioun, for so she my;te more li^tli brynge )>is heed i 
Jie kyng, and wite more siklrli bi Jie sijte of many men )iat it 
was Baptistis heed [>at she hadde in }ie dishe. And men 
sawun Jiis done shulden not rebelle ajens ])e kyng, for it 
done in |)e prisoun pryvyly fer from men. 

And feyned treujie of jie kyng semej) to foolis to excuse }iis 
deed, and so it semede no help' to venge fe dede fiat was 
done. And sich a caufil of )»e fend is in many grete synnes. 
For men feynen bi ypocrisie fiat )iis jiing moste nede be done, 
and goodncsse vd^ treujie of hem excusiji hem of jie dede. 
And, for wymmen ben of short witt, jiei ben meenes to siche 
dedis. But folie and lustis of men ben often more to blame 
fian %vymmen. As, jif wymmen knewun not Goddis lawe in 
dowyng of preestis, and it semeji to wymmens witt bojie almes 
and merci, and \t\ meevcn lordis herto,— as jies wymmen diden 
Eroude,— Jiis synne is in [les proctours, but more in Jies lordis. 
And f>us fendis wills of freris aqueynten hem wiji ladies, and [lei 
ben meenes to lordis to have fiat jies fendis axen. And Jius is 
fi3ting broujt in, and Goddis lawe reversid. For who may 
denye Jiat ne lordis done aftir ladies, or fiat freris conseilen wifi 
ladies, or myche synne is now up bi workes of lordis f And 
knytte alle fes togidere, and freris ben ground jierof, more sutil 
and sinful f^an Jiis lepynge strumpet. But unknowynge of 
Goddis lawe excusiji hem not here, for Jiat shulden lordis trowe, 
and not Jies fals meenes. For fendis and Jier giles shulden be 
put bihinde God, and treuj)is of Goddis !awe shulden be taken 
in worsbipe. 

' So ill E, which has the word boote, crossed out, before help : A reaJs 
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Pk Gospel on Nativyte akd Goksepcioun daies of oure 
Ladi; and on Cristemasse Nyjt bifore Te Deum. 

[SERMON CXVIL] 

Liber gener adonis. — Matt. i. [i.] 
pis gospel tellijt pe gendrurs hi which Crisi cam of Jewes. 
For he cam of his modlr, and she and Joseph weren of oo 
kynne. Matheu' was taujt of God to write ])US Jiis boolie, 
and in {re fourtenes to eende (lus )>is gendrure. He takiji two 
bigynnerts, Davip and Abraham; for to ))es two was spedali 
Jesus Goddis Sone bihijt. Davi]) was putt bifore for worshipe 
and acordaunce, al3if Abraham was bifore and broujte forji holi 
kynredis. Abraham gaf Isaac, afid Isaac gat Jacob ; Jacob 
gat Judas and his oJ>er breperen. And Jies )tre patviarchis weren 
|>ree holi men. Of J«s twelve Jacobis sones Judas was \t 
beste ; neijier ]« firste, ne }ie last, but cam of his first wyf. 
And of him tolde Jacob Jiat Crist shulde come. Judas gal 
Pkares and Zaram of Thamar. pis Phares and Zaram weren 
bo|)e getun togidere ; and )iis Thamar was not Jie firste wyf of 
Judas. Phares gat Esrom, and Esrom gai Aram ; Aram gal 
Amynadab, and Amynadab gat Nasoun ; Naasoun gat Salomoun, 
and Salonoun gal Booz, of a womman fat was Raab^, )>e which 
was an alien, and helpide mouche Jewes; Booz gat Obeih of 
Ruth, |>at was an alien ; Obep gat Gesse, and Gesse gat Davip 
Pe king. And in )iis firste fourtene ben aliens and synful folk, 
for Crist wolde save aliens and oj>er synful men. Davijj ))e 
laste of ])es fourtene is clepid a kyng ; for God made him kyng ; 
and bifore ^\& Davi|) weren patriaikes and jugis, and no kyngis 
of Jewis, as Goddis lawe telli{'. Saul was >e firste kyng of 
Jewis bifore Davifi, but he was a wickide man, and Crist cam 

Davip gai Salomon of Mr pat was Uryus^wyf; Salomon gat 
Roboam, and Roboam gat Abias ; Abtas gat Asa, and Asa gal 

' So E ; Maliu, A. ' \.al bijle Raab, E. ' Uries, E. 
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Josephal ; Josephat gal Joram, and Joram gat Oszas ; Josias ^ 
gat Joathan, and Joathan gat Achas ; AcAas gat Ezechie, and 
Eeeckie gal Manassas ; Manasses gat Amon, and Anion gat 
Jose ; Jose "^ gat Jeconu, and opir hreperen whanne pet weren taken 
to Babiloyne, bi werre of }ie kyng. pis is \e, tofiir fourtene f>at 
Matheu telli}', and leeve|> here foure kyngis wi|jouten liynge. 
For he (>at bigeti}> a sone bigeliji his sones sone ; and so foure 
kingis weren left*, so])li for greet cause. 

And whanne fes kyngis weren ceessid of worship of |jer 
kyngdom, but not offer ^enAiva^, Jeconie gat Salaliel ; Salatiel 
gat Sorohahel ; Sorobabel gat Abyul ; Ahyut gat EUachym ; 
Eliachym gat Azor ; Azor gat Sadoc; Sadok gat Achym ; 
Ackym gal Elyut ; E^t gat Eliazar ; Eliazar gat Mathan ; 
Malhan gat Jacob, and Jacob gat Joseph, Maries housebonde ; 
of which Marie is Jesus born,pe which is clepid Crist. And so, 
to counte Joseph Marie and Crist, is fis jtridde fourtene 'fillid 
]iat |>e gospel speki]> of. And aljif we have not Jiis Jiridde 
gendrure in holi writt, jit we trowen }>at it is soJ> ° bi autorlte 
of Mathew, as we trowun fe firste gendruris bojie bi autorite 
of Genesis. Mathew comejj dounward in rekenynge of Crislis 
eldris, and Luk goif> upward, rekenyng of more fadris. For 
it sufficide to Mathew to telle how Crist bicam man bi ]fcs 
jiree fourtenes, bigjnnynge at Abraham, But Luk, figure of 
preestis \ telli{i more diffuseli how man stiej) up to God, from 
Adam to jie Trinite. And variyng of names, wi]f !eevyng 
of sum fadris, techi]) how Matheu and Luk varien not in 
sentence ". 






' >i>, I 



" The four kings Jeft out are— 
Ahajtiah. Joasli. Amaziah, and £Iia- 
kim. See the note on the snbject 
in Dean Alford's Greek Testament, 

" Luk, figure of preisiis. The 
figure of the calf in the Apocalypse 
(ch. iv.) was very early associated 
with St. Luke, who was thought to 
tieat more fully than-the other Evan- 
gelists of the priestly office of Christ. 
See Cave's Audj. Aposi., p. 169. In 
the Ligatda Auna, it is said, ' Lucas 
Irgutatur in vitulo, agens da Chrisli 



" So E; Miaiioili. 

sacerdotio ;' and it is shown at great 
length how this evangelist was ■ recte 
ordinatus,' in relation to God, to 
his neighbour, to hunsclf, and to his 
office of writing the gospel. 

= Dean Alford (in his notes on 
Matt. i. and Luke iii.) thinks that 
no attempt to reconcile the two 
genealogies has succeeded, laying 
stress at the same time on the fact 
Ihal both give the line of Joseph, 
not that of Mary. 
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And |>is test moten preestis knowe, to undirstonde Goddis 
lawe, and to defende it from false men. ])at arguen ajens it. 
For si)) it is our bileve, we trowun fuUi Jiat it is soji^; and many 
helpis [ler ben to undirstonde |>ts gendrure. For we may wite 
how Crist cam of aliens, and how ]iis comyng was figurid in 
ojiir dedis f>at Crigt dide; as [le gospel of Luk telliji how Crist 
cam to Jerusalem, bojie f>our3 Samarie and jie cuntre of Galile ; 
and si]> Samarie was [lanne in )« hondis of gentile men, and 
Galile was Jianne in ))e hondis of Jewis, Jiis comyng bitokeneji 
j>e gendrure of Crist, how he cam bojie of Jewis and gentil 
folk. And [lis bitokene]) over, how he wolde save hem bojie. 
Crist cam not ever of J> fi e n bu f |) ) ne ; 

to teche us Jw lore Ji p 1 g nd u fi un 1 b Cn tis 

comyng, and God 11 {> m )> f J> n of k nd 1 nd ure. 
And ])us ech word f)igjl 1 C nmto 

travaile and to undi d )> ] s G I An i |)us 

shulden preestis j} 1 n n pi oun, an 1 1 Idli 

occupacioun, wi]> vanytees of |)e world. For wordis of Poul 
techen us Jiat what kyn ]>ingis ben writun ben wrilun to cure 
lore, and to confort of us. And so hi suche confort we shal 
growe in hope. 



On Hooli roode Day in herve; 



[SERMON CXVIII.] 

Nunt judicium esi mundi. — John xii. [31.] 
pis gospel telU[i how ])at Crist in al his liif was a3ens >e 
fend, and speciali in his passioun fiat he puffride of so greet 
iove. And Jius seij) Crist of greet witl ; Now is jugement ofpe 
world, now pe prince of pis world shal be casl out. —Here men 
undirstonden f>e world, l^o men Jiat lyven worldli, and mesuren 
hem not bi Cristis lawe, for to go t>e weie to hevene. Al ]« 
folk of \i% soort is a world Jiat shal be dampned. Al ^t liif |)at 

' So E; A has soi>. 
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Crist lyvede here was a jugement of ])is world, for it was an open 
mater to juge it at |)e dai of dome. For no man may exci 
[lis, si]; God and man lyvede Jius to teclie men )>e weye 
hevene and fle jie falsnesse of Jie fend, and 3it man leve) Crii 
lore, and goifi Jie weie Jiat Jie fend techij), Jiat ne ]>ei leden ' a 
here to make hem dampned aftirward. And so dampnacioun is 
taken now for dampnyng executid. And now, for cause 
of )jis dampnyng, as ])is gospel speki]) here, fis world j 
j)US sha! be dampned ha)) a capteyn, Jiat is Jie fend, Jie 
which is clepid kyng and prince; for he is kyng of alle Jie 
children of pryde, and he is prince of fiis world, for he ledi|f 
his lymes fiis weie. But Crist seiji here )iat jiis prince shal be 
cast out bi him. For Crist overcam )>is fend, and taujte anojier 
good lore, how Jiat men shulden come to hevene, and leeve [le 
fendis weie f>at he taujte. For aljif [le fend have children \>t 
whiche he higili|> Jjus, ne))eles ]>e ground is Goddis, sil> fei have 
her^ kynde of God. And so j)e fend, in al his werkes, i 
tirant and a Jieef. 

But here shal we undirstonde ]>at al Jiat God haji ordeyned to 
peyne moten nedis be dampned in helle ; but many, bigilid bi 
]>e fend, weren ordeyned to turne to Crist; and J^es weren eve 
ordeyned to blis, and nevere to be dampned in helle. And t( 
]iis entent speki|) Crist in fie word Jtat comeji aflir, ]iat y/he he 
hiydfro pe erjie, he shal drawe alle pingis to him silf. No doute 
Crist spekiji here of his passioun of fie crosse ; for fanne Crist 
is hi^ed fro ]ie erJie to many undirstondingis. And ^if Crist 
semede fianne faile power to do ou^t, jit he was fanne almyjti, 
and his drawing was ful strong, for ))anne he drowj bi his 
vertue alle men fiat he shoop to blis. And so he drow5 fro |ie 
fend many Jiat he wenede to have, and so J>es jiat leeven 
undrawun wanten fie eende fiat fiei shulden have, and so fiei 
ben clepid noujt oftetymes in holi writt. And fius spekifi 
Crist here, fiat f>ei ben alle ftingis fiat he drawif>. Defaute is 
in fiis drawer whi f;es fendis lymes ben not drawun, but defaute 
is in hem, fiat fiei fasten not on fiis drawere, sifi noon is drawun 
but wilfulli, and he wantifi good will ; fiei ben so slipre and 
hard fiat Goddis word takifi not in hem. 

' and !■!« \fy lidsn. E. ' ff. E, 
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pis same gospel expowne|> to what entent Crist seide ]>es 
wordis Certis Crist seide pis, to lelle what deep he shulde die. 
Butpe puple answeride to Crist, and seide pat pei have herd o/pe 
lawe pal Crist dwellip wipoulen ende, and how seisl pou pat 
mannis Seme mote be hiyd? who is he pis mannis Sone, and how 
shulde he suffre ])is dejjf But Jesus saw how jiis peple un- 
dirstood sumwhat bileve, and jiei failiden on ojier side of Jiingis 
j)at Jiei shulden undirstonde. And |>erfore setp Crist Jms : ^tl 
a litil li^t is in ■ysu. Walks y while y have li^l, pat derknesse take 
y)u not It seme)) ))at {>is peple wiste how Crist tolde |)at he 
ahulde die upon jte crosse for mankynde, and Jierbi drawe his 
children to him; but it semejj \€\ wisten not now {lat Crist was 
boJ>e God and man, and bi his soule he mai not die, as he diej> 
not bi his Godhede; butwhanne he is deed bi his fleish, his 
soule passi}i and drawij) from helle. And Jius Crist sei]> [lei have 
a litil li3t, for )>ei have but litil biieve. But \A shulden waiken 
in J>is bileve, and so come to more lijt ; for jif )iei walkyn in 
derkenesse of unbileve, (lei gone amys, siji al |)at is not of bileve 
mote algatis be synne. For Crist seip afterward, fat, He pat 
walkip in derknes, he woot not whidir he goifi. And so it is in 
goostli walking; he {lat wantiji bileve of Crist woot not for ])at 
tyme whefer he goi) to hevene or helle, for lijt of fei]> wanti{i 

And, for Crist is bileve, lie which J>at men shulden trowe 
here and se aftir clerli in blisse whanne Jiei ben clene come to 
hevene, per/ore, seip Crist aftirward, pe while y have li^, bileve 
y in li-^t, pat y ben children ofU^; ]ie which lijt is God himsiif. 
Here mai we se, in bileve, how fei|> is nedeful for to have, and 
how fieishli lif here is contrarie to Cristis crosse, and how ]>at 
worldli liif is dirk and makiji men go from God. 



— i~Ga-5<k.&s*u:m^ 



„ Google 



SERMONS. 



pE Gospel on Seynt Matheu Evyk, 



[SERMON CXIX.] 

Vidii Jesus puMuanum^ —LvQ. v. [37.] 
pis gospel telli]) ho\i IMatheu i,\as chosen, and how heretikes 
gmtchiden herfore ; for treujie haj) evere adversaries, [lat beren 
hevy ])at it shulde shjne po gospel telliji ]oi/esus saw a pup- 
lican pat hi^e Levy. And jiis Levy was Mathew', as many men 
have diverse names,— as jiis Mathew^, Petre, and Foul, varieden 
jier names whaime )iei weren apostlis. And Jiis manere have 
[le popis, whanne |>ei ben newe maad popis But God wolde 
])al |«i changiden to vertues as didc iposlhs of Crist, But sum 
men seien f>ei changen to synnes, for her chesyng is not of 
God ; ])ei ben not clepid of Cnst to mekenesse, but to pride 
and worldli liif. And )ius al is ypocnsie and no fruyt to Jie 
Chirche Jiat \€\ done, in fiis i,hesmg bi ordenance of mannis 
lawe ; and Jiis envenyme[> myche of fie Chirche bi process of 
tyme. Jesus sij Jiis Levy silling at j>e iot-bope, and seide to him, 
Sue me. And wif) ]iis word he jaf him vertue. 

And here ^^ fend biyndi]) men whanne Jiei proven bi Goddis 
lawe )tat Jiei shulden make siche chesing, for Crist clepide his 
apostlis. But certis an ape is not so blynd in knowing of 
diversite. It semeji Jiat bi Goddis lawe men shulden purge 
first )ie popis state, and algatis \2X he were pore and witti, and 
Willi ^ for to profile to }ie Chirche after Goddis lawe; and 
f>anne chese htm, as Mathi*was chosen. And |?is were sum 
similitude to sue here Crist and his apostlis. For wel Y woot 
]iat alle [les cheseris witen not wher f>ei chesen a fend; as fiei 
witen not wher Jiei lawe be evene a3ens Goddis wille °. And {>es 
two ben to dirke weies to lede alle Cristyndoom to hevene. 
pe storie tellifi how \aX Malhew^ forsok al pat he hadde, and 

• So E; Vidit Jbssus puplkanum, A. ' So E; Malbn, A. 

' willy. E. ' Matbi, i.e. Mathias, is the reading of E, and seems 

preferable; A has Matbu. Compare Sermon CI. ° tatae, E. ' So 

E; Malbo, A. 
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suede Jesus, bo{je in place and in vertues. pi's Leevy made Crist 
a greet feesie in his kous, wi}" mouche folk; for, as }« gospel 
tellifi, Per was moche puple of puplicans, and of o]>er men, his 
aqueintis, pat weren come to eie wip him. And Phariseis and 
scribis of hem grulcMden ayns Crist, seiyng io his disciplis, Wki 
din y and drynken bop wip puplicans and sinful men i' Sich men 
ben puplicans Jiat traveilen aboute comune work, to gadere 
toUis and comj'ne rentis, to Jie use of jie emperour. And )iis 
travail dampneden Jewis, as traveile of sinful men ; and for 
using of ^\% work |'ei danipnvden' men ]>at comuneden wif> hem. 
And Jesus answeryng seide io hem, Hool men have noo nede of 
leche, but seke men in jier bodi. And so, si|> Crist cam to heele 
men, and se]> Jiat sich men mai be hool, he moot bi resoun 
comune wiji hem, and maken hem hool as he dis.posi{>. For 
Crist cam not Io clepejusl nun, but sinful men Io do penaunce. 

Here mai we see Jiat it is good to s.um men to comime wi) 
sinful men; but jiei moten be as Crist was, not to be worsid 
wifi lies men. But whanne fei mai do hem good, it were synne 
to lette t>is good. But |>es scribis and Phariseis magqefieden 
(ler owne stat, |jat no man shulde take from hem, but encreese 
in worldli goodis. And Jtus scien now oure Phariseis, boj>e 
religiouse and preestis. But Crist tellif- not bi jiis sentence, 
for it is nest of coveitise. For stat jiat Crist jaf to his apostlis 
is now to generaii dispisid, Jiat men shulden be apaied wiji 
foode and wijt hiUyng to her bodi. And al mennis bisynesse 
shulde^ be sett to gete vertues to ]« soule, for Jianne ]iei seken 
Jie rewme of God, and rytwisnesse of |)is rewme. And wiJi Jiis 
God mai not faile of Jies two Jiingis to mannis bodi; as Crist 
provej) bi Matheus gospel, bojie bi foulis and bi lilies. For if 
men fallen in foode or hilyng, Jiat is for her synne bifore. And 
Jiat is more for Jier profit, jif J>ei ben wise and pacient; for a 
betere wey to hevene is algatis more profitable, and he is an 
overmyche fool Jiat wole have al his goodis here. 

' So E; dampmn, A. ' So E; shui, A. 
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fE Gospel on Seint Matheus Day. 



[SERMON CXX.] 

Cum transiret Jesus. — Matt. ix. [9.] 
pis gospel [lat Mathew seijj here is nyj al oon wi) Jie laste ; 
but jit 00 gospelere ' expowneJ> anoJ>er, and varie]) sumwhat to 
cure lore. Matheu ^ telliji, Pal Jesus passtnge saw a man pat 
was ckpid Matheu^. And ]>is he mene)i hi himsilf, for it 
sownej) to Goddis worship and to repreef of himsilf. What 
worship shulde Jiis Mathew have, {lat he sat in )« tol bojie, 
occupied wi]) ]fe worldli workes, and Jius fer fro ]>e liif of Crist ? 
Grace and mercy is in Crist )iat he wolde clepe Jius siche a 
man, boJie bi vols and bi wille, to leeve siche worldli workis, 
and to go rijt ])e weie to bevene in suynge Pis good duke. 
Matheu leeve]> of his feeste, for it sowne]) to worldli fame, and 
tellij) how, Jesus (H in pe hous, and pupUcans and many sinful 
wip him. And Jiis word sowne[> not to boost of Matheu^, 
but to mercy of Jesus Crist. But Fariseis of Cristis tyme 
hadden desdeyn of ])is dede, and seide to Crisiis disciplis, 
repreef of him and hise, Whi elip your Maistir wip puplica 
and sinful men, jiat is unleevefulP For who shulde comtme w 
cursid men, lest (lat he were foulid wi)> hem? And |)is word 
wolde be lijtli seid now of men |>at we feynen cursid ; for v 
holden a more synne to ete and drynke wi|) sich men }ian u! 
to do a cursid dcde fat were ajens Goddis worship. Fi 
Phariseis coveiten \tr owne wynnyng, and leeven )« worship of 
God. Buty^juj hfrde pes blynde wordis, and seide to jies Pha- 
riseis, A lecke is not nedful unto men patfaren wel, but to syke 
men Pal faren yvel ; and so it is goostli. And Crist Sad pes, 
men goforp and telle folk what it is, pat he wolde mercy and not 
saerifice. 

And who so cam ])is dai in }ie Chirche, and tolde l>is or 



■ gospeller. E. 



" .So E; MaUn. A. 
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wif) pis ' sentence, preestis wolden clepe him eretike, and 
moven o]ier men to holden him siche, for pel tellen more bi 
Jier wynnyng Jian bi treujie of Goddis lawe. 3'^ J'O" ^'°^^ ^^^''^ 
])is now, preche opinh to )ie peple fiat God telli)) more bi 
workes of mercy, ])e which ben in a mannis aoule, jian bi 
ofFring, or by dymes, or ojier goodis jovun to freris, and ))0u 
sbalt have enemyes anoon to bere heresie on Jtee. For pel 
holden as bileve Jiat jif Jie ordre )>at Crist ordeynede were 
holden streilli, as he bad, holi Chirche were distroied. But 
Crist self) |iat he cam not to clepe just men from per weie, but 
to clepe sinful men from per errour jiat })ei ben inne. Here 
mai we wel witen Jiat Crist moveji alle good men ; sum yvel 
men Crist clepiji from wrong weie fat Jiei ben inne ; and sum 
good men Crist moove]> to go gladlier her rijt weie. And so 
Crist movet" ever to good, and from errour pai men ben ynne. 



Ok Myjhelmasse Dai. 



[SERMON CXXI.] 



Accesseruni discipuli ad Jest 



—Matt. : 



i. [I-] 



pis gospel telli)i how Crist love)' men pat dwellen in fiis world. 
And we shulen take as bileeve fat Crist love]> more vertuous 
men, whiche he haf ordeynede to blisse, fan all fe men fat 
shal be dampned, for Crist lovef ech fing aftir fat it is good. 
And fus seif fe storie of Matheu, how, Disciplis cam to Jesus 
and axiden Mm, who, he hopip, is more in pe rewme of hevemf 
Leeve we gramariens doutis' wher ' quis putas' be two wordis 
or 00 word, and of what part, and what is fe wilt ferof ; for 
here us finkif it is o word and fis is fe witt ferof; What is 
fi jugement, which man is more here ; for hope of Crist, fat 

' So E ; kM, A. 



' De Lyra mentions no such bility of ' quis putas ' being 1 

doubts, and it is difficult to realize word. Both Wyclifiite versii 

the slate of mind of that'gramarien.' translate, ' Who, gessist thou.' 
who should speculate on the possi- 
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mai not erre, is his rjjt jugement, and J>is word wanti|i noumbre 
and persone and ' witt of wordis bi hemsilf. 

And Jesus taujte his answere in dede, for it is profitable to 
men ; si)i whomever Crist jugiji more is more algatis, si}) juge- 
ment of ))e world and of men faillij> ofle. Jesu 
child, in quaiitite and in soule, for he was litil 
J)erwi]) he was meke. Rekke we not who jiis i 
trowe we not to mennis tahs ])at )iis was Marcial, 
anojier apostle"; for jif Crist wolde jiat we couden ])i 
wolde have tolde Jiis in his gospel. But kepe we us in meke- 
nesse })at Crist wolde put us inne. For ignorance of {lis 
doute doi)i noon harm to Cristen men, and knowyng jierof 
shtilde do no good to geting of Jie blisse of hevene. Crist 
toke |)is litil man, and puile him in myddH of apos/lts, and seide 
to hem, Sofili, but y/y im convertid, and be maad as litil children, 
y shal not entre inlo pe rewme ofhevenes, for gour pride. For, 
ever as a man is more meke, evere )>e betere man he is. And 
so, as Crist is beste man, so is he \& mekeste man. And as 
noujt mai be lowere Jtan centre, so noon mai be mekere Jian 
Crist. And it is oon to suppose |jat ])is is ])e mekeste man 
and ]jat jiis man is Crist, ou))er on o manere or ojier, Alle 
men of )ie rewme of hevene drawun to ])is centre, to make fis 
rewme. And })is centre holdiji up al fiing, and put ^ it in his 
degree. But )iis centre is everywhere, and not only in oo point. 

pis word of Crist may wel be proved undirstonding sadnesse 
in vertues ; for no man mai have ony vertue but jif he have 
mekenesse, ground of alle. And si|) no man mai come to 
hevene, but jif he be clol)id in vertues, it is open to trewe men 
|)at no man mai come to hevene, but jif he have mekenes to 
grounds his toure up to hevene. And si|> bileve techiji us 
[■at holi Chirche is a bodi, and \\^ noble bodi is ordeyned of 
Crist, bi every part and joynture Jierof, it seme> to many men 



' as, E. 

* St, Jerome, in his commentary 
on this passage, is silent respecting 
the identity of the little child. But 
Petrus Comestor in the HUtorla 
Scbolasiicn (cap. xc), and Nicholas 
de I.yra, both give the tradition 



' pune]>, E. 

referred to in the text, namely, that 
this little child grew up to be a 
certain St. Marcialis, who was sent 
into Gaul by St. Peter, and preached 
the faith to. the people ol^ the Li- 
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])at alle Jjes newe ordris ben rotyn postumes, and tatered cloutis. 
Lord 1 siji freris blamen wel tatring' of mennis clojiis, how 
myche were it to blame tatring of {>e Chirche clouds. But ]>at 
|>at ])es newe ordris leeven in mannis sijte, ])ei fulfiUen in cure 
modir, ]>at is a betere persone. For alle Jies ordris ben cloutid 
bi Cristis religioun wijiouten his autorite, and departid among 
hem silf. And it Beme)i to many men Jiat fei ben Jie charge ' 
of J>e chirche, and enpeiren Cristis ordre his lawe and his 
ordenaunce. And ])us Jienken many men |iat Jiei shulden be 
suspect, bifore jiat }iei hadden groundid her liif in Cristis lawe. 
And many men have conscience to for])ere ])es ordris, in word 
and in dede, bifore Jiat )iei ben taiijte Jiat Crist approve)) [)es 
ordris ; for eliis }>ei reversiden Crist and weren wi|> Anticrist. 
And so alle Jies novelries, ]>at ben not groundid in Cristis lawe, 
men supposen as heresies til )>at jiei ben tau^tc Jie contrarie. 
And dymes, and offring^is, and defending of )iis persone ]>at 
doiji ajens Goddis lawe, semen bi lawe of conscience to be 
a^ens Goddis wille, and so shulden men leeven hem. But 
leeve we ])is matere, and trowe to Cristis word, pal whoso 
mekifi him, as fits y>ng man, he is fie more in fie rewme of hevenes. 
And whoso lakifi sich a IMl oon in fie name of Crist, he lakifi 
Crist ; at ^t leste in his membre. For we supposen J)at Crist 
preiseji not Jie fend in )>is jong man. And whoso slaundrifi oon 
of fies litil pat trowen in me, it spedifi to him fiat a mylne stoon 
be tied in his tiekke, and fiat he be dreini ^ in fie depenes of fie see. 
And, as Gregori sei]) a, it spediji to J>is man [lat he have hevy 
worldis charge to depe him in worldli traveile; for Jianne he 
shulde mekelier in caas be dampned in helle [lan he now 
shulde. Woo be to pe world of sclaundris ! For it is nedeful fiat 
slaundris comsn, but nepeks woo be fiat man bi whom slaundre come. 

' grele charge, E. ' dreynl, E. 

" Commenting on this passage of little ones of Christ. ' Qui ergo 

St. Matthew in his Maralia (lib. ri. unum de minimis scandalizat, melius 

§ 57) St. Gregory says that by the illi fuerat, alligata coUo mola asina- 

sea we must understand this world, ria., in mare projici ; quia nimirum 

— by the mill-stone, worldly busi- perversae menti eipeditius esse po- 

ness, — and that there are some who, tuisset, ut occupata mundo terrena 

forsaking the common life of the n^otia ageret, quam per contem- 

worU, and betaking themselves to plationis studia ad multoriim per- 

spiritual contemplation, not only go niciem vacaret.' 
astray themselves, but mislead the 
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Slandre is wrong dede, |>at makij) man falle in synne. And 
f>i3 falliji bo)ie in worldli men and ojier, and speciali in ypocrifis 
of )ies newe religiouns ; for )>ei done woo to ol>er^ ordris, and 
jugement of ojiir men for her ypocrisie makiji many men be 
sclandrid. For novelries in oure lawe maken errours in juge- 
ment, and so J>ei harmen |)e Chirche bojie in soule and bodi. 
Crist biddi)) aftirward, ^tffii hond or pi foot sclaundir Pee, kiite 
it of, and caste it fro pee. Here men seien so))li, Jiat bi her 
bodili lymes ben undirstonden mennis workes and mennis 
afTeccions ; and Jies ben kittid fro men wharme |>e vertue of 
Jieir soule wanli]> sich workes, and occasioun to do {lus. // is 
heier to pee to be here feble or croiid, and, wip pis, come to 
hevenli liif pan to have here pes lymes and after he sent to helle. 
pis word is ful dredeful to men Jiat wolen here be greet, and 
have many servantis, or many of her ordre, and after, for 
parting of her synne, ben dampned to helle. And )ius was 
Joon Baptiste wifiouten hondis or feete here*, and so he was 
my^ty in hevene for his iymple meeknesse. And to )>is entent 
seij) Crist, "^if pin iy sclaundre Pee,fiyke it out, and caste it fro 
pee. Bi )iis i3e we undirstonden yvel si:ite of a mannis eye : 
as leecherous and coveitous have ofte wickid ijen. Caste awei 
Jies wickide workis, and turne fee to medeful sijte. And jif 
J)Ou be a greet maistir, as bishop or erchedekene, and Jjou have 
a wickide servaunt |>at turne}) )iee to coveitise, putte him out 
of his office and remeeve him fer awey. // is betere to pee to 
come wip oon iy to pe liif pan here have two i^en and after be 
sent to pe fier of helle, as it is betere to men to lyve here a 
simple liif, and come afler to hevene for mekenesse of ])e 
herte, )ian after myche myrjie here be dampned in helle. 

Be je war pat ^e dispise not oon pal is litil here ; for soplt I seie 
to ym,pat her aungels seen evere pe face of my Fadir which is 



t hevene, Aljif i 
aungels, a good an 



• The words mi 
literally, for no ; 
legend was ever a 
John the Baptist o 
so far at least as I 



seien comunli {lat ech man haji two 
an j^el, to do him good and traveile him, 

' So E ; Jer, A. 
t be taken but simply as meaning, 'in this sense 
astounding John the Baptist, after he was thrown 
concerning into prison, was helpless and re- 
nartyrdom, sourceless, reaping thereby a gteater 
discover, — reward in heaven.' 
Dd 
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iief)ele3 men })at shal be saaf have algatis blessid angels 
which in al her worching seen evere God clereli, for God is 
everywhere, and see)i syche gode werkis '. And fis meeve]? 
many men to dispise not ^ts pore men" and of simple state 
here; for we witen not how God loveji hem. And among 
evidence \sX shtilde meeve men to mekenes, bileve of Jtis 
gospel shulde meeve men to flee dispite. For ^if a man were 
ayre aparant ' of Englond or of France, many men wolden do 
him worship for {lis worldli titil ; myche more ^if a man be 
eire of )ie blisse of hevene. And apparaunce of )iis heritage 
is more licli to trewe men, bi good lyf of men after jie lawe of 
Crist, ]ian apparaunce of worldli lordship bi dissence of heritage. 
And so wickid liif of men maki]> hem serve |)e fendis children; 
as it is seid Jiat a bishop ha]f a ]iousand ijen to note, but he 
ha}) not half an ije to profit after Goddis lawe. And )«!S many 
men supposen jiat [les ben blynde fendis children. For many 
men have molworpis ' izen, Jiat Jiinken evere of worldli goodis, 
and ]jes ben no good lederis to teche men Jie weie to hevene. 



piE Gospel on Alle Hal wen Evyn. 
[SERMON CXXII.] 

Respickns Jesus in discipulos. — John xvii. [ii.]* 
pia gospel teUi|> how Crist preied for his apostlis upon Jie 
pursdai Jiat he shulde die on [le morewe. And so he medli|» 
many treujiis, bo>e hije and sutil. Joon seiji Pal, Jesus lokynge 
upon kise disctplis seide : Holt Fadir, kepe hem in fii name which 
pou hast ■^ovun me, pat pei ben oon, as we two ben oon. And 
here it is seid comunli, jiat ech oonhede is of sum fourme. 
And so >er ben foure oonhedis Jiat men speken of comunli. 

' So E ; A reads sien aifi sicbe aories, which makes no sense. ' So E ; 
om. A, ' beyr apparauni, K * moldwmfU ot mollis, E. 

• In the modem Roman missal for All Hallows eve is taken from 
this gospel belongs to the mass ' for Luke vi. 17-23. 
the removal of Schism ;' the gospel 
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pe leste oonhede is in peple*, ])e which ben oon in kynde; 
and jif ]iei ben oon in vertues ("an Jiei ben more oon. pe 
secounde oonheede is of man; }iat many partis of him ben 
knitt in oo soule and governed bi f>e vertue of it. Leeve we 
ojier oonhedis of ojier bodies bi her fourmes. pe Jiridde 
onhede is of J>e Chirche and of her partis, oon in God; and 
))is is more woundirful fan ony man can her^ telle, pe ferj)e 
oonhede and )ie moste, )>at is rote of alle oj>ir, is oonhede of 
}>e Trinite, in J>e foiirme of oo Godhede. And jius })ree per- 
i ojier mai Jius be oon. Ne)ieles 



i ]ie Trinyte 



Crist preiej) Jiat hise aposdis ben oon, 
but not in fie same manere; but as )> Tn 
oonhede of substaunce, so Cristis apos 1 b \ 

Godhede, and mai nevere after be se d }" I" 

soones mai nevere be severid. And } 1 

jif it be fer fro God. And betere pre m j n m : 
to God for synful men. Crist seiji oi h p h Jlhi 
dwelte wip hem, he kepte hem in his F d n m d -. 
htm perishide but J>e chUd ofUsyng, Jtat m n di b 1 
he was a quyk fend, to fulfilk Holi If A 1 h 

douten comunli whi Crist chees Judas \ C 
shulde be dampned. But here we sei n )■ f h Ip 
Chirche })at Crist wiste |>at he shulde d nd C 
seiji here, to fulfiJle holi writt. And Jj n q r 

[lou axe, whi God made men fiat shuld b d p d 
God wiste of f>ese men al Jiat shulde b f 11 f h ? 
ordeynej) good for hem, and good Jia f 11 )) h CI 
for \€\ have levere fois to be dampned |)an n 
but l^ei wolen not {iis expresli, aljif Ji 
And myche good cam of Judas, whe f 
God, and dampne ])is traitour to C a 
ensaumple of him. Lord I siji Scario h d j 

in Cristis rehgioun, }ie which is Jie best ji m b 
suffride him to go out )ierof, whi shuld n n ]> 
suifre men to go from hem, and spec 1 h \ 

I ^e pupil, E. E 

• Undeiitand, after J-n/, the woids ' Chiiil chose him.' 



f !■ 



tad 
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h Id )iank 
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and men wolden go out for vertues ? And many of )ies newe 
ordris passen Scarioth in coveitise, and for averise of goodis 
))ei ben traitours to treujie. 

Many Jiingis teili]) ("e gospel of Crist and of Scarioth, )>e 
which ben lijt to men after, jif ]jei wolden take hem. Crist 
telli)> bifore of traiterie of Scarioth, and how he shal be dampned 
to helle, notwijistonding his ordre. Crtsi seip aftirward, pat he 
come]} to his Fadir, and spekip pes pingis to his disciplis, pal pei 
have his joie fulfilltd in hem. And, as Crist myjte not faUe of 
Jiis, so ]>ei myjten not faile of fis ende. And aljif Crist was 
evermore in wending to his Fadit, — for he myjte not gon abak, 
ne erre in his weye bi synne,— nejieles, in tyme of his de]>, he 
wente out of Jiis worldli lyf. Crist yif to his disciplis Goddis 
word for to preche, and pe world hatide hem, for pei ben not of 
pe world, as Crist is not of )>is world; and Jierfore weren ])ei 
goode prechours. He )iat love|> worldli goodis and worldli 
dwelling, as propre to him, is lettid to seie fe treuJie, as we 
mai se in fes ordris. Crist preiep not to lake hem yt out ofpe 
world, but to kepe hem h&i^ /ro pe greet yvel, and Jiat Jiei profile 
to )ie Cbirche in |?e name of ]>e Trinite. Crist sei]> of hise 
apostiis, pat pei ben not of pe world as he is not of Pe world. 
And }>is men undirstonden J)us ; Jiis world is alle \o men j>at 
ben dampned for love of Jie world. And Jianne [lis word of 
Crist is open, for fei loven heven and litil Jiis world. For sich 
as is ])is fadir and priour of |>e ordre of Cristyn men, sich ben 
his children of his covent, and haten t>e wel|)e of |>is world. 
And bi [lis mai men knowen which ben disciplis of Crist. 

And Crist preiej) to J>is ende, pat his Fadir stable hem in 
treupe, and )>anne he stabliji hem in his word; for his word is 
pe firste treupe. He biddi]) not stable hem in worldli wordis, 

ben fablis and feyned iesingis, but in treu>e of Jesus Crist, 
which >ei shulden trowe and teche. And, to conferme }>is 
preier, Crist speki) to his Fadir, As pou senlist me in to pis 
world, so ¥ sente hem in ' pis world''. Crist cam in to Jiis 
worid to witnesse treu]>e, and to lijte fis world; and as Crist 
bojie God and man cam hidir to fis entent, so alle his disciplis 

■ilo, E. ' SoE: in A the words .Ij—iMiWrf are not ilalicizcd. 
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traveilen fius unto her decji. How shulde treujie not kepe hem 
fiat stonden (lus to defenden treu))e? Crist, and Baptist, and 
olier moo hadden not here reward for Jiis, but in hevene bhs, 
hid fro men, for jie world is unworthi to take it. And trowe 
we not jiat clepid miraciis Jiat ben maad at Jie tumbis of seintis 
maken hem more blessid in hevene Jian ojier Jiat done not here 
sich miraciis. And to conferme |iis word of seintis, seiji Crist 
of himsilf: For hem I conferme mysilf, pat J/ei ben con/ermed in 
trupt. AUe |>e dedis fat Crist dide here weren so stabled in 
God, jiat bo]ie [lei and manere of hem moten nedis come as J^i 
camen. And Jies dedis of Cristis liif weren maad ensaumple 
to his disciplis, ))at )iei shulden sadli do Goddis workes, and 
take t>erto ensaumple of Crist. 

Crist 3eve|> us after a confort and seij), He preie/> not omit for 
hem, but for alle pat comen after and bileve in Crist bi her word. 
And ]ies wordis seid of Crist shulden quykene men }iat ben 
dede, and, 5if bileve stood in hem, make hem do as apostlis 
diden. For alle men |>at shal be saf, rijt to ])e dai of dome, 
molen nedis in Jiis sue Crist, and eiiis >ei shal not make oo 
Chirche. 

And Jius seiji Crist, Jiat his preier moot nedis make alle 
seintis oon; for o bodi, )>at is holi Chirche, drawiji' to Crist, 
as erfie to )ie centre. For as it is seid bifore, holi Chirche moot 
nedis be oon, as pe Fadir is in pe Sone, and pe Sone is in pe 
Fadir; and so, bi stabilnes of Cristis membris, pat pe world 
trowe pat God sente kim^. And now prelatis traveilen to litil to 
maken men trowe ])is bileve, for [lei gon not in Cristis weie, 
neijier bi word ne bi dede. And Crist sejf> of }ies membris, 
Pat he yifhem pe clarile' pal his Fadir ^af hem ; pat peibin oon 
after oonhede of Persones ; and so [)is oonhede be l>us maad, — 
pat Crist be in his lymes, as Pe Fadir is in Crist. And so pel 
ben endidin oon, be fiUid* in jie blisse of hevene, for pus shal pe 
Chirche wile how pe Fadir sente his Sone and lovede membris op 
Pe Chirche, as he hap loved Crist. Fadir, po Pat pou javest me, 
y wok Pal pei be pert pat ¥ am, pat Pei see my clarite^ which 

' So E; \al driatii\, A. ' So E; the clause is not italLdzed in A. 

^ cbariie. E; clertnesse in both Wydiffite versions. ' and so hey btn in 

OIK, and ill's cndyng in one scbal befiilfiilyng, E. ' cbariie, E. 
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pou hast ywun me. And confermyng of |)is preier is treujie of 
Jtes wordis, pat pe Fadir lovede Crist bifore pe making of pe 
world. Juste Fadir, pis world hap not knowun pee, hut Y have 
knowun pee, and pes knewen Pat Jxm sentisl me. And V have 
maad knowun pi name to hem, and I shal make it knowun, pat Pe 
love pal pou hast loved me be in hem and V in hem. And in l)is 
hije unite is endid fe blisse of }« Chirche. 



pE Gospel on alle Halewen Day. 

[SERMON CXXIII.] 

Videns Jesus turbas ascendit. — Matt, v. [i.] 
pis gospe! telli}) of djte blessis ]>at answeren to ei^te vertues 
in ])e weie, and bi [les shulden Cristyne men dispose hem to 
come to blis. Jesus seying pe puple stiede in to an hil, and 
whanne hi was sett his disciplis camm to him. And he openede 
his moup and lau^te hem and seide, Blessid be pore men in 
spirit, for hern is pe rewme ofhevene. Ech word of Jiis gospel is 
of greet wJsdoom, For it is ful notable Jtat Jesus saw Jiis peple 
able to be lemed, and hadde mercy on hem, and jaf hem so 
plentenously jies jiftis of goostli mercy, for |ies jiftis ben betere 
[lan 5iftis of bodili mercy. Crist wente into an hi!, and his 
disciplis wenten wi|i him, to teche jiat Jiei shuiden be nyj 
hevene jiat shulde teche orlerne Jiislore. And |>«smolde-worpis' 
]jat wroten jie erjie ben unable to |>is loore. Sitdng of Crist in 
fe hil bitokenej' stabilnes in j>is lessoun. And herfore seintis 
writen mouche of ()is sermoun of oure Lord in Jie hilj for 
auctorite of t>e doctour, and many circumstanciis of him, maki)i 
jiis lore notable to alle Cristene men aftir. For what man of 
bileve tro\vi)> l>at Crist openede jms his mou)>, (and he is wisdom 
of Jie Fadir and Jie same God wi]) him, and as he openede his 
mou}i to speke, so he openede hertis of men toheere and undir- 
stonde J)es wordis, and teche hem men (lat camen aftir), Jiat ne 

' mollis, E. 
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he wolde forse^ him to Icnowe hem, bo|ie for worshipe and for 
profit ? 

Crist seifi first, Blessid ben [lo |>at ben pore m spirit , and 
here Crist techij) mekenesse, ajens pride of wnrldh men And 
here men seien sojili, [lat Crist clepide povert m spint, for 
bodili poverte is nojt, but jif it have ]jis po;erte. For boj)e 
vertues and synnes ben firet in |)e spirit. And wantrng of 
goodis standi}) wiji a dampned man; as beggens and )ieves 
ben ofte porer ))an Joob was ; but poverte m spirit stondi]i 
in mekenes, — whanne a man knowi|> Jie makere above, how 
he is riche wijiouten eende, and we ben pore beggens,— and 
puttij) hem ^ mekeli in Jie ordenaunce of God. How fat God 
wole ordejTie for his servaunt oujier do or suffre, he holditi him 
wel paied ; si)) God is a ferour * and he is Goddis instrument, 
redi wher God wole make him hamer, or tongis, or a stijiie, to 
suffre howevere |)at God wole. And certis noon come]) to 
hevene but jif he be |>us pliable ; for a ferrour formeji not his 
metal, but jif it wole be temperid, and }>is vertue lastij) bo])e 
here and in hevene. And |ierfore sei[> Crist, ])at sich pore men 
have fie re^vme of hevene. For }ie blisse of hevene fallij) not to 
a creature but jif he be ])Us pore ; as Crist, and aungels, and 
ojier blessid seintis have fulli j)is poverte, and ]ierfore [lei ben 
blessid. And no man myjte here lerne more nedeful lessoun 
]jan bigynne at )iis poverte, and grounden him wel [lerinne. 
And so shulden men note jie firste proude noumbre *, and ajen 
ech part of it grounden hem in mekenesse. Sum men ben 
proud for holynesse J>at J)ei feynen ; and ])es men ben ypocritis 
moost perilous of alle ofere. Sum men ben proud for cunnyng 
\aX ])ei have; as ]ie laste frend of Joob seide, his beli was ful as 



' iHsytn, E. 



' fullen bym, E. 



» The number 2 is probably 
meint by the ' firste proude noum- 
bre.' The Pythagoreans called it 
TiA/iij among other things, and 
assigned to it various revolutionary 
atlributes. But no author that I 
have consulted speaks of the nnm- 
ber 6 otherwise than as synonymous 
with perfection, as symbolizing ma- 
trimony, creation, and a hundred 
other excellent things. The num- 



ber 9 on the other hand w 



ingels, who fell through pride, and 
of whom there were nine orders, that 
it embraces all heretics, and charac- 
terizes infidels and idolaters, &c.,&c. 
See the Denarius Pylbagoricus of 
Meursius in Gronovius" Tbesavms, 
vol. IX, and the Nameronim Mys- 
teria of Petnis Bungus. 
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a toune fillid wiji must ]>at wantlde aventing. And )>us seien 
wise men, ]>at Crist, in ])e firste word, undirstondifi bi spirit |)e 
wynd [lat a man haji, for it fallij) to meke men to be wijiouten 
bostyng, for sich proude bostours hav to mouche of sich wynd. 
But jit ojier proude men bosten of bodili strengj)e ; and summe 
of beute of bodi, as Roboam and Absolon. pe fif)ie pride, 
and J'e laste, is pride of worldli richesse, — as ^e gospel tellijj of 
bosting of a proude man, how he wolde reste in his goodis and 
alarge his hemes. And as many jiftis as man ha)) of God 
may he be proud of but oonli of vertues. And so sum men 
tellen sixe )« secound proude ' noumbre », how sum men ben 
proud for nobley of her Ityn, But povert of spirit is medecine 
for alle sich. Bigynne here |>is poverte and ende it in hevene. 
For jif }iou be Jius pore, |)0u dispisist f-is world. 

pe secounde vertue in fis weie nedefu! to us here, is myldenes 
in heryng, Jiat sueji of jie firste; for whoever is pore in spirit is 
mylde to his neijbore, bojie in word and in dede, and not fel as 
a lioun. And as pride is quenchid bi poverte of spirit, so hi jies 
two vertues ben quenchid envie and ire. And Crist sei)j wiseli 
[lat mede of Jjjs vertue shal after be, havyng 0/ pe land of lyf. 
And Jiis is for to come, as ])is myldenes is here; for in hevene 
mai no man be austerne to ojter. And aljif sich myldenes 
maki]) men here lordis, nejieles bi ])is lond Crist undirslondiji [le 
lond of blisse. For alle |>es eijte vertues have for her mede Jie 
blisse of hevene by diverse resouns. 

J)e |iridde word of fiis eijte is seid in Jiis maner : Bkssid be 
pei pat weiletiyfor pei shal fe confortid. 3'f ^ "^^n ^vise him 
how Goddis wille is reversid by synne fiat rengnejj in )ie world, 
in persones and comynetees, he shal have mater to morne, and 
litil to be glad. For, sijj ech man is holden to confourme his 
wille to Goddis, he is not on Goddis side J)at is glad of sich 
synne. For aljif God sorew not as men maken sorowe, nejieles, 
bi Goddis lawe, God is seid to be ireful, and algatis wi]> 
sovereyne joie God ordeyne)) for peyne; and [lis is mater to 
mome to men jiat ben in charite. And jif a man be glad for 

' So E ; om. A. 
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sich sjnne wi) o|)er men of hib lond for him |jmkij) [jat 
hardynesse or worldli profile come]) [>erof he asscntit' on two 
maners to }t imne of hem \nd for sich assenting God 
poneshi]) ju'ite men wij) fehrewis bof« in. pe'-tilence and werris 
ind o]!er comjne lemauncs For fewe or noon ben m ])e' 
rewmes ^M ne }>ei asaenten Jras ou|ier failhnge in helpe to 
diitrye siche sjnnes or failhnge in repreef of men J>at synnen 
fus But in bhsse where we shil see ()\t God doiji al for Jie 
beste and men bhai be confortid bo)ie of )oie and peyne men 
shal be fulh confortid for sich weilm^ here And fis moovejf 
manj men to '■eien her Pater nostera and preie in |)e l>r d ' 
word J>at Goddia wiUe be done And &o of jie same Jung men 
mornen and have joie And so jif we jienken of weihng of 
oure owne avnne and mourning of oure neijbons «ynne ]>at 
we dwellen wi)) and tming of onre thsae }iat we shil ha\e in 
hevene we have htii mater for to lau^he but rajier for to morne 
For companies and castelis maken us not syker here. 

Crist sei]> in )je ferfe word : Bkssid he pei pat hungren and 
pirsim ri-^iwisnesse,/or J>ei shal hefullid in J>e blisse of hevene. 
And as ])e nexte, mornyng, lettijt slou{)e in Goddis service ', so 
Jiis four)ie, hungring, lettiji men fro coveitise. For jif we 
)>enken on Goddis lawe, and speciali of preestls, how Jiei de- 
foulen Cristis ordenaunce, turnynge ajen to synne of fieishe |>e 
world and ]ie fend, a just man shulde hungre and Jiirste \t 
rijtwisnesse of sich men. And more desire jiat man shulde 
have to perfourme Jiis rijtwisnesse can Y not see here, fan wilie 
]iat Cristis ordenaunce were fillid in mesure and noumbre and 
weijte ]>at Crist haf ordeyned for his Chirche; and algatis in 
poverte of spirit Jiat his prestis * shulden have. For jif ^t state 
of preestis be more worldli Jian knyjtis state, who drediji Jiat ne 
pride wole sue, wij> averice and lecherie, and leevyng of jie 
office Jiat Crist bad his preestis do ? And so, in stede of heerdis 
)iat shulden teche |)e weie to hevene, [le Chirche is fu! of wolves 
J)at sinken and drawun men to helle. For Cristis ordenaunce 
was rijtwise, and speciali of preestis poverte ; aljif newe sectis 
seien now fat Cristis ordenaunce were now ful of venym. pis 



' ^^/rfrf., E, 
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shulden lordis Jienken on, and traveilen to amende jiis ; for ellis 
]fei shal not be fiflid in hevene bi blisse of ye lymes of Crist. 
For whose sei) ])at Jiei consenlen not to Jiis synne, |)at is rota 
of o])ir, he disseyvef) Jies lordis in lore |iat schulde' be her soulis 
heljie. But aljif sum men momen, and crien of ]>is defaule in 
Jie Chirche, jit |)e fendis part is SO strong J)at grete and harde 
gobetis wolen laste to J)e tyme of fe laste dome. And so we 
shal hungir here and after drynke softeli rijtwisnesse. For 
after domes dai, we witen wel Jiat |fe fendis part shal not be ]>us 
strong. 

pe fif)ie word of Crist is }tis: Bkssid be merciful rmn,for pet 
shal sue * mercy, Jiat shal be comyn to al jie Chirche. And here 
Jie fend bindif" men, and telli}) hem }iat mercy axi|> jyving of 
riches and of worldli j)ingis f>at mooven men to do ajens God. 
pese heretikes |)enken not how Crist ponishijt here his children, 
which he wole be pore here, to be riche after in hevene. And 
)ii3 vertue serve]* ajens al synne, but aljatis ajens averise. 

pe sjxte word |>at Crist seide stondij* in J)is forme : Bkssid 
be men of dene herle,/or }>ei shal see God. And )>is vertue is 
bridii ajens fleishli synnes, and aljatis ajens leccherie. For love 
of sich men, which ben as beestis, is fer from |fe love of God. 
And aljif men changen her willis after her eldis, nefieles )iree 
Willis ben here to oure purpos. Sum men have childis wille, 
])at feden her wittis wif) sensible ])ingis and japing 'a of childis 
gamen, as jif [lei weren foolis, and after Jiis comen to mannis 
witt ))at holdij' al Jiis foli. But J>ei jyven hem to justing and 
sheeting* and wrastling^; and )ies suen ofte more foli |jan doij) 



' SoE; slnldin,K. 



' bave. E. 



' japrng, E. 



settling, E, 



* ^fiag or japiag is trickery. 
Chaucer says of his Pardoner (Pro- 
logne to Canterbury Tales), — 

And we read in Gower {Co^fessio 
Amanlis, lib. II). — 



* 10 Justing, sheeting, and viraslling; 
in other words, to the favourite 
pastimes of the upper, the middle, 
and the lower class respectively. 



With regard lo the first, it must be 
remembered that our author wrote 
but a few years after the death of 
Edward III, the reviver of the 
Round Table, and the founder of 
the order of the Garter, whose 
reign was the culminating period in 
England of the spirit of Chivalry. 

S sling was then, and continued to 
for a century and a half after- 
wards, the favourite amusement of 
persons of condition. It was usually 
practised with ■ arms of courtesy,' 
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l>e firste elde. In \e Jiridde eelde men have fleishli wiilis, and 
wiUe of worJdli goodis to maynteyne hem longe. And \ns 
lasti]) in worldeli men wel ■ay^ to her eende. But sum men, 
after Jies Jtre, have good wille or yvel, as men )iat delitin hem 
in rijtwisnes of God, or ellis in Jie fendis synne, ]fat ben 
calendis' to Jie toj)er liif. And peril in |>is liif is moost for 
to flee. For whanne fleishli iikyngis passen from a man, jif 
he shulde be dampned, he ha|> pride, envie, and ire, and 
coveitise of worldli goodis lastiji ever wi]> him ; and ]>is he 
beriji in his soule aftir J)at he be deed. And men of sicfa 
vmclene hert ben leed^ in to tempting. And liif jiat men 
shulde lede evere is begunne in ]>is eelde ; and )ms it were ftil 
nedeful to lyve wel in f-is laste elde. For as worldli lustis 
ben fer from aungels, so worldli desiris ben passid fro (lis eelde. 
Lovynge of clenenesse and rijtwisnesse for |>is tyme shulde 
occupie mannis soule, as it dol)) in hevene : for ellis he ha|i 
a fendis liif, and occupieji him in |>es foure, — in pride, envie, 
and ire, and coveitise, ]jat never is fillid. 

pe sevenjie vertue jiat man ha}) is for to make pees, or to 
procure pees, or ellis to preie for pees, or to lyve rijtli for to 
procure men ' to pees. And of }ies pesihk men, Crist seip, pat 
pet ben bUssid,for pei shal he ckpid aftir Goddis children. And 
meede of alle |>es sixe is markid for to come, for eende of hem 



' iatendh, E. 



= Ud, E. 



that is, headless lances, and blunted 
swords without points ; but some- 
times, ss when cert^n knights un- 
dertook to maintain the honour of 
their country in a foreign land, wea- 
pons It fouh-ance were, though under 
regulations, employed, and most often 
with deadly rffect. Chaucer gives 
us the whole order and regulation of 
a tournament in the Knight's Tale. 
(See Scott's Essay on Chivalry among 
his Miscellaneous Prose Works.) 

Shooting with the bow was an 
out-door occupation which was 
well-nigh universal among the mid- 
dle and lower classes in the four- 
teenth and fifteenth centuries. The 
men exercised in shooting regnlarly, 
to keep their hands in as archers. 



' riitwisly for to siire mat, E. 

Even ladies, as the illustrations of 
old MS3. shew, were much given 
to the use of the bow, both with 
the sharp-headed arrow in the pur- 
suit of deer, and with the blunt 
arrow in bird-bolting. 

Wrestling was a popular amuse- 
ment with our forefathers as far 
back as the Saxon times ; in the 
Middle Ages it is mentioned along 
with bull and bear baiting, putting 
the stone, throwing the bar, foot- 
ball, and the like. It does not ap- 
pear that they were sufficiently 
brutaJized at that time to enjoy 
boxing. See Wright's Domesiic 
Manners in England during Ibt Slid- 
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